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17 July 1956 

SlJBJ :.: CT: Petition f or .:;uspension of l•'iri ng Practtce and with He gan! to 
the Damages 

It is a.lreacly one year and .four months since we · began sur'f'ering the 
merciless destruction by the u. s. rniJ.itary forces and forced relocation and 
have struggle'd for our human existence agaj_nst hunger, fear, violence, im
prisonment, etc. For the i'irst part of this ye ar t11e fear of our .Living 
was s eemingly liehtened on account of the suspension or firing practice. 
In May, however, the military practice resumed and t1as been continued up to 
now despite of our repeated peti tions against it. T11us, we are a.Lways with 
t t1e fe ar_ of danger and -working at far m at the risk of our 11ves. · 

Damages of crops by bombing is very sorry for us. vlhat is worse~ 
a bout 300,000 tsubo of farm, field and -forest Jand around the firing 
range were sprinkled over with gasoJ.ine by a military .fire-engine and burnt 
up on .L2, 14 and lb JuJ..y ol' t his ye ar (as eye witnessed by I 0HI KA1-1A Seikan, 
age 2!:>, of 3-han, 11aja-ku), resulting in a considerable darnages over the 
aericUJ.tural crops and, forest products. About 1500 hours on lb JuJ.y, 
Suernaro CHillliN and his wife of 1-han, Naja-ku had a narrow escape from 
being involved jn a fla1ne while engaging in collecting of miscantlms to be 
used for 1·irewoo<l. To undergo such a constant danger and loss of 
properties is quite ur1bearable for us who Rre living a scanty living. 
Such being the real case, we do sincerely and respect.fully solicit for 
your appropriate action so that the f iring practice may be ·suspended at 
once and adequate compensations be paid for . all the losses we suffered. 

s/- Tamotsu AGJ-\RIE, Ku-cho, Maja-ku 
s/ Shoko AHAG•.JN, representative l-8ndm-mer 
s/ Kozo OSHI RO, 11 11 

and other landowners concerned 

G POWNGRADED AT l:2 ¥JAR 

f~-~ V .'-.L.S; t-. 0 T AUTOJII\~ TJ~ALLY 

f elAS-S tf-1to. DOD DIR -.520Q: 10 
• - > 
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ST- A T E M E N T 

On 22 August 1956, I. Lt. Harry O. Hinz proceeded to the . Island of 
le Shima iri the capacity of Claims . Of ficer for the 18th Fighter W:i.ng 
for t he purpose of investigating al leged ·damage done to.· indigenous 
ci:-op~ and/or hereditarnent~. After a conversation . with 1st Lt. Blane, 
the Site -Commander, · we proceeded to the bomb range, which is located 
in the extreme Northeast corner of the island. Approximately one hour 
was spent "in tou·ring the entire loca.Lity and searching for possible 
drunage_. As indicated in Inc.Losure #1 to this Heinorandum, the actual 
fire damage _was negligible and appears to be far in . exaggeration 01· 
information previously received by this office. It is my considered 
opinion that Inclosure #1 depicts an accurate picture of damage actually 
done to this area. It shou.Ld . be noted that according to Hr. York of 
the 313th AD Materi!3l Section, · the damage whkh was done in ·regarci to tt)e 
two fires on the 10th and_ 11th· of July were conf'ined specifical ly to 
property leased by the United States Goverruoont- as a bornbing range. 

Ii'or t he rec.ord it shou..Ld be stated that claims forms were sent 
by Claim Carrier to the Site Commander . to be delivered to the Mayor I s 
Office . on Ie . Shima. The undersigned ca.lled a,t the Nayor I s Office and 

· determined ~hc\t :the • Mayor was presently in Japan. 'fne c1.ai.Jlls forms 
which had been .forwarded the _previous week had not been distribute~ 
and had apparently been removed from the original envelope only recently. 
A discussion was had with the representative of the Mayor to explain 
the purpose once again of these ·claims forms which· had been written in 
the Japanese · ianguage complete with instructions. The instructions had 
previously · been given to the l1ayor I s Office by the Site Commander per
taining to these claims ~-orms. 

·The reaction· of ·the Mayor's representativt:: was that these claims 
were going to be_ processed throueh General m,pps and i ndorsed to General . 
Moore arid through GRI and through USCAR and at that_point we explain~d 
politely, but f'irrrily, that these claims pe·rtained to damage supposedl y 
caused by Air Force activities· and that if the · claims were submitted 
to this- office that every ·legal· consideration _·would be given. We wish 
f'urt,her to state that sufficient· forms for 10 c],aJms h_ad been f°q.rwarded, 
howev~r, t he lli.a.yor' s repr:,esentative stated that t,here were 25 · claims 
in regard to this. damage. The 9a,iance of the required forrns were 
dispatcheq from the Claims Office on· th~ d~y after our vi"si t : .to _ Ie Shima. 

,; . 
The status. of this · investigation is • not· considered to be comple te 

as of this date. It was · felt that due to the · f~ct that we were unable 
to <liecover any further damage other than s9r~ ·trees .whose needles had 
turned :- r~d and a. small corner of a pot,ato patch having ) ~em scorched, 
that it woul d be desirable t ·o assemble· each of the Okinawan c-laimants 

: after they had -submitted t heir written , claims·--ar}d ask them kindly to 
point out pl'ecisely what other property that migbt ~aye~· been . damaged. 
It would a.lso appear desirable_· in vim, ·_of the -appareot'"' injurious $1d 



adverse cor.1.mentaries appearing in local Okinawan ne,wspapers that 
perhaps repre sentative s of the Okinawan Pre ss be allowed to visi t 
t he island and witness the proceedings when this mat t er is brought to 
completion. 

30 August 1%6 o/s~ Harr; o. Hinz 
t 1 HARh o. HINZ 

l/Lt USJ1F 



GOVtRN1£NT OF THE: RYUKYU ISLANDS 
Office of the Chief Executive 

Naha, Okinawa 

GHI-LA-356 Aug 27, 1956 

SUBJ1'.;CT: Petition for Suspension of Firing Practice and with Hegarcl to 
the Damages by Burning of I mprovement s - Ieshima 

TO: Civil Administrator 
u. s. Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands 

Transmitted herewith for your favorabJ.e consideration are a petition, 
subject as above, and pertinents from the Ku-cho _(hea<lman) and people of 
Maja-ku, le Son. The condition of damages as investigated by our repre
sentatives is as stated hereunder. 

1. Swmnary of the on-the-spot investigation (Since the field investi
gation was conducted by one official for one day, the figures of 
area, etc. as given below were all -based on the eye-measurew.mt. 
So, this report is not deta~led and circUJT1stantia1.): 

a. Area of land affected (see the attached .map) 

Area 11A11 
------.. ----roughly estimated as 150,000 tsubo _ 

Area 11 B11 ----------rougtw7 estimated as 15,000 tsubo 

· However, the Majo-ku people allep.edly_ stated that the affected 
area was 300,000 tsubo or so, whoe Lwhili/ the area of farmland at 
Maja-lru in 1954 was 325 tan according to the pertinent record prepared 
and maintained by· the Son Office. On the other hand, the data obtained 
from the Ku-cho showed as follows: 

farinland----------------146,725 tsubo 
forest-land------------~ 33,000 tsubo 
rru:ige-------------------137,000 tsubo 

Total · 307,725 tsubo-

Judging from the above referred-to figures, the allegations 
by the Ku-cho as to be 300,000 tsubo will be right if or when the 
whole land· area are burnt up. Our representative investigator did 
estimate that the area cleared away by ·burning ·was about one-third 
of the said whole land and that it would be ~bout a hal.f, that is, 
160,000 tsubo or so even if .including the areas burnt up by spread
i ng fire. And t he Ku-cho himBelf ooderstood and was ·satisfied with 
such e s timation. 

... l 



SlillJJ~CT: Petition for Suspension of Firing Practice and With Regard to 
the Damages by Burning of Improvements - Ieshima 

b. Loss of improvements 

(1) sugar- cane farm ---- - burnt up by a spreading fire were 
about 300 tsubo and damaged were about 700 tsubo. 

(2) peanuts farm ----- burnt up by a spreading fire were 
about 400 tsubo and drunaged were about 500 tsubo. 

(3) sweetpotatoes farm -- damaged were about 400 tsubo. 

(4) pine-wood----- damaged were about 20,000 tsubo 
including approximately 90,000 pine trees; the . largest 
about 2 shaku 5 sun in the circumference of root and 
the smal~about 5 or 6 ~ round. 

(5) 11mokurno11 tree----- damages were about 2,000 tsubo 
including approximately 10,000 trees. 

(6) 11 soshiju11 tree---- damages were ·about 2,000 tsubo. 

(7) other miscellaneous trees 

For the people of Ieshi ma Island who suffered very much as 
.a result of' ·t he last war., all the -trees there are so valuable 
as building . materials, f irewood and the like. Some of the 
damaged trees wer~ cut down and carried, but most of them are 
still left nntouched waiting for due compensation. 

c. Outline of' t he destruction by fire. 

Actually burnt up were chiefly the wind-break trees ar ounct 
t he housing lot and f armland, and t he agricultural cr·ops were 
affected by a spreading fire. When asked, a soldier explained 
the reason of such intentional burning that: "The clearance 

· of standing trees were to sweep all obstacles from the field 
of vision and facil itate the. finding of range." 

Opinions of the Gov't of the Ryu.lcyus 

a. When the clearance of military-requisitioned land or the 
removal of agricultural ·crops and other improvements on the · 
nrl:].itary reservation area becomes necessary, a prior notice 
thereof should be given to t he people concerned for their 
benefits and interests. 

2 -



SUBJECT: Petition .for .JUSpension of Firing Practice and •"ith Re gard to 
the Damages by Burni ng of Improverre nts - Ieshima 

Incls; 
a/s 

b. Comp.msation for damages by burning of standing trees is not 
ye t made and t herefore :requested to be processed at t ne 
ear lie st practicable date. 

Though the agricultura~ crops are within the ndlitary-acquir ed 
land area which is tacitly permitted of being utilized by 
farners, your special cons1deration . is requested so that t he 
damages by spreading f'ire may be r e asonab.Ly _c ompensat.ed. 

By the way, apart f rom t he subject rnatter, this of fice 
further requests your appropriate action to prevent any 
trouble incidental to the bombing practice, since it is 
said that no counter-measure is now taken against any 
possible danger during the bombing practice, though not 
so bef ore. 

s/t/ SHUHEI HIGA 
Chief i xecutive 
Govt of the Hyukyus 
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14 September 1956 

Regarding fire clruna.ge on Ie Shima on 14 September 195G, Lt. Col. 

Rollman, Capt. Griffith, Lt Hinz and Mr. Ii,ukui of Kadena Air Base 

visited Ie ;3h ima Island and t hrough t he Office of the Mayor, Ie Shima, 

contacted Yomashiro Moto, the leader o.f l1aji Village, in order to deter

mine t11e location of' i'ire and/or bomb clainage a.llegedly caused by the op-

eration of Air ·Force practice bombing missions. 

Inhabitants of Maji Village were taken out to the bomb range and 

alleged damage q.f Haenjan Ryokei and Heanz.- Yoshikozu was inspected. 

Th~ .. land t hat was inspecbd was weil within tt1e :5000 feet bomb are a to 

t he east and south o.f the center .of the target. The c.laiinants insist 

that t.his damage was cause d by "eight Americans setting .t' iros" on t hree 

diff erent occasions between. the 12th and 15th of July. It should be 

noted that previously clairn blB11ks written in t he Japanese language for 

25 claims riad been f orwarcled to the 11.tayor' s 0ffice, this number of 

·alleged claims havine been determine d by that office, and today a request 

for more blanks was made by .Mr. Moto. When a sked t o surrender the c l aim 

.forms which he then · had, Mr. Moto indicate d tha.t they wanted to obtain 

estimates and i'urtlY~r ini"orm&tion before submitting the forms which he now 

has. ·rwo .fields were inspected on which sweet potatoes and peanuts had 

been planted. It appeared f airly obvious that these fie l ds had not been 

tended f or · someti.Jre and thp.t there was some i'ire damage. 

An undetermined number of trees appeared to have been . scorched and the 

fie lds s howed that s ome trees had been c ut down. 



Through the interpreter Mr. Moto was in.formed the necessary 

forms would be forwarded to him so that the alleged claims could be 

considered upon presentation. 

HA.HflY O. HmZ 
1st Lt., USAF 
Clair ·s Officer 
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Headquarters 
313th Arn. DIVISION 

United State s Air Force 
APO 239 San 1'~rancisco, California 

Foreign Cla:i.n s Commission No • .AJ.i'-12 

foNORAND U11 OPIPION 

31 January ms? 

SUBJ"i (,'T: 1~ultiple Claims Aris_ing from Alleged Fire and/or Boinbing 
Damage on the Island of le Shima, Hyukyus Islands, under 
the provisions of J\FR ll2-6. 
File Reference: AM1'"'PA/313AD/57-131-131.A-1 

1. Amount and Date of Filing: Claims were filed on 11 January 19~7 
in the amounts listed below. 

2. 'rype of Claim: AF.!l 112-6, Bomb and/or Fire lJama~:e. 

3~ Date and Place of Incident: Approximately 12-lb July 1956 near 
Kami 1-~ajabaru, Ie Son, Ryukyus Islands. 

4. Claimants Addresses: 

Name 

Ahagon, 0hoko 

Chinen, Koichi 

Chinen, Haha 

Chinen, Sata..ro 

Chinen, Sumaro 

Furugen, Taro 

Heianzan, Ryoichi 

_ Heianzan, Ryokei 

Address 

3-Han, Maja-Ku, Ie Son, 
Okinawa, R. I. 

4-Ha.n, Maja-Ku, Ie-Son 
Okinawa, R. I. 

3-Han, Ha ja-Ku, le-Son 
Okinjwa, R. I. 

2-Han, Maja-Ku, le-Son 
Okinawa, R. I. 

1-Ha.-ri, Maja-Ku, le-Son 
Okinawa, R. I. 

2-Han, Maja-Ku, le-Sop 
Okinawa, R. I. 

1--Han, .Maj a-Ku, le-Son 
Okinawa, · H. I. 

1 ... Han, Naja-Ku, le-Son 
Okinawa, R. I • . 

Amount Ap2roved 

4.88 

13.37 

.oo 

3.29 

4.17 



MEMO Opinion, Filo Heference Al1J<'PA 313AD/57-131-l31A-1, 31 Jan 57 ( Cont I d) 

Naroo Address Amount 1\eEro_y,2~ 

Heianzan, Ryoyo 5-Han, Haja-Ku, Ie-Son $7.49 
Okinawa, R. r. 

Higa, Hyotoku 2-Han, Maja-Ku, le-Son 7.26 
Okinawa, H. r. 

Ishikawa, M.ito 3-Hcl.i""l, .Maja-Ku, le-Son 2.10 
Okinawa, R. I. 

Ishikawa, Seifu 3-Han, Maja-Ku, Ie-Son 3 .. 29 
Okinawa, R. I. 

Ishikawa, Seikan 4-Han, Maja-Ku, le-Son .oo 
Okinawa, R. r • . 

Ishikawa, Seigen 2-Han, Maja-Ku, Ie--Son 6.00 
Okinawa, l{ . I. 

Ishikawa, Seiroku 4-Han, Maja-Ku, le-Son s.21 
Okinawa, R. I. 

Ishikawa, Seiryu 2-Han, l•iaja..;.Ku, Ie-Son .oo 
Okinawa, n: I. 

Ishikawa., Seiyu 1-Han, Naja-Ku, Ie-Son 2.33 
Okinawa, R. r. 

Hotoyama, ...;eigi 1-Han Haja-Ku, Ie-Son 9.54 
Okinawa, a .• r • 

. , 
Nakandakari, Kunio 3-Han, Maja-Ku, le-Son 3.87 

Okinawa, R. I. 

Ogido, Seifu 3-Han, 11aja-Ku, le-Son • 79 
Okinawa, R. I. 

Shimabukuro, Kichisuke 2-Han, Maja-Ku, Ie-Son 3.00 
Okinawa, R. I. 

Tamashiro, Kiichi 7-Kumi, 4-Ku, Naha-Shi 3.77 
Okinawa, R. I. 

Tokeshi_, l-'dchitomo 2-Han, Maja ... Ku, Ie-Son 2.68 
Okinawa, R. r. 

I' 
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J;~l10 Opinion, File Reference MWPA/ ~1:5AD/5'7-131-151-1Jt, 31 Jan 57 ( Gont' d) 

Name 

Tomoyose, 'fakatsune 

Yamashiro, . Gyuzo 

Yamashiro, Moto 

Yonashiro, 1'suru 

S. Facts: 

Address 

2-Han, Maja-Ku, Ie-son 
Okinawa, a. I. 

2-Han, Haja-Ku, Ie-Son 
Okinawa, R. I. 

2-Han, Maja-Ku, le-Son 
Okinawa, R. I. 

3-Han, Maja-Ku, Ie-Son 
Okinawa, R. I. 

Amount AJ?Erove<! 

2.10 

.oo 

In their present f'orrn, the various claimants alleged t hat the 
damage for which c ompensation is being asked was caused by 1·ires pur-
portedly set by Air Force personnel between 12~15 July 1956. All of the 
claims were prepared by -Ahagon, Shoko, the leader of :Magi Village. Each 
claim avers that: 11 7 or 8 airmen from Kadena Air Force spreaded . the kero-
sene and gasolene to the farm land, ranges, and forest at the vacinity of 
the Kami Naka Swneka, Nishie-M,u, Ie-son set a fire and burnt" o No specific 
information. was forthcom:ing as to time of da~r or sirnilar facts. The 11witl)f3ss", 
Ishikawa Seikan, who is listed on each -individua1- claim, was both convenient
ly .and mysteriously absent on each of four different occasions when the under
signed travelled to Ie-Shima investigating the se claims. Exhibit 60 relates 
the alleeations which appeared in one of the locaJ. Okinawan newspapers. 

On the spot investigation and interrogation indicates that the 
following is a fair recitation of t he facts surrounding the claimed damage. 

By formal lease agreernent with the residents of le-Shima, the . 
United States Air Force has leased certain acreage which is utilized as 
an aerial bombing r ange. 

Due to the lengthy dry speil (Exhibit 59), it was determined by 
the Site persormeJ. stationed on le-Shima, that the long dry grass · con
stituted a fire hazard to indigenous villages near the bombing ·range. On 
10 July 1956, four airmen acting under the direct supervision of S/Sgt 

· Van E . Shaw, Non-Commissioned Officer-in-Charge of the Fire Department, 
ignited a controlled fire 1--or t he purpose of burning off the target area. 

No gasoline or other types of incendiary substances were used to 
spread t he fire. Exhibit 59 indicates that one half gallon of DDT (a 



, I~MO Opinion, File Reference Alli1',:PA/316AD 57-131-131A-l, 31 Jan 57 ( Cont'd) 

mixture apparently contains some kerosene which holds the DDT in suspension) 
was sprayed along the desired fire line before the fire was ignited. 

On the following <lay another i'ire was set under similar circum
stances. Again a portion of the range was burned off immediately con
tingent to the area which was cleared the day before. 

Since the cl.aims are premised on fires supposedly set <luring the 
period 12-15 July 1956, we also made an investigation to determine whether 
or not Jl'lissions were flo1tm by any aircrai't during which bombs at tines do 
ignite fires, were dropped on t he range. Exhibit 66 reflects that no 
missions were flown on 11 or 12 July, but that som3 missions were flown 
on 10, 15 and 14 July 1956. 

Physical inspection indicates that there was fire damage, i.e., 
scorching of crops and trees. Inspection also confirms the fact that a.t.l 
of t he damage was done within the target area which is actually lease d by 
the \United States goverruoont. Numerous bomb craters were visible throughout 
the target area. The bombs themselves cause relatively small hoJ.~s on im
pact which are in turn greatly enlarged when the Okinawans dig down into 
the earth to remove the bomb casings which they sell as scrap. 

'Xhe claimants have submitted estimates of damage caused to their 
various types of crops, grasses and trees. Damage of' the nature under 
consideration here comes under the purview o!' paragraph 9, AFR 112-o. Tne 
exclusion cited in paragraph 9, supra, is not applicab.tc here. 

6. Citation of Authorities: 

The activities i'rom which these individual claims arise occurred 
outside the _continental limits of the United States. ~ach of' the claimants 
is an inhabitant of Ie Shima, Ryukyus Isl.ands, and therei·ore the clairn. may 
bt.:: considere d under the provisions of A/ R 112-6 and AFR ll2-6a. The ag
gregate amount claimed is in excess of the jurisdiction of Foreign Claiws 
Commi ssion No. AF'-12, and therefore, the composite fil.e and opinion ·is 
forwarded to Foreign Cl.aims Co:r;Jrd.ssion No. AF-8 f'or further action. 

Under tne lease agreeroont between the United States government 
q.nd the Okinawans, tne United State s Air Force has allowed fa r·ming activities 
to be. carried on "whenever the range is not in use" (gxhibit 58c). Al- · 
though the United States Air :B'orce apparently sought to save itself harmless 
i·or any "damages irulicted to (sic) ,r.;rsonnel or property (emphasis ours) 
within the Air orce leased l.and area' as recited in Twentieth Air Force 
Letter, i:>ubject: Pl.8-0pening Ie Shi a Bombing Range, 21 February 1%5, 
Headquarters, Ryukyus "Command (EXhibit 58c), the weight of authority is 
against the theory ·that an employ~r, or principal can by contract al.leviate 
himself of all tort liabifrty ( 38 Am. Jur. H 8). 

4 
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MBl"iO 0-p:inion, File Heference Al-WPA/31~AD b7-LH-lolA-l, 31 Jan 57 ( Cont 1 d) 

It is our opinion t hat t he doctrine of Hes Ipsa Loquitur applies, 
and despite the fact tha.t there is a variance as to the dates alleged by 
the c l aimants an<l the date·s indicated by the governrrent witness (Exhibit 59), 
the governntmt has not pres,en.te9 sufficient evidence to indicate that the 
damage was not caused by the activities of the United States Air Force 
(38 Am. Jur. 8 295). By virtue of this doctrine, it would also follow 
that the United States Air Force is unable to establ · sh that all or part 
of the damage complained of was not caused either by t he controlled 1'ire 
set under t he supervision of Sgt. dhaw or by bombing activities. Physical 
inspection i ndicated that sorre of the dainage complained of could reason-
ably have been caused by one of t he two fires set by Sgt. Shaw. Our in
spection of t he area revealed that sorre of the damaged land, all of which 
was within the limits included in t he lease , was scorched, but that an 
area of apparently undamaged .Land ( approx;lmately l,000 f'eet wide) lies 
in between these two areas. It is, of course, possible that a fire may 
have been started by persons or instrumentalities other thari t ·wse under 
the control of the United State s government, however there is no affirma
tive proof thereof. Under these circumstances, it is my opinion that 
governn~nt liability exis t s. 

The final consideration is t he amount of allowable damages. It 
is ap1.arent that t he Okinawans are on this range as licensees by virtue 
01' the government agreement. "Mere licensees ar e about the least favored 
in • .law or n~n who are not actua.1 wroncdoers 11 (38 Am. Jr. ~ 104). Al-
though, in keeping with tne po.titical views followed by these claimants, 
each one denied that they had knowledge or or that they accepted t he lease 
agreement referred to in thfs opinion, a sea.-·ch of the Hyukuan bank 
records show that each claimant wi th<lrew 75~ _ of the lease money· tendered 
and placed on deposit by the Uni~ed States government. 

Based on the lease agreement (which • is reportedly on i'i.Le in the 
¥1.ayor • s oi'.fice on Ie-Shima) and on previous processing 01' similar claims, 
it is -!'IY opinion that no payirent should be made for alleged destruction 
to crops and on.Ly_ t ne assessed amounts for damage done to the trees should 
be and are_ herehy approve·d. It is obvious tr1at t he alle-gations of damage 
to t :ie trees were, to say tne .Least, ere_atly exaggerated. Due to this 
fact, each cl.aimant was individually accompanie d t o his property and the 
number of' tre es reported <lamar ed was checked with the trees ( and stumps) 
actually on t ne j_and. The · results 01· t:.he physical check are reflect :i d in 
each ii1stanca by tne v ery t horough reports completed by t he Okinawan 
Engineerinc District, who assisted i n t he i nvestigation and a1praisal s. 
The me t hod of appraisa.1 is i n keeping with t he discussion pertaining to 
da111ages for trees contained in 15 Am. Jur. Damages ~ 118. 

7. Qpinion and H.ecommendatio_n 

It is my opinion t hat no payment shouid be made i'or t he crops ahd . 
gr a sses but t hat pa yir~nt sho · l ei be made f or damage t o t he tre e s whicn were 
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J·G}iO Opinion, File Reference, Al·1FPA/31.:5AD/!:>7-lol-131A-l, 31 Jan 67 ( Cont I d) 

on v1e .Land. Compensation for trees growing on this leased land has never 
been made, and therei'ore this portion of each claim is justified. The 
gove rnment has specifically given notice that bombing operations will 
cont i nue on t he Ie-Shima range and t hat the Okinawans farm the .land at 
their peril. Ttiere is ample reason t t1en tnat on.1y damages done ·_to fixtures 
and heredita:inents, inc.1uding t he trees are compensable. Eac11 indivi dual 
claim i s t hen <lisapprov,;d in part and approved in part ( see para 4, above), 
with t he exception of' t hose c 1-aims filed by Furugen, Taro; Ishikawa, 
Se i kan ; I_shikawa, Seiryu and Yamashiro, f'loto whicll claims are enti_rely 
disapproved. 

HNmY O. HINZ 
1st . Lt., USAF 
Foreign Claims Commis sion No. Af-12 



He 3dquartcrs 
313TH AIR DIVISION 

United States Air Force 
APO 259 San Francisco, California 

Foreign Claims Commission Ho. AF-12 

Major Maurice J. Street 
Foreign Claims Commissim No. AF-8 
Southern Air Materiel Area, Pacific (A11C) 
APO 74, San Francisco, California 

Dear Major Street: 

12 December 19~? 

Inclosed herewith are the signed Set tlerrent Agreements ( the original 
and one carbon copy of each) for t he 26 claimants. As our previous letter 
i ndicated, 1'7 claimants accepted the money and the remainder did not. 

We reaJ.ize that your individual. 1etter indicated that you desire 
to have three copies returned and t hat the claimant mie ht retain the 
fourth copy for his personal use. · · This was not possible due to t he fact 
that our f i nance of ficer insisted on having one signed copy for e ach claim 
that was paid. 

,. Since we have made payment on t he se c l aims some of t he agitators 
on _tne Island of I e Shima have caused t he l ocal police to inquire as to 
whether or not t he cl.aims were actually paid. I mention t his to y ou 
on y to give you an insight on the type of pe ople with whom we are deaJ.ing . 

Our finance people w~re not quite sure of the procedure to be used 
in allocati ng t he money · f or these CJ.aims and it was nece s sary ·.for us to 
loc.a1.ly reproduce various i tems of corr ;Spondence and rile mate rial. I t · 
would be gr eaU y appreciated if you wollld kindl y f or1iard t o us y our pol.icy 
in regard to t he number of copi e s of various items which are required t o 
be f orwarded to f i nance i n claims of this na ture. · 

Best personal re gards t o you and t he other membe r s of your s t aff. 

23 I ncls 
Settleroont Agreeroont s 

Sincer ely yours, 

HARRY O. HINZ 
1 st Lt_ ... ; USAF 
Foreign Cl aims Commission No. A..fi'-12 
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SCi~AJ> BOOl·i fE SULTS IN DU\I'H •JR I NJUilY 
Oft' 16~ PC.:1t :Y.JN S THIS L ~Ml 

(Ryukyu Shi mpo) 

While still rresh in our .· memory tha.t an explosion case which took 

place in e arly Septeinber took ·the lives of 6 persons who were attempting 

to extract gun-powder inside the f onner air.;.raid sheJ. ter of the Japanese 

Ariny located in Haebaru Son, a miserable accident again took place on 

December. 7 on an islet 01.·.r Kaneku, in which a sheJ.l e.>..-ploded, ·killing and 

injuring il ·persons. Scrap which constitutes. 56% of total exports is also 

depriving persons of t~1eir lives, .and according to . statistics· of Po]4.ce 

Headquarters, 1,452 persons were either ldlled or injured due to ~xploslon 

during the past ten years, including 163 per.sons this year·. 

More.over, according to statistics prepared by Police Headqu~ters, 

persons who :were either killed or injured in · 1946 and thereafter totaled 

293 per sons in 1946; 312 in 194 7; 180 in 1948, 106 in 1949; 60 in 1950; 63 . 

in 1951; 46 in 1952; 97 in 1953; •69 in 1%4; ·63 in 19S5; and 165 in 1956 (as · 
., 

of December 8). · During the period f r om 1946 t,o 1948, many duds. were scattered 
. . . . 

on the .fields and hills throughout 9kinawa, and almost all explosive cases 
. . . .· . 

which took pl.ace during. the period ivere accidental. However, it is consi,<lered 

that acciden_ts which took place afte.r the di_sposal_ .of such shells wer e due mostl y 

to collection of scrap. 

Scrap price·· changed accord.~n~ to . thE: · trend of the world, . sucll as the 

outbreak ot; the Korean l-lar, its qease fire, a.dvancernent of Red Cnina and 

disturbances _in, Middle and Near East, and ranked second in the· l ist of exports 

in i9S5, amounting .t~· $5,363,000 next to h~ack sug~ which 81110~-U,d to 
35,458,000. 



Scrap Boo1;1 Results j n Death or Injury o.f 163 Persons This Ye ar ( Cont'd). 

the amount of $.9_,867,000, aen.in st black sugar which -totaled $4,690,900. 

USCM{ official is of t he view that the s hip-building boom in Japan is 

responsible for t,hfs, but· at any rate, scra p collection by poor farmers 

and fis he rman lj_ving near the seashorE; is responsibl e for the tragic ex

plosion cases. 

Excerpt from DAI LY OKINA1t/AN PRESS SUHM.AHY (10 December 1956). 



OF.lt"'ICE OF PUBLIC lNFORMATION 
U. s. Civil Adm:inistration of the Ryukyu Islands 

Naha Okinawa 

Pffi:ss RELEASE: 15 May 1957 

SCRAP THTh"'VES AND THOUGHTL~SS li'ARMERS CREATE WATER SHORTAGE FUR 
MARTHE CAMP HANSEN AND Km HOSPITALS 

Scrap thieves who stole steel fl.ood gates from a reservoir 
serving Marine Camp Hansen . in Easley Hange have caused a serious 
water shortage for the cruap and -for the Kin TB and mental hospitals 
which are supplied water by the camp. 

In stealing the fl.ood gates the thieves let 200 million gallons 
of water flow into the sea, representing a serious loss, especially 
in view of the water shortage which began to plague the camp and Kin 
hospitals :in January and has persisted. 

Estimate qf the volume· of water lost was given by Col. George M. 
Cookson, Engineer, U. s. Army Engineer Group, USARYIS. · The Marines · 
recently took over the camp from the Army. 

The Kin hospitals are· served by a th!ee-quarter~ of a mile long 
pipeline connecting with a container at the M~.rine camp. When the 
Marines' supply is reduced through drought-or vandalism, such as the 
theft of the steel gates, _the hospitals also suffer. 

Farmers heedless of the ·consequences have also . reduced the water 
supply by tapping holes in the water lin~s so as to irrigate their 
fields. 

The water supply problem has been so acute for the_ !1arines that 
have had to haul water, which has hindered their training activities, 
and they have requested USCAR to make other arrangements for supplying 
emergency water tc.-? the hospitals. · 

If the reservoir at Can;> Hansen re-fills and mainta-ins an accept
able water level, the Marines say they intend to supply the hospitals 
thrpugh the existing pipeline up to 15,000 gallons of water per day, 
as available. · 

. ~ 
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RYlI'ClU SHIH.PO ( NEWS ARTICLE) 10 July 1957 (M) 

SACRED PLACE PRESERVA'flON C01-1MI'I"f ;-ili FORMED 

With the intention to erect a fine monument on the ground where 

Gen. Buckner was killed during the war in Takamine Son, which was 

devasted by thoughtless scrap collectors, thereby _contributing to the 

Ryukyu.an-American friendship, some 20 persons of financial circles in 

Okinawa held the second meeting at the Daiichi Mutual Bat1k at 5 p .. m., 
July 9. This plan was made partly with the advice of Mr. Juji Kasai 

who visited Okinawa in March for an inspection at the invitation of 

Gen. Lemnitzer, former Governor of the Ryukyus. 

In addition to Mr. Kasai, the yesterday's meeting was also attended 

by preparatory corrraittee members of Jinshiro 11:iyagi, Kotaro Kokuba, 

Shuho Tomihara, Kamakichi Oshiro, Hajime Irei, Seiei Nakamura, Genshu 

Asato, Noboru Kakazti, Seiei Oshiro, Shoyu Funakoshi, Koyu Gima, Soichi 

Nakairna, Atsuo Yamashiro, Ryoko Higa, Hikosho Nagamine, Tsuneo Shiroma, 

Mutsuo Nakada, Seihaku Oyadomari, Seiko Hokarna, Seizen Nakasone and 

-Tosh~o Onaga. 

At the meeting, the preparatory coimnittee was changed to promoters 

committee, which was· named, "Okinawa Sacred Place Pres,3rvation CoJ'ID'llittee," 

and as the first project, it was decided to erect monument~ to the late 

Gen. Buckner ~nd Gen. Ushijima. Moreover, in -order to strongly carry: out 

the plan by calling out to the men of financial circles in Japan, 15 

members were appointed for this purpose. 



Okinawa T:imes (Commentary) Tuesday, 21 l1iay i957 (S) 

Frcrn Kisetsu-i'u Column 

0 

A report was sent to the Naha Police Station from 'l'omigusuku Son 

th.at the authorities of the village are troubled with the "scrap 

detector" acquired in expectation of the scrap lx>om. 

It is said that the scrap detector can £ind ferrous metala 

however small they may be. As a result, various places including 

residences and roads within the village were dug up. 

In particular, since scrap is being collected within sub-villi gee, 

villagers there are in great fear lest shells should explode when they 

were dug out, and the weapon of civilization seems to be a source of 

trouble for the villagers. 



PRi m UF SCi?J,P .U:S::, ,'i Tu :,f, :30 l< rl l \ .+i : A'l"i'.:: NTIUN 0F 
D:•;i\ J2; '.1-=:i i.•'OCU3~D .Ji DI~POSAL Oli' SUNKl<.: N· VE.SSBLS 

( Okinawa T -ne s) . 

Scrap export which was started in August 1953 totaled 191,000 tons 

as of the end of December 1956, and fees paid to the Government (by the 

scrap dealers) amounte d to ¥114,372,000. A.t ·one tin~, tnere were more 

than 70 scrap dealers, but this number was reduced to 30 because of slack 

business, and t11e remaining dealers barely found their way out of the 

difficulty. Ho1•1ever, iron and steel prices rose internationally sin~e last 

year , and the price .of scrap exported from Okinawa is showine an unprecedented 

h:_i_gh price of' $90 per ton, proving to-be very profitable to _the dealers. _ 

The recent issue of the "Kinzolm Tokuho 11 reported t nat t,his favorable 

condition will continue this year and t hat t t1e pro:;perous c0nclition since 

12.st ye ar was caused by economic activitj_e s as a result of increased invest

rrents in various countries, progress of iron and steel consumption industry, 

as well ' as · improv~ment in t he J.i ving s tandard of t he I~e ople. Okinawan 

dealers c_oncerned _are expecting t!1e c ont i nuatioi1 of -this favorable condi tion, 

\-fhile t he general public· are taking an increasing interest in scrap · iron. 

The Tride Section oi' Gill I s Econo:rnics Department is of. t he view' that 

scrap export t _his year will show an all tine high·, f avored with world-wide 

prosperops condition of iron and steel. It is consrderecl that this year, 

attention of scrap dealers will be focused on t 11:~ disposal. of sunken vessels. 

Some dealers are planning tne collection (of sea scrap) by borrowing one or 

t wo-ton cranes from Japan, . and the earlf ·settfomi3nt of' the problem of dis

posal of Japanese stJ?ken vess~~s· fs bein~ ~tron~y _desired. 

_According-_ to statfstic·s o~ : scrap export·--~qmpiled py .the _ Tr~de _ Section, 



~9,52~6,000 in 1954; 30.,t:5U0 tons and ll3,910,000 in 1955; ?o ,'387 tons 

and ¥38,116,000 jn 1956; and 44,391 tons and ¥?.2,818,000 in-1957. T ... n 

the meantime, tile price of steel bar for construc-tion purpose which was 

more t han ¥70,000 ( Japanese yen) in Japan last year is gradually declining. · 

According to information received by Okinawan dealers concerned, tne price 

will come do~m to ¥61,000. around Harch. 

Excerpt from DAILY OKIUA'df!J~ PH.B . ...;S Sll}l}li\.iU (13 January 1957) 



I OKINAWA SHTI1BUN 
News Arti cle (T) 
11 Ma-rch 1957 

ONE THOUSAND F { VE HUNDRl.m fll{.SUN.3 KlLLED 

OH IN SUR~ BY ~XPLOS TVE ACCIDENTS DlHU NG 

THE PAST 10 Y'uillS 

,J 

According to the statistics compilt?d by the Public Safety Section 

/37 

of the Police Headquar t ers concern:ing the explosive accidents which took 

place during ~~e past 10 years, 822 explosive accidents took place tJ1rough

out Okinawa during the 10 year period from the year 1946 to the year 1956, 

causing deathes or injuries to 11 459 persons (503 killed and 956 injured) . 

The comparison between the year 1955 and 1956 shows as follows : 

In 1955 

Death 22 persona 

Injurod 41 persons 

62 Persons 

108 persons 

The breakdown of the explosive accidents which took place during 

the 1946 - 1956 period and_ persons affected according to district shows: 

District Number of Eersons affected Number of~ 

Koza 206 persons 121 cases 
Itoman 204 " 108 "· 
Shuri 185 tt 99 " 
Yonaba~ 175 fl 92 n 
Ishikawa uo n 78 " 
Motobu 117 " 75 n 

Nab.a ll6 II 55 n 
Maehara 98 , " 57 II 

Nago 54 " 51 !' 
M:cyako . 51 ff 56 " 
H~nt<ma 38 It 30 " 
Yaeyu.a 17 " 12 " 



The Okinar,ra Times, July 9, 1957. ( Editorial) Y. 

LET US EFfECT THOHOUGH PREVENTION OF ACCIDENTS AND DISASTERS 

It appears that the number of dead and injured due to accidents 

in the field of labor is rapidly mcreasing year by year. The regulation 

requires that accidents that occur in places of_ work employing 10 or more 

workers be reported to the Labor Standard Office, but due maybe to faulty 

understanding of the regulation, accidents are not reported. Small that 

the number of accidents and disasters should. be on the increase. 

Although statistics are lacking, the Labor Standard Office reports 

that 90 percent of the accidents are caused by lack of knowledge about 

~ safety, indicating urgent need for educating laborers on the safety 

measures, and fu this connection we recollect the great disaster which 

took place in the waters off Zaki.mi, an explosion which took a toll of 

30 lives. 

_They~must have been aware that ships sunk during the war are liable 

to be loaded with explosives, so, on preparing to explode such a ship, 

one ought to have taken refuge before touching it off, anticipat.ir.ig a 

great explosion. Details of the work and the cause of the disaster are 

not clear s i nce all of the men who were engaged :in the maneuver are dead, 

but if they had-had a knowledge of safety, the accident need not have 

occurred. 

In the battle of Okinawa 13 years ago, 200,000 people lost thei~ 

l i ves and countless nurnber of people got injured. And even now Okinawa 

has_ some characteristics of a battle ground, explosives scattered all 

over the fields and mountain- ranges and on the sea bottom., killing and 



znaj1n:ing men from time to time. The record of the Police Headquarters 

show that in the last 10 years - from 1946 to 1956, 1461 (dead· 505 and 

injured 956) men and women were victims of accidents. 

Several years after the w~r accidents occurred due to the attempt 

to extract powder from shells with the intent?,On of catching fish with 

dynamite; but, since 1950, the number of accidents has declined steadily, 

the living condition of the people having improved considerably. But 

then the dealers in scrap metal prospered, and since 1955 accidents have 

occurred more frequently than ever before, so as of the end of June th.is 

year as many as 50 accidents have taken place involving 56 dead and 36 

injured. Since the accident, is caused -by unauthorized coUecters of 

scrap metals the best way to stamp out this sort of accidents would be 

to tighten the control ~f unauthorized scrap collectors. 

The law enforcement authorities ought to instruct the prospective 

scrap metal collectors on the safe handling of explosives an.d license 

men with .knowledge of safety measures alone for the scrap metal collection 

and authorize them to control unlicensed scrap metal collectors. 

The government observes a safety week every year in an attempt to 

prevent accidents from taking place, but the main objective of the 

_ movement ia the prevention of accidents in legitimate places of work, 

neglecting the prevention of accidents jn the fleld of scrap metal . col

lection where most accidents take .place. 

The law protects victims of accidents and the employers are req,uir~d 

to improve the work~g condition of laborers and preventive measure may 

be taken by employers on their own initiativ~, but victims of accidents 



in the -field of work beyond the rea ~h of the law have no financial 

guarantee of any kind, and this is the more reason for the authorities 

to adopt adequate measures to prevent this kind of accidents. 



DA JLY OKINAWAN PRESS SUMMARY 

Wednesday, 11 April 1956 

NEWS AR'UCLE 

INVESTIGATION REVEALS THAT GUARir SHOT 
WOMAN WITHOUT CHALLENGING HER {~yu Shimpo) M. 

(Central Branch) As reported earlier, while digging for iron scrap 
a little after 6 a.m., April a, at the uncultivated field of the ammuni
tion dump located in Chibana of Misato Son, a 32-year old vanan named 
Etsuko Yonamine, a resident of Yamazato-ku ·of Goeku Son, was discovered 
by two Okinawan guards, and an MP sergeant who shot her to death. This 
case has been under the investigation oi the Maehara Police Station, but 
as a result of an on-the-spot investigation made by the offici.als of the 
Police Station on the afternoon of April 10, the following facts were 
con!imed. 

Although the spot is an off-limits area, there is. no ott-limits 
sign stanqing in the area nor is there aey barbed wire tence around the 
area, leaving the area open for anyone to enter. No . (stationary) guards 
are posted in the area. The hour of 6 a.m. is bright enough for aeyone 
to distinguish women from men. The distance between the patroling MP 
and the woman was 38 meters, and the MP shot her to death without order~ · 
ing her to stop or ti.ring a warning shot. 

· Nobuko Higa (l.9;years old) and Chiyo Tamashiro (43 years old) who 
were also diggirtg for scrap together with Mrs. Etsuko Yonandne, and who 
were being detained at the Koza Police Station, were tr~nsferred to ·· 
Maehara Police Station and are presently being subjected to examination. 
It is not yet known whether Etsuko was shot because she fied, but accofding 
to an investigation of tho Police Station, it was confirmed that she was . 
shot from the front. Incidentally, it is said that there ·were about 20 
to 30 other Okinawan:, digging for scrap near the spot. 

. '1 1 '1 j 
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DAil,Y OKINAWAN PRESS SUMMARY 

Tuesday, lo April 1956 

EDITORIALS 

WE ARE BURNJNG WITH RIGHTEOUS INDIGNATION ( Okinawa Times) Y. 

Of late accidents arising from scrap collection are taking place 
one after another, some losing their lives by tampering with gun shells 
in being unable to BUppreas their greed, while others become ma:imed or 
an invalid for life by hand11ng the shells unwittingly. These tragedies 
which occur al.most every day may be peculiar to Olicinawa, the former 
battleground. However, it is also true that the profitable sale of 
gunpowder and shells is contributing a powerful urge to perpetrate this 
tragedy. 

Gunpo'iider besides being harmful to human life, constitutes a powerful 
influence in- depleting our marine resources through illegal inshore fish
ing by the use of dynamite, and this matter calls for serious consideration. 
In view ot the many tragedies taking place recently, it would be consistent 
to take a precautionary measure, such as banning the d:l.rect dealing with 
empty shells by the scrap dealers. 

Although this is on1y one of the many tragedies connected with the 
collection of scrap iron, a gruesome tra.ged;y took place on the 8th at the 
Chibana Ammunition Area of Misato-son, in which . a 32-year old housewife 
who went hunting scrap for tbe firs~ time- was shot to death by a guard. 
Everyone who has seen the picture of the unfortunate woman with her three 
young children taken a week before her death must have been moved deeply, 
and pemaps no one possib~ escaped the sense of deep regret and indigna
tion that such a killing could be jUl:ltified regardless of the motive of 
the intrusion by the unfortunate voman. · · 

We -do not know 1-hat effect the warning "Al'\Vol'le who enters this 
restricted area w1 thout due permit is liable to be shot to death, " will 
have legally, but it is a sad reality that killing can be legalized in 
our human Bociety. It is understandable that warnings muat be posted 
for the purpose of preventing danger or for security ·reaaons1 but is it 
·1n keeping .with_ h~ principles to · depr;lve a pei;son of his life because 
he ·or she ignore~ tli~t· warning? - It wae around last year that an Okina~
who broke int~ a1;1 Allprican home· was shot to death with a hunting gun. In 
that case )19weyer, 1~ ·.was said that the ·:man shot - the cul.pri~ in self
defense . as the · intruder was armed, but in this caee the intruder 1a a 
defenseless female. _ Nothing can be more tra.gic. 

_ Since it is reported that the traged~,- took pl.°ace at dawn.,.. it _ 18 - _ 
possible that the guard was unable to discern the intruder, and_again it 
is possible that. the shot which was -intenC,.ed to £righten the intruder off 



./ 
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unfortunately hit tho woman, hut in either case, the killing should not 
be justiiied. It is our hope that the Government will innstigate this 
case and make the responsibility clear, and at the same time, we would 
like to point out that the responsible person should make due compensa.;.. 
ti.on to the young children and the husband. 

WE HAVE OOUBTS TOWARD THE SHOOTJNG CASE ( Okinawa Shimbun) T. 

The incident in · which an impoverished female scrap colle.ctor who 
entered an off- limits ammo area and was shot to death by guard on duty" 
has shocked us as the most miserable tragedy involved with scrap collec ... 
tion. Of course, it is illegal to enter an off limits area, but if .it 
should be permissible to shoot to death such :illegal entrants, we can o 

. not but say that therl 18 a limitation 1n making light of human lives • 

•: j We do not deey the justification of the guard 1n taking such action. 
The guard may say that he shot the woman because she fied, or there may 
be a regulation providing ,:that a guard may shoot those who do not atop 
when challenged, but even so, we can not help wondering whether it was 
necessary for the guard to take aha and fire ai' ·the intruder. It is 
considered t}lat a warning shot might have been sufficient, for it was 
evident by the fact tna't the intruder fied upon being challenged that 
the person ·was ·not one which would threaten the _life or the guard. 
Hence, it can ·never be said that the act was in self-defense, or that 
it was taken to protect the aatet, of the 8JllfflO area. 

We do not know as to whether the -guard .involved is an Okinawan or 
a foreigner, but regardless of the nationality, · we wish to strongly 
appeal this to the conscience of the world as an undemocratic incident 
t.hat took place in-Okinawa. Today, eleven years after the end of war, 
the tendency to· make light of human life 1s· still seen in Okinawa, 
despite the fact that the fundamental principle or democracy must be to 
respect human life. We made great sacrifices in the last world war, but 
we. obtained democracy in -return. There_ is no nationality or boundary in_ 
democracy and it must be observed by all people who love peace. 

The aisfortune of Okinawa lies in the tact that talse democracy reigns 
- as r~l democracy. In othe~ words, undemocratic prac;tises are trequently · 

conducted in the name of democracy. This tendency can be seen in the . 
fields of politics, econoiqy as well as education and other social aspects. 
For ~le; wtJ, is there no concrete counter-measure toward traffic and 
explosive accidents while respect toward human lite is -.phaaized; why 
are no residences for the working people built while reataurants and 
o!fices are being constl\lcted in successionJ vh.r ia no· measure taken 
toward working pupils while advocating the protection of children? 

ill these problems are direc~ connected vi th . the fundamentals of 
( ~an politics. It is undeniable 'that the act of thinking nothing of 
..... __ , 
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human life, when it must be respected as the principle of de100cracy-, is 
resulting in creating a gloomy society. When thinking of the aotiv~ that 
led the woman to enter the 0££;,..liaits area, we are provided with tood for 
tho~ght. If it were true that poverty produces ignorance and crime, 
resulting in_ miserable death, thus is a political-problem. · We request 
the aelf-refiection of those concerned with the incident, and at the 
same time, earnestly hope that everyone will make se.lt-introspection so 
as to elblinate every tendency to make light of t:iuman lite, including 
this sort of :iitcident. · 

COMMEWTARIES 

(R3ukYu Shimpo) M. 
Kinlco Mokuzetsu Column 

. "People frequently think that such evil crimes as robbery, murder, 
and arson can be prevented because of the existence of death penalty, 
but this is nothing but self-deception. The motive for a crime 1s more 
serious and it is more proper to interpret that a crime is a natural 
phenomenon &8 a reaul t of being driven to distress in terms or clothing., 
food., shelter, love affair., gn.uige, liquor and .poverty put together. 
It signifies negligence of Government officials and constitutes an excuse 
for politicians' ignorance and responsibility~ -

"The education of crim.1nal.s by isolating them f'ro111 the outside world 
is most fitting in meeting the spirit of penalty. On the other hand, 
efforts should be made to probe the social cause· for the crime., and it is 
considered that this is the best means for eliarlnating. crime a permanently. 
In 1954, the Supreme Court in its judgement declared, 'Lite is priceless. 
Lile or a . man is more precious than the earth. ' It is wrong . to kill a man, 
even at the hands of a nation. Such death penalty will event~ bring 
about the tendency of making light of human life as well as a motive for 
evil crimes. Thus, death penalty should be absolutely abolished." 

The above is an opinion concerning abolition of death penalty as . 
expressed by Mr. Akira Masaki., a mellber of the Society f'or Reformation 
of Penalty and Soc;ety. (This a~icle appeared in the ·weekly Asahi 
published. in Japan.) We do not intend to QOmment on the abolition of 
death penalty here, but especially quoted the above .article in order to 
emphasize the tact that human life JJUSt be respected. Sometiae. ·ago; the 
British Parliament_adopted a resoluti~n tor aboliabing the death penalty 
·1n consideration that the deprim o! a man of his lite enn it he should 
be a vicious criminal, 18 contrary to humaniey and respect of.human life. 

Now then, bQv about the situation -in present Okinawa? Isn• t human 
· life here extreael.y" made light of? <Ale ot such examples is the case in 
~ch one ot thre~ ·okinavan 'WOiien vho entered an o.f'f~limits area auninition 
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area at Noborikawa to collect scrap iron, was shot to death the day 
before yesterday. Of course, there is no doubt that it is wrong to 
enter a restricted area and no one can complain even if one should be 
shot. 

There is doubt, however, whether it is permissible tor one to 
shoot another to death or whether one is allowed to shoot another be
cause it was an illegal act. Judging .from the fact that the two other 
persons were arrested, there should have be~n no need to shoot her to 
death. The case can be summed up by saying that it was an action which 
went too far. 

(Okinawa Sbirnbun) T. 
Karo Tosen Column 

There ia a woman who was challenged by a guard while engaged in 
scrap collection upon entering an ammo are_a and was shot for attempting 
to nee. She is to blame for · entering such of£ limits area, -but opinions 

·are being voiced that some other measure should have been taken instead 
of killing her. This is a natural view, and we can not· help sympathizing 
with the killed woman, her husband and children. 

This is not the first time a person was shot to death £or trespass~ 
inginto a military reservation, bu:t each time we hear o! such cases, we 
are led to regret the trond to think lightly of human lite. Repeated 
warnings have been_ issued against such illogal entry, but even so we 
pity the victim. In view of the fact that there was a caae in which a 
guard was shot to ·death sometilae ago, it may be natural for guards .to be 
extreutely sensitive toward such illegal entrants, but even then, deep 
consideration must be made toward the act of firing ;a gun since human 
l_ife is involved. 

Though we do not know whether the guard was an Okinawan or a 
foreigner, it was not proper tor him to have _ aimed at the intruder. He 
-could have f':i.red a warning shot to scare her away. · This is the time 
wh8ll harshness of imposing a death sentence on criminals wo colll'ldted 
hoaicide is being criticized, and abolition-of death sentence is being 
advocated. In the British House of Connons, a bill for abolishing the 
death sentence was·pass~d in February desp~te government opposition. 

We are not advocat:lng the abolition of death penalty;· ~l}ut. ·are 
urging self-refiection concerning the cruelty of simply depriving one 
of his life. There is an old saying •Don't hate the person but hate his 
crime," and ther~ is no reason why even the li£e of a vicious · criminal 
should be taken-away simp~. This is the preciousness ot human life. 

4 
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The act of aiming to kill a person just like a worthless insect, 
is too cruel a measure, even for an ignorant pers~m who did not respond 
to the warning. It is not possible to maintain peace vi th the principle 
o! 11.i:::Ul one if he does not understand even after he is told." True 
democracy nmst stem from the spirit of respecting the individual hwnan 
lif'e. 

5 



DAILY OKlNAWAN PRESS SUMMARY 

Wednesday, 18 April 1956 

NEWS ARTICLE 

DECISION FOR PROSECUTION TO BE 
MADE BY THE COMMAND ING GENERAL ( R3ukYu Shimpo) M. 

In connection with the shooting case in which Mrs. Etsuko Yonamine 
(28-year-old), a resident of Yanazato-lru of Goeku Son was shot to death 
early on the ioorning of April a, the Rycom Public Information Office 
announced on the 16th that an :investigation was completed by the R;ycom 
Military Police and charges filed against the American guard who tired 
the fatal shot at Mrs. Yonamine. However, it seems that the decision 
as to whether or not the guard will be prosecuted will be made by 
CoD'IJlRnding General Moore at the recommendation of the Staff Judge · 
Advocate. · 

· With regard to legal. procedures in this connection, Col. Gaynor., 
Rycom Staff Judge Advocate, stated, "In order to give a decision as to 
whether or not it vas proper for the guard to have shot the woman to 
death, CODlllanding General Moore will designate one investigator. among 
those other than judges, and the investigator will prepare a written 
investigation report separately f'rom ·that of the Military Police., by 
sunnoning witnesses. After a study is made of the report by the Staff 
Judge .Advocate, Commanding General Moore will decide· whether or not 
the .guard should be prosecu~ed at the recommendation of the Staff Judge 
Advocate." 

Incidentally, it seems that Corrmanding General Moore appointed an 
investigator concerning the · shooting case _on April l?th. 
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PRESS RELEASE: 

PRESS & PUBLICATIOOS 
CI&E US CAR 

Naha Okinawa 

16 April .1956 

CHARGES FILED AGAillST GUARD WHO SHOT WOMAN IN OFF-LDUTS AREA 

A full investigaU.on has been completed by Rycom military authorities 
into the fatal shooting of an Okinawan woman in the early morning hours of 
8 April, it was announced by the Rycom Public Information Office. 

Charges have been filed against the American guard who . fired the fatal 
shot. 

According to information uncovered in the investigation., Etsuko 
YonSJ¢ne, aged 28, of Yamazato-ku, Goeku--son., and two women coNpaniona were 
in an off-limits area near the Chibana . fire station when the American and 
Okinawan guards appeared on the scene. 

The guards called '!halt'~ several times in .Japanese, and two of the 
women stopped, but Mrs .. Yonamine fled and the tatal shot was fired at her 
by a guard as she ran. 

A warning shot was said to have been fired oyer her head before the 
fatal shot we.a fired. · · · 

The two women companions of the deceased, in statements to investi ... 
gators, admitted that they had entered the off-limits area for the purpose 
of stealing scrap metals. 
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DAILY OKillAWAN PRESS SUMMARY 

Thursday, 12 April 1956 

NEWS ARTICLES 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE MAKES JNQUIRY TO USCAR 
CONCERNlNG THE SHOOTING INCIDFNT ( Jtrukyu Sh:impo) T. 

On the 11th, Chief Executive Higa made an inquiry to Civil Admini
strator Burger concerning the actual situation involving the case in 
which Mrs. Etsuko Yonamine was shot to death by a guard for entering 

/L/3 

an off-limits area at the Ammunition Area located at Noborikava of Misato 
Son. Toward this inquiry, the Civil Administrator replied that he had 
already requested Deputy Governor Moore to conduct an investigation; 
hence, it was decided that the Chie! Executive would make a request for 
proper "measure as soon as the result of the investigation was received. 

Statement of Chief Executive Higa, 

"Right .after the occurrence of the incident, -r ·made an inquiry 
to the Police Department of ORI and the Public Safety Department or USCAR, 
but since I could not obtain sufficient infonnation frat them, I met with 
the Civil Administrator to inquire about · the case. Toward this, :the Civil 
Administrator told :me that he had alrea~ requested Deputy Governor Moore . 
to investigate the case and that he would notify me about it as soon as 
the results were known. Since this is an incident that took place in a 
military reservation, there is no altemative but to rely on the investi
gation report of the military, and as soon as the results are known, I intend 
to ask for the proper counter.;.measure. I want all people to refrain .from . 
going near the off-limits area hereafter." · 

BEREAVED FAMILY SAID HEART
BROKEM AT DEAffl OF 'ETSUKO-SAN' (Jtrukyu Shimpo) T. 

· (Central Branch) According to the investigation made by the Koza 
Police Station concerning ~e situation of the ·boreaved family ot late 
Mrs. Etsuko Yonamine . ( 32 yeare old of 5 ban, Yamazato Ku, Goeku Son·, who 
was ehot to death by a ·guard tor entering the Ammunition Area at Noborlkawa, 
it seems that her husband, Mr. Seiko Yo~e, (55 years old), is still 
suffering from nigbi.,re, and seeuas to be in a daze with three mall 
cnildren to care tor. 

)fr. Yonaaine was an employee o! ·a military J110tor _pool but eince 
losing hie. job, •s engaged in collection of scrap, earning about n,ooo 
ever,y 110nth. With increased expenses due to the eldest dauFJ}ter' s, siek
nese (pleuriq), his incoae bQcaae insut'ticient, .tbus· aggravating the . 

· famil,- 1 s liYelih~. · As a reS.Ult, Etsuko •tarted helping her husband 
in collecting scrap though having an infant to take care of. The taaU, 
lives in a eb&bby 4-taubo { 1 teubo eq. S6 . ,sq. ~t.), · tin-rooted hou~_e, and 
it se•• that the relationship ~tween the husband and wile us extremely 
hanaonioua ·and Etsuko . never co,-plained ot their hardahip. She wu devoted 
to her ch~dren -•~ vell. ... liked and adllired bT the neighbor•• 



DAILY OKINAWAN PRESS SUMMARY 

Friday, 13 April 1956 

EDrrORIAL. 

HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRATIC POLITICS ( lcyu.kyu S_!limpo) M. 

Hwaan rights are ignored under autocracy or a feudalistic system: 
Under such politics (in the past), there was nothing man could do as 
there was no concept on human rightso There was no constraint on the 
part of the governing class of people, such as royalty and nobility., in 
depriving the common people of their lives just as 1! killing a dog or a · 
cat. Thus, it was a misfortune to the people who were killed, and this 
was the cross they had to bear. 

The period _when people were freed from being killed at random 
differs from one countey to another,- but the date can only be traced 
back 209 or 300 years. Setting aside blood-shedding stories, it was 
only just recently after the tennination of the last war that the 
people in Japan were guaranteed by law to enjoy the right to live. 
Yet, such rights are not yet fully enjoyed by the people. · The longer 
democratic policies are in force, the more protection human rights 
are given, . but onee a ·war breaks out, the nature of such democratic 
politics change, bringing about an abnonnal situation. 

Even after the tennination of the war, such ~bnormal situation, or 
to be more exact, a state of war continues to. exist on -Okinawa, with the 
consequent result that cases often arose in which human lives were wiped 
out eimp]J. One of such examples ~a the case of an Okinawan woman who 
was ehot to death at Noborilcawa in Misato Son early on the morning of 
April 8. In spite of the fact that 11· years have alread;y elapsed Since 
the end of war, a state of war still exists. · 

In apeaking ·or scrap collection, it is a fact that people sometimes 
steal shells; and trespassing into an American militacy ammunition dUJIP 
is naturally wrong. · aovever, the act of depriving a person of his life 
w:ithout due court p~cedurea· is not justitiable, even if such person were 
to be charged vi th a · crime and arrested. Such act is called an unlawful 
act. Regar~ ss o_f the country, military di_scipline is strictly enforced, 
and particularly in the case of. an a.munition area, strict 'sentry regula
tion is m:>st· likely en!orced_. 

. . 

In connection with the shooting case of. this tille, it is said that 
several persons had tl"espassed into the off-liaita area ·at the same time, 
but it is also said that they did not enter the area lilce gangsters or 
robbe~s, but to coU~t scrap in order to support their famUies. We do 
not say that the_ illegal. entry was proper, but that thq should have been 
arrea,ted and puniabed, and it was contrary .to bumanit,' to have shot the 

, ) wanan to death. - · 



In relation to this case, it is reported that Chief Executive Higa 
requested the American military to conduct · an investigation of true facts, 
but the Government should take thorough ueasures to prevent such deplorable 
incidents, and at the same time; take a thorough measure for relieving 
those unable to make a living other than through collection of scrap, even 
by conmitting an illegal entry ( into an off-limits area). This is the 
natural obligation of the Government in the name of democratic politics. 

COMMmTARY 

(Okinawa Shimbun -)T. 
Karotosen Colunm . 

In spite of the fact that eleven years have elapsed ~ince the end 
ot war, there are still many persons who are victimized by explosion of 
shells and other explosives 1n attempting to remove the powder, while not 
a tev persons vere fired upon tor entering an off limits area in search 
9£ scrap. Most of tho~e who trespass into the military reservations do 
so at the risk or their lives, tor they are well aware that they are 
col'IU1litting a crime. However, in the case of the shoot:ing of Mrs. Etsuko 
Yonamine., it was too cruel an action, even though her entry into the 
military reoervation was illegal. 

According to the morning edition of the Okinawa Times dated the 
12th, ProsecutA:>r Inoue or the Nakagami Branch of the Public Procurators' 
Oftice made an on-the-spot ·investigation on the li th arid heard about the 
situation at the time from the tvo SP1 e who happened to be riding .in a 

· jeep with the MP who shot the woman. It seems that the two told Prosecu
tor Inoue that at the ti.me the incident took place, it was bright enough 
to tell whetlJ,er it vaa a .man or a woman. · Moreover, that Etsuko did not 

1 try to nee, but that she was standing apart from the two other women at 
a spot directJ.y in front ot the MP, _ and was :1hot from distance ot about 
60 meters. The merciless and cold-blooded act ot aiming and shooting at 
a helpless wo11&n who did not try- to resist., is indicative of ~cessive 
disregard of human rights. · 

. According to the report from the Central Br~nch ot this newspaper, 
it seems that the woman's bereaved family is at the depth of poverty, 
with her husband, Seiko, having lost his job and the -5-year-old daughter 
suttering from plouris'y. Etsuko lost her precioU8 life :in attempt1ng to 
help her husband by collect1=ng scrap. _At the time abolition of death 
penalty 18 advocated in England, in base· Okinawa, human life is . snatched 
away like that of a dog or a cat. 

We can not but heave a sigh at having been born on this Ul-tated 
islands, but before doing so, it is more urgent tor all Okinawans to 
start a moveaent :In an effort to extend . helping hand·s to -the bereaved 
faail.y. This tami.cy will be able to make a fresh start it each person 
dQnates one-yen. If help were to oo, denied ~d .the family lef't, ¾ its 
fate, it will be_ proof that hwwli• no longer exists in Okinawa. 

2 
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The · 0:kinawa. Times, May 18, 1957. (commentary) Y. Evening edition. 

THE MISATO CASE VS THE SOMAGAHAHA CASE. FROM THE RONSO COLUMN. 

According to the report of the Okinawa 'fimea (April 19.), the claim _ 

for comp~nsation by the bereaved family of-.Mrs Etsuko Yonamine w!10 was 

shot to death on April 8 last year while collecting scrap metal, by _an 

American guard, was rejected on the ground that she was shot to death while 

attempting to take posaession of what does not belong to her, so there 

is no reason that her death should be compensated for. This is too tragic. 

But when the claim was _filed again, call:ing for reduced amount of compen

sation, intended to cover the expenses required in completing the 

compulsory education of the bereaved children, this was· also rejected 

on the ground that, "although it is a matter to be regretted, there is 

no law in the United States authorizing to pay the compensation, in this 

case. 

According to report at' that time., Etsuko-san, the mother of 5 young 

children, of whom one is sick, unable to live on what_her husband earned 

alone, decided to go out collecting metal scraps, and early on _the morning 

of April 8 vent looking for metal scraps with a couple of her friends. 

/.nd she was _shot to death while collecting pieces of scrap metals inside 

the r~stricted area of which she was not aware, when she was found by the 

American ·soldier and, trying to run away, was shot in the back. 

Although this shocked and infuriated the people througllout the .island, 

there was no apology or consolation of any-kind f~m the military, while 

the soldier wh9 shot her was freed after a perfunctory military judgement; 



moreover the victim was branded a thief, no compensation of any kind 

having been made to the bereaved family. A hwnan life was treated as 

~ightly as that of a dog or a cat. 

There is a ·great difference between this case and the similar case . 

" which known as the Somagahara case as far as the American government 

attitude toward these cases is concerned. 

What is the Somagahara case? On January 30, Hrs. Naka Sakai, 

wife of Mr. Shukichi Sakai was engaged in the collection of fragments 

of shells inside the restricted area of the manuevering area of the 

American forces located at Somagahara in the Gwuna. County of Gunma 

Prefecture 'When she was shot to death by an American soldier, bringing 

the public indignation to a boiling point, as Somagahara case. The 

culprit was arrested right then and there. Although the American 

military authorities hinted at its being an accident which took place 

in the course of -the manuever, it beCBDle clear that it took place 

during the rest hour by the testimony of the eye witnesses. This ~se 

shocked the United States also~ Shortly after the incident, on February 

8, the acting American ambassador officially expressed regret in writing, 

representing the American government, to Minister of Fo~eign Affairs 
.. 

Kishi, and stated that the American military authorities would take 

appropriate measures and bend every effort in preventing the recurrence 

of that kind of' tragedy in the future as far as humanly possible. (The 

loss of a human life is a heartfelt sorrow to every one concerned no 

matter what the result of the inqui17 into the whole case.) Furthermore, 

the comnander-in-chief of the division expressed his regret to the 
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prefectural governor of the Gunma Prefecture, while the battalion 

cormnander expressed his regret to the bereaved family, and- the men 

and officers of the battalion raised a fund an<l sent it to the 

bereaved fanily to comfort them. 

The Department of Defense also expressed regret on February 6, 

and said that they too had been shocked, This :incident is indeed 

deplorable, we will do every thing possible in clarifying this case 

and deal with the case accordingly •••••••• ; the case llIU.Bt have taken 

place accidentally, for we are unable to believe that such act could 

have been committed on purpose. Nor can we believe that it has been 

committed as a sort of a joke, for i .t is impossible for any American 

to commit such an act under any circumstances unless he has gone berserk. 

The humane. attitude of the American military authorities in Japan 

aa well as that of the American goverment seems to have touch,ed the heart 

of the bereaved families, and the~ Shimbun reports the mental state 

of the bereaved family as follows: (April 50) The Sakai · family which 

has been deprived of their ioother, is now being ta.ken care of by 

Yoahiko-san { lB), second eldest daughter who takes care of her 5 younger 

brothers and sisters, while the younger 8aka.i1 ( 22) works ·in the farm 

helping his father who is · away most of the time due to his du ties as . 

alderman of the vollage. She said, - "At my mother's death I thought I 

could 'never hate ·American servicemen enough, but with the passing of. · 

time I now feel that ~e fellow who killed ay mother must be repentant, 

so 11\Y ha te is now melting wq. - Love calls forth love; -the· warm spring 

air thaw the thick ice. 



These two cases are similar m every respect. The only difference 

being that while the shooting in Somagabara took place during a maneuver, 

.. in the case of Etsuko-san it was an incident in the early morning with 

plenty of room for consideration, yet the American attitude in these two 

cases is so greatly different. 

How do you account for that? And this only one of mal\Y such cases. 

It is my ardent wish that the Okinawan leaders who advocate that the 

time is not yet ripe for reversion to Japan· will consider this situation 

carefully and at length. (May 11) 

By Seiryo Kamiya.ma 

· i 1 · j l 
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Okinawa Ti.mes, 19 April 1957, (News Article) K. 

CLAIM OF ETSUKO YONAMINE' S BEREAVED FAM:0:..Y 

FOR SOLATIUM REJECTgD AGAIN 

(Koza Branch) Mr. Seiko Yonamine (55), resident of 3-han, Yamazato-ku, 

Koza City, husband of the late Etsuko Yonamine (32) who was shot to death 

on April 8, 1956 by an American guard while collecting scrap within the 

. military installation located at Chibana, Misato Son, f~ed a . claim with 

.USARIS, Staff Judge Advocate · Section on December 26, 1956 through Mayor 

Higa of Koza City for paying a solatiwn in the anount of ¥420,000 for 

schooling his three bereaved children until they finish the compulsory 

education. However, the claim was rejected again on April 10 .on the 

ground that there is no provision in the law· of the U.S. to pay· such 

solatium. This answer was given to Mr. S~iko Yonamine· and the Gushiken 

Villagers Association in Koza City ( represented by Mr. Seiei Uema). 

( Gushiken is a sub-village of Kandmotobu Son from which Mr~ Seiko 

Yonamine hails.) 

At first, Mr. Seiko Yo~mine claimed a compensation of n,703,045, 

but this was tumed down for the reason that ·the late Etsuko Yonamine 

was shot to death because she took what did not belong to her. However, 

·since the· bereaved .f'amily was too miserable to bear it, Mr. Seiko 

Yonamine again claimed a solatium of ¥420,000 !or giving the compulsory 

education to the three bereaved children. ·· 

· At prese~t, Mr. Seiko Yonamine has left his 4-year-old first daughter 

and 1-year-old first son to his parents liv:ing .at. his native village, 

and is making a bare living with one child. in his hands by working by 



the day. But he is said to be in a position to have to take the other 

two children over because his parents are too old to take care of them. 

Moreover, the Koza City authorities decided to investigate the 

condition of the bereaved family in a few days together with a welfare . 

worker, and to make a request to the welfare office for application of 

the Daily Life Security Act to the family. 



DAILY OKINA~v'AN PrtESS SUMMARY 

Friday - 50 November 1956 

SUSPENSION OF BOMBING :PRACTICE 
PE.'TITIONED BY IEJil1A ISLANDERS 

1117 

Ryukyu S!!_impo M 

On the ai'·ternoon of November 29, five persons, including Mr. Shoko 

Ahagon representing landowners of the maneuver ground for bombing practice 

in Maja-Ku of Iejima, visited the Government and submitted a petition to 

the Chief Executive together with a written opinion of Mayor Oshiro of le 

Son. The petition was signed by Mr. Tamotsu Agarie, Ku head of Maja, and 

requested Government assistance in suspending the bombing practice. 

On October ~l, the sub-viliagers were asked by the American militariJ 

through the police to refra.in from engaging in farming within the designated 

area while bombing practice was being conducted, for their farming wou.lld 

interfere witn the bombing practice. However, the landowners are continuing 

to engage in cul ti•vation or farms and collecting scrap amidst the bombing 

practice by saying that they do not remember approving the use 01' their 

arable land. 

'\ 



DAILY OKINAviAN PRESS SUMJ'-WlY 

3 December 1956 

NAJA VILLAGBRS BEAJvl WITH JOY AT UNEXPECTED 
REVENUE DERIVED FROM COLLECTION OF BOM.B F:~AGNEN'fS 

)ljfj 

Ryukyu Shimpo H 

(Northern Branch) Maja sub-village of Iejima, which once created various 

repercussions internally and externally in relation to the military land 

prob.Lem, is · now prospering with the sciaJ? boom. 1'his boom is attributed to 

the collection of' fragments of bombs used by the American Air Force for 

bombing practice, and since a maximum of 2 or 3 tons of bombs (bomb frag

ments priced at i5 1 000 or so per ton) are dropped on a training day~ _it 

seems that t.he villagers used to go near t he bomb explosion area to collect 

t he fragments of the bomi.Js bei 'ore they were even dropped~ 

Theref ore, the American military issued a w~ing on November .Ll to 

ref rain r'rorn cultivating farr,tland and co.Llecting scrap during the tJornoing 

practice. On the other hand, t :Oe 1,;otobu Police Station a.tso warned- the 

villager s that t r1ey shou.Lcl co.Llect scrap after the bombing practice, i'or 

collection of ·scrap on the day of bombrng practice was ver,J dangerous. 

However, since scrap coJ.lection is t he onl.y s oucce oi' revenue on the 
''u 

part of landowners of I1aja whose land has ueen requisitioned as tno man~uver 

ground, arLd as they can not harvest l'arm crops, the landowners com; e rned 

conc.1ude<l an agreement at t he previous meeting to vest tne right of collect ing 

scrap to owners of t he respective land where t :-iv '.X,JT;os were to be dropped, 

in order to avoid a dispm:,e • 



DAILY OKINN:JAN .Pt{.c;S3 ~UhhAH.Y 

4 December l 9b6 

1 :b,AR FROM SCHAI-' B001'i 1 · l•iAJA KU HEAD 
rtELATB.S DIS'I'R::;s s OF MAJA VILLAGERS Ryukyu Shilll}JO 

With regard to the article carried in this newspaper on December 51 

reporting the scrap boom in Maja sub-village of iejima, hr. Siwko Ahagon, 

h 

Ku head of Haja, visited tnis newspaper yesterday ai't.ernoon and stated t hat 

the article was no·t correct and that the villagers were in a dire situation. 

Hr. ·PJ1agon also stated as 1·011owa: 

"When bombing practice is conducted by the military, fragments of the 

bombs fall on the farmland, but these fragments are buried as deep as 10 

or 20 feet in the ground, and it is almost impossible for an ordinary man 

to dig them out. Horeover, even ii' they were dug out, it would not be worth 

it as it will take a considerable number of days. Such work is also dangerous, 

and tnough bullet.s f ired f rom maclline gw1S fall on tne J.and, fragments of 

8ombs scarcely do. 

"Moreover, while it is easy to collect bullets fired from machine guns, 

t hey are so small triat t.heir collection does not brj_ng much money • .Presently 

in Maja sub-village, .fannland which is t _ne only source of livelihood is 

devastated due to t he military maneuver and the· villagers . are eking out their 

livelihood with t he small military land rental. Our wish is that we will 

be able to f ann our land without being threatened by the f iring practice." 



SHELL t.:XPLOSI'~1N ON I SlET OF'F KAmNA 
CAUSSS 11 iE/..THS AN;) :INJUHlliS 

( Okinawa Times) 

Explosion of a s hell on an islet 50 meters off Kaneku of Kadena Son, 

resulted in de aths of 4 persons, serious injuries to 5 and s1ieht injuries 

to 2. Around 3 p.m. on t he ?th, while .iiroyuki Haezato and his companions 

were dismant.iing a 105-JTlilJ..imeter shell on the islet, . the shell sudden.Ly 

exploded kil.iing Hiroyuki Haezato and Seiichi. Uechi of Kadena Son and two 

others, seriously injuring Takeo Nakasone (27), 1-iitsuo HaJnakawa, Takeyoshi 

Ikerna and Ikuo Shimozato of 4-han, 4-ku -of Kadena Son and one other, and 

slightly injuring 2 o.thers who were working nearby. 'l'he 7 :i.njured persons 

were imrr.ediately taken to the 1-iachinato Army Hospital by a military ambulance; 

but all t ~1ose seriously injured are in a critical c ondition. 

According to investieation of the Ka<lena Police Station, dismantled 

shells were piled at the scene of t he accident, and judgine from this, it 

is c onsidere d t hat these rr.en had stolen the shells i'rom a sunken vessel off 

Toya. of Y6mitan Son and 1-mre dismantl ing them. It is said that the J:Olice 

{ will ir!ve stigate the injure d :p3rsons and pursue t hose that l1ad fled, I'egard--

ing t hem to be nabitual criminals who were stealing gunpowder and dismant.iing 

sunken vessels. 

Excerpt from DAILY OKrnAAv• p_ ·.: . .3 .::,lfr~hAr Y (8 December 19b6). 
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(Ryukyu Shirnpo) 

A terrible accident due t o an explosive again took place around 

2 p'.rn., December 7. As usual, this accident took place while powder was 

being extracted fror/J a shell at Kanekuhama of Yomitan Son, instantly kill

ing ti men and eiving serious injuries to 3 and slight, injuries to 2. Why 

is it t,h:1 t such accidents still continue to take place despite t he constant 

warning issued t hrough newspapers and other rredia, and efforts of the 

controlling autr1orities? 

'It is _said t hat ignorance of those who i ndiff erently mctract powder 

i'rorr. she1-1s is responsible 1' or t he accidents, but jucleing from t he number 

of accidents that have taken place so i'ar despite t he warning mentioned 

above as well as moveme nts ·for prcventine the accidents, it is c onsidered 

t hat they run t he risk while fu.Lly knowinc t i1at mishandling of explosives 

will resuit :in death . If so, t hey are extr acting powder from she.J,.ls at tho 

risk · of their .Lives. ,ie <lo not kn ow now nmc h money t hey earn from t his 

dangerous work, but even ii' t he amount shou.Ld be gre at, it is beyond comrnon 

sense. 

This me ans ti1at t hey c an not find any r.1e ans or making a l iv~ng other 

t han t hr oui:;h extr action of powder from she.Lls while aware of the danger to 

t heir J. i ve s; in ot ;1er 1 rnrrls, t here is no worthy work excepting for extrac

tion of powder f ro, . sheJ.ls. It is c onsidere d tI1 at t he situation i s suc h t '. ;_ t 

t ney will run a risk as a rna t-wr 0 1· course, creat i. g the worst. situation. 

The newspapers reported t nat 22 lunch boxes were left be ind at t he 

s pot wher e t e expl'os ive acciden t took p.lace . Those who escaped death or 
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injury fled i mmA<liate :Ly ai'ter the explosion. · Tnis is c)e cause t he y ·we re 

f'ul J_y aware ot t i1e i' a.ct that extracti.on oi" powder fr om s riel1-s was ille gal 

and dangerous. If so, it is evident t hat t he accident or t hi s t i m3 i s 

not attr ibuted to i gnor ance of t he dange r, and t he y must have engaged in 

t he daneerous work in order to rnake a l ivj ng. 

What attracts our attention is t he fact t r1a.t a l most a.Ll vino we re 

killed or injure d in tt1e accident were y oung nien in their twenties. Speak .. 

ing of youths in t heir twentie s, t hey a r e o.t the starting point of .1i1'e and 

are full of hope. Tney wouid not be foolish enough to expose themselves 

to dant::er unless circrunstances compelled t11ern to do so. Ii' these y ouths 

should be provided with worthy jobs, such an accident would disappear 

spontaneously. Statesmen should realize tha t prevention of such a miser

abie accident can not be attained with mere passive counter-measures like 

issuing warnings or exercising control. 

Excerpt from DAILY OKINAWAN Pfili SS SU1'J·ii:J{Y ( 9 December 1%6) • 



(Okinawa Shimbun) 

Anotr1er explosive accident has tak~n p lace, kiJ.line 6 persons and 

seri ou_s ly injuring 5. -~·Je feel that· we can no longer overlook tnis sort of · 

an accident whi ch took p lace at, tnc s eashore wnile attempting to oxtract 

powder fr om a shell, f or a cc i dents oi' t,hi .s nature is bej_ng repe ated in 

incrr:: asinp; number or late, as . if i gnoririf, t he r epeated warninr s issued by 

the c on t rolling authorities. 

J udging from t he accidents wh~ch took place i n Haebaru and I snikaw2., 

a particularl y strict warning mus t _ have been made. The fact that s uch 

cases do not decrease proves t hat t hese dangerous materialG are scattered 

throughout t he i s land in c onsiderable quantity. In oti-ier words, it will 

be no exagge ration to sa~/ tliat supervision . ancl control are 'not sut'ficier_1t. -

Those who cause such accident,s are 01· t lle view t :1at regardless of 

hm-r strictly t he c ontrol i s enforced, t he re are loophole s to ou-twit the 

superv-isor;y autnorities, and 1, t1ey somehow work out 3. met nod t o evade control. 

'l h:~s i s t :-1c r eason t ni s sort oi' an accident c,loe s not decre ase. i·lh a t is i m-

portant in preventi ng suqn case s and t hus save precious l ives is to make . 

these people aware of t he dange r i nvolved. Hm-mve r, to those who risk ·t heir 

l ives to col.met scrap, such warning will have no effect,. This nieans that 

they ar e driven to s uc h acts f r om a more fundamental proble m, and it is important 

to give t houeht on ttd.s .aspect in stamping out t hese accidents. 

,<fe wil l oe a t a loss for words i.f t hey s ay t:-iat t hey are resorting to 

such act becijuse t .ey 1ave no j obs or rr~ans to make a .livi ng. Anyone woul~ 

be compelled to <lo so if t hey were driven into extreroo privation. Even 

tnen , t here is no reason why they should be al.lowed to r i sk their lives for 
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Can 't Szplos ive Accidents Be Prevented? (C ont 'd) 

dangerous wor ks. Since it is difficu1t to hope for sel.f-awakc_ning of 

these people, it s ,:;er.!S r.10st j mportant to exercise strict :·:nlpervisj_on over 

th8 se pe ople. For t his purpose it is neces sar :,' t o 1:.aint a:Ln a strict watch 

toward p owde r ext raction and scrap collection and prevent stockpiling of 

dangerous materials. It would also be necessary to restudy t.he method of 

supervision t hroughout t he island. 

With t he present i nsufficient numbe r of .police, it may not be possi ble 

to strengt hen the supervision i n every detail f or other crirne s are also on 

t he incre a 0e, requiring t he activities of t he poJice, as all t hese must be 

handled by t he police. Even so, t he situation s hould not be left in the 

pr e sent ~'> tate. The be st possible rnethod that can be adopted to copa wit11 

ti1e situation ,-rill be to conduct thorough supe rvision and enforce strict 

penal ne asure s. 

'•'xccrp t from :J,\ILY OKINAWAN P~1GSS ;3UMHJ\RY ( 9 December 1956). 
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Office of the Inspector General 
313th .Air Division 

United St ates Air Force 
APO 239 San Francisco, California 

SUBJ~CT: Staff Visit to le Shima 

TO: Commander 
313th Air Division 
APO 239 San Francisco;"' California 

1. On 25 January 195'7, a staff visit was made to Ie Shi.ma by 
the following officiaJ.s of USAF, USCAR and GRI. Th? were: 

a. USAF: 

(1) Lt. Col. RICHARD J. ,,ADE - 313 AD IG-PM 
(2) Lt. Col. JA1£ S F. GIDDENS - 313 AD OC-I 
(:3) Capt. WILLIAM T. S~11'0N - :313 An OC-T 
(4) 1st Lt; ROBERT H. WOODALL 18 FBW Training Aids 
(5) Mr. KATSUl1I KUSUMI • Dist. Off. #'3 OSI - DAFC 
( 6) T/Sgt YtLIX E. MASSAIA - 313 AD IG-P 

b. ~ (Land Office): 

(l} Mr. BOBBY D. BILLINGSIEY 
( 2} ¥.er. JOHN To Slllil:HAN 

c. GRI (I-Q. Police) 

(1) Police Commancler EZIO J MINE 
(2) Chief Criminal Inspector, (Detective Div.) KM/ATA111. 
(3) Ass 1t Chief Criminal Inspector, (Detective Div.) T0MAY0SHI 

2. A conference with the Mayors, Ku, Son and Shi Chiefs of le 
Shima was held at 1330 hours_. Ivir. Katsumi Kusumi addressed the group 
for Lt. Col. Wade, informing them of the following: 

_a. The accelerated use of the bombing range. 

b. Larger bombs, weighing ·250 poun~s each, to be used. : 'I'hese 
bombs to be filled-with sand and c ont ain a small explosive, marking 
charge. 

c. The heavier bombs being of more danger to anyone within the 
confines of the larger area circle of the bombirig- range. A 250 pound 
bomb was placed before the group to stress -this point. _ 



,H3IG-P, Hq, 31:5 AD , Subj: Staff Visit to Ie Shima 

<l. During weather conditions which preclude use of tne bombing 
range that in<ligenous personnel may enter aft ,✓r they have ascertained 
that the siren has not blmm and the red flags are not up on the tower. 

e. On any day, when bombing practice is over, the siren will 
be sounded and the red flags lowered. 

f. That people are not to go within the range for any circum
stances, when the range is in use. 

g. Tnat when they are within the range that. they fill in the 
holes that they dig. 

n. A request for cooperation bet~1een the people of le Shima 
and the United States Air force, that if this cooperation is not received, 
that the · Air L''orce has no recourse but to fence the area and have it 
patroled by guards and K-9 sentries. 

i. The United States Air 1:t'orce will not accept any responsibility 
for persons injured within the range when it is in use. 

j. All possible· safety precautions will be used to prevent 
danger to the people, but i-ie cannot protect those who will not cooperate. 

k. · A siren is installed on the tower and is- being used in 
conjunction with red flags to notify the people when the range is in 
use, and when it is safe to enter. 

1. When the range is to be used, the siren will sound three (3) 
distinct blasts ot· ten seconds duration, and the red flags raised. v-Jhen 
the range is clear for entry, the siren will sound one (1) long blast, 
and the red flags lowered. · 

5. A/2C Hisamoto, 18th Air Police ~uadron then addressed them and 
informed them that on 17 January 1957 six ( 6) people were arrested for 
being on the range <luring bombing practice. They were . tried at Naha, 
found guilty and each given tm-ee months confinement at hard labor and 
fined 3000 yen. 

4. GRI Police Commander Omine· then addressed the group stating 
"Nov. of 1956, Chief Criminal Inspector Kawakami had been to le Shima 

-and had received the promises of the Mayor. Ku, Son and dhi chiefs that 
the- people would not enter the range when it was in use; however, we have 
received numerous complaints about these promises. being ignored. It is 
very regretable that the Air . . force Officials and n.wself have to cone out 
here and give you people the same kind_ of warning. The n.ir .1.i'orce has been 
good enough in permitting your ·peopl e to enter the range and salvage the 
scrap iron. This scrap iron belongs to the -Air Force and it is normally _ 
collected -and di~posed of by the Air Force. 

2 
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s. GRI, Chief Criminal Inspector (Detective Section) Kawatami ·then 
addressed the group and reminded them a gain of the November 1956 agree
ment and promis~s they had made. 

6. GRI Ass•t Chief Criminal Inspector (Detective Section) Tomayoshi -
then addressed the group and explained the kir1dness of the United Stat-es 

- - - - -- ~ · Air -Force ~ror ·.1ettrng -t11e-p,eopre-sa1vage- afiOfiaVe tflescrap \if11cn---i1~-~lfa11.r --
belonged to the Air Force. That if the people continue to violate and · 
ignore the war ning, he will be forced to instruct the scrap iron dealers 
not to buy any scrap from le Shirna. The GRI police after all is charged 
with t11e responsibility · of maintaining law and order, the ref or, the po-
lice will prosecute to the utmost extent of the law any further violators. 

7. The group were then asked if they had any questions or 1natters 
that they would like to have clarified. The following questions and 
replies were made: 

a. How can we go about making e~peditious legitimate property 
damage claims again~t the Air l' orce for any damage caused by Air Force 
activity? Could the OSCAR procedures for submitting claims be expedited? 

(1) They were informed to notify the Air Police on le .:>hima 
who will advise the Division Provost Marshal at Kadena 
to notify U3gal _ Of'fice and Operations Sections. 

(2) The paper work. can then be submitted later. 

b. Will the Air Force give compensation for anyone injured or 
ldlled off the range by falling bombs or projectiles? 

(1) You may be certain that the United States Air Force will 
give full sympathetic consideration to an adequate adjust
ment in an incident of this type. 

8. The Mayor of Ie Shima then addressed the USAF, USC,AR and GRI 
representatives and stated his sincere desire to cooperate on the pre
viously discussed matters, his deep regret of -this trouble that has 
arisen in the pa.st. That as Mayor, he will again give numerous warnings 
throl:]gh the village chief's. Regardless of · his same ac·tions in the past, 
a few chose to ignore him and the ·warning he gave them, causing this 
trouble. He believes the majority -of the people are regarding -and obeying 
his warnings. He will again order them to refrain from disobeying safety 
regulations. Those who do not should be prosecuted by the government. He 
also stated the people who did cause this condition ·are previous offenders. 
He agafo stated his desire for a spirit of cooperation between his people 
and the United States Air Force. 

9. The meeting was then closed. 

--- -- · ---· -

.. , 

' ' 
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10. M/Sgt. Snodgrass and A/2C Hisamoto were then requestea to do 
all they couid to foster better relations, through various recreational 
activities between the Air Force and t he people of Ie .::,hima. 

Lt .. Col., USAF 
Provost Marshal 
Office of the Inspector General 



Okinawa Times, 6 February 1957. (News) K. 

YOMITAN SON URGES EACH SUB-VILLAGE TO EXERCISE THOROU(l{ CONTROL 

OVER COLLECTION OF EXPLOSIVES 

(Koza Branch) The Yomitan Son Office held a regular meeting of sub-

village headmen at 10 a.m. on the 4th at the Civic Hall of Takashio-ku and 

consulted with officials of the police station about popularization of crime 

preventive thought .and controls over illegal entry into the military installations 

and illegal collection of explosives. The meeting was held in view of the present 

situation in which some villagers, stimulated by the recent scrap boom, are taking 

shells out of the vease.ls sunken in the near waters and even children are making 

illegal entry into the maneuvering ground at Zampa Point to collect shells. In 

particular, it is extremely dangerous to enter the ammunition yard at Zak:lmi-ku 

and collect cartridges. 

In view of such situat:ion, USCAR' s Public Safety Department is said to have 

warned strict.ly that it would not only not guarantee the safety of those who enter 

such dangerous areas but would also take an overall measure of o.tf-limi. ts and 

prohibit the tacitly app_roved fanning if nesessary. At the meeting, Chief Asato 

and Mr. Higa, in charge of laws of the Kadena Police Station, explain~d the 

dangerousness of collecting expl~_sives and the actual condition of the illegal 

entry into the military installations in order to urge the villagers to exercise 

self .-control, and requested the yi.llagers to control such ·conduc~s on their own · 

responsibility :in cooperation with the police station~ Thus, it was decided 

that the villagers of .various sub:-vlllages would .exercise thorough control by 

holding -rallie~ at their respective sub-villages. 



Incidentally, in order to heighten the crime preventive thought, the 

Kadena Branch (Kadena Police Station) of the Crime Preventive Association is 

scheduled to show a picture on crime prevention at the five civic halls 

within Yomitan Son during the period .from the 4th to the 9th of February. 



OKJNAWA SHIMBUN 
News Article (T) 
16 February 1957 

\ . 

KADENA POLICE CONFISCA'l'ES 12,()(X) 

POUNDS OF BULLETS CONCEALED UNDER 

A FLOOR 

( Central Branch) Upon being informed that a group of persons ha-iling 

from Miyako were extracting powder from the cannon shells at the coast of 

Mizugama Sub-village of Kadena Son, after pulling up these explosives from the 

bottom of the sea off Mizugama coast, the Kad~na Police Station launched on a 

thorough investigation within the jurisdiction of the Station in the morning 

of the 15th. However, when the authorities rushed to the scene, these people 

had already gone, having noticed the move of the Kaden.a Pol~ce. 

On being informed that two fishermen, named Sinai (about 36 years old) 

and Yumei (about 33 years old) who had been renting a country house of Hidenobu 

Okuma, of 5 ban, 5 k:u, Kadena Son fled recently leaving l2j000 pounds of 

_- explosives which were pulled out from the sea bottom off Kadena, under the 

{ floor of their rented house, the Kadena police unmediately rushed to the place and 

found the explosives under the floor of the house in question. The Kadena Police 

innediately in.fomed this to the mil1ta.ry ammunition d:i.sposaJ. unit ·and had the . 

unit dispose of the explosives. The Kadena po_lice says _ that it wants to further 

strengthen the supervision over this problem and mete out heavy penalties ~ 

soon as those ~egally possessing the explosive materials are found out. 

{ 

. · I 1 / 4 
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RYlHCTU SHIMPO ( NEWS ARTICrn) 16 March 195'7 ( M) 

1WE .MADE SATISFACTORY INSPECTION OF oKrnAWA 1 

SAYS MESSRS . TAKAOKA AND SATAKE 

Evening Ed.ltion 

Under the sponsorship of this newspaper and NHK { Japan Broadcasting 

Corporation) a round-table conference 1'18.S held on the evening of the 

14th at the studio, under the chairmanship of Mr. Shien Yoshida, Chief 

Secretary of the Nampo Dobo Engo Kai, attended by Messrs. Daiauke 

Takaoka (Liberal .. Democratic- Party) and Haruki Satake ( Socialist Party). 

:t-""'ollowing are the details of the round-table_ conference: 

Yoshida: "Thank you for your- fuli'ilment of important mission of 

this time. I think that the re;;il situat.i_on of Okinawa is such that it 

appears to be far away (from Japan) in spite of its nearness and ·vice 

versa, but I hope you will tell me frankly about what you have minutely 

heard and seen :in Okinawa, beginning with the outline of the inspection •••• " 

Takaoka: "Since I was appointed as head of the party as a reaul t of 

a discussion conducted on the 4th, I started making a schedule on · the 5th. 

I prepared a schedule by taking into consideration the requests of 

Okinawan people conce1ning places we would see and persons we would meet, 

and consulted the Assistant Chief of Staff, Far East Comrnand, who gave 

a hearty cowent to it. Thus, we were shown to every place excepting 

for one place due to iack of time. On the first day, Gen.· Lemnitzer 

himself made explanations, and on the second day Deputr Governor Moore 

made explanations, ·and on . the third day, the .Chief Executive made 

explanations. In \ his_ way , they made every possible effort, enabling 

us to make a sa.tisfactocy inspection and hear opinions thoroughly ... 11 



Yoshida: "first, rumor had it that the Diet members would return 

after observing nice places alone(?), but ••• " 

Takaoka: "There was no such thing, and I think that we could truly 

make a fair irispect.1on ana · naa conferefic?ie?!l:i~-.~::-~-----------------------

Yoshida: "Wasn't there any cover-up attittide'f 11 

Satake: 11To me, I did not see any place which was concealed, 

nor did I noticed such an attitude. At any rate, all that we could do 

was to inspect according to the schedule of the other party within the 

limited time, but in the meantime, we had our own tjme for two or three 

hours, for which we felt very grateful. · On the first day, we were shown 

to the former sev~re battle field in southern part of Okinawa, and we 

were deeply mov.ed to see the places. The head of our party presented 

wreathes before the Himeyuri-no-to (.Monument to the war-dead girl 

students), Kompaku-no-to (Monument to the unknown war-dead) and Kenji

no-to ( Monmnent to the war-dead boy students of former No:nnal School) 

and we offered a silent prayer, but at that moment, I was filled with 

the feeling that is the enemy of mankind and s:in of the world, and 

must be prevented at any sacrifice." 

Yoshida: 111 think that your inspection of Okmawa . thia time 

exerted a considerable spirituai mfiuence on the people of Okinawa. 

It seemed that the local newspapers reported your activities as top 

a~icles, while fellow c0tmtrymen in Okinawa taJ.ked about nothing but 

the visiting Jap~ese party, but what was the .feeling of the Okinawan 

people toward Japan and the U.S. in. cormection with various problems 

like land p~blem, reversion problem and hlim.an rights problem? n 



Takaoka: "I could understand the fact that all 800,000 Okinawan 

people wished for return of adminis trative authority and reversion to 

Japan, and wished that something would be done in this connection. 

--Petit1ons and. appeaJ.s have been maae to t,ne u • .:>. in UKJ.nawc1., -crut sin'5e 

this is a big fundamental problem, this is a problem which should 

naturally be solved between the Japanese and the -u.s. Governments. 

I think that the Japanese Government should have the enthusiasm to 

seriously deal with the Okinawan problem as her i.rraned.la.te problem. 

There is nuance (in op:inions for realization) according to individual 

st..and, but it can be said that everyone has the same wish." 

Satake: "Through the inspection of this time, I felt closer 

blood-relationship with the people of Okinawa. Primary school children 

and people of towns greeted us at our destination, and a certain person 

said that the-J came to see ·aen. Lenmitzer, but they wholeheartedly 

greeted us rather than Gen. Lemnitzer. The feeling that they were 

waving hands for us with deep emotion of 'Our fellow countrymen's 

Diet members c~el' came home to my heart. And at the same time, I 

was filled with the f'eeling that we should not let them separate and 

must look after them." 

Takaoka: ttAs to Japan's diplomacy, I th:ink it would be better to 

appeal t-0 Asian countries or A-A Conference. · Since Asian and African 

countries were colonies until yesterday, they more keenly feel the 

colonial stand of Okinawan than Tokyo (Government) • .App~ls must be 

made not . o_nl.y to Jfpan • s diplomacy but also various _countries in Asia 

and the United Nations. Both the ,. Japanese Government and the 



Japanese people must deepen their understanding and work for the 

settlement of the problem." 

Yoshida: "I have heard very pleasing views and I feel encouraged 
- - - ~ 

to learn that you have not forgotten Okinawa ••••• 11 

Satake: "The military base .jas very fine, and I felt as if Okinawa 

was located within the military base instead of the military base located 

in Okinawa. Judging from the .present situation, it would be impossible 

to expect return of the land now used for milH.ary base, but I strongly 

felt the desire for return of the administrative authority alonf3. n 

Yoshida: "The land problem has also had its repercussion in Japan· 

since the annou~ce.ment of Price ,report made iast June 6, but how about 

the recent situation in this connection?" 

Takaoka: "The situation at tha,t time sMll remafos and no progress 

haa been : made beyond general discussions, and I think that they have not 

yet started discussing each subject. For instance, even in the case of 

the land in the same area, rental of certain land is .¥6, and that of 

adjacent land is ¥60, while the rental of land beyond the road is ¥120, 

indicating great difference in rentals. In this connection, it is 

necessary to make a map with figures indicated, and submit it to both 

the·· Japaneiie and the U.S. Government in o~der to correct the unreasonable 

situation. If' accurate f:igures should be indicated and· n~cessary requests 

should be made, I think it is possible to expect some measures of the u.~., 

for expenses for it ar.e not great to the huge budget of the U.S. I think 

it possible to solve the matter at a single_ ef'f"ort if a diplomatic 

negotiati on should be possibre on the basis of _actuality, but today 

nothing is d;one 1n this connection." 



Yoshida: "Does it mean that the negotiation has not been conducted 

sufficiently? 1t 

'f akaoka: 11Ai·ter all, the people of Okinawa keep the U. s. at a 

resp·ectn.il. distance. They snould conctuct, sur11.c1.ent, negouA-r,ions. ~ .• • 

Such an attitude is ex:pecially necessary." 

Satake: "As to the problem of the land compensation prior to the 

effectuation of the Peace Treaty, for example, the Japanese Govermnent 

lacks enthusiasm (of negotiation) with the U.S. We must loudly encourage 

the Goverrunent at the Diet. In the second supplementary budget, 

¥1,100,000,000 was appropriated as 1 solatium•; but this is far less the 

amount of ¥17,000,000,000 needed for solving the problem. As for the 

lan·ct problem, I do not think it impossible to settle it if the aut.horities 

and individuals should prepare complete data and earnestly deal with it. 

We can see the sign of settle~ent from the fact that the American 

military issued a proclamation indicating hard working for the settle

ment of the problem and from the attitude of the American authorities 

who are anxious to do something for it." 

Yoshida: "Gen. LeI111itzer, in his capacity as the . Governor of the 

·Ryulcyus, invited five Diet members, ' indicating a sign of efforts to 

settle the problem sanehow or other, ann we, are placing expectation 

on it, though noj; much.... Mow, I would like to hear about the problem 

of Mayor Senaga of Naha City." 

Satake: "In connection with the problem· of travel to .,Japan on the 

part of Mayor Senaga of. Naha C_?..ty, we visited the Headquarters twice 



to make a request, but we were only informed that a review was being 

made and could not obtain a satisfactory answer. Macy people in Okinawa 

applied for travel to Japan and their applications were ·approved. Since 

Mayor 0enaga 1.s a..Lso a Japane·se, ·mere is no reason wny nis t.r~ve.i. · ro 

Japan for consulting the Japanese Diet should be disapproved. Even i.f 

he should be I an undesirable person' to the U.S., he is the mayor who 

was elected with the support of many people and is in the position in 

which he must take care of the majority lives and properties, and is _ 

not an indivj.duaJ. Senaga. Hence, the U.S. should become more broad

minded· and allow him to !'reely travel to Japan. n 

Takaoka: 11Today we visited Gen. Lenmitzer at the Headquarters 

and expressed our gratitude for his trouble, at which time we requested 

that an inspection party be sent to Okinawa frequently in the future, 

for if such an opportunity is provided for deeping mutual understanding 

of the two_ countries, it would be-possible to find a clue to the settlement 

of any difficult problems. As a result, Gen. Lemnitzer will:ingJ.y gave his 

consent to it." 

Yoshida: "It is hoped that the Japanese people will aloo take this 

opportunitv7' as the first s.tep toward the settlement of the Okinawan 

problem. 11 

Satake: "My view is that the assi_sta~ce ·of the Japanese Goverrun!3nt 

toward Okinawa is not su!ficient. ~ relation · to the Okinawan problem, 

positive assistance is presently needed, and in this regard, the Al.1-

_Japan Labor Union Conferen:ca is carr-,ting out a movement fo:r raising 

n,000,000 funds~ I think that the point for the whole Japanese 



peopl~ is to take interest in the Okinawan problem by taking part in 

the .fund-raising campaign and extend positive .assistance which will 

endorse blood-relationship. 11 

requires review. An authority on intensive farming must be sent 

( to Okinawa) and radical reformation should be made in agriculture. 

!foxt, I th:ink that a harbor must have the facilities which are sufficient 

for 50,000-ton ships to make a port. I also told it to Gen. Lemnitzer, 

and he agreed with me. In parallel with ·the problem of administrative 

authority, we must tackle future problems. 11 

Yoshida: "Thank yoµ for your attendance today in spite of your 

busy schedule and fatigue. " 



I 
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RYUKYU SHIMPO (News Article) 24 March 1957 (M) 

REMOVAL OF SUNKEN VESSLES AT THE ENTHANCE .OF 
NAHA PORT ENTRUSTED TO ASAHI SALVAGE OOMPANY 

In accordance with the provisions of CA Ordinance No. 98 {Wrecks and 

Salvage Company (representative ·is Mr. Seikichi Suga.ma) .with the work of 

removing swiken vessels and cleaning the entrance of Naha Port between 

the third and fifth buoys as well as between the second and fourth buoys. 

This is because there were many who illegally entered the area and collected. 

scrap by using explosives, endangering navigation of incoming and outgoing 

vessels. Thus, the military authorities and the Ryukyuan Government, that 

control Naha Port .were taxing their brains in the above connection, and decided 

to have the passage cleaned in order to remove the d~nger. 

Since the passage ia frequently used by incoming and outgoi~g vessels, 

a company for that operatio~ is limited· to one that has sufficient salvage 

technique and -facilities, and as a result of careful study, t.he Government 

decided to entrust the work to the Asahi Salvage Company which previously 

succeeded in the drainage work of Naha Po~t, · aa the moat suitable company 

which can meet the requirements. 

It is expected that the ·work will be completed by the end of July, but 

President Sugama of the Salvage Company hopes to start the work early in 

April:, for nawly-buil t 6O-ton-capaci ty crane . vessel ( Kurogana-Go) will 

reach Okinawa around the end of March. Moreover, since .entrance in to the 

area for the operation requires approval of the Governor of the Ryukyus, 

all unauthorized workers are prohibited to enter the area. 
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Ryukyu Shimpo (News Article) Thursday, , 5 January 1956 (evening edition) (T) 

THIEVES S'IEAL SCRAP FROM SUNKEN 
VESSEL IN SEA OFF _KlIDAKA · 

(Central Branch) Scrap iron is contin~:.....-;..t .... o_e=n=.1;...,;o=v.......;.;a_..;::;,fa .... v .... o"-"r:...:a=b=le=------------
price with the scrap boan. However, the Yonabaru Police Station discovered 
recently that scrap was being stolen fran th·e American vessel (Panamanian 
vessel purchased by Matsukura Co. of Tokyo)., Travel _§t!!: (6,000 tons), 
which is sunk. in the - sea off Tsuken and _Kudaka Islands ot Katauren-Son, 
by a group of thieves with use of d.yhmrlte. A report to this effect was 
made to the Maehara Police Station on the 4th. 

According to the report, subject vessel is being salvaged by the 
Asahi Salvage Ccmpa:ny, -but a group of thieves steal into the area .toward 
evening at about the time the workers . leave for home after completing 
the day's work., and use · explosives in an effort to steal scrap. 

It is said that sc~p stolen from subject vessel so far totals 
approximately 6o tons (i3,000~000). It is also said that almost all 
of these scraps are purch,sed by a broker muned Nakmura (25 years old). 

Mr. Giko Ilcema of the company is said to be ft-eqw,ntly visiting 
(Nakamura) to negotiate with him for conducting a fair transaction 
after learning of the ·above. However, it is said that every time he 
attempts to visit the island, his efforts are hampered by a gang of 
hoodlums who sometimes destroy the engine of the vessel or commit 
violence on him. The Police Station is now conducting a secret 
investigation. 



( 

Okinawa · T:i.mes (News Article) Tuesday, 2 April 1957 (S) 

SCRAP DEALERS TURN THEIR EYES TO SUNKEN VESSELS: 

PRICE OF IRON SCRAP NEARS $100 PER TON 

The price of iron scrap which has been maintaining a high price · 

since last year, has recently risen to $95 per ton (in the case of iron 

scrap of special quality), and the price of first class iron scrap has 

also risen to over $90. Incidentally, the dealers concerned are observ

ing that the price will be raised to more than $100 before long without 

fail. 

The highest price of iron scrap last year was $87 or so per ton. 

However, it is · s ai~ that supply-demand rela tiona in Japan d'e still stiff 

and that dealings for Okinawan iron scrap are being active in order to 

always secure stock for three months. Japanese iron scrap dealers dis

patched a mission to the U.S. to purchase iron scrap in large quantities, 

but the American side shows an attitude not to accede to the request of 

the Japanese dealers. Hence, lack of imported ·1ron scrap re·su1 ted in 

raising the price. 

It is said that the collection of iron scrap in the island has 

reached its limit, although the export price of iron scrap is gradual~ 

mcreased. Moreover, the quantity of collected iron scrap has recently 

bean reduced due to the farming season and bad weather. More than 10,000 

tons _of iron scrap were shipped per month in the latter half of last 

year but it was reduced to s,ooo or 6,000 tons this year. It is also 

observed that the land scrap will reach its l:lmit by this. sunmer. 



The iron scrap scattered on coast lines has almost all been collected, · 

so dealers turned their eyes to ( iron scrap :in) the outlying islands. The 

shipment of iron scrap from the Daito Islands has become remarkable. On ~ 

the other hand, the investigation of sunken vessels which are an obstacle 

to the navigation is underway in Miyako and Yaeyama. 

The price of nonferrous scrap has lowered sharply in comparison with 

that last year, but that of iron scrap is being kept high; for the demand 

for material of iron and steel is not reduced, owing to the boom in the 

shipbuilding and maritime transportation circles and supply for world.:. 

wide demand is unbalanced. Since dealers 1n Japan are making effort for 

import of iron scrap from foreign countries and as they are taking interest 

1n purchasing Okinawan scrap, exporters here are striving for shipment. 



OKJNAWA TTI1fe:S 
News Article ( T) 
8 April 1957 
Evening Edition 

EAT-HOUSES INCREASING AT J<'.ADENA 

FOR DIVERS AS RESULT OF SCRAP BOOM 

/(0 

(Koza Branch) The scrap collection shifted to the sea from land and 

as the result, divers in nearly 30 canoes are now eneaged jn scrap collec

tion of late at the sea off Kadena and Chatan. And at the ports, ~t

houses dealing with divers as customers are springing up, thus cre~ting 

a sort of. scrap boom. Almost all divers hail from Kunigami, Miyako or 

Yaeyama and they are ranting the houses centering around Hizugama, ,Kadena 

Son. They number from 250 to 300 and some have called their family 

me..-nbers. 

When the weather is fine, divers in--~ear]y 30 canoes lamich far off 

the sea and divers in each canoe collect 500 kilos of scraps from the 

bottom of the _sea daily. Thus several tons of scraps are collected 

daily by the 30 canoes. The scraps thus collected are sold to brQ~ers 

at ¥7.~0 per kilo, and this means tl1at they are selling from 137,000 to 

¥40,000 in average evecy day and each diver is collecting the .scraps worth 

n,200 or n,500 daily. Along this boom, scrap collectors are on the 

future increase and as the result, the ·house rent is increasing at 

Mizugama area at Kadena Son and the son is considerably animated. 



The Okinawa Times, April 10, 1957. (news) Y. 

. THE BRIGHT AND DARK SIDES OF mJrnA 

Evening news • 

NAGO OFFICE. Iejima has certairµy changed, said a man who recently returned 

from a visit to Iejima. The sale of beer has increased by leaps and boi:md~ --

due to the scrap boom in Iejima, frame houqses being built here and there 

wh:ile a theater has been opened and recreation facilities are being installed, 

so that the ;_island is bustling with business activities, unknown until a year 

ago. 

THE BRIGHT SIDE OF THE IEJlliA SCENERY. The scrap boom is the special bounty 

. of fishennen of Kabira village. The Fishing C.Ooperative of Iejima is com

prised of 12 small g·roups having some 50 smaL\ canoes all of which are 

being used for the collection of scrap iron that lie at the bottom of the 

sea around the island. 

It is reported that n<:> fewer than 400 men are engaged in the collection 

of scrap iron, including those who had come from other parts. It is said 

that good scrap iron is selling at 19000 while the second rate scrap brings 

¥8200 and that a tank is worth all of noo,ooo. In the case of a small 

group, the take of scrap iron is sold at the intervals of 10 days or two 

weeks and the pr~ceeds are divided. · The average dividend is said to be 

abo~t no,ooo, but the divers get 2 to 5 percent extra, .it is_ reported. 

Since this type of work requires no ~apital:, there are many men in the 

small fishing village who have ~id in full their mortgages and _built their 

new homes nth what_ they made in just one year. The celebration after the 

pay da~ :18 strictly a ·beer drinking festival so that the record of the 

village office shows ~hat as man;y as 16,618 ·bottJ.es of beer have been 



imported thro\lghout last year, and during January this year alone -l,_116 

bottles of beer have been imported and except for some consumed by 

American servicemen stationed on the island are all consumed by the scrap 

ke~p them in business for at least two more years, and it is possible 

that the scrap boom will last for a considerable tjme to come. 

Dark aspect On the other hand, behind the outward scrap boom, the 

people in the agricultural villages are troubled due to the decrease in 

'I · the production of sugar cane. There was an impression that the housing 

aspect in Iejima was remarkably recovered in the past .one year. All of 

these houses have been built with loans boITowed from the RRFF (Ryukyu 

Rehabilitation Finance Fund) except for the houses for fishennen. Fpur 

hundred houses have been switched to the permanent ones. However, due 

to the poor harvest of sugar cane this year, the repayment of the RRFF 

loans will have to be delayed by a year. According . to the estimate of 

the Agricultural ·cooperatives (Director, Mr. Otomatsu Tamagusuku), it 

was expected that 11,000 cho (lcho eq. l picul) of sug~r would be ma.nu- . 

· factured, but due to the 65% decrease in the production of sugar cane, 

they could not produce more than 3 1000 cho of sugar. And the 50-ton 

factory operated by the Cooperative is already preparing to finis~ t.he 

sugar production process. The Credit Association is lending ¥9501 000 

~nd if the RRFF loan is added, the -farmers have the debt amounting ~ 

nearly H,000,000~ Thus the economic situation seemed~ be considerably 

serious there. Tranquility is restored in the Maja sub-village whe;re the 

great fuss bad been made before in connection with military land problen. 



Since March, maneuvering by the U.S. air .force is temporarily suspended 

and no zooming sound of plane is heard now. Sub-villagers are making 

efforts to increase cultivated land by even a little, but it is said that 

this connection, Masaji Motoyanw., ku-head said in uneasy look, 11Since 

targets are being prepared anew within the target range, they might be 

intending to conduc_t night maneuvering. In such a case, we will n9t be 

able to sleep at night. 11 



( 
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PRESS RELEASE: 

. . . 

PRESS & PUBLICATIONS 
Cl&E US CAR 

Naha Okinawa 

9 January 1956 

. KORYU SLAVAGE GOMPANY, R&c.:EN'l'Ll-URGAN~ RiuK10/u'i Fl.RM, ~r6 I1hu 
PRODUCTION QUICKLY AFl'ER PURCHASING OXYGEN MANUFACTURING PLANT FROM MOLIERS 

A new Ryukyuan enterprise-the Koryu Salvage Company--has purchased 
the oxygen manufacturing plant ot Hollers Suidah Shipbreakers, Ltd., and 
is now in production of a 24-hour three-shift basis, it was annoW1ced today, 

Purchase of the plant for $19,000 (¥2,2801000) took place last week. 
-1• 

The plant went into operation at 1 p.m., Saturday. Presint production is 
74 bottles per day with a retail value of ¥300 per bottle. 

The firm was able to get its plant into quick operatt~n through the 
excellent cooperation of GRI1s Public Services Department which .estab
lished a power line leading into the plant in two days • 

. Purchase of the plant and pennission to use the U.S. Government-owned 
buildings in Which the equi:r;ment is located was arranged through USCAR 
with Rycan G-4 and higher headquarters. 

The firm began negotiating with Mollers three months ago. The sale 
was cons\V1llllated after it was arranged that the £inn eventually could 
purchase the buildings in whiei'l the equipnent was set up and could use 
the buildings until such time as sale of the buildings to the finn was 
negotiated. Meantime, the finn is held · responsible for the condition of 
the buildings. 

The Koryu Salvage Canpany also leased the property which Mollers 
used at-Baten (near Buelmerville), including yard and pier at which ships 
loading scrap can be berthed • 

. The £inn· consists of many of the larger Icyukyuan scrap collectors, 
scrap exporters, and salvage finns in the l\vUkYUS• It is headed by Mr. 
Ichiro Inamine, also head of _the Icyukyu Oil Company. 

The Koryu Salvage Canpany is the second Ryukyuan finn to begin ·oxygen 
manuf'actu·re. The other is the Old.nawa O>cygen Man~acturing Canpany at 
Aza, headed by Y.r. Keikyu Heshiki, Which purchased its plal)t from Tak8mori 
Sangyo, a sub-contractor of B. J. Griffith Canpany, which like Mollers, 
was tonnerly also a u.s:Government scrap contractor. 

f • 



OKP~AHA SH Il-IBtm 
News Article (T) 
16 Apr il 1957 

SALVAGING Oi SUNKEN VEs -3g1s CRi'J\TING 

VAlUUU0 'l' J:iOUHL~ ::i: i·lU'l'OSU J\.U'l'HOtll'l' lliS Pt<.;'!'1'1'10.N 

AGAINST USE OF POWDER 

Along the line of the scrap boom, scrap .collection has recently 

shifted froin the land t o the bottom of sea and particular ly sunken 

vessels are constituting the biggest charm to the scrap collectors. 

Involving the salvaging of sunken vessels, various troubles are arisine. 

As to the salvaging ·of sunken vessels in the sea off Sakimotobu Ku, 

Motobu Cho, the Koryu Salvaging Co. Ltd. had concluded a contract with 

Motobu Cho Office and arrangement had been made to soon start the salvag

ing operation and application forwarded for permission to use dynamite 

in fishing. To this, however, all fishermen at Motobu Cho expressed 

strong opposition and thus, the development of the things had been 

watched with interest. 

In this connection, Chairman Nakamura of the Motobu i ishery 

Cooperatives an~ 8 directors ·of the same, called at GRI authorities 

on the 15th and strongly asked not to allow the use of powder and 

asked, at the same t frne, to' take proper measures toward this problem. 

In the past, too, the 11otobu Fishery Cooperatives authorities had 

frequently petitioned that the use of powder in salvaging be completely 

prohibited. They _are making such petitions because the -postwar use of 

powde~ is resul.ting in a remarkable decrease of schools of fish and 

shortage of baits. 



Statement of Nr. tJakamura, Chairman of the Motobu .F'ishery Cooperatives: 

"I have been petitioning on this problem since the days of the Gunto 

Government, but the problem remains unsettled. Due to the effect of' 

scrap collection, fishing operation was started since Nay, but this year, 

fishing operation has been started since February due to favorable 

fishing conditions. However, if the use of powder is permitted, fishermen 

must be obliged to wait for the proper time to start fishing at Motobu 

port. So, it is hoped that the _use of powder will b~ switched to the 

salvaging through use of a cutting torch, and scrap collectors who can 

not make much profits be subsidized by GRI, so as to settie the problem. 11 
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RYUKYU SHlliPO (NE~S ARTICLE) 4 May 1957 (M) 

OPINIONS DIFF'ER BETWEEN MOTOBU CHO AND 
FISHERY COOPERATIVE ON SUNKEN VESSEL DISPOSAL 

The Nankai Maru (3,000 tons) sunk off Sakimotobu of Motobu Cho 

is · .to be salvaged by Motobu Cho Office because it is proving to be a 

navigational obstable, but the Fishery Cooperative of Motobu Cho is firmly 

opposed to the (, used of explosives· for ~e disposal of the sunken vessels. 

S:ince the vessel is sunk within the jurisdiction of the fishery coopera

tive, use of explosives will devastate the fishing ground with consequent 

result of· exerting a great influence on the livelihood of fishermen, so 

that the fishery cooperative assumes an attitude of taking legal proceed

ings (against Motobu Cho Office) on the charge of :infringement on right 

of fishtng, in worst case. 

On the other hand, the Motobu Cho authorities have already estimated 

in the budget the revenue to be derived from the d~sposal of the sunken 

vessel, and are of _the view that the vessel must be salvaged at- an early

date, but no agreement has been reached between the two parties, and 

future progress is attracting public attention. In this connection, the 

Government is scheduled to hold a conference on the 14th with the · 

attendanc~ of Mr. Taggart of USCAR's Natural Resources Division, Maritime 

S_ection .Chief of Public Services Department, Fishery Section .Chief' .of 

the Econoaica Department, Mayor of Motobu Cho and Cll,airman of Motobu G1lo 

Fishery Cooperative, but the two parties .hold the following attitudes: 

'4tti"tude of Motobu Cho Offices 

For the aalce of salvaging the said sunken vessel, Motobu Cho concluded 

a contract with a sa1vage company 1n February and aske_d fo~ approval. of 



the Motobu Fishery Cooperative for use of explosives to :ilranedi..ately 

start salvaging the vessel, but the Fishery Cooperative raised severe 

objection to it on the ground that the use of explosive would result 

in-further~c~ive 
0

bonito fishing, while :the .. liishery Cooperative is 

pr_esently troubled with lack of baits. 

According to the contract concluded between the Motobu Cho 

authorities and the salvage company, the Cho Office is to receive ¥500 · 

per ton and noo,ooo has already been appropriated in the budget at;J 

expenses for the construction of an office for salvage work. Moreover, 

the salvage company is to pay ¥500 per ton to the Fishery Cooperative as 

compensation. Since the Maritime Section of the Government intends to 

have the sunken vessel salvaged without fail as it is a navigational 

obstacle, it is obvious that the vessel must be salvaged sooner or later. 

The Cho authorities told the officials of the Fishery Cooperative 

that it would be vise to receive ¥500 per ton .trom the salvage canpany 

as compensation instead of receiving a small amount of compensation 

from the Government, but it seems that the cooperative officials did 

not agree to the proposal. It appears that the cooperative asked the 

Cho Office not to us~ explosives, but the Cho .authorities assume an 

attitude that there is no alternative but to leave the ·matter as it· 

progresses in consideration that t~e further negotiation wil.1 only 

aggravate the problem. 

Attitude of the Fish~, Cooperative: • · 

Since there is a methodrof cutting vessels to pieces in the waters 

instead of using explosives,' the ooope:r,itive ot the view ·that it v1ll 

, ... ; 



CJ. not dare to raise objection to the disposal if the above method should 

be adopted in salvaging the vessel and it will rfot ask for compensation, 

although it is a matter of regret to lose breeding place. The Cho 

authorities requently requested £or approval. of the fishery cooperative, 

but since it is now- the fishing season, the fishery cooperative on April 

16 notified the Mayor that the cooperative was absolutely opposed to . the 

use of explosives under any circumstances, as a result of the conference 

of the cooperative o!ficia.ls. 

The cooperative is of the opinion that if the salvage company should 

not be able to make a profit in the event it salvages the vessel. without 

use of explosives, the Government should have the company salvage the 

vessel by paying subsidy equivalent to the difference between actual 

amount gained and estimated aioollllt of revenue, in the event explosives 

are used. Moreover, the cooperative is of the view that if the 

Government should forcibly al.low the use of explosives on the ground 

that the vessel is a navigatio~al obstacle, this can not be helped, 

but in this case., there is no arternative £or the cooperative but to 

ta.lee legal proceedings against the Government for the infringement of 

fishing rights and submit a claim for an appropriate compensation. 



The Okinawa Times, 28 May 1957, (News Article) K. 

OOTOBU FISHERMFll CLAMOR AGAINST RE.FLOATATION OF · SUNKEN VESSEL 

(Nago Branch) · The Fishery Cooperative Association (Chairman, Mr. 

Heikwi Nak~ura) o.f Motobu Cho, the home of bonito, io suffering a 

shortage of baits more seriously than last year. Under such a situation., 

the Koryu Salvage Company (President, Mr. Ichiro Inamine) which concluded 

a contract for refioating a vessel (with a dismembered tomnage of aoo, 

its name and nationality unknown) sunken off _ Sakimotobu in February, 

started the refloatation operations from the 27th by ignoring the strong 

opposition of fishennen of the village, exciting the fishermen. The 

place where the sunken vessel is located is near to the fishing ground 

of bonito baits., so the fishennen are strongly opposed to using gunpowder 

in the refloatation operations. 

President Inamine visited the Cooperative Association on the after

noon of the 26th to notify the association officials of the start of the 

refioatation operati~ns. Inmediately after his ·leaving the association, 

the fishennen pressed the association leaders !or holdmg a fishermen's 

rally but they were calmed down by the leaders. How~ver, the associa¼on 

will hold an officers' meeting at 8 p.m. on the 27th to devise remedial 

measures. 

Statement of Mayor Tamaki of Motobu Cho: 

"The sunken vessel must be removed as an obstacle to navigation in 

accordance with the ordinance concerned and it must be refloated also 



from the viewpoint of finance of this town. If the town shol.lld leave the 

vessel as it is, it would be refioated by other dealers. Moreover, it 

semns that gunpowder must be used in the operations under the present 

condition of salvage facilities of Okinawa. But the salvage company 

decided to pay a compensation of ¥500 per ton." 

Statement of Chai.rman Taira of the Okinawa: Fisheries Federation: 

"The refloatation operations should have been approved with some 

conditions. As the conditions, we reconnnended to the government that 

the period of refioatation operations should not coincide with the 

bonito fishing season, and that proper compensation ahoul_d be paid to 

the fishermen. But it is regrettable that our recoJTIJlendations have 

not been heard." 



l. 

The Okinawa Times, 29 May 19b7. (News Article) K. 

MOTOBU FISHEfili:EN APPEAL DIFFICULTY lN BArrs 

Since the Koryu Salvage Company began to refloat a sunken vessel of 

some 800 tons by using gunpowder ( as reported before), the Motobu Fisheries 

Cooperative Association is in anxiety that the refioatation operations 

will cauae difficulcy in baits for bonito fishing because the location 

of the sunken vessel is ne~r to the place to catch the baits. Thirty 

representatives including Chairman Heisho Nakamura of the Cooperative 

Association interviewed with Chief Executive Thoma at -a little past noon 

on the 28th .at the Executive Branch. They explained the actual .condition 

and petitioned· that sufficient consideration be given to protecting 

fishennen. 

According to explanatio~s of Mr. Nakamura, inMotobu Cho they could 

catch considerable amount of bonito fishing baits locally and 26 boats 

engaged in the bonito fishing until 1948. But the baits began to run 

short around the year before last due ·to refioatation of a vessel sunken 

between Saldmotobu and Hamas~i. Neverthe;t.ess, the small fish {baits) 

appeared again this year, making it possible for all fishermen to go on 

fishing from March l?. At such time, renoatation operation was again 

undertaken .from the 27th, giving anxiety to fishermen of the village. 

Therefore, the cooperative association leaders requested that remedial 

measures be taken. J.n addition to this problem, 13 chi-cho-son in the · 

northern distr:i:cts are requeatmg that catching o.f "mizu-!fflruru" {a k:ind 

of smaU fish used as bonito fishing baits) be prohibited to pre~erve ·fish 



by revising the fishing adjust~ent regulations. But the cooperative 

association leaders also petitioned that proper measures be ta.ken with 

the anxiety·that if this request should be heard, their off-shore fishing 

would be impeded. 

Statement of Chairman Nakamura of the Cooperative Association: 

11As it is natural that shortage of baits will result in difficulty 

in fishing, we requested the Chief Executive to. take remedial .measures. 

Weare not requesting that the refloatation operations be disapproved, 

but we hope that when such a salvage work is approved ih the future, 

measures to protect and foster fishermen will be considered at the sa1ne 

time. Moreover; it is hoped that the government will make a study of 

the problem of baits after probing into our actual condition." 

Statement of Chief E1xecutive Thoma: 

"l wall understand the actual condition of the f isharmeri. Approval 

of renoatation of the sunken vessel was requested also by the Motobu 

Cho authorities, and I think it will exert influence upon the finance 

of the village. But ,since its connection with fish:ing industry is also 

important, I ldsh to make a full study of ·the request made today and 

take proper measures." 



( 

1{YUKYU SHTivlPO ( Nt:~·JS AR'rICLE) 15 April 1957 ( ti) 

EXPLOSIVE COLLECTION MOVEMENT TO START 
'fODAY THROUGHOUT THE ISLAND 

Evening Edition 

The explosive collection movement will start today_ simultaneously 

throughout the island. It is said that ~lmost all the explosi-ve 

accidents which took place last year were attributable to shells 

collected from the sea and explosives which were excavated from 014 

shelters of the former Japanese Arrey-. In view of this fact, the prime 

efforts for the movement of this year will be made for 1) discovery 

and disposal of shells collected from the sea and concealed caves -and 

shallows, as well as shells abandoned; 2) investigation of shelters 

of fonner Japanese Army where shells are buried, ~nd estimated number 

of ~hells; and 5) control of vessels which will collect shells from 

sea without permission. 

According to a survey of Public Safety Section of Police 

Headquarters, 88 explosive accidents to·ok place during last year, 

resulting in the death of 62 persons and injury of 108 persons, total

ing 170 victims. Puring the three months from January through March 

of this year alone, 20 cases took place causing 6 death and 20 wounded, 

totaling 26 victin1s. Explosives are still found in the seas and old 

shelters, and it is said that unless all of them are collected, it 

will be impossible to prevent explosive-accidents causing victims. 

Police Stations in various districts and shi-cho--son will take a 

leadership of this movement, and .district youth associations, fisheries 

cooperatives, primar.t, junior high and senior high schools will give 

cooperation for the movement. 

/67 



The Ryukyu Shimpo (Evening Edition), 6 May 1957. (Newa Article) K. 

SHELLS STILL· LEFT IN LARGE QUANTIJ'Yz 

161000 SHELLS COLLECTED FOR 15 DAYS 

The Public Safety Section of Police Headquarters on the 2nd com

pleted reports from various police stations on collection and disposal 

of explosives during the explosives collection movement conducted 

throughout the island for 15 days from April 15 to 30. 

According to it, 17,025 shells were collected by various police 

stations throughout the island, 3,159 of which were already disposed of 
~ . . 

.by the respective police stations. The -police station which ~llected 

the most shells is Maehara with 7,237 followed by Ishikawa with 21824; 

Kadena with 2,192; Yonabaru with 1 1 588; Motobu with 1,575; Itoman with 

455; Koza with 338; Sburi with 324; Naha with 230; Nago with 164; and 
. . 

Heotona with 58. It is considered that there are · still many shells 

around coastal lines and within air-raid shelters used by Japanese 

. soldiers. However, the number of shells collected this time shows a 

considerable decrease -from that collected du.ring last year's collection 

movem.ent; ·which reached 35,016. 

Incidentally, 4 explosive · aecidents took place during this collec

ticm movement, resultint in 3 deaths and 6 injuriea. All of these 

accidents are said to have occurred in the course of dismantling shells 

to get scrap. Hence, the Public Safety Section ordered each police 

station to ~ontmue discovering and ·eollecting Eaplosive$ and strive tQ 

prevent aecidenta due to explosives. 



OK rnN::P. 'flNES ( Nii:1dS J\.H'fICLB) 18 April 1957 (N ) 

1 O\<J1L H.E>HIP BELOH GS TO JAPAN ' SAYS JAPAN!:!:S£ 
C-OVEHI~// ~NT rn -'EPLY TO U. 3 . MEI·DHPJ'lDUl-i 

I 

( JCansai) At the very juncture when potential sovereignty of Japan 

over. Ok inawa is being discussed, the United States Government r ecently 

sent a memorandum to the Japanese Governrcent through the . Foreign Office 

in connection with the disposal of 10 sunken vessels (3 national vessels, 

5 non-governmental vessels, l foreign vessel and 1 vessel of unknown 

nationality) lying within the territori al waters of the dyukyus. · The 

memorandum said, 111'he ownership of these sunken vessels rests with the 

United States Government. Ir the Japanese Government should give up 

the_ claim for the ownership of these vesseJ.s, the U. S . 1s prepared to 

transfer t}1e national vessels ai11ong the said sunken · vessel s to the 

Japanese Gov8rnrnent." 

As a result, off icials of the For e i gn J ffice as well as the .linance · 

and Transportation i'linistries carefully studied counter-measures, and 

came to a concl us i on that the memorandum evidently means .infringement 

upon the potential" ·sovereignty of Japan over Okinawa from the vi ewpoint 

of international law. Hence, the Japanese Government is of the intention 

to send a reply to the United States Government through the lo reign 

Office saying, "The ownership of these sunken vessels rests with Japan. 

The United 0tates Government should irro:nediately approve the salvaging 

of -national and non-governmental vessels sttnk in th~ waters.n 

Sinc_e disposal of other 130 vessels sunk in the waters around 

Okinawa will be seriously irifluenoed and it is expected that .Japan 



will have to renounce the ownership o f properties on land in Uk:mawa, 

depending upon the cutcome of the problem, the attitude o f t he t.:nited 

States is attracting public attention. 
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rtYUKYU :::>HrnPO ( m,:ws AHTICLE) 11 April 19 57 ( M) 

SUNKEN VESSEL SAL'vAGE PR.OBLF~M SHOWS SIGN OF 
H.ESUSCITATION Aii"1' i..;H TvJO YEARS rnnRVAL 

The problem concerning disposal of Japanese vessels sunk around 

Okinawa; ·which was. actively discussed the year before last, has been 

hushed. since last yea_r awaiting the decision of American authorities. 

Recently however, the ·Japanese Government is showing an intention of 

reaffinning her ownership and reopening negotiattons with the 1.1. 3 . for 

salvaging the sunken vessels. Hence, here in Okinawa, persons concerned 

are a taking great interest in it and also show a move to discuss measures 

by holding a conference for promoting the disposal of suI1ken vessels, 

depending upon circumstances, Thus; with the move of the Japanese 

Government, there is a sign of resuscitation of the problem which has 

been at the standstil1... 

(Tokyo Bureau) As a result of conference with authorities of 

Finance Ministry, Transportation· ; Iiniatry and the _ Nampo Liaison Bureau, 

the Foreign Office decided to reaffirm Japan's ownership of 8 vessels 

sunk outside Naha port and iiyako port ( estimated a t 25,000 to 26,000 

tons), and reopen a negotiation with the American _Embassy in Tokyo in 

relation to the salvage of the subject sunken vessels. These are the 

vessels for which the Ryukyuan Govenufient issued a notice on filing of 

claim in accordance with CA Ordinance No. 142, ''Wrecks and wrecked 

Proper ty , 11 (promulga ted o_n January ll, 1955), and claims on · the vessels 
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were filed by ,Japanese salva ge enterpriser se I t is said that the 

Finance fa.nis try called for bids on the sunkGn vessels on the conc.iJ.t.ion 

of t he decision of .American authorities .. 

·Toward this nove, th e Council f or the Promotion of Sunken Vessel 

Disposal ( headed by Mr. Ichiro Inami ne ) , cons isting or representatives 

of Chamber of Commerce a nd I ndustry , Women's r'ederat:i.on, Shi-cho-son i•1ayors 

Association, Youti1 Federation, Legislature and the Go\reminent, was 

established in June of 1955, and made a study on the problem j.n terms 

of international law. As a result, in consideration that these sunken 

vessels were requisitioned vessels during the war and were evidently 

r egarded as a war trophy of the lJ . S. , they concluded that right of their 

disposal_ re·sted with the United States, maintained that these vessels 

should be utilized for the development of nyukyuan economy, and made 

earnest appeals to various quarters. 

Later, this problem was left to t he decision of the United States, 

and the problem has been hushed s i nce last year, but it i s said that _ 

USCflR is querying Washington about the decision. However, since the 

Japanese Government shows a new move toward this problem which has been 

at the standstill, the persons concerned here in Okinawa are paying much 

attentio_n to the move . In connection w.1..th the move of the Japanese 

Government, persons concerned stated as follows: 

Deputy Chief Executive Karairoura: 11Japanese enterprisers filed 

cla:i.m8 on the sunken vessel s in question , wn:u.e it _could be expected 

· tha t the Japanese Government might reaff:µ-m her owner~hip of these 



vessels. The Ryu1~.ruan Gover n.~ent aLso repeatedly requested USCAR , 

Congressional. members who visited Okinawa and high-rank:ing Government 

officials that 'Vessels sunk within the territorial waters of the 

Ryukyus be transferred to the Hyukyuan Government for the economic 

rehabilitation of t he fi:yukyu s .' It is said that a stu~r has been nade 

in Washino- t on since last year and the matter r e111ains undecided. It · 

is considered that the request of enterprisers concerned is responsible 

for the reopening of the negotiation of the Japanese Government with 

t he U. S., but as it is considered that there is a way left for the settle

ment of the problem through political negotiation so that these sunken 

vessels will be utiliz~d for the development of the !iyukyuan economy, 

the move of Japanese Government this time wm;ld rather lead to early 

settlement of the sunken vessel p roblem, which showed litUe progress 

since last year." 

Chairman · Inamine of the Council; "As a result of our study . in 

terms of international law and from other aspects, we concluded that the 

right of disposing the sunken vessels rests with t.~e United ·States, and 

petitioned to various quarters that these sunken vessels be util~ed .for 

the devolopment of the !~JUkyuan economy, and this policy stili remains 

unchanged. If there shquld be any new-move in this connection in . Japan, 

we would like to see its progress· and discuss counter-measures by hold

ing a meeting of the Council." 



22 ,~pr il 19 .5 ,· 

The re 1s d:.i..sr.vt..e he tween Japa nese and Cni ted .>t,a t es 'Jo •1e1-rm:ent 

i ri connecU.on ,•1l t :1 trJ_; m-mer·sh i p of ves s els s unl-: dur h i f'. tLe Har w:i.-Lh i n 

t h e l.e rr ito ria.l wate1's o!·ound .v}, ::i.Jlc:!. Hc.1. . 'l'!us ci.1spute ·ter,1::; from .i. hs 1a ct 

a nd othe r ve ::,sels sunk within the s aid · ten ·it or ial wa ters uelonr;ed to 

J c! . .. a n and decic.e ci. to hav e en t e r r>risen_; . concerrn::d salva~ vess els sunk 

in th e waters arounc.. i··hyako , while th8 : . ,::. . Goverr wten t s ent t he 

Japanese (Iovernnen · a m~~rno randum w lich sai d , ns ince t he ovmcrship of 

warsh i p s and othe r vessels sunk durin~ t h e \riar ,,:i thin the t e rritorial 

wa t e1·__, arouna ukinawa r e s ts 1,;i th the Li . S ., Japan should renounce it. 11 

'tlith expression of such 2.n intention o·i' th e l:nit ed .Jta.ti:: s , various 

. m::.1 :istries conce111cd made a study, and as a result, the J a panet:,e 

Government concluded that Okinawa j_s a t.2rrH-01 .: o f Japan a . s the 

potential s overeignty ove r ( kinawa r e sts with Jauan, so U:at it i s clear 

in tenns o f in terna+ional Jaw t hat the own ersfiip of ves s el s sunk with in 

t he sai d territorial waters belonged to Japan. I n accordance with :this 

conc11.-1-sion, the Japanese ,..., ove·~rn en t procee c.i.ed with a diplor10. tic negotia

t i on but failed to reach any a greement with tj1e U. S. due to firm attitude 

taken by the U. ~., and it seems th&. t the problem i s now at the stage in 

' wnich direct political negotiation will be conduc t ed by 1--'remier Kishi" 

when he visits · t he ' 1nited ·J tates as one of the problen1s to · be discussed. 

the other hand, he re in Okinawa an appeal has long been made to 

the u.~. to ave :inawa rna ke USE:! of the sunken vessels for ti e 
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rehabilitation of Okinawan economy. It can be c o~1side.i·ed that the r ear.5on 

why the l;nited jtates Goverti.ment -i s t a kin g a firm attitude toward Japan 

i s that she · hopes to answer t he request oi' the Ukinawan peopl e . Scrap 

on land gr ea t ly contributed to the Okinawa n economy. The onJ.y t h ings 

that were l eft in Okinawa which was co1nple t ely destroy ed during the 

:Jorl d /ar I I are scrap on land and s unken vessels. And Okinawan p eople 

place gr eat expecta t i on upon sun ken vessels so much. 

The japa.nese Governn1cnt is claimine ownership oi' t h e sunken 

vessel s on t h e s t 1··e!1gth t hat t-·1ey a re lyin1.; within her territorial waters . 

\t:hat we Okina11,ans hope for is that the Japanese . Governrnent will not 

f orget t he fact t hat t he Ukinav1an p eopl e a re also Japane se, whjle it 

may be well for he r to maintain that Okinawa is a t erritory of Japan. 

Isn't it most ideal to have Okinawans who are Japanes e make use of 

vessels sunk around Okinawa for the economic rehabilitation of Okinawa 

which is a part of Japan? We think that the direct negotiation of 

Premier Kishi with the U .• authorities concemine the sunken vessels 

would go smoothly i f he should conduct a nego tiation without beine 

slave to the 11face 11 of Japan. \•Jhat belongs to Okinawa will eventually 

belong to Japan. 

. . 
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·Oki.nawa Times, 12 Apr il 19 !)7. (He ws :~rticle) l\ , 

' PAYi·l2NT Or' CONSOLAT IOH r•lOrfo--Y .:.'Ul( DJu,'iAG~.:3 PKI01t TO PiAcg Tfd~ TY wii.,L 

-SL U T 81~/0itE OBON 1 , SAYS hH . TAYJt~H ii1A UPON i .tJ;TURIHN G /HOM JAPAN 

Chief Takashi.rna of .Nampo Liaison Office here who visited Tokyo 

for the purpos e of consul ting -with the Nampo Liaison Bureau on various 

matters including the problem of paying the consolation money for 

darnages prior to -the effectuation of Peace "1'reaty, returned to Ohn.awa 

on the morning of the 11th by air. In his statement concerning various 

pending p roblems, 1-i.r. Takashima said in _connection ~1th the disposal of 

the consolation money, 11 1 think that the actual payment or the consolation 

money will start before · '_Obon', for the Li beral-Democratic Party requested 

-t hat the money be paid to Oki nawa on the earliest possibl e date by omitt-

ing procedures as much as poss:i.ble." Hi s statement was ?-S fo~ows: _ 

"In connection with the expenses involving special measures f or 

damaees prior to t he coming into ef feet of Peace Tr eaty , the Japanese 

GoveFament intended in the beginni ng to dispose p f -the consolation 

money for _damages of land separately f rom the consolation money to 

government employees (in prewar days), but the two items were unitefied 

in the second supplementary budget for fiscal y e·ar '57 in the arnount of 

· n,100 million (Japanese yen) . Since the Liber al-Democratic Party 

strongly requested that this money be paid at the earliest possible date 

-o/ omitti ng procedures as much as poss ible, and the Government is a l so 

. . 
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making haste with preparations for this purpose, it is anticipated that 

the actual payment of this money will star t before I Obon 1 • In the 

beginning, the Japanese Government was of the plan to entrust this 

money t o the rc.yukyuan Governrnent1 to have it distributed to ·pors ons 

conce.cned, but the f OVernment authorities think at present it better 

t o have persons conc~rned send their proxy to Japan and have him 

receive the money directly, which is so called a non-governmental method 

of payment. Moreover, the Japanese Government is of the opinion that 

since the amount of ¥1, 100 million is against the aJnount of ¥16, 900 

million requested by the ukinaw,m side, · the money should be distributed 

at the r _atio of 11 against 168 for the sake of equality. But in 

actuality, some adjustment may be made in Okinawa. 

"As for the consolation money to government employees, since the 

basis has already been rnade, payment will be made on it. 

"As a consolation mon_ey to repatriates, an appropriation of ¥80 

million ( Japanese yen) has been made. But as for the method of . payment, 

studies are still underway among ministries concerned because there are 

some soubt.ful points; for instance, some per_sons are of the opinion that 

the money should be operated as a loan fro~11 the Ministry of "'inance, 

while others think that the 1noney should be paid as a direct · share. 

"In connection with the compensation for overseas assets, this will 

apply not only in Oki nawa but a J so -in Japan, and an appropriation has 

alre·ady been made for t h is purpose. But legal matters are still under 

deliberation of the Diet. In paying the compensation, some persons seem 

· to be of · the· opinion . that public loan bonds shoulda be issued. 

I I 
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11Al though I do not have any detailed knowledge about the problem 

of sunken vessels, I am told that the U. S . Government authorities 

have recently wade a proposal to the Japanese Government to seek some 

settlement of the problem of disposing of sunken vessels in the Ryukyuan 

waters. The Japanese Government still maintains its contention based 

on the international law that the ownership of sunken vessels lies on 

the Japanese side, from the viewpoint that the U.S. declared prior to 

the Peace Treaty that .privately owned properties (sunken vessels) 

would be taken as war trophy, and that the U.S. has not taken any legal . 

proceeding in this connection. '.rhe Japanese Government of the opinion 

that since the request of the tlyukyuan side that sunken vessels will 

profit the Ryukyu.an economy and the logical problem on the ownership 

are quite differ2nt from each other, it should not pervert the· just 

assertion by considering the actual problem of disposing of them. 
s:,,; 

Hence, I think that the negotiation with the U. S . Government on this 

point will need more time." 
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Dli.lLY OKTI·JMJAN F'rU•:.'3S SUt1l·!Aiff 
13 Januar-.1 Hl55 

CJLU CTIOfJ 01" Sal SCii1 1.P 'fO BS i8 ALIZED 
11/ITH ?H.m1UL GATION 01" o~mn,JA~ICE 

( 

On the 11th, Civil Adiriinistrator Johnson promul [;a ted CA Ordinance 
No. 142 concerning 11 :..-/recks and Wrecked Property" and t h j.s was put into 
effect the same day. i--1 ith the promulga tion of the Ordinance, collection 
of sea scrap i ron in the territorial waters -of the Ryukyu Island wi.1 .. be 
real ized. In connection with the collection of sea scrap, GRI arid the 
scrap dealers have conclncted negotiations wi th the military authorities 
time and again during the last 2 or 3 years, and this is bei ng realized 
for the first t:une (although ;1ollers Company has be8n engaged in collect
ing sea scrap in the des ignated a r ea of Baten. 

At present, the den.nite fig11re of the arnount and kinds of sea scr ap 
is not a vai.J.able as USCA rt and GrU are stilJ. making a s tud;r, but it is 
expected that the arwunt wi ll be at least 00 ,000 to 50,000 tons. I t is 
obs~rved_ that GRLw;i.l.l study the me thod oi' disposi.ng the properties as 
p rescribed in the Ordinance and will soon w0rk out a concrete ineasure. 
In place of land scrap which r1ave sharply decreased, ther0 will be a 
boom of sea scrap iton. 

According t o . this Or d i.riance, upon the dt°scoveI"J of scrap iron in 
the territorial waters of the itt.[Ukyus, rnn will publish a notice and 
unless a claim is filed· by the owner witl-dn · 120 days, they will be 
cons~idered as abandoned properties and GRI will take ·0ossession of them. 

Gist 0 1 the Or dinance is as foD.ows: 

, 111. This Ordinance concerns wrocks and wrecked -property in the 
territorial waters c f the ,lyukyu l slands. 'l'erritoria.L waters i~ defined 
as that par·t of the sea within t he circles having a radius of three 
(marine) miles from all points o f the barrier reef, fringing reef, or 
other r eef system and the distance is measured from the deepest sea-1.evel 

· of any island and atoll within_ the jurisdiction of_ the io/Ukyu Islands. 

112. After the expiration of the notification period of 120 days 
provided for in Section 3 of this ,J r d inance, any wreck or wrecked property 
( inc.1udinp- a hulk, derelict, and parts of any ship; s unk, beached or allowed 
to remain in an unseaworthy or dilapidated condition wH.hin the territorial 
waters o f the !f.YUkyu Islands without a watchman, is considered as abandoned 
property. 



113. Upon t.l-ie discovery of any s u ch wreck or wrecked property, 
the Govem,rient of the lfylik;fU Isl ands is authorized to publish a notice in . 
the J 2nanese lanuuat,e newspapers published in the 1lyukyus, as well as in 
a marine trade journal published in Japan. Such notice r-rust be ·publ i shed 
once weekly for a period of six weeks. Such notice shall contain a 
complete description as to place where such p ro1)erty wa13 f ound, present 
whereabouts, actual condition, and name of ship . Unless a claim i s filed 
prior to t!1e expiration of the 120 days as provided for in 5cction 5 of 
t h is Ordinance, such wreck or wrecked property . shall be considered as 
abandoned property. 

114. After expiration of 120 days, the Governw ~nt 0.1. the -1yukyu 
Islands and any salvage_ company licensed by the Governrnent o f the H.yukyu 
Island are authorized to take possession of said property and may sell, 
destroy or dispose of same in any manner considered appropriate. The one 
who purchases the ab_ove mentioned property t hrough such sale can acquire 
all righ ts and interests derived from it. 

11 5. When the owner files . a written claim of ownership of wrecked 
property wi th the Deputy Governor within 1 20 dµys as provided in this 
Ordinance, as a rule, if 60 days approval have been given by the 8eputy 
Governor, and additional period is r equired for the r emoval of such 
property, action can not be taken according to the . provisions: of paragraph 
4 of this Ordinance." 
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i1YUKYU S:-i IMPO ( NEWS AH'fICLE) 18 April 1957 ( H) 

·U . .-3 . CLAIMS OWN ERSHIP O.F' JAPAN~3E vissELS 
SUNK IN WATERS AROUND OKINAWA 

( Tokyo Bureau) In relation to the disposal of Japane·se vessels 

su.rik during the within the territorial waters of Okinawa, which is a 

two-year pending problem, the United States Goverrnient recently claimed 

ormership o·f these -vessels, making the Japanese Governi:1.ent confused. 

That is, the Japanese Goverruhent recently received a memorandum fran 

t he United States Govern,nent saying, _ "Since the ownership of Japanese 

warships and other vessels numbering 127, sunk within the territorial 

waters of Okinawa, rests with the U.S. Japan should renounce the 

ownership. 11 

This memorandum of the United States is a formal expression of 

her intention toward the fact that t he Japanese Government, -with the 

conclusion that the ownership of warships and other vessels sunk L~ 

the territorial waters of Okinawa rests with Japan, gecided to 

transfer three vessels the Hirota Maru (2,271 tons), the Tai.ken Maru 

(2,223 tons; and the Toyosaka -1aru ( 1,96p tons)--sunk. in the nearby 

waters of Miyako to enterprisers in August of 19 55 to have them 

salvage these vessels. 

Theref ore, o.fficials of the Finance Minist~J, f oreign· Office and · 

Transportation Ministr-~ im..~ediately started studying counter-measures, 

but sinc.e it is obvious in terms of international law that the owner- . 

ship of vessels sunk within thes·e terTitorial wate rs rests wi th Japan 

in view of the . act that Japan holds potential ·sovereignty _over 
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Okinawa, t he <-Tapanese ,k>vernrnen t i s f ea rful of whet her · i t woul d r esu1 t 

in a pol itical pr oblem wi th i n th e countr-y d.ependine upon the way the 

matte r i s handled. Hence, the Japanese Govemncnt i s exerc is ing caution 

and is of the j_nte7:t ion t o notify th e Gn i ted 3tate s Go vernincn t that sh e 

can not a ccep t the cl a i m. 

However , since the tJ t.i ted 3t ates Govern .w:m al so as s;..: ire s a firm 

attitude_; it is conside red tha t there i s n al t ernatj.ve but t o conduct 

a di r 8ct negotia t ion ui th the A1ner-ican author~ties when Pr i me £'1inis ter 

Kishi vis i ts t he -~m-Lted ::;tate s in or der t o s eek an a nicable settlernent 

of trw I r o;)l e:.1. The o.-mership of vessels sunk wit h in t he terri t-.. r ial 

wa.ters of uk i.nawa beca ,.1e an issue -wherJ lJ ..JCJHt i n Janua1·y oi' J. J :)5 r, ro

claimed· that unless owne .rs o.i.' t he -;ar ships and othe r vessels s unk in 

s-..- nken vessels 1--!i t hin t he appointed dai.. E: , _i t would be considered t hat 

they had renounced ownership . 

-The refore , the Japane s e S-ovem .f:ont notif i ed. 1:SCfv t that the armer-

.· .shj.p of three national ve .... s :.:ls, ;5nc l' ·d i n6 t h e EL~ota ; ;c"1rt': sunk arou.nd 

Xiyako a nct 7 other non- govornncntal vessels r e sted wi th J apan. And at 

t he saine time~ i n accord.ancE.: with t he pr oclaJi a t i.on of the U. S. that 

''these v essels l!!Ust be r emoved within 50 days ," the Japaner;e Goverm11ent 

in June of the same year sold all three r..a t ional vessels t o . the Sanyu 

Sal 1a ee Kqgyo Compan_y at the orice of ¥10,500,000 (Japanese yen) and 

· decided tra p romote salvaue of t hese ves s els.· 

. enc•' , . i r1 order to start salvage work of _ t hese sunbm vessels, the 

Sanyu Salvage Fyogyo Company submitted an application for a pro ~al to 



USi.~u.~ , but the company has no t rece ived a ny answer fror-1 CJCAit 1.'or t he 

past one and a half years , and parts of the sunken vessels were st-e1en 

i n the rneantirr.e. Therefore , the Japanese C:Over nuen t asked USC.lv{ to given 

a prompt r eply through the Nampo Li aison Office, and at the same time, 

directly reque sted t h e .. n i ted ~·tates Gove r nraent to tc;.lce a proper -measure. 

However, if the Japanese Government shoul_d accept the memorandum of t he 

U.3. Govem '.Tlen t , th e ownersh i p of 127 vessels sunk in the waters around 

Okinawa, consisting of 36 warships (40,800 displacement tonnage) and 

91 national vess~ls (92,600 tons), will be transferred to the United 

States, excepting for said three vessels of which mmership will 

substantial ly belong to Japan. 

Therefore, the Japanese Government intends to negotiate 1-Jith the 

U. S~ Government with a firm attitude, on the other hand, it seems that 

the U.S. Government is strongly maintaining the ownership in view of 

the fact that the Okinawan islanders take a great interest in the 

problem and maintain that these sunken vessels should be salvaged and 

utilized for their _sake, so th~t it is · considered that the negotiation 

on the problem will come to a deadlock~ . In view of the above, it is 

considered that Premier Kishi will decide the final attitude of Japan 

while taking into consideration the rear:-!-.ion of the U. S. toward Japan' s 

refusal and nationc3.l feelfag :in Japan, and conduct a political negotiation 

with the American a uthorities when he visits the- U.S. 

Moreover, there is an opinion within the Japanese . Governrr.ent that in 
order t-0 settle the matter -amicably it would be well for Japan to refrain 



from taking up t he problem of ownership o.f all sunken warships and other 

vessels for the time being, and renounce the ownership of 7 vessels 

claimed by Japan in favor of_ USCAR, for the said three sunken vessels 

.will be substantially returned to Japan. 

-I 



Okinawa Ti.Jr.es U vening :;;;di tion) , 22 lipl'il 1~57, u~ews Arti.cle) K. 

PROBLEV O~;• SUNLN Vi1.,SSZLS AND NEGO'I'JAT:i:oH BETWEEN l 1 . S. AND JAPAN 

The problem of disposal of sunken vessels in r\YU-kyu.an wate r s is 

a gain coming to the fore. That is, the U. S. Government has recently 

made a p roposal to the Japanese Goverruiient to the effect that 'the U. S . 

Government thinks that the rif'.ht t o dispose of sunken vessels in dispute 

lies with the U. S., but .aside from l egal problem, the U. S . hopes to 

r each an a gree r ent on this issue in the way · of turning over a certain 

number of such vessels ·to the Japanese Govenunent_.11 The American side 

was of the view that sunken vessels in ,tyu>.yuan l-iaters wer e r egarded 

as war trophies. Toward t h j.s , the Japanese s-ide logically cla:ilned its 

ownership -on the ground tl)at 11 i f sunken vessels were war trophies the 

U. S. should have declared to this effect in accordance with the 

international law or taken some legal procedure;3 prior to the effectua

tion of the Peace Treaty, but there is no s uch fact. 11 The proposal of 

the U. 3. Govermnent of this sime has been nade in response to this 

assertion of the J apanese Government . 'l'he p roposal made this time gives 

the irn.pressi.on that the U. S. Government is of the intention to try to 

settle this problem prac~icaily by reserving such a delicate legal 

interpretation. 

Ilnmediately bef~re this problem became complicated as a kind of 

political issue or in January, 1955, USCAR promulgated an ordinance 

concerning disposal of ''"wrecks and wrecked properties, " claiming 

ownership of sunken vessels. Tn this connection, the Japanese Govern

ment filed a claim to the Deputy Governor . ( in July, 1955) on eight 
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vessels, including thre e goverm1ent-mmed ones, sunken in · the waters 

of Miyako. As a r esult, a fiery discussion was made around the ownership 

of' these vessels, and moreover this problem developed into a negotiation · 

between the UMS. and Japan. Since then, USCA.R has been making inquiries 

of the intention of the Government in Wasr1ington, while watching the 

progress of the negotiation between the U. S . and Japan. Thus, the Deputy 

Governor's decision in the form of an ordinance has been deferred for 

about two years. 

Toward the new proposal of the American side made this time, the 

Japanese Goverrunent is said to be assuming a strong attj_tude of insisting 

on ownership in accordance ·with the international law without mak:ing any 

changes in the fu:ndamental line it has been persisting· in so far. Moreover:, 

the Japanese Government seems to be of the policy to treat the problem of 

disposal of sunken vessels by separating .from the practical problem 

involving the Ryukyuan econorey. In connectioJ) with these circuJnstances, 

the Japanese Government sources stated, 1rwe well understand the hope of 

the tlyukyuan side to handle the problem of sunken vessels by connecting 

it with its . economy, but it would not be proper for the Ryu}:yuan side · 

t-0 bring 11fatherlapd" forward or draw it away for covenience sake. 

We should first clarify the legal point of view, and .then should think 

of practical matters. 11 

·_ On the other hand, Deputy Chief Executive Kamimura expressed a 

_practical view by saying, "It is said that there are many doubt.ful 

points in the Peace Treaty, and I th.ink it dif.ficult to find a united _ 

interpretatio!l · in the intern.a tional law. It would be. a short cut for 



settling the problem for the Japanese Governnient to give up its owner..: 

ship from a broader viewpoint and seek a way which will be profitable 

to the Hyu}:yuan econoiey. 11 The Executive Eranch is of the intention 

to ar,ain ::nake a request to liSCJ R for promotion of settlement of this 

problem before long. But the present situation is such that both the 

U.S. and Japanese Governments hold on logical (in the case of the latter) 

and practical (in the case of t he former) assertions which are in parallel 

with each other, and future moves of the two governments are now attract

ing attention. After all, it is considered that the Deputy Governor's 

decision will not be made before some agreement is reached between the 

U. S. and Japan. This problem is somewhat similar to that of compensation 

prior to Peace Treaty. 
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RYUKYU SI lMPO ( NEWS ARTICLE) 9 May 1957 ( M) 

NO ONE IS ALLOWED TO START SALVAGING 
VESSELS SUNK IN THE WATERS OF MIYAKO 

(Miyako Branch) Sometime ago, a news was reported that the Sanyu 

Salvage Company ( in Tokyo) would carry out salvage operation of the 
. . 

)?i 

Taiken M.aru, the Hirota Maru and the Toyosaka. Maru sunk in the anchorage 

of Miyako Port. As a result, the local fishennen rnade a petition in 

opposition to the salvage operation by use of explosives for the sake 

of protecting fiah. Thus, the progress of the matter was attracting public 

attention. 

On May 5, however, Mr. Vincent, temporarily charged with civil 

affairs in ·Miyako, notified the Miyako District Office saying, ~The sunken 

·vessel problem is now under negotiation between the Japanese and the 

United States Gove_nunent, and no conclusion has been reached. Therefore, 

no one is allowed to touch on the sunken vessels." Mr. Vincent also 

requested the Miyako District Office to_ strictly watch these ve~sels. 
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OKJNAWA SHlliBUN 
News Article (T) 
20 July 1957 

SANYlJ SALVAGE CG. TO DISPOSE 

5 VESSELS SUNK IN TAIRA PORT 

/ 77 

(Miyako Branch) It is reported that a study is now being made by 

the -Washington Government concerning _the problem of the ownership of 

three vessels, that is, the Tai.ken Maru, Toyozaka Maru and Hirota Maru 

~ich were sunk at Taira Port, Miyako during the war. . Mr. Ochi, Managing 

Director of the Sanyu SaJ.vage_Company which has acquired all rig)lts ·to 

the three sWlken vessels from the Finance Ministry of the Japanese 

Government visited Okinawa on the 18th by the Naha Mai-u, and stated as 

follows: 

"The Japanese Government has already received a reply from the 

U.S. Government concerning the ownership of ·the three sunKen vessels 

and inquiry is ma.de now to the ( U .s. authorities) concerning_ some runbj.gu

ous points in the reply. So, concrete matters will be revealed soon 

through USCAR and so I want to refrain from making any announcement in 

this connection. However, it is pretty certain that the salvaging of 

the three vessels in question will be made by the Sanyu Salvage Companr• " 



The Okinawa T irnes, July 21, 19 57 ( Comrnen tary) Y. 

F_ROM '.f'HE DAIGEN-SHOGl!:I~ COLUMN 

It is reported that there are 8 Japanese ships lying on the sea 

bottom sunk during the war off Naha port. Of this number 5 are owned 

by the government and the rest are· privately owned. The ownership of 

these ships has been contested between Japan and the United States 

during the past several years, but the areument has not yet been settled, 

whereupon the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has held conferences ~Tith the 

Ministry of Treasury, Transportation and other ministries concerned and 

after a careful study of the matter concluded that the ownership of 

these sunkeri ships rests with Japa~. Yet t he United States insists 

that the United States is the owner of these ships and is adamant to 

the application for approval for salvaging these ships. 

Since there is no limit to the waiting for settling o.f the matter, 

the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs is said to be preparine to· ask 

the United States governm~nt, through the Japanese embassy in Washington 

to give a legal explanation of its argument supporting the ownership of 

these ships. 

Under such circumstances, they will openly _dispute the ownership 

' of these sunken vessels on legal grounds so it is possible that both 

sides will quote precedents rrom international laws and will like to 

find some clue to the settlement of future dispute on the international 

level. 

" It is loathsome indeed that the aftermath of the -war should draggle · 

to the poiT)t of causing so much trouble in human society and make legal · 



affairs so complicated. The war is over and a peace treaty has been 

signed and peace has been restored, and it is unpleasant indeed that a 

dispute should arise in connection with acquisition of the property. 

These sunken vessels are also attractive for salvage enterprisers of 

OkiJlawa. ,c ~al vaging them is · p.rofi.table and it is a good way of earning 

dollars at home, and had it not been for the dispute between Japan and 

the United States, we would like to undertake the salvagine in compen

sation for the sacrifice which the war forced on Okinawa. But there 

' is nothing we can do about it since this has become an issue for 

dispute between the two countries except to wait and observe the outcome. 

Our only hope is that the issue will ·not be distorted due to 

political pressures. Our petitio_n will come after that. But whatever 

the outcome it m~y not be proper for us to play the role of uninterested 

spectators. • 

() 
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Okinawa Times (News Art i cle) Saturday, 20 July 1957 ( S) ( Evening Edition) 

FOREIGN OFFICE TO INQUBE INTO VH,'WS OF U.S. AGAJN 

·TOWARO PROBLEM 01" SUNKEN VESSELS rn vlA'l'EHS OF OKINA1.1A 

(Kansai) The Japan-U.S. -negotiation involving salvage of sunken 

vessels in the waters of Okinawa · shows no pro ;:·ress, for the two countries 

have been asserting their own ownership and their opinions are sharply 

divided. Because of this, the Foreign Office decided to request soon 

the U.S. through the· U.S~ Embassy in Tokyo to show in detail a.nd in 

writing the legal opinion by which she asserts that the ownership rests 

with her. 

· There are eight sunken vessels which were destroyed during the war 

time in the waters of _ Okinawa, chiefly in the sea off Naha. The Japanese 

Government lW..s been making negotiation with USCA~ m Okinawa about salvage 

of the sunken vessels. However, the .American side rejected the assertion 

of the Japanese Government by saying that mmership of the sunken vessels 

rests with the U.S. 

In this connection, the Japanese Government held a liaison conference 

of officials concerned o! the Finance, Justice and Transportation M:inistries , 

with the Foreign Office as the central figure~ and as a resu).t of . d.isGus

sion, they reaffinned that ownership of _the sunken vessels rests legally 

with Japan and req~ested, with a official document, the U.S. for approval 

of salvage • . However, since t~e U.S. merely repeated that the ownership 

rested with her but did not express the reason, the Foreign Office 

intended to inquire fonnally into the views of the U.S. Government -and 

promote the negotiation. On the other band~ the ~reakdown of _the eight 

sunken vessels are three former national- vessel .and five private ·vessels. 



RYUKYU SH J11PO (i1iSWS AH'l' I CLE) 2B April 1 957 ( Vi ) 

ATTENTION PAI-D TO VZSSELS SWK IN THE ANCHOH.Aelli 
OF MHAKO : i'ISHl~Hl-1EN TO, OPPOSE l_iSE OF EXPLOSIVES 

( Miyako Branch ) The a gency of Santomo Salvage Company in Miyako 

was recently infonned by its main office that Managing Director Etchi 

and technicians of t he company would visit Hi yako for t he purpose of 

salvaging t hree Japanese vessels -- the Taiken l'J.aru (2,223 tons), the 

Hirota Maru (2,27l tons) and Toyosaka haru (1,966 tons) -- sunk off 

Hirara Port of ;•hyako. Thi s information is attracting public attention 

as this is the time when i t is reported th.at the problem of ownership 

. between Japanese and U.S. Governments remains unsettled, but the local 

fishermen who ·were s urprised to hear the news, oppose downright the 

use of explosives for the salvage operation and are indicating a move 

to carry out a compaign for preventing the operation with explosives, 

and the progress is attracting attention. 

The move originates from the fact that the Miyako Agency of the 
. . . . . 

Santomo Salvage Company on the 23rd received information from its 

majn office in Tokyo that Managing Director Etchi and technicians of 

the company would leave Tokyo on the 27th, for forrr..af appr~val was 

given to the company for salvaging the said sunken vessels. According 

to the company sources, the disposal of Japanese vessels sunk in the 

wat ers around Okinawa is now in ·dispute between the Japanese and U.S. 

Government, but the American side approves transfer of three national 

vessels sunk off Miyako to Japan, while the Japanese -Government sold 

these sunken vessels to the Santomo Salvage Company the year before. 



) ,·' . ~ .. \ . ' .. 

las t as a resul t of bidding. In the meantime, the company was anxious 

about the ves sels as part s of t he vessels were stolen, but as- the · 

approval was given, the company decided to salvage the "'Tessels. 

However, th e f ishermen who were . informed of the above, f eared 

that use of explosives f or the salvage opera tion would destroy fish, 

and they hold a conference at which t hey decided to carry out a movement 

opposing use of eJCplosives. That is, on April 24:, chairmen of fis.hery 

cooperatives and representatives of fisher circles numbering 30 held a 

conference and discussed counter-measures at · the Branch of the Hyukyu· 

Fisherirs ,Federation. As a result, an agreement was reached to appeal 

to various quarters concerned for preventing use of explosives in 

salvaging the · vessels, and at the same time, they are preparing to hol d 

a fishennen's rally for the above purpose. 

With the approaching season for bonito f ishing, control over 

illegal fishing which devastates bait-ground has been started in 

-
Niyako, but it is feared that use of explosive for salvage operation 

of the sunken vessels will destroy fish of nearby waters and, also 

iniportant, devastate bait-ground, creating uneasiness and restiessness 

among t he fishennen in co_nsideration that use of explosives will seriously 

affect the fishing industry of hiyako. 
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!-mf1<YU SH I N.PO ( NE\:i3 ART I CLE) 1 9 April 1957 (M) 

' HIGHT FOR lJISPOSAL OF SUNKEN VESSEL S SHOULD BE 
GHANTED TO TH:::; HYUr~US ': GRI TO uu :1TAW PAST 
POLICY 

It was reported that t he .United States Goverrlliient recently sent a 

memorandulfl to the Japanese Government; claiming ownership of vessels 

sunk in the territorial waters around Okinawa, and toward this, the 

Japanese Governmen t shows an intention to tell the United States 

Government that the ownership rests ·with Japan and conduct a strong 

negotiation with . the Arn.er ican authorities. In this connection, the 

[zyukyuan Government which has been requesting for transfer of the right 

of disposal to the Hyukyuan Government since four or f ive y ears ago, 

also shows an attitude that it will maintain the established ·policy 

that 11 these sunken vessels should be disposed of for the economic 

development of the Ryukyus." 

During the past four years, the Ryukyuan Government made requests 

to USCAR and American Congressional members as well as Government officials 

who visited Okinawa, .that the vessels sun15 withing the territorial waters 

of the Ryukyus be transferred to the Ryuh'Yllan Government. Also, the 

Ryukyuan Government petitioned the ltyukyu Islands iinancial Management 

Mission which visited Okinawa. last m_onth and investigated present condi

tions of the Ryukyuan econol7\Y for the early transfer of the right of 

disposal of sunken vessels. MoreQver, since the Deputy Governor is to 

give a decision in accordance with an ordinance in c9nnection with three 

national .vessels sunk in the anchorage of Miyako and five non-governmental 
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vessels sunk in the anchorage of Naha, to which claims were filed in 

1955, the fryu kyuan Government requested for a.n early_ action turning 

down the claims. 

'l'he Ryu.kyuan Government has been maintaining that disposal of sun

ken vessels after transferring the warships and other vessels sunk 

with in the territorial waters of the Ryulcyus during the war, would 

contribute to t he rehabilitation of the Hyukyus as indicated below, 

and hopes that not only the U.S. but also the Japanese Government 

will renounce the claim for ownership for the sake of Okinawa. 

1. The H:yu.k:yuan Government should secure much revenue and increase . 

financial sources for basic projects. 

2. Capital of the. ityuk-yus will be given an opportunity for 

additional investment. 

3. The laborers of the Hyukyus will be given an opportunity 

for more employment for a long period~ 

4. Acquisition of much . dollars through exr.,ortation will ereatly 

enrich the Ryukyuan econoll\Y .. 

In this connection, Deputy ·chief Executive Kamimura stated, 11Since 

the Ryukyuan Government has been requesting USCAR to transfer the right 

of disposal in order to utilize vessels sunk during the war for the 

economic development _ of the fwuJcyus, we will maintain the established 

policy. In consideratio_~ that the right of disposal of vessels sunk 

duri.ng the war rested with the United States, we requested the U.S. to 

transfer the right to GRI, but if the Japanese Government claims that 

the right belongs to Japan, it is hoped that Japan will be magnanimous 

enough to renounce the ownership for the sake of Okinawa. " 



Okinawa 'fjJnes (News Article) l· onday, 22 April 19 5'1 (S) 

SALVAGE DE.ALERS ASSOCIATION ESTABLISHED 

Deliberations on the establishment of a salvage dealers association 

have been rr~de among seven salvage companies, namely Asahi Salvage 

Company, Nakazato Salvage Company, Koryu Salvage Company, Kyowa Firm, 

Seiwa Sangyo,- Sj.nko Sangyo and Takunan Trading Compgny·. On the 17th, 

they established the "Okinawa Salvage Dealers Association11 and selected 

Messrs. Seikichi Sugama (President of the Asahi Salvage Company) and 

Shusei Ikem:cya (President of the Kyowa lirm) to the Chairman and -the 

Deputy Chairman of the Association respectively. 

The association was established to make the mutual aid of members 

and cooperation in technique and equipment, as well as to carry out 

salvaging, breaking up, refloating sunken vessels arounct ·waters of 

Okinawa, reJ11oving obstacles for navigation, and sweeping the sea4 

In particular, the association made bylaws, and the security money 

in the aioount of ¥120,000 per ( salvage) company is being deposited in 

the Bank of the ~s as the security money for participation in the 

association, in order to prevent beforehand unfairness among dealers. 

' 
· I J 5 U 



liYUKYU SHIMPv (NEWS AR'fICLE) 18 April 1957 ( 11) 

TH IS IS THE BEST TJME OF SCRt~J> B00 ·1, BUT 
REACTIONARY FALL JN PRICE EXPECTED 

I 

E.vening Edition 

Yearly increase in the export of scrap iron has been seen since 

1953 . when its export was approved, and export of scrap iron in 1956 

exceeded that of black sugar which had so .far been the major export 

of the Ryukyus, ranking first. Moreover, the export price of scrap 

iron during the period frorn the latter half of last year to ti1e 
l 

beginning of this year showed the ·maximum price ranging from $90 to 

$100 per ton, which has never seen before. Thus, this is the best 

time ·of scrap boom. However, weaken:ing of market price of scrap iron 

in ·the U.S. of late and reopening of her export of it, are r esulting 

in weaken:ing of its market price in Japan which is the market for the 

Ryukyus 1 scrap iron. While the above tendency in the U. S. is not 

directly affecting the Ryukyus' exportation of scrap at .present, it 

is said that the Ryukyu.an export wHl be affected sooner or later, 

and it is expected that a reationary fall -w.i.11 be seen in the price 

which is said to be an abnormal market price~ 

The yearly exports of scrap iron and black sugar since l955 wero 

as follows (the figure in ·the parenthesis repr esents the amount of 

black sugar export): They were; $1,284,000 ( $3,685,000) in 1953; 

$1,864,000 ($4,540,000) in 1954; $4_,_243.,000 ( $5,458,000) in 1955; 

and $?., 616,000 ( $5,506,000) · in 1956. As can be seen from the above 

figures, black sugar export has .been incr easi ng yearly, but the 

increasing ratio of scrap export is greater t han that of black sugar, 

and scrap e.xpo~t in 1956 exceeded tha~ _o! black sugar. 



As fo r the export price of scrap iron, the average price per ton 

up to October of 1055 was J SO, wh i ch increased to $59 in December of 

the same year, and f urther inc_reased at tiie rate of $60 in January of 

1956_, $65 around ,larch of t he year, $75 :in July and August, $80 in 

September, $85 at the end of last year, until it exceeded i 90 at the 

_ beginning of this year. It is said that the sudden increase in the 

market price of scrap iron is because of raise in the freightage with 

the sudden outbreak of Suez Canal issue, in addition to world-wide 

increased demand of steel .materials. 

, ·The maximum monthly export was 15,000 tons in December of 1955 

(at the export price of $923,000), while the maxllnum export price 

ever recorded was $938 ,ooo ( with the export of 11,000 tons) iri October 

of 1956. In October of 1955, Japan prohibited exportation of steel 

materials on the ground that she had a few stocks on hand, and .this 

resulted_ in sudden decrease of scrap export of the Ryukyus, and in _ 

December of 1955 export was concentrated on scrap iron. This is why 

the maximum amount of ?crap export was recorded~ December of 1955. 

The scrap on land was almost exhausted by 1954 or so, and attention 

was-paid to the collection of sea scrap since then, and it was said 

that sea scrap had almost been exhausted. However, the mon!,hlY export 

of scrap in 1956 ranged from 6,000 tons to 10,000 tons, . indicati~g no 

decrease in the amount of export. The enterprisers themselves consider 

it strange. It is considered that this is due to scrap d1sposed of by 

the military, scrap coming from the people's _econoD\Y, and s~rap 

excavated on land, in addition to collection of sea scrap. Since · 



it is foreseen that present aituation will continue for the time being, 

it is considered that export amount of this year will be equal to that 

of last year. 

- There is a dif ference of some $25 in the average export price 

"' 
between scrap exporte<:1- last March and that exported in March of this 

year:, but it is said that although the aforeraentioned world market 

price 1s partly responsible for the high price of scrap this year, this 

is also due to the increase in the quantity of high quality scrap 

disposed of by the military or collected from the sea. 

According to a recent survey of the Japan Iron and Steel Enterprisers 

Association, supply and de1rand of iron and steel in the U.S. and European 

countries have become inactive, while competition in the sale of products 

has become keen among the makers concerned:, and market of supply was 

suddenly changed to that of demand, Also, various countries began to 

make positive efforts for exportation. A.s a result, companies whi·ch 

suspended partial operation appe·ared one after anothe_r in the U.S., 

while the price of scrap iron is decreasine , so that a measure was taken 

to lift the ban on the exportation of scrap iron. · This is true in the 

case of Europe, and market price is weakening, and it is said that the 

price of section steel has decreased by two or three dollars per ton. 

In view of such tendency of the w,rld, i t is said that Japanese 

enterprisers .concerned are also prepared for contpetition of sale, but 

the 1·ocal enterprisers are also said to be prepared for the nat"Qra.l 

r--inf'l.uence_of-:-Weakening_o.f_,market price to the Ryu.kyus. Some enterprisers 

arc ~ay1:,ng, "Present a.verage price of $90 per _ton is an· abnormal ·mark: t 



1 

price, and it would be better to see a stabilized price of ~O per ton. 11 

At any r~te, atten.tion is being paid as to what influence the change in 

world market price will exe·r,t on iron scrap which is now the major 

export of the Ryukyus, and at the same tirne, it is a matter of great 

concern as to how long the scrap boom will continue. 



The Okinawa Times (Evening Edition), 12 May 1957. (News Article) K. 

EXPORTATION OF SCRAP AMOUNTS TO n,200 MILLION FOR FOUR YEARS 

The scrap boom seems to be -on the gradual decline. It was in August, 

1953 1;.hat the right to dispose of s~rap on land was transferred to the 

Government of Ryukyu Islands, and the exportation of scrap is said to have · 

amounted to come 10.,250,<X>O,OOO up till now, proving the largest item to 

obtain dollars. But almost all scrap on land has been collected, and. the 

present situation ia such that 58 dealers approved by the government .are 

conducting a keen competition in collecting the scrap under the sea. 

The business involving disposal of scrap was carried out by the 

Public Services Department in the past, but it has been transferred to 

the Economics Department this year. Following are the ·actual results of 

exportation of .scrap for four yearsi 

The dealers make-a monthly report on the amount of exportation and 

pay an anmmt establushed in accordance with · ragulation5 to the govern- · 

ment. There was ·an exportation of some 40,000 tons_ and a payment of more · 

than '139,000,000 ( to the government) in the fiscal year • 54; more than 

50,000 tons and ¥14,000,000 µi '55; more than 76,000 tons and more than 

138,000,000 in 1 56; :more than. 44,000 tons and some 423,CX>O,OOQ in 1 57, 

totalling some 190,000_ tons and some nis,000,000 as of the end of last 

year. The export.a tion reached its peak hf the fiscal year ' 56 but went 

on the gradua.1.. decrease since then, and it showed a remarkable -decrease 

this year. 

The expoi:-t,a tion uounted to more than 7; 500 ton£! and payment . to the 

· government some 1"4,900,000 last JanuaryJ _ 4,800 _tons and more than 



¥2,250,000 in February; and more than 4,600 tons and some ¥3,000,000 in 

March. The total. amount of exportation is considered t.,o be some ten t:imes 

the · payment to the government, therefore it can. be calculated that the 

total amount of exportation of scrap up to the end of last March exceeds 

¥1,254,000,000. 

The future collection of scrap relies upon sunken vesseJ.s. Accor~g 

to the estimate of the Maritime Section of the Public Service Department, 

vessels of American and Japanese sunken in the near waters which should 

be disposed of as obstacles to navigation are 12 in number or some 

20,000. tons in weight. It is est:imated that the disposal of these 

vessels will be completed in two years, if smoothly carried out. This 

seems to be approximately ¥200,000,000 in value. 



/ 
OKINAWA Til..fES (HEWS ARTI CLE) l July 1957 ( M) Eveni ng Editdion 

SLUMP Il~ THE PRIGS OF SCRAP IRON CONTINUES 

The price of scrap iron began increasing at the beginning of last 

- year--and the price FOB reached $90 ( for .first-class ecrap) per ton . duri ng 

the period from April to May of this year, but due to sudden change· in . 

the situation of supply and dewmd in Japan, a slump in the price of 

scrap iron from July is certain. The scrap now unde_r contract is priced 

at $80 -per ton, put shipment of the scrap will be almost finished by the 

5th, and local dealers are in receipt of an advance notice that the 

Japanese enterprisers would not buy scrap even at the price of $65 per 

ton thereafter. This is the slump oi some $25 per ton m comparison 

with the highest price seen in April and May, and the business circles . 

concerned hold a pessimistic view saying that the scrap boom since last 

year would come to an end. 

To·e makers so far have bought anything that is iron, but they are . 

expected not to buy such scrap as nails, iron fragments, nuts, drum 

cans and paint cans, etc. As for the scrap coming from Okinawa, the 

makers are of the intention to reduce the amount to be impo~ted, as 

the Okinawan scrap is inferior in quality. Thus, the ~utlook of price 

and quantity is gloomy, and it is expected that the local dealers 

designated by the Government will be affected seriously~ The dealers . 

have already 4ecided to reduce the price of first-class scrap to 

'16,500 ($54~17) per ton, second-claes scrap to ¥5,900 ($49.17) per ton, 

and that they would not buy oftgrade. scrap. Thus, they seem to be 

reluctant 1n buying scrap until they can see definite outlook of the 

market. 



Following are the reasons for the sudden slump in the price of 

scrap iron: 

1. A contract was concluded to import 1,450,000 tons of scrap from 

the U.So and the shipment of scrap from the U.S. has started. It is 

expected that the shipment of scrap from the U.S. will be completed by 

October, thus prov1.ding a a.tock of scrap lasting until next January or 

February. Moreover, iron ore is being imported £r001 India. As a re suit, 

various makers show an indication of suspending purchase. 

2. Due to lack of funds as a result of financial control and 

arrival of large quantity of copper goods, price of such articles as 

round-shaped bars decreased, affecting the price of scrap iron. 

3. The cartel pri.ce of special-grade scrap iron is ¥29 ,000 

(Japanese yen) ($80,56), but -the Yahata Iron Works reduced the purchas

ing price of various grades of scrap iron in Kansai by ¥2,000 ($5.56), 

while various makers will carry out independent management in considera

tion of arrival of goods and stock in July and thereafter. 

In this connection, President Shingaki of the Toyo Shoji Company 

stated, "Ii' the price is sharply decreased and small articles of scrap 

iron can not be sold, this would give a great blow to us. It is 

questionable as to how much scrap iron can really be collected at the 

price of less than $65. It is considered that a.mail-scale collectors 

will give up the work if it sboul.~ not -pay. Scrap ranked first in the 

list of exports last year arid was partly responsible for the boom, but 

slump of its price will affect v~rious quarters. The laborers who were 



employed by the scrap dealers will lose their job, while the people 

who lived on the collection and sale of scrap will be threatened. We 

may have to ask the Government to decrease the amount we pay to the 

Government, and if the amount is reduced, this will also result in the 

decrease in the Government revenue, while we also think that change of 

this time will give a considerable blow to the Ryukyu.an economy." 



The Okinawa Times, July 8, 1957 (news) Y. 

SOME EVEN REFUSE TO CLAIM THE SCHAP M~TAL. EXPOHT SITUATION OF SCRAP 

METJ\L WORSENS. 

The scrap metal which topped all other export items of Okinawa has 

declined in price due to sudden change in the Japanese market situation, 

so much so that some dealers refuse to claim imported scrap metals caused 

by the government's tight money policy with the result that the cartel 

itself is reportedly in a tight place. 

Some people hold a pessimistic view of this situation and predict 

that around the middle of this month the exportation of the scrap metals 

will become slack, · for the dealers in scrap metals have become wary. 

The- reason for their refusal to claim the imported scrap metal is the 

difficulty of raising fund arising from the government tight money 

policy. The American businessmen, alarmed by the decline in price of 

scrap metal in Japan, hurried shipment, -and of the 180 tons to be 

imported into Japan 100 tons have alre'9.dy been imported. The acceleration 

of scrap _metals resulted in a huge · st.ock pile for each dealer which would 

last for more than 3 months, and· they are now at a loss what to do, unable 

to f:ind a place to store any more scrap metal. 



Translated by USCAR's Office of Public In.formation 

OKDJAWA SHIMBln--J Editorial 26 July 1957 (T) 

SAVE THE SCRAP ENTiillPRISERS 

In order to improve the international balance which is rapidly 

aggravating of late, the Japanese Government is now taking a tight 

money policy. At such a time came the lifting of the ban on the 

export of scrap iron from America to Japan, resulting in fiood.ing 

Japanese markets with scrap metals. And as a natural consequence 

of the above situation, Okinawan scrap dealers are now driven into 

a hard corner due to a remarkable drop in buyers. However, since it 

· would not have been always impossible to foresee such a situation, 

we deeply regret that proper counter-measures toward such a situation 

were not taken beforehand. 

The reported wane in the scrap boom which once served to alleviate 

the hard living of the unemployed as well as students working their 

way through school, will pose a great threat to the Okinawan economy, 

especially since scrap metals hitherto topped the list of major export · 

items of Okinawa. ~is will also affect the Government finance . and 

general public, since the fees the scrap enterprisers were used to 

pay to the Government, :in the amount of 6% of total export &noun t, 

will have to be cut. 

At -any rate, if the present condition continues ·for four more 

months, it is said that the scrap enterprisers will be _forced into 

bankruptcy. So, to £oater this industry along the right track, due 

,~-,;.. ' • . ,,, , 
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consideration must be paid in issuing licenses so as to avoid the flood

ing of enterprisers. Moreover, the Government must hasten to take proper 

counter measures, by utilizing this experience in which lifting of ban 

on export by one country deals a great ·blow upon the Okinawan econo.lT\Y, 

to improve the present situation anct at the same ti.me, save the scrap 

enterprisers from the ~isery of bankruptcy. Saving the scrap enter

prisers means saving the unemployed and poor students and contributing 

to the Ryukyuan economy. 



r --- -· 

OKD-ll\WA SHIMBUN 
News Article ( ·r) 
25 July 1957 

1 SCRAP BOOM' DWINDLJNG 

Of late, scrap collectors are disappearing due to the recent decline 

jn the scrap boom, which once created work for the unemployed and students 

wishing to earn school expenses. These scrap collectors are now again 

thrown out of their jobs. Part1cularly driven into the hardest corner 

economically due to this dwindling of scrap boom are scrap exporters. 

Then why was the scrap collection business, which was once active so 

·much, visited by the present depression? Following is the real state 

of the scrap collecting business circl€. 

The monthly export of scrap metals during the past one year averaged 

more than 8,200 tons, worth about $700,000. Thus, scrap metals were 

among the major export items of the Ryukyus. However, the export aioount 

of scrap metals dropped to 4,637 tons or $382,000 in June and moreover, 

as of 20th July, only a little over 2,000 tons were shpped and it is 

expected that the export amount during July will -not even reach 5,000 

tons in the present state. 

What is responsible for_the above is that Japan adopted the tight 

money policy and that the U.S. lifted its ban on the export of scrap 

metals to Japan, resul tirig in the flood of scrap metals in Japan. The· 

above situation also affected Okinawan scrap dealers, for the price of 

scrap metals ~ich was $97 per ton in December of last year, dropped to 

$64. Even at such low prices, there are few buyers, and scrap dealers 



are now driven to a hard comer as a result. Of 38 licensed scr ap 

dealing firms, 10 firms are in the state of having been closed. Moreover, 

all the information coming from Japan in the above connection, is pessi

mistic in nature, and there is no indication of the boom again coming. 

I f the present state should. continue for 4 . more months, ent.erprisers 

will be forced to go bankrupt. 

Since scrap metals hitherto topped the list of maj_or export . items 

of the Ryukyus, the effect of this deprespion in scrap circles on the 

Ryukyuan economy is apprehended; Moreover, since the Government had 

already budgeted the amount of money supposed to be pai~ by scrap 

dealers to the Government as fees, a depression in the scrap world 

will make scrap dealers unable to pay the fees. For the Okinawan scrap 
\ 

dealers who are dependent on Japan for everything, no decisive measure 

can be taken to improve the situation, except ~to wait the Japanese circle 

turning favorable ·in .a fret. 

In the above ·connection, the GRI's Economics Department is studyit1g 

the condition of the scrap ~rket in Japan through the -Ryukyuan Trade 

Delegation Office in Japan, and so the answer in this connection will 

come soon. Moreover, Chairman M:i.yara of the Scrap Dealers Association 

is expected to visit Japan shortly to m~ke an inspection and necessary 

negotiations on this problem. Scrap dealer~ are now in _an :uneasy state 

at the dark prospect toward ,the future of their business. 

I . 
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OKINAWA SHIMBUN 
News Article ( 'I') 

r a3 May 1957 

OWNERSHIP OF SCRAP METALS 1N MlLITARY 

LAND BELON GS TO GlU 

In connection with the disposal of buried scrap metals, GRI's 

Economics Departrrient had been inquiring to GRI' s Department of Legal 

Affairs concerning ·the following two points: 1). The right to dig up 

the scrap metals buried in the military requisitioned land is given to . 

GRI by the military command through USCAR, but do the landowners of the 

subject area have the right to claim the ownership to the scrap metals 

dug up, or right to prevent the excavation of scrap metals from subject 

areas? 2). When scrap metals are dug up from area other than military 

land, what is the relationship between the one who discovered the scraps 

-~ 
and owners of the land where subject meta.ls were unearthened and what is 

the legal interpretation of the ownership of the scrap dug up .in such 

place? 

Toward the above questions, GRI's Department of Legal Affairs 

recently sent following contents of replyi 

· . 1) Right to acquire the scraps r;,uried in the military land belongs 

· to GRI and landowners concerned have no right to prevent excavation of 

scraps; 

2) Owner$hip over scraps buried in area other than military land 

should be shared equally by the one who discover~d the scrap metals ~d 

owner of the land £ran which the metals were dug up. (However, this 

applies to the case when owner of the scraps ·is not· known). However, 

when the owner of scraps is known, the scraps naturally belong to him. 



Okinawa Times (News Article) Friday, 8 March 1957 (S} 

SHF..ET PILES IN BATEN PORT WORTHY OF 15 MJLLIOO 

DISFOSED OF TO SASHIKI SON 

The scrap boom in Eaten _Port is going down, but it is said that 

scrap of nearly 5,000 _tons is buried in the bottom of the sea. The 

authorities of Sashiki Son earlier petitioned OSCAR to dispose of 

s_heet piles of about 500 tons which are being left as they are, and 

of late, they received a reply of approv~. 

The authorities of the, village ( Sashiki Son) est:ima te ( the sheet 

piles) at the current price of more than ¥3,000,000 and are being 

pleased with the unexpected :income. The village authorities are . · 

plann:ing to dig out them immediately and appropriate the amount from 

the sale of them for expenses of construction of the village office 

building. 

Large amount of scrap such as sunken or wrecked American warships 

and other vessels as well as barges, was found in the Baten Port and 

they have been collected by the Mollers Company in Baten since 

tenninatio~ of the war, and it is said that they amounted to the several 

hundred million yen. The sheet piles were decided to be disposed of 

to the village, al though Christi.an organization~ a?1d scrap dealers 

-- have been setting their eyes on them. 

Statement of Mayor Tsuhako of Sashiki Son: "At the begining, 

· · we could not direc~y share in the benefit of . the scrap boom, and we 

la~r submitted a petition, for we could not look on a mountain of 

/ cJ/) 
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treaffi.lres . We obtained last month the formal approV<-d from USCAR, so 

we are gratful for its special · arrangement. It will cost much to dig 

out the sheet piles, as they are found J.I1 the mud of the shore at six 

feet deep. However, since two sheet piles were dr.iven in at intervals 

of one meter, they will .become a big revenue source of the village. I 
J 

would like to reconstruct the vHlage office building with the amount 

from the sale of sheet piles., as it is_ being hamied by whi}e ants. 11 

. I / 4 / 
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OKlliAWA SHlMBUN 
News Article (T) 
1 July 1957 

EXPLOSIVE ACCIDENTS OCCUR AT 

YONTAN' AND THi~ SEA OFF AJA, KlLLING 

OR INJURING A NlfMB!!-:R OF PEHSONS 

( Central Branch) At about ll a .. m., on the BOth, an explosive 

accident took place at Toguchi coast of Yontan Son, :killing an estimated 

two persons. At the report, Director Asato of the Kadena Police Station, 

his staff, and the staff of the Yontan Fire Brigade rushed to . the scene. 

The explosion occurred within a cave which, facing the sea, was used 

as a trench by the Japanese Navy- during the Okinawan War. The work of 

digging out was accompanied by difficulties and judging from the torn 

off hats, shoes, lunch boxes, that were dug out as of 7 p.m., as well as 

bits of flesh or bone scattered here and there, it is estimated that .two 

persons were blown to pieces by the explosion. In ~iew of the shell with 

a calibre of 105 millimeters, which was found at the scene, it is imagined 

that the disaster might be the result of an attempt to extract powder 

from the shell. Names of the victiros are not known as yet, rand the . 

Kadena Police Station, while continuing digging of bodies, started 

identifying them. 

Another explosive case occurred, at about 5:20 p.m. on the 30th, 

at the shoal situated at the spot about 1,000 meters off the Aja Port, 

Mawashi. The explos_ion occurred as three men were tampering with a fu_se 

of a shell, thus killing one person and infl.icting heavy injuries· on ··two 

others. 

/ CJ I 
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In view of the fact ~that two canoes which were seen at the scene 

when the explosive accident took place disappeared by the time the rescue 

squad arrived, it is surmised that there are more conspirators involved. 

So, the Naha Police have started the search in the above connection. 

·-·· .. ~-- - ., . 
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OI{INAWA SHIMBUN ( EDITORIAL) 2 July 1957 ( M) 

fil:MOVE ALL EXPWSIVES 

Two similar explosive accidents took place yesterday within the 

- former air-raid $hel~ers in Aja of Mawashi City and Toguchi of Yomitan 

Son. In the former case, some survived the accident, · and it was possible 

to learn the cause of accident, but in the latter case, no one survived 

and nothing is lmown about how the accident took place. It was not the 

only explosive accident, and similar accidents - minor or serious ones -

are taking place almost evecy day. In all probability, there are many 

accidents which are not reported to the authorities concerned and are 

not carried by the newspapers. 

Th~refore, the problem is why is it impossible to prevent such 

accidents which are taking place almost every day. We have frequentJ.y 

dealt with _this problem in this column, but unless a radical measure 

is taken, there will be ~o end of such explosive accidents. While every

one recognizes the fact that the authorities concerned are working hard 

for the prevention of the accidents, it is i.Inpossible to thoroughly 

watch those who handle eJtploaives. Hence, what we desire first is the 

early disposal of explosives. In other words, shells lying in the sea · 
. . . 

or on the hills should be ·disposed of as earl. y as possible. 

It is said that in Japan enterprisers are designated for the dispo6al 

by providing a subsidy~ · In the case of Okinawa, we think that explo~JiveB 

were abandoned here and there as the severe battle wa8 fought on the sea 

and on land. There are many explosives whose handling is very dangerous, 

so that there should be a measure to:r disposing of them at an early date. 



As a means of the disposal, it would ·be a good idea. to design_?.te · 

enterprisers for this purpose·. If _the Government designates enterprisers, 

they may be able to dispose of the explosives without seeking technical 

advice of the military. It is said that there are two or three leading 

firms, but we propose that the authorities confer with these firms and 

jointly make a concrete study concerning the method of disposal. 

While writing this article, this writer was informed of the out-

break of another explosive accident in the waters off Zama.mi. Details 

of the accident are not known, but it is said that more than 50 persons 

were either killed or wounded by the accident. It is ·sunniaed that this 

is probably the greatest explosive accident after the war, but the longer 

it takes to dispose of explosives; the more· of such tragedies_ we wi.11 see. 

No time is allowed -any longer. At this juncture, we hope that the authori

ties will serious consider the early disp·osal of explosives and establish 

a counter-rre asure in this connection. 



. OKINAWA MORNING STAR 
July 1, 1957 

AT LEAST ONE DEAD IN 2 BLASTS 

At least . one Okinawan wae ldll·ed yesterday in a scrap e~pl.osion 

and police are attempting to determine the nuniler of casualties which 

may have occurred at a second explosion scene. 

Toshio Osa, 24, died at the Hamamatsu Hospital late yesterday after 

a shell . which he was dismantling exploded. Two companions who ' were also 

dismantling shells at the scene of the explosion at Aja, near ·the Machinato

Naha ·housing area, were injured. Pol~ce are investigating the explosion. 

An undetermined number of persons were killed or injured in a second 

explosion which occurred in a Japanese army anmtinition cave at Toguchi-ku, 

Yan.itan-son, yesterday a.lso. 

Police, attracted to the scene by the explosion, said that bits or 

· human flesh were round in the area, but since the victims were apparently 

buried in the eave by the force ot the explosion, it was impossible to 

tell how many persons vere involved. 



Ryukyu Shd.mpo (News Artidle) 'l'uesday, 2 July 1957 ( S) 

EXPLOSION ACCIDENT lli SUNKEN VESSEL TAJG<:S A TOLL OF 32 LIVES 

At 5:15 p.m. on July l, the Naha Police Station received an emergency 

telegram from the Zamami Police Sub-Station to the effect that "A sunken 

_ vessel exploded. The killed are estimated at 52. Inform of them as soon 

as they are identified. 11 Simultaneously with receipt of the telegrain, 

Officials Ho_kama and H_iga in charge public sefety, Police Sergeants Kina 

and Nakaema in charge of criminal affairs, twq officials in charge of 

cr:iminal identification fingerprints of the Naha Police Station, a · police 

sergeant and a policeman of the Water Police Station, aµd Surgeon Nagai 

and four nurses of the Red CroJ~ Hospital rushed to the scene in ~amarni 

Son on board the patrol boat ''Hayatori". 

The report made by · the "Hayatori" of the Naha Water Police Station 

at midnight of July . 2 revealed the explosion of a sunken vessel in 

Zamami Son. That is, the explosion accident occurred around 6 p.m. on 

. June 30 in the sea about 2,0<X> meters southwest of Aka Island in Zamam..i." · 

Son, lihile raising scrap. When the explosion occurred, four sampans 

were blown up together with a big noise. The crew mem.bera are said to 

number 32. Simultaneously with the explosion, ten canoes rushed to the 

scene _but thmgs left were not discovered. Since a sunken vessel of · 

about 7,000 tons is lying down in the sea the terrible accident occurred, 

while scrap collectors are dismantling th.e sunken vessel as · usual. 

(According to reportor Ichimura) it is considered that the exploded. 

powder might have been ·about 200 to 300 tons. Darkish oil . is floating 

on the water near the scene and big fishes also are floating on the sea, 

~dicating a frightful spectacle. 



OKINA\-!A SHIMBUN 
· News Article ( T) 

2 July 1957 
Eveni ng Edition 

PEHSOm3 CONCEllNED COMMENT ON Tf{E 

EXPWSION AT ZAMAMI 

The explosion case in the sea off Zamami Island is giving a great 

shock to not only the scrap collect-0rs but the whole residents. Since 

this kind of disaster does not make disappearance, in spite of the fact 

that it has been a strong wish of the whole residents to stamp out such 

disaster, the recent occurrence of an explosion at Zamruni is giving rise 

to strong voices requesting the complete measure to .prevent such explosive 

cases. Particularly those handl:ing the ammunition are strongly asking 

that in order to prevent explosive disasters, rights to dispose of such 

explosives at sea be given the enterprisers approved by the Government. 

Follow:ing are the views of persons concerned: 

Mr. Seita Takamine, President of the Okisho Company: ''Vessels 

laden with explosives still rema:in sunk :in the sea off Kera.ma as well 

as Yontan, and those who are not authorized, are illegally collecting 

shells fran such vessels. The recent disaster in the sea . off Zan1B1ni 

• was caused, I think, . by such illegal scrap collectors. Among the shells 

loaded in such vessels are ones to which oyster5 or various other things 

are sticking, .and so it is pretty dangerous wor k even for specialists 

to dismantle them. .Therefore, it is a suicidal act for laymen to try 

it. Those engaged i n S.uch illegal· att empts must be well aware of this 

point. 



"I think that it is not possible to prevent such disasters by mere 

advocacies. So, I ·suggest that the best way to prevent such di8asters 

is to let three salvaging companies, that is, the Koryu Salvaging Company, 

Okisho Co., Ltd., and Kinsei Kogyo Company, which have licenses to handle 

explosives in the sea, handle the salvaging of these explosives in the 

sea and completely sweep away the explosives from the sea. 
/ 

11The trouble lies in that the rights to dispose the shells and 

other kinds of explosive materials are not still given the local 

enterprisers, due -to the complication of the problem involving the 

ownership of sunken vessels. USCAR and GRI must immediately solve the 

" proble~ connected with the ownership of these sunken vessels and give 

the rights to dispose of the explosives to local enterprisers. Without 

doing the above, it would be meaningless to advocate the prevention of 

explosive disasters. 

"Police authorities are strengthening supervision, by mobilizing 

the patrol boats, but those engaged in the illegal acts do not discontinue 

their practise by cheating the police supervision. And it is even said 

that there are those engaged in lifting shells from sunken vessel in the 

sea off Yonta_n under cover of night. So, there is strong possibility of 

the case like the disaster at Zamami. recurring hereafter, too. I, as 

one of the enterprisers, -urge the government authorities' strong considera

tion of this point." 

Director Kochi of the Naha Police Station: "Since we have strengthened 

the watch along the coast, there are less powder extracting practises -there 

now • . The supervision became more difficult of late, however, because these 



scrap collectors are engaged in the powder extraction work by diving 

from small outly:ing islands. We will ask the military tha~ the severest 

punishment be meted _out to such people at military courts. I hope tl1at 

those who witness such practises will immediately report them to the 

nearest police boxes~ Moreover, we are planning to have high speed 

patrol boats built to strengthen the supervision over the sea." 

Director Asato of Public Services Department, GRI: "GRI is asking 

the Japanese Government and other quarters concerned, taking advantage 

of every chance, that the ownership of these sunken vessels be given to 

the Ryukyuan side. However, since- this problem contains some · international 

aspects, it can not be solved simply. However, the authorities are of the 

· intention to push forward the settlement of this problem from every aspect .. " 

Mr~ Ichiro Inamine, President of the Koryu Salvaging Company: "At 

present, there are shells merely left in the sea and the shells remain 

laden on the sunken vessels. ·compa~ea with properly equipped shops are 

allowed to take care of the former, while no enterprisers are given the 

right to handle the latter. - So, some illegal scrap collectors are secretly 

handling them. This resulted in the recent explosion cases at the sea off 

Kadena and Sunabe. And this time, the most -miserable disaster took place 

at the sea off Za.mami. I _think that the best way to prevent this kind of 

.disasters is to give those qualified the right to dispose of the~e 

-explosives at ~ea as soon as possible, _so as to sweep away dangerous 

things frcrn the sea. 

''While this kind of· works ia subsid~zed by the government in Japan, 

no measure is taken at all, in this regard. I advised the authorities 



concerned that disasters would be sur1; to happen, if thorough rre asure 

were not ta.ken in this connection. Since the Ryukyuan enterprisers 

have the experience of salvaging many sunken vessels, authorities should 

place greater crust in the Ryukyuan enterprisers. It is pretty certain 

that this kind of disaster will continue to take place, ·uni ess some 

drastic measure is be takeno I think that the Government should also 

take a protective measure toward the enterprisers, since this k:ind of 

project is pretty dangerous. As a drastic measure, some measure rm1st 

be immediat~ly worked out by analyzing the causes of such disasters 

. sufficiently. tt 



RYUKYU SHil1PO ( ED_ITORIAL) 4 July 1957 ( M) 

ESTABLISID·IENT OF RADICAL MEASURE AS 

EAF?LY AS POSSIBLE DESIRED 

An accident took place on June 30, in which a sunken vessel lying 

some 1,500 meters off Akaj:ima (an islet) of ~amami Son exploded,

destroying more than 30 persons. It seems that this is a terrible 

accide~t which __ .iQ.Qr. _Rla9e while scrap collectors were .di~membering the 

American vessel, weighing nearly 8,000 tons, .which sank during the last 

war, without approval. The sunken vessel was loaded with 3,000 tons of 

powder, and since that much of power was exploded, the result can easily 

be imagiµed. Four sampans ·were smached, while the water roae in a spout 

with consequent result that fish fell on ·th~ nearby sub-villages. · More

over, tidal wave and earthquake visited the nearby villages so that it 

is said that the islanders feared whether an stomic bomb was exploded. 

· According to a survey of the Police Headquarters, it is said that 

1.,461 fell victim of e.xplosive accidents dur ing the 10 postwar years, 

and of the_ nur1ber, 505 .persons were killed. From the beginning of this 

year; 41 cases have alreaey taken place, resulting in the death of 61 

persons, serious injury of 14 persons, and slight injury of 25 persona. 
. . . 0 . 

Among them were infants and younger child.ran who fell victim of the 

accidents together · with their reckless parents. Thia is the postwar 

gloomy phase of miserable Okinawans who ha-stened the journey to death, 

driven by avarice, but how long will such terrible accidents continue? 

/ Cl , 
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Upon being informed of th: terrible accident this time, USCAR plac~d 

off-limits on ;the waters off Zamami, and at the- same _time, took the -same 
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measure for the waters off Yomitan in order to prevent the recurrence of 

the same terrible accident, for a sunken vessel loaded with more explosives 

foan that was loaded in the aforementioned sunken vessel, is lying off · 

Yomitan. In the case of the accident which took place off Zamarru, too, 

unlicensed persons were engaged in the work and this was beyond the control 

of the authorities concerned due to lack of patrolling staff, and as a 

result, the emergency measure of this time were taken by the military. 

The scrap dealers are digging up roads for school children and 

other places and are carrying out their business. We do not know whether 

or not any law will control such conduct, but we are of the view that such 

dealers must be punished from the viewpoint of publ?-C morality. It can be 

imagined as to what reokless operation such scrap dealers carr-y out on the 

sea. While b~ing aware of the fact that nothing should be done about 

sunken vessels without approval, they eventually start dismembering sunken 

vessels as such conduct is beyond ·Uie poli.ce surveillance. They who are 

not licensees do not \hink _of the· outcome. Being driven by their avarice, 

they lose their sober judgement to earn the day's living, with consequent 

result that there is no alternative for them but to have their destiny of 

self-destruction en maase. 

President Inamine of the Koryu Salvage Company stated that in Japan 

the Goveniment has _special non-governmental dealers dismantle ( dangerous 

sunken vessels) even by granting subsidy in an effort to prevent accidents, 

but in this respect, nothing is done in Okinawa. Despite the fact that 

nearly 1,500 persons fell victim of eJq>losivQ accidents during the 10 

postwaT years, no preventive poltcies h~ve been taken. No marker in 



dangerous waters is found, and as for the d i smantling ( of sunken vessels), 

it seems that the subsidy for the operation is the last thing we can 

expect. 

Shells are still found on hills and under the waters, and judging 

from the number of the shells, we may still find victims of explosion 

cases of these shells. The establishment of a. radical preventive policy 

as early as possible will mean to save as many victims as possible. 

It may be no exaggeration to say that the ignorant scrap dealers are 

constantly exposed to the danger of explosive accidents. The establish

ment of _early coW1ter-meaSures is the only means of saving ignorant and 

avaricious scrap collectors. 



MORN nm STAR 
July 2, 1957 

CHINA SEA BLAST KILLS 52 DIVERS 

Thirty-two Okinawan scrap collectors were killed in a single blast 

at 5 p.m., near the isla.nd of Zamami last night according to a message 

received by Naha police at 5 p.m. 

Although the blast was reported to have occurred within 30 miles of 

Okinawa, Naha police were informed of the event ~J police radio telegraph. 

Details were scarce and a police patrol boat left Naha port at 7 p.m., for 

the four hour voyage to the scene of the reported blast. 

According to early reports, .four Okinawan boats of .the 5-ton class 

were collaborating on the. raising of scrap from a sunken hulk when the 

blast occurred. i'hirty-nine Okinawans were reportedly involved :in the 

operation, of which there were 32 fatalities. · 

It is a standard practice for Okinawan scrap collectors to dismantle 

high explosives and use the recovered TNT to blast new scrap metal from 

hulks lying off-shore. Some of these off-shore hulks themselves contain 

high explosives. 

The only eye-witnesses were seven miles from the blast. They reported 

that the explosion gave off three separate clouds beginning with a white 

''mushroom shapedn cloud, followed by a black cloud and a third white cloud. 

The same witnesses said t~t his ship was hauling gasoline to another ship 

which was wo~king with the salvage group. 



The "fishermen" who were working in the area, according to t..11.e gas 

carrier, were divmg in 150 feet of water using oxygen tanks. The object 

· of their ttfishing" operation, the witnesses said, was an LST which was 

thought to be carrying ammunition. 

The witnesses said· that the "fishermen" were entering the sunken 

vessel by_ an entrance in the ship's open noseo 

Okinawan fishennen said that the blast was the mo·st serious of any 

which has occurred since the end of hostilities. 

In the blast area, witnesses ~aid no\hing remained of four 10 man 

"fishing•' boats other . than a number of fioating o~gen tanks. There was 

no estimation of the number of men under water at the time of the blast 

or the cause of the blast itself. 

It is believed that all of the casualties came from the Keramas., a 

group of islands lying off the southern tip of Naha. 

In the past US . authorities have attempted to prevent Okinawa 

"fishermen" from be~oming post graduate casualties of the battle of 

Okinawa, by making it illegal to deal in brass scrap. 

It is est:tinated that there are several miliion pounds of brass lying 

off-shore in the water around Okinawa as the result of high explosiv~ 

ordnance which was dumped there following the stirrender of Japan.: 

Other dangerous explosives are present in sunken hulks which 

Okinawan scrap collectors consider to be a source of raw material. 

Fatal explosions occur at regular intervals involving individual 

Okinawan lone wolf collectors and syndicate explosions which involve 

several Okinavans as was typified by the explosive blast which snuffed 



out the lives of seven scrap collectors early this year when they s·et 

off a blast in•1olving an undetermined number of 155 11M explosives on 

the beach near Kadena air base. 
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MORNING STAR 
July 3, 195? 

NO THACE FOUND OF 32 

WHO DIED lN SCRAP BLAST B°'J Masao Nakachi 

V:illagers of Zamarni island, 30 miles from Okinawa, were so frightened 

at Sunday night's China Sea blast which killed at, least 52 local scrap 

collectors, that they were afraid a war had broken out • 

Scrap collectors, including some divers aboard four 5-ton fishing 

boats had been engaged with illegal _scrap C91lecing from a sunken 8,000-

ton Liberty cargo ship, containing ah estimated 3,000 tons of blasting 

power, when either an acetylene torch or mishandling of dynamite, exploded 

the cargo. The four boats and all occupants, including those diving, were 

believed to have perished. 

An eyewitness, _ Tatsuo Nagata, principal of the Zamami primary school, 

was fishing from an · engine-equipped canoe when he said his e-:res were blinded 

by a brilliant flash "similar to t.he atomic bomb dropped at Hiroshi.ma. 11 

He said he saw the flaeh and seconds later saw a gigantic co1Ui1lll of 

water which he estimated to be at least ''a half-mile high." 

Residents of nearby islands also were reported to have evidenced fear that 

a new war had broken out. 

The noise of the explos1?n was followed by a trembling of the islands 

which. shook houses and sent occupants scurrying to shelter in the nearby 

hills. 

A police patrol boat arri vecj at the scene of the blast a-round 10:30 

Monday night but foll.i7id nothing but oil•blackened waters and dead fish. 



OKJNAWA SHIMBUN 
News Article ( T) 
_5 July 1957 

. OE'F Lll1IT DECIDED TO BE DECLARED 

OVER THE SEA NFAR BOLO POINT TO COPE 

WITH INCREASE OF EXPLOSNE DISASTERS 

i'I 

Chief Executive Thoma had a regular intervj.ew with Civil Adnunistrator 

Burger from 2 p.m. on the 2nd and discussed the counter-measure to prevent 

the explosion cases which are increasing of late. In this interview, the 

Civil Adminj_strator told the Chief J~ecutive that it was decided to 

immediately set up an off-limits area over the sea near Bolo Point -(off 

Yontan), where ammunition vessels are sunk, ·as a counter-measure toward 

the recent increased occurrence of sea scrap explosion. 

In this connection, the Chief Executive asked the Civil Administrator 

that GRI be allowed to renoat the ammunition vessels sunk in the sea off 

Yontan, and that i.f this can not be allowed, the military would let, them 
I~~ 

explode in the sea. Toward the above request, the Civil Adrrdnistrator 

answered that the refioating of these ammunition vessels would be 

accompanied with extreme danger and that it was also impossible to let 

them explode in the sea, as it was vecy likely that the explosion would 

rain the splinters of shells over land near the sea. So, he said that 

·the best course that could be taken was. to set up the off-limits :in the 

sea there inmediately, to shut out illegal scrap collectors. tk>reover, 

as to the disposal of these anmunition vessels, _a study is said to be 
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being made at Washington, and it is not known, at pres·ent, whether these 

vessels belong to GRI or not. 

The Chief Executive also asked, in the day's interview, that whaling 

project on which there was a request from the ' Taiyo Suisan sometime ago, 

be immediately_approved. 

In connection with the recent increased occUITence of explosion cases, 

Director Skuse of Public Sa.fety Department, USCA,'t stated as follows: 

"I am worried at the rec_ent occurrence of explosive cases. The 

occurrence of these explosions is attributed mainly to _ the fact that the 

people who .are not adequately educated are attempting to dismantle the 

shells, by dependj_ng on practical experience 3cquired while collecting scraps. 

In the sea, unexploded shells, ammunition, as well as bombs, of which the 

safety devices have been rotted away, are left abandoned. The recent 

explosions in the sea off Karama and Yontan are ones _caused while attempt

ing to collect them. 

"The Police authorities are having a hard ti.me in supervising them, 

for by the time the guarding boats approach the scene upon receiving a 

report, these illegal coll~ctors disappear. Th~se explosions affect not 

only the persons :involved, but others, too. 

"These ammunition vessels belong to the U.S. Military now, but stu~_ 

is being made to release them for the private enterprisers as much as 

possible, so as to let them salvage these vessels. However, we are 

assuming a very careful attitude, ·since the salvaging pf such vessels laden 

with ammunition is extremely dangerous. For example, as a result of a study 

made by the U.S. Navy experts _by diving, it was found that it .was dangerous 



even for experts to renoat the arnrntmition vessels sunk in the sea off 

Bolo Point. It is only too evident that it is very dangerous for the 

inexperienced persons to try to touch them. As measures to prevent 

explosions, two points can be considered. One is to let specialists 

engage in the dismantling work with special equipment at designated shops 

and the other, to make the general public take more interest in the ex

plosive accidents. It is possible to prevent the explosion disasters 

whei:i · everJbody cooperates for prevention of them. I am thinking of 
strengthening the water police furthermore. I asked the Police Depart

ment to further strengthen the supervision over such accidents, from 

the standpoint of protecting human lives and properties." 



Okinawa Times ( News Arti cle ) Saturday, 6 July 19 57 (S) 

SCRAP Df<.:ALi!.:RS SW'APJ1 TO DAJ.WERDU S SUN KEN 

~SSJi:L IN Ttlr. SEA Of' KADENA 

(Koza) 'fhe explosive accident in Zamami WI ich took a toU of :30 

l i ves gave a big shock to the general public. There is a sunken vessel 

loaded with shells within the jurisdiction of the Kadena Police Station, 

so persons there are in fear lest another explosive accident like that 

in Zamami ·should happeu. An American Liberty Ship /Jhe Canada Vict;ori] 

which sank during the l ast war and was loaded with many kinds of shells 

of about 3,000 tons, is lying in t he sea about two miles south of Toya 

:i.n Yomitan Son, so many diver s 81'1ann to the· ship every day and are 

stealing shells by eluding the vigilance of the police. 

The Kadena Police Stat ion exer ci~es surprise control twice or 

thrice a month. - On the other hand, the Police Station exercised strict 

control from both t he sea and land with the patrol boat 11Asakaze" of 

the Motobu Police Station. However, since divers are still gatherfog 

to t he sunken vess.el, the ( Kadena) Police Station has decided to 

strengthen the control of the coast., investigate actual condi tion of 

scrap dealers there and arrest· violators m order to seek the preven

tion of the (explosive accident). 

The Kadena Police Station summoned scrap dealers in Yomitan Son 

and held a conference with them on the 3rd. As a result, it seems that 

a Council for Prevention of Explosive Accidents wil.l be establ i shed by 

scr ap dealers, officials of village offices, and interested persons 

within the jurisdiction of the Kadena Poli ce Station. Last year, 8 . I 

explosive accidents took place withi n the jurisdiction of th~ Kadena 
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Poljce Station and 12 persons were killed and 11 were injured by these 

accidents. This year, -no explosive accident happened until May, so 

officials of the Police Station were relieved at it, thinking that the 

control had produced satisfactory results. However ; t wo accj_dents 

happened in succession in June and two persons were killed and two were 

injured by the accidents. 

In the meantime, representatives of scrap dealers including Mr. 

Seikai Shimabukuro visited the Labor Depar_tment on the 5th and requested 

to holo a round-table conference for enlightenment with Chief Miura of 

the First Section of the Labor Standards Supervisfon Office who inspected 

facilities of explosive disin.antling shops in Japan, as the central figure. 

Ownership of sunken vessels has not been clarified as yet, so licessed 

dealers could not deal with the sunken vessel in the sea of Zamami which 

caused the explosive accident at this time, although they found the vessel 

before. The American sunken vessel in the sea of Yomita.n is loaded with 

bombs about twice the quantity of those in the sunken vessel which exploded 

in the sea off Zamami. However, the licensed dealers cannot make inspec

tion of th_e vessel beforehand, for they cannot obtain approval of the 

military, but it is said that unlicensed dealers are collecting shells 

by evading the law, and have given rise to accidents. Since the present 

condition is as above, a certain dealer stated, . "In order to prevent . 

accidents, the dismantling techniques employed _in Japan rrruat be employed 

here and sunken vessels must be disposed .of by the licensed dealers." 



IifUKYU SHil-1PO ( EDITORIAL) 11 July 1957 ( M) 

WE PLACE EXPi CTATION ON THOROUGH OONTROL 

The explosive case involving the sunken vessel off Zaroami was the 

most terrible accident after the war and called for the reconsideration 

of scrap collectors and gave a warning to them, but there are still 

persons who play with po"ider with consequent result of causing explosive 

accidents. An explosive accident also took place off Kamiyama islet 

the day before yesterday, killing one person· and injuring another. The 

newspaper reports that this accident took place while the vic t ims .were 

conducting illegal fishing, but there is no .doubt about the fact that 

this accident was caused by use of explosive. 

In view of . the fact that almost all V-ictims do not suffer poverty 

and their selfish motives are -responsible for such accidents, the police 

are of the :intention to intensify the control and arrest violators 

without mercy for the prevention of the accidents. We are under the 

·impression that the police control so far has been somewhat lukewann; 

so we hope for a decisive measure. 

Since the pro.fits derived from the dangerous operation increase in 

proportion to the increasing_ danger, ·one may find · it :impossible to 

discontinue the work once one has become experienced. Whether it be 

explosion . due to collection of scrap or illegal fishing with ~he use · 

of powder, this will also destroy fishing ground, so this will not 

only mean loss of a victim alone but also bring about a great blow to. 

fishermen. Since this will eventually affect the fishing industry of 

Okinawa, we place our expectation on the thorough c~ntrol of police. 

.-., I' } 
"':... c.1 I 

Our expectation also implies the fact that the strong~r the control becomes, 

- the more human lives we can save from danger. 



OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION 
u. s. Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands 

Naha Okinawa 

PRESS RELEA..'>E: 

YEAR'S IMPRISONMENT AND 130,000 FINES METED our TO 
YOMIT AN PAm ILLEGALLY . POSSESSING EXPLOSIVES 

23 July 1957 

A year's imprisonment at hard labor and fines of 430,0001 or 

an additional day of imprisonment for every ¥.120 unpaid, is the 

penalty two Yomitan residents are paying for illegal possession of 

explosives. Both entered pleas of guilty in Sunmacy CA Court. 

The heavy sentences meted out by the Court were base on the 

latest series of cases in which ~shave been killed or 

seri.ously injured because of illegal-handling of explosives. 

The convicted pair are: 

Shoichi Hatoma, 34, of 3-han, Senaha-ku, Yomitan-Son, a 

fisherman. 

Shinkichi Arashiro, 25 1 of 2-han, Senaha-ku., Yomitan-Son., a 

farmer. 

- Ryukyu.an police of the Kadena District Station caught the pair 

red-handed with 10 105-mm shells, primers intact, in their possession 

as well as a chisel and hammer used in breaking open the casings to 

extract power. 

· The police were on a patrol boat when they detected the pair 

hiding behind a cliff, and made the arrest when th·e men jumped in the 

ocean in an attempt to escape. 

The $~ells were tuined over to the Explosive Ordnance Detachment 

tor disposal.-

\ 
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Heaclq uarters 
313TH Arn. DIVISION 

Unifod States Air Force 
APO 239, San Francisco, California 

SUBJECT: Conference between Air Force nej:Jre sentati ve s and Of ficials 
of Ie Shima 

TO: Coroman<ler 
313th Air Division 
APO 239, San Francisco, CaJ.ifornia 

1. On 1 JUJ.y 1957, another conference in a series of meetings 
was heL<l with tne officials .of Ie Shim.a by representatives of this 
Ho~clquarters concerning contrQl of indigenous residents entering .the 
hombing range for scrap while it is in use. A list of the representa
tives of' the Air Force, Governrrent of the Hyukyu Isl.ands., USCAR and 
Ie ·Shima officials in attendance is listed below: 

Colonel Leo C. Moon - Inspector General, Headquarters, r313th 
Air Division 

Lt Col Richard J. wade Provost Marshal, Headquarters, 3l~th 
Air Division 

Lt Col John A. McLaugnlin J AG, ~13th Air Division 
Lt Col Peter English O & T, Headquarters, 313th Air Division 
Captain T. · R. Spencer Opns Section, 18th Air Base Group 
1st, Lt Harry o. Hinz J AG , Headquarters, 313th Air Divis ion 
Mr. Bob Biliingsley USC.AH , Land Division 
Mr. Hideo Inouye USCAR, Chief, Land Division, GRI 
Mr. Nobaru, Tushimichi GRI Police Headquarters 
Mr. Tamayose, Seisho GR.I Police Headquarters 
Mr. Toyozaki, Mozen Interpreter, USCAH 
Mr. Shimabuku, Sheisuke Chief, Land Division, GRI 
Mr. Yabu . Chief of Police, Notabu 
Tamashiro Otomatan Mayor of Ie Shima 
Assistant ¥.tayor and representatives from. each Xu, uon, and 3hi_ 
of Ie Shima were also in attendance. 

2. The items of discussion in the conference are swmnarized in 
the following paragraphs: 

a. Colonel .Moon stat_ed that the c onf·erence was called in the 
interest of public safety. He advised that there had been continued: 
entry to the range by certain individuals of le Shima in violation of 
the prescribed safety regulations. He stated that i£ the Mayor and 
Son officials could not l e ac~ their people in effecting con:trol of the 
residents of Ie Shima and cause them to re.frain from . en·tering the range 
while it is in use, for the purpose of digging scrap, that the range 
would have to be- closed to the people at all times. Colonel Moon fur
ther stated that, if necessary, the scrap clearance from the range 
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would be given to a firm by a contract, which contract would also 
specify that the contractor would be required to enforce the restr_ic
tion on personnel of Ie Shima entering the range at any tirre. He 
emphasized that this procedure was not desirable· to the Air Force 
but., that the lJnj_ted States govermrent cannot risk having p-eople killed 
_because they disregard the safety reguJ.ations pertajning to the ran~e. 
Colonel Moon then stated that the very siI11ple . agreement signifying -
their recognition that the United States governroont would not be respon
sible for any person c oming on the range while it is in use, and agree
ing to remain off the range with the privilege of entry during non
operational hours, had not baen signed. Colonel Moon stated further 
that this agreement was in no way intended nor worded to apply in any 
way to .Land rights of the people ( this having - been already settled 
years b~ck); however, th.at the land leased by the United States govern-

_rnent through USCAR must and will be uti.lized i'or the purpose in.tended. 
He reemphasized that this- c nnference was· not for a discussion of .the 
right of the United States to use the land, but was to assure the 
physical protection and safety of the people of Ie Shima • . 

b. · The Mayor of Ie Shima stated that there were certain dis
obedient people who would not heed his instructions to comp..Ly with 
range safety regulations. He said he couJ.d -not punish these people 
when they were disobedient nor could he · inake them cooperate. 

c. Colonel Moon replied then that he must assUJre that these 
disobedient people understood that if they are injured or killed by· 
their disobedience to a safety rule, that the United 3tates will not 
accept responsibil.i ty for them. The . Mayor of Ie Shima replied then 
that he would not accept any persons statement that they did not W1der
stand the safety rules of the range, because he had definitely passed' 
the w:qrd to all people of Ie Shima that they must refrain · from entering 
the range when_ i.t is in use. 

d. Lt Colonel Wade . stated that the Hayor and Son officials 
who had been duly elected by their people . appeared to be inteliigent 
and capable enough to_ effect· agreement among their ·people and c ontrol 
over them. He asked if the majority of the people would not· think 
harshly- of their leaders if . the range was closed to all persons because 
of the disobedience of a few that apparently the Mayor and Son officials 

· .,,, and the people in general could not -control. Colonel Wade expl ained · 
that the Mayor of' Yontan had proven that the people could c ontrol il
legal entry of_ the range at Yontan and t hat _there had been no difficulty 
encountered there. 

e. c'olonel Moon stated at ·this point that we appreciated 
t he cooperation or the 1iayor and Son officials in the past but that 
we must expect more effort to assure c ontrol of the peopl e in the 

2 
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entry to the range or that we would have t~ take other measures. He 
emphasized that the f a,rmers had obeyed the regulation i n an exemplary 
manner and that it was primarily the scrap collectors who were creating 
the hazard to human life. He advised that the restriction woQLd not 
be placed on farmers but on the scrap collectors if the illegal entry 
continued;. 

f • . A discussion then arose concerning the time given to the 
people to clear the range after the flag had been raised and the siren 
sounded. Airman Hisamoto stated that there was a least an hour inter
val between the time that the signal f' or clearing the range was given 
and bombing comrr~nced. He also emphasized that the Air Police rn<?-de 
certain that everyone who had entered· the range early in the root'ning 
were notified to leave the range when it was to be placed in use. He 
_stated, however, that he has recently encountered opposition from the 
scrap collectors, that they wou.Ld ignore the warning and it was neces
sary to chase individuals off the range. 

g. The leader of Maja Village, Seiji, Motoyama, attempted to 
raise the issue of the leasing of the land. He stated that the people 
of his Son did -not know anything about the lease of the land belonging 
to them. Colonel Moon then again reemphasized this conference was not 
for discussion of the rights of t~e United States Air Force to the 
leased property, that it had been leased a long time prior to his as
signment to Okinawa, and by much higher authority. He stated .that 
the USCAR representatives had leased the land in accordance with the 
prescribed procedures. Mr. Shimabuku, Chief of the USCAR Land Divi
sion was then requested to answer the queries of the village represen
t,ntive. Mr. Shimabuku quoted the ordinance under which the l and was 
leased and after the conference was over, he displayed to Motoyama 
GR.I rec·ords of 1acts and · entrys pertaining to the- lease of Maja Vi1-lage 
resident's property. 

h. Colonel Moon then asked if there was -any further discus
sion desired by tne Mayor or Son officials. The Mayor stated that the 
Air force could be assured that the people of Ie ,:>ilima had been ade
quately notified of the restriction placed on t heir entry when the 
range was in oper~tion. He said that he WOllld defini-tely cooperate' 
and would redoubl~ his efforts to lead the peo1_le iri cooperating on 
this iss,ue • 

B. It is the opinion of the- undersigned that the following 
results were obtained: 

a. The Mayor made a statement publicly which was not con
tested by acy Son officials, that ·the people had-been adequately 
warned of the refusal of the Uni~~d States .Air Force ~o accept respon
sibility for anyone i njured while on t he range when it is in use and 



313IG-P, Hq 313AD, Subj: Conference between Air Force Representatives 
and Officials of le Shima 

that to prevent such injury all persons are to remain positively clear. 

b. That the leader of Haja Village completely lost his argu
ment through act,ion of the GiU Land Di.vision representative, who had 
comple te explanations and documentation. 

c. That the peopie of le Shima have been made completely 
aware of the possibil.ity of their loss of scrap collection p:. ivileges 
by their refusal to obey the regulations. 

d. That there will possibly be continued occasional acts 
of trespass by a verJ smal l element of disobedient residents. 

e;. That there has b:}en· sufficient pub.lie announcement of 
the position of the United · States Air force in regard to the regula
tion eoverning t he range, and t nat any claim arisi ng from disobedience 
to t he regulation will not be honored. Also that the recognized lead
ers of -Ie Shima are in accord with us and desire to cooperate to the · 
fullest extent possible in order to retain · t he right to collect the 
_scrap from the range. 'fhis was in evidence when the l-'lfiyor actua.1..Ly 
called violators 11 a small criminal. ele100nt. 11 

f. It was apparent that careful handling by us may strengthen 
the Mayor's position with his people and his ·friendship with the ~ ir 
:•'orce who must U:se his land and possib1.y f oresta:~l movement to greater 
power by the Communist leader on Ie Shima. At the present time, this 
latter l eader· is mostly just an annoyance, but could beco100 powerful 
enough to gain control of the is.land in which case the -Air Force would 
suffer diff iculties. 

g. It is recommended -that this be followed up by a letter 
of appreciation to the Mayor of Ie .3nima for his cooperative a·ttitude 
and work~ 

. , : ";.· ! ~ - ·S:~(~!ttf~ ... >,., ! . 

4 

/s/ Leo C. Hoon 
/t/ IBO C. MOON 

Colonel, USAF 
µispector General 

. . . ,, ! I , 

. , 
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Headquarters 
313TH Alli DIVISION 

United States Air Force 
APO 239, San Francisco 5 California 

Honorabie otomatan Tamashiro 
Mayor of Ie-Son 
Ie Shima 
Kunigaroi District 
Ryuh-yus 

Dear Mayor Tamashiro: 

11 July 1957 

It was with great pleasure and satisfaction that our representa
tives enjoyed the opr,ortunity of accepting your hospitality at your · 
offices on 1 July 1957 • I t·eel that the meeting attended by you and 
the various representatives who were present on behalf of the people 
of le Shima has resulted in a further step toward solidifying friendly 
~ amicable relations r)(;; tween the United States and your people., 

We are gratified and deeply impressed by your earnest e1Torts to 
disseminate to all of your constituents the rules which we have 
mutually agreed upon in order to safeguard those persons who collect 
scrap or who farm on the bombing range. 

Once again, I wish to thank you for the fine cooperat ion whi ch 
you extended to our representatives and I would like to extend an in
vj_tation to you to visit us at Kadena Air Base at such tirre as you 
mi E;ht find convenient. 

' 

Sincerely yours, 

WILLIAM G. HIPPS 
Brigadier General, USAF 
Cormnander 



Translated by USC J\.R' s Office of Public Information. (No. 1453) 

The Okinawa Times, April 18, 1958. (News) Yo 

A SUNKEN VESSEL EXPLOOES: M1)flli THAl~ 30 l•U SSrnG. 

/ )(tJ 
L_.j j 

Around 4:50 p.m. on the 17th a sunken vessel off the coast of Toya, 
Yontan Son exploded and 4 Sampans and their crew members numbering '37 

- are missing. This is the second time that. such explosion takes place, - . 
the first being one that took_,vlace at the sea off Akajima of Tonaki-
Son /Jatnami-SoEJ in May {jun~ last year in which 50 men lost their 
lives. At the last meeting of Police Station Chiefs it was agreed that 
this sunken vessel was likely to cause a tragedy and the Naha and Kadena 
Police· Stations had just begun tightening control of this area. 

According to the account of an eye-witness, Sold. Furugen, 51, about 
that time he heard a big e·ar-splitting sound with · subsequent shaking of 
of the house. Glancing in the neighborhood of the sunken ship, he saw 
a big wat er pillar r eaching up to the clouds enveloped with white smoke 
which rose from the bottom of the sea. · · 

According to the investigation o.f tne Kadena Police Station, that . 
went to the scene -of the disaster as soon as the accident was reported 
by Hiroahi Higa, a taxi driver o.f 1-Han ll-Ku, Kadena-Son, the sea ·was 
oily and nothing remained o.f the sampans and the missing men, and the 
neighborhood was filled with a scorching st~nch. It is aup1:osed th.at 
the explosion was caused, just as was the case in the explosion that took 
place in the _sea off Akajima of Kerarna, while they we~e trying to break 
up the vessel by the uae of a home~made ·exploaive-a bottle filled with 
gun powder and TNT and b.Lasting caps ·· attached--but the detonation seems 
to have caused the ammunition in the .holds to explode. As of 8 p.m. 
:n miasiµg men were ascertained, arid it is expected that the number of 
missing men will increase f·or many other small boats had been seen in the 
neighborhood. 

The Kadena Police Station stated that more than 10 small craft hunted 
for scrap in the sunken vessel and .it appeared that some 0£ them were 
cond.ng all the way .from ItomanD and Izena. As soon aa they caught .sight 
of a patrol vassal they took refuge along the ahall·ow waters and would 

· appear ·again as the patrol vessel retreated so that the police had a 
hard time coping with them. This area was des.ignated as a restricted 
area by special ordinance lest another tragedy like that of Akajima 
should take place. It is too tragic, al~hough they asked for it by 
flaunting the regulations. 
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MORN ING STAR 
April 18, 1958 

THIHTY-TWO SCRAP COLLECTOHS 

1N SUNKEN MUNITIONS SHIP BLAS"T 

An estimated 32 Oki.11awan scrap collectors were killed yesterday 

afternoon when an explosion, believed to be the sunken US vessel Canada 

Victory-, which met its fate during the Okinawa operation sent a geyser 

of water some 150 feet into the air. The incident occurred in the sea 

about one mile off the coast of Toya-ku village near Yomitan ~ir st"rip. 

Soki Furugen, 51, one of the-eye-witnesses told police that he was 

building a house near the village sea-shore when he heard a big explosion 

and felt a shock from the sea. 

He siad that he saw a large column of water rise into the ,_air and 

white smoke surging upward in approximately the area where the Canada 
) 

Victory went down. 

Inunediately after the accident Kadena policemen, hiring five 

local canoes, rushed to the scene but they found nothing but oil slicks 

and some parts of broken boats. 

According to local witnesses about five small boats were in the 

area around the Canada Victory shortly before the explosion occurred. 

This area has been placed _ "Off Limits" for any purpos~s by the· military 

-
for some time. Authorities queried on the incident said that no salvage 

rights had been authorized. 

Only a short time ago Kadena police r.eported that 13 Ckinawan scrap 

collectors were apprehended lilh ile attempting to salvage parts of the 



sunken Liberty munitions ship. These will be tried by a USCAR surranary 

court in Koza next Wednesday. 

Last July a si"'llilar blast occurred in which 32 Okina wan scrap 

collectors lost their lives when diving in 150 .feet of water to retrieve 

munitions and metal from the sunken hulk of an American LST. This incident 

occurred off the sot1thern tip of Okinawa near the small .Lsland of Zama..rni. 

Entering the sunken vessel by its open nose the "fishermen" were 

retrieving aim1unition, dismantling it and using the TNT located within 

the shells to blast large sections from the ship's hulk. 

In the past USCAR-GRI authorities have tried to stop Okinawans 

from becomtng post graduate casualties of the battle of Okinawa by mak:ing· 

it . illegal to deal in brass scrap. 

It is est;iinq.ted that there are severai million pounds of brass lying 

offshore in the water around Okinawa as the result of high explosive 

ordnance which was dumped there . following the surrender of Japan. · 

Other dangerous explosives are present in sunken hulks which Okinawan 

scrap collectors consider ·to be a source of raw material. 

USCAR-GRI authorites, as a result of yesterdays incident, are once 

again issuing warning to all Okinasans to remain away from the locations 

where these suntan vessels lie.· 
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The Okinawa Times. P.pril 19 , 1958. (Editorial) Y. 

THE _Y.EY TO THE PREVENTION Of' TRAGEDY IS DISPOSAL OF SUNKEN VESSELS. 

Explosion of a sunken ship again took ·place . It i s too pathetic to 

I • 

hunters asked for it th ems elves. We had the san:e kind of traeedy :in 

Hay [.Jun~.7 last year in which 32 lives were lost in t he sea off Akashima 

of the Kerama Island group. This is still fresh in our memory, and 

· bes ides this there are many _cases in ·which one or two have lost their 

lives while collecting scrap iron. 

How come the tragedy is being repeated so frequently in spite of 

the fact that the law enforcement authoriti.cs have constantly given 

warning _ against illegal scrap collection and have tightened thelr 

control., and besides the people in general are familiar with the l-rTetched 

sight or" the victims of illegal scrap collection'? 

It is reported that the sunken vessel in question rra.s fully loaded 

wi_th ammunition during the war, and as such the victims themselves must 

have been fully aware that even a slight mistake in the operation of 

disman:tl:ing the vessel was apt to ca.use the ammunition to explode. And 

ti' they dared to attempt the advanture _full y aware of the danger, what 

a griro determination indeedl 

It appears that most of the victims had been fishermen who hardly 

manaeed to make ends meet and eventually tu.med to scrap collection in 

order that they might eat and -had been ' crovding on the death ship, but 

even then clandestine collection of scrap -i:s a theft just the same and 



it is foolhardy to embark on such a venture . The polke were aware of 

the danger well in advance and had taken prevent j_ve measures. And 

especially of late the cl andestine divers incr eased in number rapidJ.y 

so that the problem has been taken up on various occasions at the meeting 

of chiefs of police stations and every fTleasure has been taken in ·order to 

prevent the suicidal action of the scrap hunters . This neighborhood has 

been designated a restricted area and the vigilance has been tightened 

by marking off the area with floating buoys. 

According to the report, of the police, they would be dispersed by a 

patrol boat, but they would crowd around the sunken vessel again as soon 

as the patrol . boat retreated, as if they were fiies swarming on food, so 

that the police were at the end of their wits, it seems. it is regrett

able indeed that this kind of tragedy could not have be.en pr.evented 

despite the constant effort of the police ever since the tragedy in the 

sea off Akajima last yearo We may take a lesson from this tha t it is . 

nearly impossible to prevent the occurrence of tragedy by the simple 

tightenj_ng of control. The key to the prevention of accidents would 

be the disposal of the sunken ships themselves, we believe. 

One must have an unavoidable· reason to attempt to steal scrap metals 

from the sea bottom at the risk of one's 9wn life. But if he were success

ful in his · attempt, he would get a considerable sum of mone1J for his loot, 

There may be many people who believe that scrap collecting is a better way 

of making one's liv:ing, . at least better than the life they are leading at 

present. And since there is . the sunken vessel within one's reach, they 

give in t-0 the temptation and decide to go hunting scrap, ataking the~r 

very lives. 



It appears t hat the disposal of sunken vessels stjJ.l stands unsettled 

due to various political snags, but it may be said that tragedies ~re caused 

due to the belated disposal of the sunken vessels. If official procedures 

were taken for the disposal of the sunken vessels, authorized enterprisers 

or authorities concerned will be able to oversee the operation and insure 

the safety of the wo rlanen. 

It is because unlicensed divers are left to tackle the Job that they 

cause accident. We will never see the end of tragedy so long as the 

sunken vessels loaded wi th valuable scrap are left with:in the reach of 

the people. People will stop at nothing . if they are driven to extremities, 

and besides, not a few ,men are making a good business of the scrap collec

tion, we believe. 

It is hoped that the sunken vessels will be removed safely at an 

early da te; we must not allow this traeedy to be repeated again. The 

· best thing to do is to remove the food rather than drive the flies away. 



MORNTirn STA...l={ 
April 19, 1958 

D~ATH TOLL CLIMBS TO FORTY 
m SUN KEN SH"IP EXPWSION 

The death -toll from Thursday's blast aboard the sunken SS Canada 

Victory reached 40 yesterday as Okinawan police polled the villages in 

Yomitan-sort for missing men. 

No bodies were recovered and there was no discovered debris from 

the blast which occurred in an estimated 150 feet of water. There is 

little likelihood of ever determining for certain what caused the blast 

aboard the ship which was a casualty of the Battle of Okinawa. 

According to police, the st~ndard operating procedure of the 
0 

scrappers is to use soft drink bottles filled with TNT for blasting 

sunken objects free. It is presumed this technique touched off tile 

-~unition in the hold of the sunken 8 ,000-ton freighter. 
~ . 

Following the explosion, Brig. Gen Vonna F. Burger; civil admini

strator, issued a statement in which he extended sympathy to. the families 

of the vtctims. He also pointed out the illicit operation was being 

conducted in violation of specific USCAR regulations which prohibit all .. 
operations within a mile of' the explosive laden _hulk. 

Anununition experts also renewed their warnings against what they 

called the "disregard of common sense" in attempting to salvage 

explosive scrap without proper safety precautions. 

The experts pointed out that buried and sunken explosives left 

over from the Battle of Okinawa have deteriorated so that now they are 

more dang~rous · to handle than they were originally. 

' ' 

·, ') t~ s 
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The statement from the amrnunition,experts pointed out that penalties 

would be invoked a gainst persons who engage j_n illegal scrap collecting. 

In offering sympathy to the- faITLUies of the missing men, General 

Burger said: 

· 111 offer my profound sympathy to the innocent victims of the explosion, 

the families of t he missing men who were _in the area without authorization. 

The Civil Administration deeply regrets the needless suffering brought to 

the victims and their families and it_ is sincerely requested that all 

residents in the area and elsewhere provide their fullest cooperation in 

abidi.ng by established rules and regulations to avoid any further suicidal 

loss of life resulting from illegal salvage operations." 



Translated by USC.AR I s Of i'ic:e of Public In1' ormation 

RYUKYU SHJJ4PO (EDI'i'UlUAL) 19 April 1958 (M) 

DISASTEil INVOLVING SCR1\P COLLBCTI UN 

(No. 1405) 

2 8 

It is a terrible 1"act t11at casualties involving war materials are 

still seen even today, 12 years after the end or the war. A sunken 

vessel full of she.11s· and explosive compounds blew up, with consequent 

result of depriving 40 persons of thoir J.ives instant,J_y. Since tl1ere 

were r.1any who were collecting shells and scrap 1·rom tne sunken vessel 

without permission, the off-lim~ts nas been placed on tne area. of the 

sunken vessel located off Yomit.an since the explosion of a sunken vessel 

which took place last year. The victims caused the disaster by violating 

the off-limits, but this is beyond cornprehension to outsiders. 

However, although there must have been reckless persons among the 

victims, it is considered that many of them wore engaged in auch a 

business while lmowa.ng the danger of it, for they had no other means of 

earning income/ There is nothing tc say about persons -who were engaged 

in such a dangerous business because of t heir avaricious intention, but 

other persons are sorry victims. Hence, we can not simply conclude that 

their ignorance was responsible for the disaster. 

Moreover, in this connection, t here is something which calls for the 

reconsideratiori _of the Government. According to the police authorities, 

it is said that the scrap collectors were beyond control, for tt1ey swarmed 

to t,he annken vess_el just as ants swarm . on t.r,e sugar. Apart from t heir 

recklessness, the sunken vessel was as it were a poisenous bean-jam bun 

placed within the reach of a child. It is much too unsympathetic to 

laugh at the child because he took t he poisonous bun and ate it. 

· . . I 'J h ) 
- ~.!~~,All,.?;.,..,.,;-•• 
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• 
Under such circumstances, it was obvious that the sunken vessel 

would explode sorne day with U1e c onsequent result of producing victims. 

The Government should have disposed of the sunken vessel proper ly. It • 

is too late to mend tile disaster, but since there may remain similar 

cases, it is hoped t hat the Government will give c onsideration to the 

matter. 

.) 



Translated by USCAR's Office of Public Information 

OKINA,vA Tll11ES (m,;ws ARTICLE) Sunday, 20 April 19bf3 (I) 

REMOV .f..L OF SUN lmN VESSEL MAKJ..NG LITTLE PRCGRESS 

The occurrence on the a1'ternoon of the l 7th of the most terrible 

sunken vessel explosion accident off Yomitan Son, second only to the 

largest sunken ship explosion off Zamami last year is causing the 

problem of removing vessels sunk in near waters to bulk in the eyes of 

the public as a grave social problem. 

Despite the 5-year long petitions, removal of the said vessel had 

not been effected due to the blind point of CA Ordinance No. 98 -- on 

the ground that tn'e vessel does not constitute a navigational hazard. 

·rhe explosion_ accident took place .when, with the prospects becoming 

brighter for the removal of the vessel, concrete discussions were being 

conducted in•order to have either the military or the Ryukyuan Government 

take direct charge of it. The Public Service Department Marine Transpor-

. tcltion Secti cn is of the lntention to rid the home waters of sunken vessels. 

Ships sunk in the home waters seem· to total 451 000 tons. Among them, 

33 vessels totaling 31,000 tons, inc1.uding 27 u.s. Nnvy ships, are under 

· · the authority of the Ryukyuan Government. Ownership of the . other sunken 

vessels amounting to some 10,000 tons has become the subject of discus~ion, 

and a cliploinatic negotiation in this respect is oeing conducted. The 

whereabouts of 27 u.s. Navy vessels .is unknown, but five of them seem to 

be located less than 60 meters deep, and i~ is c onsidered possible to 

salvage t hem. Four of t he remaining six are located within 60 meters deep, 

al.though two of t hem are missing. It is aJ.so regarded as possible to 

salvage t hem. According to the ·investigation of t e marine transportation 

· . ' 1 -; t1 I 



section, it seems possiqle to salvage 9 (8,700 t ons) of 33 sunken s hips 

(31,000 tons) which are under t he jur isdiction of t he Ryukyuan Govermnent, 

but it .seems impossible for t he present sa1-vaging technique to haul up 

the remaining 24 because ttiey are rnissine but are consi<lerad to be sunk 

deeper than oO meters. Introduction of superior techniq~ ~,.,.:ill--make , it 

possible to salvage t hem, but tne trouble is t h.c t t heir whereabouts is 

not yet ascertained. The Government has been doing its best for the salvage 

problem, but settleMent of the problem seems to be delayed due to the diffi

culties of the investigation and t he question of their ownership • . 1240,000 

are appropriated as investigation expenses in t h~ supplementary budget, 

and 1240.,000 in the new budget. If the budget bill passes, t he Government 

will start investigations and make a contract with specti~ic enterprisers 

for immediate removal. of the sunken vessels. I f salvage operations go 

as well as planned, nine vessels will be nauled up around July next year, 

the mar i ne transportation section said. 

Section Chief TEHUYA said, "Measures .for re1ooval of the sunken ships 

will be worked out following immediate investigation. Dispoeition of 

the vessels will be entrusted to the government-specified enterpriser•• 

Experts will be assigned to the operations. 12401000 each are appropriated 

as investigation funds in the supplementary budget and the new fiscal 
-------. 

year budget. If the supplementary budget bill is approved, investigations 

will be started prior to the typhoon season. All efforts will be rnade to 

complete ~perations by July next year. Operations will be started· wr1en-

ever investigat1.ons are completed. 

. .· ' -, ( ti u 
~ ~ . _. ~. -

l 



Of l"ICE • F t' llBLIC I ~S0Tt!·:A1' ICJU 
U. S . Civil Adrninist,r ation 01· t ne Ryukyu Islands 

Dra.ft Press Tr ans.Lation 
·v/edne sday 8 July 19!:>9 

The Okinaw a Times ( Eve ni n g icli tion) - News Article ( 1" &. T) No. 2tiG4 

( Tolwo) 'i'ne Fukada 0al v :1ge Cor~any in J ap a11 is goil1g t o br i nv a 

1.awsui t against t t1e r{;yukyua.n Govermrent witt1 re gard t,o t rw probJ.F~m of 

five sunken s ni ps whici1 disar;pear e d ou,:,s i cte Hana .l1ort, it was 1;revi ou s..Ly 

r eported by tne Jap ane se .leHdinf newspaper t he Asani Shir:iuun. Tne news

paper's morninr, edition of tne 7th carried t ne statement, of 1'1~·. KISO 

J hot aro who a..1.le gedly engaged in salvar,e work in t he e!nployrncnt of 

Asalli 3a.L va~e Company. ·lanager YUS rrnoro of Tokyo Orfice of F'ukad.i 

Salvage Comp any stated on the 7th tne c ompany 1;1 ill take legal proceedings 

n~xt month Hith an Okinaw;;rn court a ~a inst t ne .ilyukyuan Government throueh 

lawyer KIS!U MarO and is also of the intention to proceed against Asahi 

Salvar e Company. Developrnen-ts of t ne problem a.re being w.itched with 

i ntere st. 

A contract for t i 1e s a1.vage of rive s unken ve s seJ.s was exchanged on 

n August 19bo tJet\•1een t ne Hyulo/Uan Goverrnnent ( Deputy Cnie1 ·~xecutive 

m'A acting 1·or t he Chief Executive) and tne Fukada .3alva ge Company · 

(President lt'U f~j)A i{a,,usaburo). 'l'ne c on t ract provided !'or giving three 

of the J.'ive vessels- to t he company and two to the · Ryukyuan Governrre n t. 

Tne company later on conducted investigat-ions and 1·ound t ne vesse..Ls ·g_one. 

The c c_,mp any _ sent a let,ter on 5 October 1958 to t ne Chief ~ ecutive r eque s t

ing c ompensation and punisnroent of' the on~ wh o s-iole t hem. 

The lett.er says in gi -st: in January 1955 _t he company claimed owner- · 

s ri i p o.~· t ne 1'ive sunken ve s seJ.s · in accordance with CA Ordinance No. 142 

~ ·. ' 
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( ~,Jrecked Jhips and t'roperties), but USCAR remain~d silent for tnree 

years since tt ien. However, an agreement was reached as a result of 

on-the-spot negotiations between tne .F'uk-d, Sal,,~8e .md the Ryulcyuan 

Government. Though the company strong.1.y requested tne 1<yukyuan Govern-

rnent to t a ke charge of the sunken vessels, t h e government ne glected its 

dut.y to prevent th1'ft • .farticularly incomprehensi ule is tne f.-.ct that 

t'rom M~rch to Augus t 1957 the Ryukyuan Government .alowed t ne Asahi Sal

vage, Kyowa Company, and Koryu oalvage to remove wreck~g :.: s f r om tne 

bottom of the se.i. This action was enforced although the Japanese Govern

ment reouested USCAH to suspend the action until the claim problem was 

settled • . It can be considered that Okinawan enterpri sers openly stole 

them in defiance of the reque.st. Interpreting wrongly, it is considered 

that in defiance to the claim problem the Hyukyuan Government intentior!ally 

took a. policy to take aw.,_y t he vessels so as to increase tne interests of 

specific enterprisers. l<'rom tnis point of view, t ne company requests the 

Ryukyuan Government to give tnree substitution ve·ssels or to pay adequate 

compensation in case substitution · ships -re unav. ilable. 

The Ryukyu.an Government expre ssed regr,.: t in tnis reg2rd, and in order 

to se·ttle the problem, the government made the follwing plan, sought 

USCAR approval and conveyed it to the company. According to the plan, on 

20 October 1Sb8 the company would be given t he rignt to investis ate 27 u. s. 

Navy's sunken vessels, and upon discoverJ of · those vessels, the company 

would be given some vessels equiv«ilent to t h ose stolen, and a specif•ic 
. ..,,..._.• 

mnount of scrap iron disposed of by the u.s. military on Okinawa. woul d be 

sold "'t a low price preferentially to t11e company. However, because of 

failure t o obt;;iin USCAR approval, the plan ended in f .ilure. The above 

circumstances leading up to this situiition were explained by the c ornpany. 



\ 
11 In the li tigation tne Go ve rnm~nt of ·tne ;-{yn kyus may _!)e ne ld re:sr,on

sible for negle ctine super v i si on of the snnk~n ve ssels . Even t hough s ome 
governme nt ofI'j_cia.rn in the Ryul0J u Government r e1,ortedly cor: -r,end t,na t it 
is qw~s tion.i. ble whettw r or n or, tn c g ove rnmei. t of t lie i?.yu.ky us i s r e s1,on sibJ.e ror 
the supervj,sj_on or t n.~_ mm.ken ve s sels., we. be)+ieve t n.t the gove r nmmt of tr1e 
H.yukyus id naturally responsi bl e from the standpoin t of prote cting foreign . 
property. 1de will 1,1ake c oncre te arr an gt~ rnents by con s ulting our counsel , but. 
we don't bel i e ve ti-1 2.t t nis probl".!ill will deve.ioy. into an inte rnat ional c o1 t,ro 
versy. As J.'or brine;ing a _L,wsui t ag a.i.n st Asahi '.:> al. vae e Company , we ~re sure 
of our gr ound r'or there are witnesses. ,le will not sue ot her s alvat.c ent e r 
pris~rs because tnere ar e not su1·1·icient r ea s ons . ·,le n eanre tri '.; d to c ompro
mise f rom the viewpoint of c om.,ributing to Ryukyuan ec onoJrJy t)U t wo Ccmnot 
stand such an irresponsible ;;ict. Tne r e is an outrageous rwnor that some 
enterprisers disp osed of t he m to r a ise p ol itical 1\ m c1 s i n collusi on wi t h t ne 
military, but we do :10t 11ru-1t to listen t o s uch a groundle 0s r umor . 11 

Statement by h· . IJHI K, Director of Special Ar ea Liaison Bureau: 

11 The Japane se Gove rnment rrn s not cho1.nged i t,:_; vie~1 t ha t the sunken 

ves sels belong to Jaran, but this problem nei.s been l e i' t to a Jap a_n~se 

enterpris~r. It may be possible t na t t ne J d.r-anese ·Gove rnment wi J l give 

advices to sett,le t ni s p r oblem. 11 

The · July 7th Asah i Shimoun r eport c oncern i ng t r1e lldi sa11,e::lrar1ce of . 

the sunken 1ve ssels 11 i s c rnbarrass:ing . t ne .C:xecu t.ive Br a ne n s ide . GH.I ' s h1b.lic 

Se rvices Dep.1rtrnent, held t ne urgent rne~ting Dy SUJl]mon i n g Dire ct.or :.-3Hlil ZA'i'U , 

Deputy Direc t ors 1,;IYAGI and 'I'Si?.UYA ( r'ormcr Ctiie l' or J.'i ~rith1e ::iection) ?.nd 

Chief US! [I faJ of :-'tar :i.t i 111e .3ecti ,m . .;_t 11:40 -3 . • m. The 1·ive s ·.mken vessels i n 

question a re ones on wh j_c h di plomatic neeotiation nad been made between 

the Jar;ane s c and i\.JTi" r ica.n Governmen 1:,s , involvi ng . tne t.r aDs1·er of their owner-

s ni p . Trie t r, o Governments I unc ompr omising i ns i s .:,ence on t . eir own rignts 

to t he se ves s e l s deadloc ked t e r•rob.Le1n at one time, out bot 1 sides c ame to 

s how a compromising attitude since e-.rl.y last ye.;r and -as a result, it w.rn 

.agreed that t he U .s. side would tra_nsfer the vesse.ts in ~juestion free of 

charge to GRI so t n.i.t t he problem s h ould be solved by t«lks between GiU and 

the Jap.mese side. Thus , in 1 g1 st , l ast ye~r , a contract Wci!. S c oncluded 



between t he i uk~_da 0d.1V~f: ing KK and ::HI.. Thus, it w:-is de ci.ded t na t tne 

t wo ve::, ::; e.1s s limi1 d b ~ · S<'l v.-c e d by can and t,nree vet;sels by t,i1e t'uk ... da 

~:;~1.vaging Co . sh owed t hat these s u.nken ve t; se.Ls were a lreddy t-a ken mr.iy 

by s OHiC one • 

Tl1us, tne CCJ r:1pany side demanded ~P.I t,O c ornpe nt1::i ,:.e 1or tl1e lo irn , hl.J.t 

it w.:; s ineffective ancl so t ne c urrip ;my side decided t o t)rin£; tne ca s e bcl' ure 

court as t ne l.:: s t re s ort ,and t huff 11er c ...1.'tcr de veloprncnt cv.rne to t1e watc t1ed 

with inr,ere~,t. 

The ;\s ;,; r1i .3himl)un cfa.ted 7tn also c arried about te stimony o.f' KI ,'.:;O tha t 

· t he ti vessels had been salv ;;i ge d open~y , . bui:, acc ordin1.: to tti e l'ublic .Ser v ices 

Dep1rt1r.:ent , the se;;.-cl~aring J roject at Naha port \.rn.s carried out under 

J 

direc t c ontract be tween the ,\sahi Salv.i.f in[; Comp.my and t he 1nil itary Tr ans -

port ;...ition Gro1.1r:; and :'};1.I had n ot in §! to d o with 1:, ne work . 

Ti1e p robJ_ern is the whe re..ibou ts 0 1· tne r ,:_\sponsit)ili t y ror cusi:, ocly of 

these 5 vessels. In this connection, ¥lib.Lie .:5ervicen Depar :~rnen t is said 

to be studying tile leg~J_ g~und with ·tne Le [ al Af1'airs Department, on t he 

gr o1..:.nd tnat no rep1y c:-n be in.de ,:,oward tne ;,'ukada Jdlv.t ing CoITlJ_. any I s 
I> 

apy;e al .i'or p~;y-P1ent of conrpensat~on with out clari . .Cying t r:e wnereaom ts of 

responsi bility . The authorities are of the s trong opinicn th.;it it is 

questionable whetrL r t he Government r .. .as an obl i _:a tion t, o keep WcJ.tch over 

the vesse.l whose 01-me rsnip is not clari.fie<l. 

Staterrent of Director SH INZATO of Gr' I Public Services iJept .: 

11 Ti1e contract between ' 'RI · .nd t no Fuk:.id, ~a.Lvaging Company was con 

cluded on t ne premise t,hat ti1ese sunken vessel s were still left. Concern

ing t t1e cj rcur11stances prior to th-.t, which took place ber·ore my assumption 

of office , "I ca.ri _not say ~anything definite until I ·minutel study t:. e 

docrunents and t hose c o cerned . 11 

J 
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Deput y Cni ef 1'.:x:ecut,j_ve 01'11. is quot ed .J S saying : "I hav,~ r -:,ad t he 

newsp ape r artic l e about t his matt er; however, I c_an not say anythi ng 1· or 

sure un l ess I r ece ive a rep or t f r om r, t1 e De1 ,artmen t c oncerned." 

The matt e r or s alvage wor k. of s unken vessels r1;.. s De en ,,.rousing a 

l ive ly talk arnon :~ the ernp l cye e s of t r1e Asat1i. J al v a _,e Company, Ltd. (pre -

sic.le n t,: -~UG,\LA, Sei:d.chi ), 3-S , t isni rnow- Cno , !-i a h a. C:i:t y . 'i.' h e gene r ·~l 

~rr,ploye·~s 0 1· t nis comp any .il.re sayi n g t. ilat t t1e y did not e n ~a8e i n t he wo r k 

othe r t h a.n r.,h at c ontracted. 1-'r e sident SUnAi-1A seems i:,o · n.,_ ve st.arted t ; . .Lks 

with vario~s aut norities c onc er ned s uch GR I 1 s Bconomics Department since 

t he morning of t he 8th, but now he is avoiding issuance of a det:;iiled 

s tat ement. 

' . J 
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Oi7iIG!~ lF YUDLIC Il~li\)r{hATIOr 
u. ~:; . Civil Adrnt nist,ra.tion or tne 1lyukyu Isl.-.ncls 

Dra.i't Press Tr anslation 
Sunday, b July l9b9 

Tne Okin ;{wa 'J' i rnes -~ Hews Article ( S ) No. 2631 

(Kansai)- i?ivc Japanese sunken s hi ps wnicn were sunk or r Naha .fort 

dur i n[( r,.rn r-tirne had disappeared \·Then a J.,_p:,mese salvar,e company st ;.-.rted 

a s alvage work of t11e se five ships under a contract with tne Goverru:ient 

of the Hy-ukt.1u. I sLmds, and t h,~ Japanese sa.Lvage c ompany i s reportedl y 

going to bring a s uit a p:ainst t ne GRI i'or compensation f or t.he loss, cl raw-

ing public attention . 'f :rn five J.J.})Rnese ships at issue are 92:_oko Maru 

(5,342-ton), ~ ~ (3,201-ton), Tdikai Maru (2,476-ton), Horei -H.ru 

( 5 , 588-ton) and Fukuura 1-1-.r u (3 ,17'7-ton). All of these five ships wen~ 

enroute to 'l'aiw;;in lotd.ded with wear)ons, ammunitions , foodaa.nd -.rrny clothes 

and ur1d~rwent an air-rc1id oy t-ne U. 3 . air i-orce in October 1944 and wei-•e 

all sunk off Nah.l Port. 

In 1955, a Japanese sal v.)_ge c ornp nny ca.Lted 11Fukad;.. Stlv;;ge 11 (Hr. 

1-<"'lfKADA, Wasaburo), Nako1. j ima Building , 10, 1·mnekore - Cho, Ki ta- .!•:u, _ Osaka , 

bougnt up these r·i ve sunken ships f rom .m insur.rnce c omp-ny _,rnd was scr1eduled 

~ 
to salvage tn~m at once; nowevc r, due to .the delayed paper work, it, could 

not concJ.ude a contract of salv age work until t he r'1i dclle part of ~ugus t 

l ast year ( 19b8) . A salvci.ge c ontr.wt :-:1as c oncluded with t ne G:.I on con-

dition tnat of 1·i _ve sunlr~n ships three ships, Gyoko, Hora ;ind Takai , be 

salvaged oy -r,ne _'uk~.d-. Salvage and tne r emaining two ships lef t to t he 

<lispos;ition of t he GRI . 'I'hereupon, the s alvage company sent i1:,s divers to 

Okinawa in September sarr.,e ye ar and sent t ne m down to chec k as t he prelim

inary_ work . To tneir surprise, however, the f ive s hips whic.1 tney had 

de1·tnitely seen ~t t he bot.tom of the s e a i 'ive years ago had comp etely 



disappeared out of t ne bed of t ne ocean , l eaving or1.1y so1ae darnagecl 

cargo .mcl a 1·ew scraps . Accordir,g to tne · report of ttie s~llv.1ge corr.-

pa.YJ.y, tne GiU sent it s dive1·s duwn t,o ir.v ~sti g ate and confir med t r1e 

report t h;1.t, u :e s hi1., s na.d clisa1-Te,. red . The cost of t he v.mit1hed iron 

scr,Aps of J' i ve s rd.ps rerortedl y amounts to ,,J¥S?O,OOO,OOO (about :W,000 

t ons) rec koned at .jj;80 per ton ,..,hic h was tne cost tiien . 

The people c oncerned have c2lled t his case t rte 11 .Bvapo!·atecl sunken 

s hip case" , ~nd t ne;r nave negotiated wi-r,h t.ne GfU in st,rict secrecy t,o 

settl e tt1is c ase . It n~s been discus sed to present otn~r m.:riken ships 

1.'or t he "three V<lnished ships or to trar1s1"er the U. S . Army ' s iron scraps 

to ·tne company; nowever , each ta.Lk 1·c1ilecl to arrive at any coriclusion. 

The F'ukeda Salv.age Company is insisting tha.t it h as di sbursed alt.ogether 

J¥SO ,OOO,OOO, j_ncluding t he cost of the ships paid to the insurance com-

p any and investigating expend j_tures . 

According t o t he i;'ukada S~iva.e e Comp.my, i t is impossible t,hat the 

five sunken s ti ips were picked up by _fi shermen judging f ror1 t he 1·act t,n at 

th.e ships had disappeared wi t.nout, l eaving any tr.ace, nut the professional 

enteq)ri sers had stolen t r1err. under a detailed plan ~ Tney s ay tha t r,ne 

Fuk..i.d-- Salvage Company will question tne 'JRI in a 1-wsuit on the point 

that it failed t o take proper control of t,M sunken ships. 

( Similar article in t h':! -H.yuky-u Shirnpo) 

/ · 



O??ICE UF PUBLIC :n!~1'(f frUTWN 
U. S . Civil ; drninistration of t he J.;yuk;rc1 Islands 

1Jra1't Pr ess Tr ansJat ioh 
Wednesday, U July 1959 

The Okinawa Time:; - ? ews Ar t j_cJ.e (1' ) 

AN OEI! i1,•Jf\j\j ::,;\J.,V,\GU:G CO. CH)3GED · 
'.'!ITH .·"3T F<;ALrnG .Sut·i !(~N VES:_)i LS 

No . 2CL 7 

( Kansai Branch) Some t, i rr.e ago, t he Asahi Shim!Jun extensi veJy report

ed t l1e news tr1at a J ap anese sa.Lvaging co mp.my, wr1ic r1 c onc1uded a con

t ract wi t !1 GJ.I .for salvagirw 5 vessels sunken i n t he sea o.ff t,ne lfana 

port , acc used GJ. I when t nc c orr.£.any r ound t hese vessels gone ; a.nd so 

f uture developinents are _wa t ched wit h intere s t . Tne .?uka d a 0a.l.va.ging 

Company ( a t Kita i u, Os aka City) in que s tion , however , is 1 aKinf; no com-

rni nt on the prob.Lem, kce r i ng s ilence. But ti"1e Asahi Shimbun dated -7th 

again took up this pr oblem as a t op news· item in its society column .mcl 

quoted an ex-salvage co. employee as testiry:ing that these vmishe<l sunk~m 

vessels had been stoien by an Okinawan s alvaging co. openly. 

Accordine tot.he above~ ·Shimbun report, tne p e r s on who wi"tne s sed 

the rob bery of t hese s unken vessels is 41-yea.r-old KIS-0 Snotaro , resident 

of' Sh ira.harna C110, kva. Gun , Cni ba :iJref'ecture , who worked for about a year 

an4 a hal f since t he srring 01' 1956 under t he employ of the A Salvoi1.ging Co. 

( Okinawan l'irm) as supervisor in t r1e sea-cl.e a ring work in t he Na ha port. 

ra so said, accor dine t o t rie article , "that ne rerne rnhe r ed having en_~cLge d 

in tr1e salv2-r::ing of !::> Japanese vessels s u..>1 i<en in t he sea at t hat .-t ime 

under order of t ne A .:;aJ.vagin~ Co. and· t na t ne did not e ven dream t hat 

these were tne sunken vessel s now creating issue. Ti1is "testimony by .if 00 

served to clarify vhe cause of t he disa1 peara.nce of t e ves sels in 

question , but t he riddle invo.lved , the case is bec omi ng moro complicated , 

. , ·1 '! l➔ b 
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say the o.f1':Lcia.Ls c oncerned . F'or t here are such ,nysterious poi nt s a s 

wnere t he A ,i a..Lvaginf~ Co • .acquired t he approval to salvage_ terns~ Japa11ese 

svnken vessels .and whet. ne r G!?.I knew 1-mat t he A Jal vaeing Co. was cioing . 

On t hese poin ts , KI :3u is ouotcc.l as :.;ay.i nc , 11 Tne salvaginG of tnc se 

Ja anese sunken vessels was c onducted starting l'ro1n June 19!.:>6 to t ne end 

of :3ep 1:,omoer next ye ar and t t1e i ron ma t (;ria.Ls re1·1oate<l, tr1our;t i I do not 

rome rnhcr cle arly , amounted to about 3,000 to 4 1000 tons and t ncy were 

valued a t more t1'1an ¥:LUO mill ion. I n t ne Aut-wnn of 19b7 I returned to 

Jap,m and I \·1as surpri sed · 1,0 learn t hat these sunken vessels n"-d belonged 

to ·t i"le Fuka.da 3a1.vaging Co. .3ince t,he sa.1.vav.ing work t1ad been carried 

... -
out openly, I . thour,ht it w:..s legitimate work: 11 

In connection wi t h such t e s,:,imony of KISO , OSHiiW Fumio of Indus

trial Ifureau of · the Ei nis,:,ry of International Tra de .md Industry ( then 

~arnpo Liaison Or'i'ice o.fficia.L i n c harge of j_nd;.1stry & trade) s -r.,ated as 

follows: 11 Wny is it t h at t t1e GrU doe s not inouire into t his ·case in wh i ch 

JapanP.se Hunken vessels were stolen as a crimina.l cause? The robbery 

_ involving so gr -at tonn,ges of sunken ve ssels i s unprecedented in Okinawa e 11 

( Similor article in Hyu.kyu Sni1 po ) 

' . ------- I ) ( ; I 



01• FICS JF i;UBLIC li'< / 0 :L·J..Tiu;J -· 
U. S . Civil AcJrnin isT .. r a ti on of t he Hyukyu Isl.mds 

· Drai't Pross Trans1-ation 
Fr iday, 10 Jtily 1969 

'1111e Okin aw~ Times - Editorial Y. ( No . 2684 ) 

The eviilporation case c.une t o tnc l"orc when i ts 1-ias found t h;.; t t he 5 

JaJ 1-.mc s c sunken vessels ju s t ou1:,side ilaha ~ort nad myst-eriously disapi:;e ared. 

The sunken J apar1ese vesseJ.s in que s tion were on their way to Tai w.,;n lo-.cled 

with arm-ment, ammunition and food stu.l°l's in OctolJer 1944 when t hey rret with 

air raid of U:; i'orces and were sunk al.most in a bunch. 

'l'en years a.tter the end of t ne war tne F'u kad-. Stlvage comp.my of Osaka 

bought these vessels 1·rorn t he i nsurance company, bu-r, when tne s alvage com

pany tried to rei'loat . the vessels, an intern2-t iona.L c ontroversy between 

Japan and t ne Uni1,ed St.ates ~ov~rrunent arose over tne owne r snip of these 

vessels. That is, tne· United 3 r,,ates c ont ended t hat since they a.re s1,oils 

of war t rie y are na:turally Ame r ican property, but Japan also contended tha t 

t hey are Japanese proper-r,y so that ti1e prool.em stil l remains unsettled. 
'i 

Then s omeone thougnt of settling tne matter poli tica1.ly, s ince t t1ere 

wa s litt,le hope of settlement by legal _argument. So t.ne g overnment, of t ne 

Ryu kyus got t ne right to dispose of tne sunken vessels i"rorn USCAH witn 

the agreement t hat tne F'uka.da Salvage would take 3 ve s se l s -nd tne govern- .,. 

ment 01· the ~yukyus wou.ld dispose of the rem.iir i .ng 2. It is repori:,ed that 

they exc hange d a contr act be or ing t.ne si£211a t,ure of a man acting f or tne 

Chie1· ·Kxecuti ve. Yet t.hey c ont.end · the1t in r r_.ali ty t he sunken vessels in 

question had disappe.rred prior to exch;mging t he c ontract. But i 1: that is 

the case, it me ans th a t t hey conc.1.uded _t he con t ract about imaginary objects . 

It is a very strange case. In the fir st p l.,ice_, no one knows better t han 

. . 
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the authorities concerned trw.t in those years ille faJ- scrap coilector s 

_ were VP, r y active in and around t.rie I--la11a port. .w .-m thot.tftl tne existence 

of tile m.m·mn ves:,els rni[ht nave been ascertdined dur ins "tnc pi"evious 

year , it is e 2sy to imagine t hat anything could r1appen in one y ·3.IT aft er 

tnat wl en we consicJer the~ st;..1te o r' tninUJ th~t prevailed in tr.ose ri a~·s . 

And y e.:! t, it is al togetrn!r too brt1'f ling tt1at a . -ror erty ly j_n g at ti1e 

sea bottom of suet· '.Jnlk, wori:.h inore r~ •·i an ;,;>4:0U,000 shoulc.J disaJ.J c ar and 

no one know who t ook j_t. 'J'ne Asani .3t1i111bun tt1at took up this problem ahead 

of othl'lrs , r eport.ed abont it in a sympatnet:i_c way, recollect.ing tt1e w.rr 

damage that, Okinawa n acl suffe r ed . Even t he ownerslliJ , of these ve s sels is 

noi:. yet e st,ablashed , and it was not. known who was in t i1eir cu.suxly at 

first . And we b~1.ieve t.nat tt'16se ve ssels nad disaJ,J eared in tnose days. 

wnoeve r 01-med t ese ships , t ney di3apreared desr,i te the fact tnat c..Lairn 

had ne en lod1£ed , and wnat we do not unuerst:md is tne l <.iCt t,hat n o one 

took up ttie case• 

It i s doubti ul whethe r t.he criminal wno stole t,ne ::, un ken vessels can 

oe caur n:, at this late nour , but what s 1:,r i kcs us as s1:,r:.mf~e is t nat al. t ~1ough 

t he Okinawa people concerned lmew 01 tnis rr:yst,erious tne1 t, t ney t a i led t o 

1:,ake tnis c ;;,se up . 



U. S . CiYil 1 dmi n j_str8tion of t tie ltJllkyu I slands 
Dr aft .i:'re s s Tr,rnslation 

Saturday 11 ·July 195~ 

T!ie Ryuky u Sr1iJJ11,o ( J ven:i.ng i <li ti on) - Hews Artie le ( :-') No. 2717 

In connection with ttrn newspaper report tnat the Ii'ukaci.-. Sal v ~t:;e in 

Japan wil _L t ake a 1eg:al.. proceeding a g ainst tne tlyukyuan Goverm~ nt Hith 

rerard to t he five sunken vessels which were r ecently 1·ouncJ gone, GRI 

Puolic Services Dep~rtment says it will a1.. sk t r; e Cd PoJ __ ice Department to 

c onduct investigation. by the w.;..y, the Nah. Police St ation ex~rc is.e<l 

control over t ne ft of scrap iron from 196b to 1958, arrest :.: d a bout 80 

persons from Naha Port and sent them to the prosec ution. ' .. nose who were 

found guilty we r e i r1p risoned but t r1ey have d.lready served out t.)eir term. 

Im el in addition to t his, Judging f rom t he 1'act tt a:. tnc ve s sels in que st.ion 

are gone , investigation is now c onsidered almost impos s i ble ratne r t han 

difficult . · 

tfa.ha Port and its vic i nity sw..i.rmed wi.t..n scr ;;,p c~lec tors ~..rounc.! l9 bo, 

and 3.t tl'le request of GHI Public Sf!rvices Department r.,he !- ;..h~ police 

ma:Lntail ed control ove r the .r' t of scr..i.p iron .m d arr~sted vioLJ.tors. How-

ever, since oi;mers of the sunken vessels we r e un known , they were prosecut d 

not 1·or t neft but for illegal possession of explosives, wrecking of sunken 

vess~l::: , or il}_e~a.J- entry to Na.ha } ort ( within l mil"' ) , -nd ..i.bou t 80 per

sons wer_,e p unj_she-c.l . The p olice , however, were unable to ·conti nue control 

in •larch 19b7 when t ne As ahi ~ d i<oryu .:3alv . ..i,ge Compan~es we r e l'orm.uly 

commissioned by t ne Public Services Department to break up sunken vessels. 

Ji .. nd the sm1ken vessels we r e gone . 

ment should nave c hecked what .vessels t he enterpriser s nroke up , but the 



Department did not do it. 

I n jnvestie ating tne t 11ei't of sunken vesse ls tnat t ook place three 

years -.go, t he police are unabj_e to punish or inves t i gate t he 80 persons 

wh o h3.ve al ready serv~<l out t heir "ter m, bec ~use s uc h ~ct would be against 

the law which provides !'or double jeop~.rdy , nor can t.he police inves tigate 

t ne s alv-.ge c or:ip-.nie s because tney obtained f orr:ial . pprovdl in doing t Leir 

work. 'l'herel'or e , t he onJ.y way to check circumstances of t hat time would 

be t o h.ive t ne Pu bl i c Services Uepart,ment explain the spot. However, since 

t he sunken vessels in qu~ s tion are ,lready gone and t h e spot is in tne se ~, 

fove stigatiun will be almost impossible r ; 'tller than difficult, the pol ice 

.say. 

At any rd.te , f r om th i s incident it can be said t hat t ne Government 

l acked close liaison with its admi nistrative acehcies, and it ma y be c on

r.luded t h;-.t t he lawsuit by Hr. FUKADA disclosed the qh.uneful conduct of 

the Gover nm~nt. 

St ate ment, by Nana Police Cnief KOCHI : 11 GiU Public J ervices Dep artnient 

i s said t o ask t l1e police i'or i nvesti rration, but at t h-.t time, t ne police 

ar r e sted suspects and sent tnem to t he prosecution. The case dates back 

t o t nr e e ye c1rs ago, and since the sunken vessels -1.re gone, investigation 

will be diff icult. I do not. !mow what kind of investigat ion th~ Public 

S~rvices Dep artment will .rnk t ne police t;n do, but we would l i ke to work 

on it after r eceipt ·of t rie r equest." 



OFFICE UF l-'LiBLIC INFOR1'1ATION 
U. S . Ci-1il Adrni! :is i:.r ation of t h.e Ryukyu Isla.nds 

Draft r ress 'I' r2.nslation 
Sumiay, . 12 July 19~9 

The Old.n;iwa Tine s - N~ws Art icl e ( T ) 

TRUTH OF SUN K,~i'l V:~J3SL CA:.:;~; Tu i3e: 
FOUGH'f AT COURT 

l~o. 2728 

(Tokyo) The : sahi Shirnbun dated 11th July devoted considerabJ.e 

space to · report of its correspondent in Nana, concerning tn~ ca.se of 

the vanished sunken ves sels in the sea 0 1'1' Nana port. i/ritten under 

the heading, "Mystery invo.Lving J unken Vessels in Okinawa Deepens;11 the 

report took up t t:e r c .Jction of Okinawa to t he c;;i se, the Asahi 3-1 vag ing 

Company President SUGA.:·J\. 1 s denial of II KISO testimony" will be clari1'ie<l 

at tne court .. In this connection, Cnief YOSHrnOTO of tne Tokyo Office 

of the Fukada Salvaging Co1np-ny is quoted -.s saying on tho lltn: "The 

Asahi Salvag ing Company President SUGAl.,,1A1 s denial of the 1KISO testimony' 

was what we naturaJ.ly expected. If ne had admit-ted it, it would have 

irmnedi-.tel.y developed into a criminal case . Our side 11 .rn alrea.dy prepared 

2nd and 3rd w.i.tnesses and testimonie s. . Since we intend to oring t ne c .;;.s e 

before t ne Okinaw.m court next ,1onth , tne trutn will be r ougnt at the 

court. It ts not our purrose to i ncriminate t he o-r,her side but to bri ng 

about an amicable solution of t ne probl ~m. However, we rnust make the truth 

clear . · The vario .s rumors and guesses involving the Okinaw-n politice a.re 

c1 different problem." 

The Asahi 01-dmbun arid t _ne Jap anese Government a ut.n~rities, in 

~ rtndling t his c ase , how~ver, a r e s nowing a ~cautious attitude, out of p.st 

tac i al feeJ.ing toward Okinawa - syr.:rpathy and oblie.ation toward Old.nawa 

and Ja an-:cyu~.1us relation . And some ap renenc.t t hat this problem might 

J 
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cause animosity among tne Okinawa people toward Japan. However, the 

voices are strong tnat if tne re are ieysteries involving t!1e · sunken 

vessels, they shou.1.d be unravel.led, as a dii"1'erent p r ool crri r' ro I tn~t 

of the raci.:il l'eelinc or J 9.p ,m- i~yukyus reJ..ations hip .. 
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iIBPLY TO 

I-lliAD') UA.rtTE;{S 
31:5'1.'H AIR DIVISION ( PACAF 

United States Air F'orce 
APO 239, San Francisco, California 

·AT'l'N OF: 313JA 28 October 1959 

SUBJ~CT: Pre ss Cove r age of Ie Shima Land Controversy 

rro: 315VC 

1. THE PROBL!~M 

a. On 6 September 1959 two residents of i•1aza Villa ge, Ie Shima, were 
killed and a passerby injured when a bomb exploded in t he village • . Al
le gedJ_y, the bomb had been taken from t ne nearby Air Force bombing and 
gunner-.r range on Ie ::5hima by the two residents who were enga_ged in dis
mantling it for sa.1.vage. 

b. The situation has received considerable local press coverage and 
has renewed the reports that inhabitants ·01~ Ie Shima are reduced to the 
necessity of salv:aging scrap on t he range in order to exist because they 
have been deprived of their farm lands and l ivelihood by t !1e Air For ce. 

2. BACKGROUND 

a. Much of the isiand of Ie Shima is U.S. Governrnent le ased 1.and, 
controlled by t he Air !i'orce ( 63% accor<linr; to newspaper reports). Tne u.·s. 
inte rest i n tnis .Land has existed since before the o~ning of the range in 
1955 and was acquired, as the _u.s. has heretofore acquired mos t of i t s 
interest in ilyukyuan land, by a condemnation-like procedure whe reby t he 
U. S. declared its interest in the land and deposited rental payrrients i n 
trust to the GRI i'or the benefit of t he i ndividual landowners. However, 
it is u.s. policy _ to permit farming by ilyul0JUans on the .Land it c on"t-ro.1.s 
to the gr eatest extent possibl e. This is expressed in Joint 3ervices 
Regulation, 11Real Bstc::.te Policy in t he ' Ryukyu Is..Lands, 11 313:illR &7-l. 
Paragrapn ·9b provides, 11 It is _t he policy of the u.s. Government to license 
with out monetary c onsiderati on , .Land not fully utilized by t he governrrent, 
to Ryukyuans for agr icultural purposes and for t he gathering of firewood. 
Such licenses are rev:ocable at will by the government, upon concurrence of 
the Hig_h Commis sioner. 11 

h 

b. Thus, t ne si t,uation prior to t he opening of the range in 1955 was 
_t hat, a l though t ne Air .F'orce c ontrolled a la:rge amount ·of .Land in le Shima,. 
farming by t he owners conti nued largely uninterrupted. 

c. When it was decided to or__,en t ne range in 1955, negot,iations were 
c onducte d to r esettle t i1e 1and0rmers w.1ose propert,y lay within t he range 
t o other rnHitary property. Our source of this and t . e following i ru·or
rnation c oncerning r esettleirent is Mr. C.1y<le R. Cox, now of t he Legat 3ranch; 
United ,"'t a t e s Arrrry 1•' ngin~er District, Okinawa ( US.AEDO). He wa_~! at that 



time, with t he Office of I nstaJ.la tions, 316th Air Division . He state s that 
he kept a comprehensive off ice file on t he natter, but we have been un ab.Le 
to l cca t o t he sarr;e. 

<l.. Mr. Cox s ays t hat t he µ irs ons whose 1.and lay withi n tne range we re 
orie ina1. ,_y not parti~ular .l.y r e sist ant to t r•e situation, but po..Litical inter
fe renee by per sons wno d id not even have __ and interests witnin the range 
created a dif ficult situation. Organized resistance was est c.iblished and 
ne gotiations broke dmm. As a res 1-11-t, during a five day program, military 
authorities with engineer ing equipment and a poli,re f orce went to Ie Shima 
and f orcibly eJected t he .Lnndowners within th~range and resettled t fiem on 
other military controll ;d l and, namely, Maza Village. Tne r ange was t hen 
huJldozed. However, iri return f or this, t he dispossessed l.andowners were 
compensated 100% for t he · val ue of· their homes and structure s within the 
range, c ,Jmparable struct1ffes were buiJ t for them in Maza Viilage of new 
material by u.s. Government authorj_ties, other military c ontrol.Led land 
similar in quantity and quality to tha"t which was taken was cleared and 
placed i .n cultivat ion for the use of the dispossessed 1andm-mers and t hey 
have ever since receive d rent on their l and within U-ie r ange. 

e. :rhere is an unders t andable reluctance on · the part of 1-andowners to 
give up ·t neir established hornesites, whether they be Ryukyuan or Iowan 
farrners_; and resettle. _ However, both groups are subj -·ct to condemnation 
of their lands by virtue of govermrental r equirernem:. s. In t he case of the 
Maza. Villagers, it ap})ears that the U.S. was extremely considerate -and did 
everyth:i..ne possible to make t he resettlement as agreeable as possible. 

f. Nevertheless, t he cries continued that the dispossessed .farrrers 
coul d not survive in their new surroundings and apparently, as a pacifi-_ 
cation measure, the Air i orce has not objected to the people of Ie · Shima 
salvaging the scrap from the range_ as an additional source of income so 
~ong as such activities did not inter♦fere with _t he operation of the ranee. 

g. Unfortunately, such salvage activities have interfered with the 
operation of· t he range and resuJ..te d ir1 two deaths and several injuries. 
USCiffi, mn, and t he Air Force have had · a number of conferences with repre
sentatives of Ie Shima to secure their cooperation in keeping people off 
the ·range during operational hours. A f ence was built around the range 
which was immediately torn down and proba·oly sold for scrap ~ Persons_ have 
been apprehended on t he r ange, tri:-=: d, convicted, and sentenced to imprison
ment and fines. It has . been threatened to contract out the right to col lect 
scrap to corri.mercial firms unless the people stayed _ off during oparational 
hours. 

h. Nevertheless, we W1derstand t hat it is a most difficult task to 
clear t he range before mission-s and that salvagers hide ·on t he range and 
rush from their hiding places to c l aim_ expended arrimuni tion and bo:rnbs as 
t hey fall from t he sky. As a consequence, missions have been cancelled 
and t he operation of the range is seriously . ind_ered. 

-i• Throughout all t his; it appears that the c oncern of the Air i' orce 
has been primarily to keep t he is.Landers off the range during o~ rational 
ho~s, and there has been J}O objecti n to salvaging while the range wa ..: 
not in operatictn-. -- -~ .-~.,.,.........., . .,..,....~ .. ,.,,, 
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.i. In the mos t recent meeting between USCAR , G~U, the Air .i!'orce, and 
representativ;es of' Ie dhima held at le Sh_1.ma on 50 September 1959, Lt 
Colonel Arland Stanton, Director of Operations, 6~1:5th Air Base ~Jing , is 
reported to have stated that the Air r.,orce had no objection to scrap sal
va gin-g rights to a commercial firm. Also, an alternative proposal was 
made that the people interested in scrap salvagine f orm a collective, sel f
policying cooperative, representatives of which would be pe rmitted t o enter 
the range when not in use and salvage the scrap for the benefit of all. 
However, it does not appear tha t this· cooperative organization will meet 
with the approval of those "enterprisers who are willing to take the risk of 
practically catching falling bombs to secure the apparently val uabi.e rne t a l 
.for t hemselves alone. 

k. One . other m~tter causes r enewed interest in the status of u.s. 
Goverrunent lands in Ie Shima.· In 19b8, joint Ryukyu.an-American conferences 
were held resulting in an agreed upon land program that was approved by · 
Washington in November 1958 and. is curr,:}ntly being i1npleriented in accord-
ance with HICQM Ordinance #20, 12 Feb. 59. In accordance with this agree
ment, popularly hailed as the settlement of the land problem, most all u.s. 
Government. land interests in the Ryukyus are undergoing renegotiation. As 
set forth in the cited Ordinance, the u.s. Government is authorized to 
acquire an · "Indti'inite Leasehold" intere·st in land in the Ryukyus. •rtiis 
interest consists of an "estate extending to full, exclusive use, possession • 
and enjoyment above, below, and upon the surface of the land and/or pro
perties thereon as required for an indefinite or unspecified period of ti rne, 
that is, for so lone as the use may be desired by the United States without-
any tine limitation whatsoever, for which rental payments are made at speci
fied intervals." 

1. To acquire this interest, the agency of the u.s. having a land require
ment submits a · request to the District Engineer, United .States Arr(}.y Engineer 
District, Okinawa (-USAEDO). Sy a contract between GiU and US1£DO, GRI then 
negotiates with the individual landmmers for basic leases of the land within 
the required area and, in t urn, l e ases the whole req uired are a to the u.s. 
Government by a master lease . Rental is paid by the U.S. according to agreed 
upon rates. Any land within a required area which the individual landmmers 
refuse to voluntarily lease is subject to being acquired by c on<leJTlllation. 
We are i ni'orrned by ~l:1CB that t he Air Force has submitted t _o USAE OO the 
request to secure the new land interest for all properties that it holds on 
Ie Shima. 

m. As the basic lease s are negotiated with the individual landowners, 
it can be, and apparently is being, argued to them that they should not lease 
their land because this would only be a preliminary to the U.S. ousting -them 
from the land as was the case with the Maza Vill?gers. •/hiJ.e it is true that, 
under the new interest, the u.s. is entitled to full use and enjoyment of the 
land· and . the landowners are perrrd.tted to farm only at the will of ·the u.s. 
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so long as such activities <lo not interi-ere with the use of tlle- land by 
the lessor, this is, of couTse, the sit uation that also exists under the 
old .Land interest. When the use oi.' the land which the u.s. controls, and 
for which it must_ be rerr.einbere d it pays rent~ cannot permit farming 
activitie s, t he _r.:,eople must be r emoved as in t he case of the bombing 
ran ge. lortunate l y, it has been possible to per1r1it agriculture on most 
of the Air li'orce control.le d land in Ie .;Jhima without inter1·ering with the 
mission. The owners of this land actually are in a very good position 
because, not only do they carry on their normal acti vi ties, but they receive 
rent for the propc rty o It is not anticipated that there will be any d{ff i-
cul ty in acquiring t he new land · interest. from the majority of these land
mme rs because of this situation. 

3 9 COl1CLUSimlS 
,;JI () 

a. With respect to most of the Air Force leased land in Ie Shima, the 
landowners are be i ng benefited by the U.J. interest becHuse they carry cin 
normal activitie s in addition to securi ng rent for tne land. 

b~ With respect to the land within the bombing range, agriculture can
not be permitted and t 1e landowners of the same had to be resettled .from 
the area. Generous resett.Lenent compensation was made to these persons 
and similar lands to t hose wnich t hey gave up were made available to them 
for farming. It would appe ar that their a.uegations that t.r1ey must risk 
scrap salvaging to survive are unfounded. It is more likely that it was 
simply easier to salvage scrap rather than make t11e substitute- .L ands pro
ductive. It does not app~ar that the c ontinued survival. of anyone on Ie 
3hima is dependent upon scrap salvaging as a J.ivelihood, except by choice 

· of the individual. (,Jhile ~:t may perhaps be incapable of determi nation, it 
is entirely _pos_sib.Le that much of t he scrap is saJ.vaged by enterprising 
collectors other t han owne r:;, of l and wi t hin t he range purely as an economic 
venture. 

c. Air Force sanction of private individual s entering the range · 1·or 
t he colJ.ection of scrap, even durin5 hours or non-.ope_ration, is in viola;.. 
tion of AJ.•R 50-13 unless proper sareguarc! s are taken. Paragraph 6b oi' t hat 
regu.Lation proviries, " Until. a range has been prope r 1.y police d, precaut .:_ ons 
will be taken af"ter f iring or bombing to prevent aJ.l persons f r om ent..ering 
t he _ r ange except Jthos~ whose du~ties r equire that they enter." 

d. Ir t he scrap is economical ly recoverable, . a s it s e ems to be, it is 
probably a violation or re r,ulat iq_ns to give t he scr ap away t o private 
j_ndividuaJ.s T3t !1er t han sell it to corrunerciaJ. f irms. 

e. Tne policy of not object::Lng to salvagers entering t he_ range dur ing 
hours or non-operation nas f ailed to secure t he ir cooperation in s t ay i ng 
off ·t he range_ dur i ng hours of operation , has created no good will on Ie 
Stiima, has conceivably resulted i n a claims exposure arising out of t he 
recent explosion,~ and c·an generate future c lai.rns ·exposures. 
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4. 1lliCOhl,EhDATIUNS 

a. Announced Air /orce polic y sh ould be t r.at no unauthorized person 
is permit1:,ed on t he r ange at any tirne . 

b. Consideration should be given t o C-Jnt racting the scrap saJ.vaee 
rights t o a conune rciaJ_ f irm. 

c • . 11' il:, is determined by the appropriate action agency that scrap can 
p roperly. be given to the private individuals on Ie Shima, and, despite what 
we have said, tllat it should be eiven to them, then on_Ly such J:B rs·ons · 
should be authorized· er1try upon t he range as sign .re.lease s absolving the 
U.,,:J. from liability for any c.Laims ari sing fr om s uch en try. This c ould be 
on an individual basis or through representatives of a coopera tive, aJ_tnough 
we doubt that t he . people t he!llse lves will ever form such a coope rative on 
t heir m-m initiative. Entry of s uch authorized persons s!1018.d be restricte d 
to specific periods, and s alvage t hey carry off should be inspected _to pre
CJ. ude tne possb iiity of an explosive item being remove d to t r,e village 
where it could detonate and injure an . innoce nt third party. While it i s 
realized t l1is i n itself wou.Ld not keep unaut horized p i~rs ons off t he range , 
it would enab.Le t •ie itir / orce t o take t he public relations position that 
:i. t is wiHin.r; to give t he 1:Jern:.! fit of the scrap t o the people oi' Ie Shima 
subject on~Ly to re asonab}.e C'JntroJ.s f or t ·ne safet21 ·of t he population. The 
i'ai.1.u.re oi' suc n a program t o Hork wou.Ld be attr i butab.1e so.1e1.y to the 
violator s of these reasonab .Le c ontr ols and would place t he Air Poree in as 
good a posi tion as pos sibJ.e i f an y t h .in~ did nar pe n to · peopJ.e on or of f the 
r ange. 

d. It should be dete rrg.ine d on what Air / orce c ontrolle d land i n Ie 
Shima farming is be i ng c onducted, on wnat lands it c an ·be p ::; r rni t ted, what 
J_an<l_owners have been .denie d f arming privileges on t hej_r land bec ause of 
Air l orce req uireme:-its, and what substitute J_aJ1d has and can be ma de avail
able t o them. Newspaper acc ounts i ndi cate t nat 73 .familie s were .nvol ved 
in the resettlement necessita ted by t he clearing of t he ranee. 

e. iorrnal licens ing agreerr,ents t o f arm Air Force .1and where it is 
perrnissiole shou..Ld be executed in accordance with 3.13 ADR 87-1, supra. 
Although , i n 1957, FEAF aut i1 orized the same to be accomplishe d t hrough the _ 
services of th(!' USAr~DO without referral to them as wouJ.d othcr..; i se be re
q uire d under A.li'H 87-3, and -~n6 .'\D :j_ssue <l SU:ppl emental :o.nstructions whereby 
such licens e s a.re to be a <:cornp..Lished oy r equests fr on t l1e base comrnan<lers 
to USAEDO througn 3L1 AD , no l icense s have been requested for land · i n Ie 
:.:>hima t o date. It would seem possibJ.e in s uc h a licens\rg to insure that 
everyone i n Ie Shima s hare in the ability t o i·arm Air Fdtce l and. 

-~ Ll'~- p . l IZr:i{ , Lt Colonel, USAil? 
St,aff J u.dee 1 <lvocate 
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HEPLY Tu 
ATTN OF : OC 

· H;,Alr.2 UJ\E'l'_, iU3 
6313T11 Arn B11.S~ WING (PACAF ) 

United States Air T.i' orce 
APO 239, San l rancisco, Ca.1ifornia 

SUB.J7~CT: Heport of Incident a t le Shima 

TO: 313th ADiv ( ISO) 

30 L,1R 1960 

1. It was noted d1Jring coordination of the report . of t he recent 
incident at Ie Snima t nat hr. Shukujyu, Ar akaki, Police Superin
tendent, ·Cr1ief oi' Detective Bureau G_L?_I, stat ed that t he incident 
apparently occurred 786 feet nor~h of targe t munber 6. 

2. The incident report compiled by t ae 63 J..:> th Air Police Jo uadron 
indicated t i1at -t he incident apparentJ.y occurred 786 feet so~thwest 
from t11e target. Pictur·es supplied by tne Air Police Squadron, 
as attachrrent s t o their report, subst antiate that the incident 
apparently. occurred southwest of t he targe t area. 

ii.. 'i.L i-\ND STANTON 
.Lt Col, USAF 
Director oi' Ope :-ations 
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REPORT OF CL/\.. I MS OFFICER 
(See para 4b, o 8a(l), . 9, AFR 112-2; par 2 b, AFR 112-10) 

INSTrl UCTiuNS 
E:' ,1it i n triplicate and fasten each set with a two-prong type f astener. 
Ouv additiona~ sheets if necessar and nurnber to corres and with i t em numbers. 
Ht:AIX2 UA~tn:Rs Base, Installation, Unit, etc. 

313th Air Division APO 259 San Frar1c i sco Ca.iifornia 

LOCATION AT.2: INVC:Sl'IGNfJuN IlHTIAT.S~ D DAT~ OF n.~:POH.T 
15 A ril 1960 Kaclena Air Base Okinawa R 10 Febru 1960 

ACCIDlrnT OR IN CIOCNT 

Date Hour-
1000 

· Place 
le-Shima 6 Se 

Name 

.rrsune ISHIKAvlA 

Address 

Aza-Nishi Agari-Ue, Ie-Son, 
Ie-SWJna, Ryukyu Islands 

ate Clairn Filed Amount 

20 Jap 60 $15,940.00 

All Claimants Who Filed Claims Were PersonaLly Interviewed c::}Yes KJ No (Specify 

5. PRO.ffiRTY Alm PEHSON1fi L INVOLVt;D 

A. GOViRNMt:NT PHOPiitTY (Describe all property-- m RSONNEL (.Name, grade ,service number, 

,. 
l 

:i3. 

make, ·type, moqel, U.S. number, previous address and organizat ion, etc.; and if 
condition, present location, and show motor vehicle 9r other· equiprrent was 
whether moving or stationary) involved, identify opera~or and show 

his previous condition, location of 
occupants, etc.) 

N/A 

PRIVATE PROPERTY (Describe all property
make, type, model, previous conditi on, 
present location, and s how whether mov
ing or stationary) 

N/A 

N/A 

JYii tSONS (Name, address and relation 
to incident, e.g.,owner,driver, pas
senger, pedestrian, bailee, tenant, 
lessee, licensee, trespasser, etc.; 
and if a motor vehi cle or other equi p
~nt was involved, show previous· condi
t i on of ope r ator ,locati on of occupants, 
etc.) · 

N/A 

!AF Form 
15 Oct 54 

1156 Previous editions of this f or m may be used. 



4. .:>L,U,t'c, V!' c..r-u- ,I/ l ,, ••. ·~ 

tlas governm3orsonnel acting within the scope of emploYJnent? (Check applicable box) 
0 Yes _ No See exhibit (s) N/A 

5 \ _ DA:t-M.GE TO PROPERTY 
~~ature · and extent of drunage, · estimated cost of repairs or loss, loss of use and, if 
pertinent., ·value before and after damage,, value of salvage, etc.) 

A.. Goverrnoont Property 

N/A 

Was Property Persona.lly Inspected? r7Yes r7No 
B. Private Property 

.l --
' N/A 

Was Property Pe sonal.l.y Inspected? f:JYea QNo 

Sr . IBRSONS INJURSD OR KILIBD 
ffi -~,ie , address, age, nature and extent of injuries,disability,medical aid rendered-where and 
by whom, hospital,attending physician,·duty status,wages lost,etc.) 

A-. Govermoont Personnel -

N/A 

B. Private Persons 

Seikan I~HIKAwA, Aza-Nishi Agari-Ue, Ie-Son,Ie-Shima, Ryuh.-yu Islands. Age 27. Killed. ,· 

Ryotoku HIGA, 2538-Banchl., Aza-Nishi Agari-Ue,Ie-Son, Ia-Shima, Ryukyu Is.Lands. 
Age 38. Killed. 

Hide giro CHD.JEN, 1-Han, 1396 Maza-Ku, Ie-Son, Ie-bhima, Ryukyu Islands. Age 26. 
rfered cut on right leg, burns to body and face . Not hospitalized, estimate of 

J.lJ clays' required treatment. Dr. Seijen NOHA attending. 

7. . WITNESSES (Attach signed statements) 

Name · Station or Address 

Shaun YAMASHD10 1031-Banchi, Aza-Nichi Agari-Ue, le-Son 

Seiken ISHIKAWA 

"" 
· 955 Bru:ichi, Aza-Nishi Agari-Ue, Ie-Son 

Hidegiro CHIN~N 1-Han, 1596 Maza-Ku, Ie-Son 

Tomi ISHirJ\ JA -1-Han, 1985 Maza-Ku, Ie-Son 

s. POLICE INVI!:oilGATI ON·AND THIAL 
Wafi police investigation made? [%/Yes []No nftate facts as to arrests or charges, 
(. made,attaph copy of report,or state why ~d results of trials by civil" or mil-
not ootaina.ble) · · it~ cour_ts, if any. 

.. N/A 



9. FINDINGS (Cont'd): during operational hours and attempted to secure their co
operation . in staying off during such . periods, the policy of the Aj.r r orce has been 
tr r,ermit access to the range during non-operational hours. (Exhibit G, Atchs 2, 3, 
4 S). As late as 14 January 1960, Air Police SOP' s specified that scrap salvagers 

. were to have access to the range for salvaging (Exhibit G). Apparently, there has 
never been an ·attempt to en.force the original time limitation .placed upon farming 
within the range which was established when the range was opened. (Exhibit G, Atch 1) • 
On 5 March. 1960 a survey of farming was conducted by le-Shima officials and is re
ferred to in -Exhibit I. This survey revealed that 40 fanners were· farming B2, 753 
tsubos of land wit~iin t_he recently bulldozed range boundary. 

The policy of .the Air l•'orce has been unsatisfactory. It is not in accordance with 
AFR 50-13 , . paragraph 6b, which provides, "Until a range · has been properly policed, 
precautions will be taken after firing or bombing to prevent all persons from 
entering the range, exc~pt those whose duties require that they enter. 11 One dud 
has been taken from the range resulting in two deaths and an injury. It ia not 
un.Likely that other duds are on the _range c cnstituting hazards to any untrained 
personnel who are exposed to tJiero. Captain Glendon I!;. Marks, Commander, Detacrur.ent 
3, 2703rd ~xplosive Ordnance Disposal .::quadron, stated to ··this investigating officer 
t' ·., no poiicir.g of .the range ·at ·re-Shima has been performed since he took command 
in April ·of 1957. · 

The increased interest in the .situation at le-Shima resulting from the recent deaths 
and injuries has caused a reappraisal of Air Force policy and concrete 1neasures are 

undertaken to preclude th~ recurrence ot similar incidents. (Exhibit J). 



--------------------------------------------------
·FINDINGS 

At approximately 1000 hours on .Sunday, 6 .C....:.Cptember 1959, Seikan I SHIKA 1iA and Ryotoku 
~T~A. were dismantJ.ing a bomb for scrap salvage in Maza Village, Ie-Snima, Ryukyu 
l a.nds, when it e:x-ploded, killing tnem both. A passerby, Hidegiro CHIN0N, sutTered 
a cut to his upper r-ight leg and burns on his face and body requiring an estimated 
10 days' 1oodicaJ. treatment but no hospitalization. (Exh4-bit C) The c.taim of Tsune 
trSHIKA v~A (.AFFC J.2/60-179/FS) is designated the nuly substantiated Master File for 
:all claims arising out 01· . this incident. 

Torrd ISHIKA1·JA, sister of tne deceased, Seikan ISHIKA .. A, told local civil po.lice tnat 
the bomb nad been brought to the village by her deceased brother on t he ai'ternoon of 
Saturday, 5 September i9S9. (Exhibit D) 

:Investigation on 7 September J.9!::9 by Capta i n Glendon E . Marks, Commander, Detachr.ient 
3, 2703rd Explosive Ordnance Disposal :.:q_uadron, APO 2~9, established that t ne bornb 
which exploded was an ND-6 practice bomb with an MA-1 spotting charge which was 
capable of causing the destruction involved. In Captain Mar k's opinion, the potential ' 
ldanger 01' t his we apon woul d not be apparent to untrained persons. (Exhibit E ). 25 l·fil-6 
!Practice hombs were expended on the Air Force bombing and gunnery range at le-Shima on 
'4 3pternber 1959 during missions flown by the 18th Tac t ical. Fighter vling , APO 239. 
( l!ixhibit F). 

rrhe presence of an Air Force bombing and gunnery range on the is1_and of Ie-Shirna has 
!been a problem i'or many years. The eviction of i'armers 1·rom within the range boundary 
has been a matte r of considerable political agitation .-and the presence 01· scrap sa.l
vagers on t he range has s·eriously impeded the accomplishment of the mission of the 
range and !r~maced the sai·ety of the salvagers. 'l'he Office of the Staff Judge Advocate, 
3ljth Air Division, has recently prepared a comprehensive staff study of the situation 
(Exhibit G). In. swmnary, it can be said that, with the manpower and facilities that 
have been available, apparent.Ly, it has been physical,ly impossibJ.e .to keep the scrap 
salvagers off the range. Accordingly, although the hir Force has repeatedly pointed 
out to salvagers the danger inherent in their unauthorized presence on the range 

10. EXHIBITS 

{ 

~ SF 95 H Air Police SOP 1 s 

B Photograph of le-Shima I Request to clear range 

C Incident Report J Current Air Force Policy re le-Shima 

D Statemer1t of SSgt Phillips K Tech Order MD-6 Bomb 

~ Stateroont of Capt. Harles_ I, 

~ · Statement of 18th TacFtrWg M 

G Staff Study on le-Shima N 

·( 

~ 
l 



RECOMMr•;NDATIONS 

The claim i::tx1.tbDi be a roved in an amount that can be reas onabl 
The 'mi itary personnel named below be hel responsible under articl e 
the amount set o osite their names (AFR 112-5) 

Name Grade Or anization 

N/A 

• 

substantiate 
39 UCMJ for 

Amount 

11 RECOMl~ NDATIONS (Cont'd): Consistent with the foregoing recomnendations, this 
in;estigating officer has been trying for some weeks to journey to le-Shima to 
secure family register and oth :r documentation relative to -the inc~!OO of the <le~e~sed 

--and his family stat us in order to determine an appropriate award. ~leather ?~n<liti~ns 
( md/or other commitments have made this impossible to date. Accordingly! t~is claim 

file is f orwarded at this time for initial review. The further substantiating 
material, as indicated, will be forwarded at _the earliest possible date. 

uc1J.1.1omuc.1· . .i..1 .. n,. · .1.m::: rcmge J.s c.1osea on 0aturctays, and there was no Air Force prohi""'. 
bition against salvagers entering the range at the time indic:ated. Even if it were 
assumed that the bomb was t ~ken from the range during operational hours, it appears 
that the proximate cause of the accid~nt would not be the fact of such trespass, but 
would stHl be the failure of ,th~ Air Force to warn of the danger from dud explosives. 

It is, therefore, rec6InJOOnded that the c~aims of the survivi ng spouses be approved. 
The subject of death claim awards in t he Ryukyu IsJ.ands has been of such interest 
since the Ishikawa jet crash of 30 June 1959 that it is not deemed necessary to re
iterate the standards of compensation applicabl e to this area. The standards are well 
known to the approving authority~ It is this investigating. officer's opinion, however, 

1 ... i;,at henceforth death awards in the Ryukyu Islands should be in conformance with what 
1 ,uld be paid in Japan under the Administrative Agreement. 

12. CLAI¥JS OFFICER (Par ?f, AFR ll2-l; par 6, AFR J.12-2) 

Typed name .and grade Signature 

JULIUS C. ULIBRI~H, JR., 1st Lt 

13. ; · ACTION BY RESPONSIBI.R OFFICER (Para•4c and 7, AFR 112-2) 

Li:7Report approved. 0 Report disapproved (Check applicable box)Date 13 Apr 60 

Reasons for disapproval ( Or comrr.ent on action) 

Typed na.me,grade and titl e (Commancler,sta.ff judge 
r ·'vocate, etc.,wno approved or disapproved report) 
_ E~R P. FIZER, Lt Colonel, USAF . 

Hq ~15th Air Division 
Staff _Judge Advocate 

Signature 
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U. -, Ci v i l i -.. dm i nistration of' Vi e .•.vutyu .lslands 
·Jra.i't 1-re:.3 s Transl a t ion 

Tuesday , 23 September 1 9 58 

The Oid.nawa ':J:•:ines (eventn ~:: ed ition) - ·Jews ;'.rticl e (3) 

jJ J- ·__;P. I~'.,J () / i-ri, J A- KU Pi~T ITJ.Oli ·USG1. i{ ;, -;jj G,1.l _•'U ~ Cu : J.-:>i! .'3,;-1.,".L'ION 
i:J? T'i'iO Ai~JA- KU p_,:or,rn ··.f!O EILLED H ·10EB 

p e t:i .. t i on f or r-.. n aprrop:r·iat e co mp e ns a tion of t wo .vil J.ar_;_ers , _;.~ .!.~~ , ;-::-o t0ku , a .::e 38 , 

r'or cc rr.aneuve1· ground . They t ried to dis pose of t h i0 bomh by u ,emsel ves . Tne 

HIG.l1. , Tsuru a nd I3I-LU •t~:i:~, Tsuneko to Ci vil 1(d:'l inistra t or ur: .:...•. ,_1 :r: anrl Ch i ef 

. ;~xeeuti ve 'i.'~:Gl- .A. 'l'he pet j_ti on r'::;aci.s in r_·ist 2.. s f oll ows . 

11 T1-10 y oung and rniddl e -a.ged :,wn of /,aja- .r.u d i ed of s.:;Xp losion oi' a bo·;i,b wh i ch 

they ha d picked up from the a. i r .i:.'or r;e maneuve1 · ~:round anc:. trying to s c r ap i t . 

The l and s of :':a j a - /:u 1-1cre t a ken 0 ·1e • oy U (~ rn ilitc.r:, one- s:Lcl~dly and b e co.u_se 

most of t,l:e landm,;rners hav e n ot been pa i d a~ appropriate compensation, they 

are ·l eading their l i ves on i ron sc:r·c.n.,s t he,· pick up from the ma neuve r p,rr)Und . 

Those hJO man who -were killed by the- bomb- had t o l ead h ,~ir l ives by pickine; u 9 

scraps . '~'h is tragic a cc i ;'en t wou1c not have haJpen ed, i f the U. 3 . military had 

not r equisitioned t ~ lands one- sidedly an d used t :-1en for tr e naneuv er g r ound. 

Judgi ng from such a v iewpoint, we are conv inced t J1c:1. t t he Un ited .3t a tBs is 

r espons ibl e for this death and should. pay an a pp ropr i a te c on1~ensa t.ion fo r it. 

le ask both USCAH and G}U to make efforts so a s to pay a compensa-+,i on satis fying 

t he ber eaved f amilies . 11 
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OF.Ii'ICE OF t>UBLIC rnFOfil1ATION 
U.S. Civil Administration of tne Ryukyu Islands 

Draft Press Translation 
Wednesday, 30 September 1959 

The Okinawa Times (Evening Edition) - News Article (T) 

POLITICAL PARTIES AND VARIOUS ORGANIZATIONS 
TAKE UP H~ JIMA EXPLOSION INCIDENT 

· No. 3788 

The Liaison Council for Taking Measures Against tne Penal. Code, which 

2 /7 

is organized by 18 organizations such as political parties, the Teachers 

Association, Government Bniployees Un.ions Liaison Council, pri_vate labor 

unions, Women's Federation, Youth Council and Child Protection Association, 

held its ap~cial liaison con.t erence from 2:40 p.rn. on· the 29th at the Legis

lative Connnittee Room and after hearing the explanation concerning the 

problem of compensation to. those killed in an explosion at Haja Ku, Iejiiila, 

from the petition group, they discussed the solution to the problem. 

As a result, it was decided that tne Council's representatives would 

call on Chief Executive THO:NA at 10 a.m. on the 30th and request the inuoo

diate payment of conipensation to the victims of explosion and tnat the 

Council would dispatch representatives of WA, nover?1f,lent Employees Unions 

Liaison Council, Youth Council, Peoples Party, Socialist Party, Nakagami 

Gun Youth Council and Okinawa Transportation Workers' Union to Iejima for a 

two-day on-the-spot minute investigation of the case on October 4th and 

thµt concrete probiems for realization of tne compensation would be inade 

aft~r receiving the report of the investigation party. 

The 2 day's Council meeting first haard the explanation by Hr. AHAGON 

Shoko, landowner representative in Maja Ku, Iejima and Son Assemblyman 

URASAKI Naoyoahi concerning the incident in which 38 year oJ_d HIGA0 Ryotoku 

of 2,582 bancni, 2 Ku.mi, Maja Ku and 28 year old ISHIKAWA Seikan, 1 1 983 

banchi, 2 kumi of same Ku (Maja Ku) were ld.lled by an e~loa~on on the 6th, 



and then a petition for compensat~on submitted by representatives of the 

bereaved far.1ilies was read to the eH'ect, "This incident would never 

have occurred if the U.S. military had not coercively requisitioned _the 

land in Maja Ku and used it as a drilling ground. So, the U.S. should 

naturally take responsibility for their death and so we apr.;eal i·or pay

ment of proper amount of cornpensation, 11 and sought cooperation in the 

realization of payment of compensation. 

Concerning the above problem, .Mr. SENAGA Kamejiro, representative of 

the Peoples Party said that this inciuent was brought about as a result 

of the requisition~ng of the ~and and drilling by use of r~al oullets, and 

. . "'-- ' 
so the u.s. naturally should make compensation from the viewpoint of its 

responsibility as administrator. 

Mr. FUKUJI Kosho, representative of the OTA, _opined that s~ch incidents 

for wh_ich the U.S. military is responsible were not c onfined to Iejiina 

alone, but were repeated in Ishikawa and other areas, and so a leat'Ue should 

be f orrned by the sui'ferers throughout the Ryukyus and at the same time a 

strong organization f" or · the pro tee_ tion of lile and property should be 
. I 

formed to seek a satisfactory settlement to ·the problem of various compen-

sation problems • 

• 
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UNITi D STA BS CIVIL ADJ1INISTRATIV}~ OF THE RYU'f.YU ISl,ANDS 
Office of the High Comnissioner 

APO 331 

HCRI-PS Dec -~l 1959 

SUBJSCT: Control of Ryukyuan Nationals at Range 178 

TO: Commander 
313th Air Divisfon 
APO 259 

1. Reference yo ·:.r letter, 5130C, dated 4 September 1959, subject 
as above. 

2. Wnile attention to the le-Shima H.ange problem as set forth in 
reference communication is currently active and the problem concerning 
scrap collectors remains unresolved, the following record is submi~ted to 
acquain~ you with developments to date: 

a. · On 30 September, the following persons attended a rooeting 2.t 
le-Shima regarding range probl ems: 

Lt Col Arland Stanton, 6513 Air Base Wing 
Major R. Bluhm, 6313th Air Base Wing 
11-ajor A.G. Smith, 6310th Operations .'.:qdn 
Capt W, C. McC1.usi<:ey, 1-kls ;;15th Air Divisi or1 
S/Sgt R. 'I'neatt, 6513th Operations Sqdn 
S/Sgt Charles E. Philips, 6313th Air Pol.ice Sqcln 
Mr. G. Q. Keithahn, Public Safety Dept, USCAR 
Mr. John Ohira, Public Safety Dept, USC.AR 
Mr. Yukio Yogi, Deputy Chief of Police, GRI 
Mr. Ryoko Nakayoshi, Supt, Toguchi District Pol.ice Station 
Mr. Rikken Yamanoha, Asst Inspector, Toguchi Police Station 
Mr. Otomatsu Tamashiro, Mayor, Ie-Son 

et al, including Deputy Mayor an<l . Ie Policeman 

Lt Col .Stanton opened the Jlieeting with a recapitulation o.f past 
ueetings held to discuss le-Shima range probl ems; described the •Air Force 
position as be i ng 9 oncernecl with safety of Ie-Shimans; that Ie-Shimans were 
weJ_come to t he range scrap but means must be found to lindt their access to t he 
range to those ho~ s and clay s when· the range was not in use. 

I j I 8 
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HCfU-PS 
SUBJECT: Control of Ryukyuan Nationa1.s at range 178 

Mayor Tamashiro stated that beyond discussing t he probl e m with 
local citizens and warning them of danger involved with encroaching upon 
the range, he had little control over their actions. It was also pointed 
out that those people were "touchy" about restrictions and reverte d to the 
comment that if the military didn't Jike t he situation they could g ive t he 
land ba.ck to t he people. 

General discussion touched on following points: 

(1) ORI Police have no authority on u. S.. controlled property. 

(2) The US.Aft~ employed 15 Ryuk:ruan guards at the range but these 
men were guarding against theft · of u. s. property and were assigned to fixed 
posts. The U,:3AF can neither fence the area nor employ additional e:uards to 
keep trespassers from the range. · 

. (3) Perimeter of danger zone was not visibly defined, however, 
signs were placed at all points of normal access. 

( 4) 'fhe danger zone extended five miles out t,o sea. 

( 5) The offenders have not been identified individually or with 
any particular village on the isl and, however, .most · are believed to cone 
from Maja-ku and possib.Ly some f rom t lie mainland (Okinawa). 

( 6) All of the range area is not restricted. Farming is allowed 
on the side of t he old air strip _near the i~ipact area. 

(?) One hour prior to activating the range, red flags are 
· displayed on range towers and a siren is blown. 

(8) The present situation is that Hyuh'Yllans hide near the target 
area, observe where a practice bornb falls and irnrrediately race out and place 
their marker on the hole. Any bomb, rocket or strafing, slightly off target, 
could easily fall among the trespassers. So far there have heen no direct 
casualties but this results more from luck than circumstance. 

It was proposed by USJ\lt' representatives that an effort be made 
to .organize the collectors with rules and agreements among t hemselves designed 
to protect the group's interest against non-participating individuals and 
at the same time, regulate t~ of entry to the range. The Mayor agreed to 
discuss this idea with village headman but appeared . skeptical of any good 
results. 

The USAF pointed out that· as a purely. defensive neasure t hey may 
be forced to contract for the removal of scrap with sprr~. individual c ompany , 
possibl y not an Ie-Shirnan. 

.2 



HCRI-PS 
SUBJg CT: Cont.rol of nyukiJUan Nationals at Range 178 

The meeting adjourned with t.he understanding that the problems 
would be left for local action and all parties would re-assemb.Le on 14 October 
in the same place. (Note: On two subsequent dates, the Mayor was not 
availabl e and no further meeting of the group was held on re-Shima). 

b. Following this meeting, Deputy Police Chief Yogi personally · 
inspected the range area and when interviewed on the following day, cornroonted 
inf orma.lly as follows: 

Upon arrival at the target area, a group of _Okinawans observed 
the car approaching ·and ran from the area t,owards the sea. He then observed 
an aircraft perform a strafing run at the target. Immediately upon passage 
of the aircraft, an estimated 50 to 60 Ryukyuans emerged from concealment 
between two and three hundred meters away and raced to the target to pick up 
bw.1ets. He commented that he could never have appreciated the seriousness 
of the situation had he not seen it with his own eyes and was appalled at the 
flagrant disregard for personal .safety he witnessed. 

He saw little chance oi' organizing the collectors into any sort 
of union bound by an agreement to respect range rules. He pointed out that 
range ·scrap represented immediate cash ranging from 5¢ for a bullet to several 
·dollars for a bomb and that the opportunity for picking up this kind of money 
seemed to override any consideration for law or life. Any agre~ment by collectors 
to observe range rules would be · defeated by a few outlaws who would ta.ke · 
advantage of the others. 

c. Following failure to hold another meeting on le-Shima as planned 
for 14 October, representatives of the USAF, inc.luding Lt Col Stanton, a 
claims officer and a legal officer met with Colonel Barkin and Mr. Bisenstein, 
legal Dept, Mr. Sheehan, Land Dept and lfr . Simmons and 1-Ir~ · Keithahn, Public 
Safety Dept, USC.AR, in the USCAR conference room on 20 October. 

The purpose of this meeting was to discuss certain legal aspects 
.of the le-Shima range problem and q~estions of policy. While USCAR felt the 
introduction of an off-island contractor, exclusively authorized to remove 
range scrap, could lead to dangerous conflicts, it was agreed, none-the-less, 
to explore such action if for nothing more than use as a . threat to force Ie
Snirnans to recognize their ·pre.sen_t disregard for range problems cmtl result 
in loss of all scrap revenue. It was also agreed that t he _Air Force would 
first determine if. anyone would accept such a contract before the action was 
pressed as a threat. 

d. On 1 December, the following persons attended a ttiird mee-ting 
at Hea.dq uarters, Kadena Air Base: 

5 



HCRI-PS 
SUBcfDCT: Control. of Ryukyuan Nationals at Range l 78 

Lt Col Stanton, q313th Air Base v/ing 
Capt W., c. I1cCluskey, Hqs 313th Air Divlsion 
Capt B. w. Skaggs, 6310th Operations Sqdn 
Major A.G. Smith, ore, le-Shima Range 
Mr. Willie Jyles, DAFC, 313th Air Division 
Major Walter Karlson, :noth -Air Division (contracting officer) 
Major John Cleary, 6013th Air Base Wg (SJA) 
Mr. G. Q. Keithahn, Public Safety Dept, USCAR 

This meeting wa.s chiefly concerned with problems related to 
scrap collection by contract. Major Karlson pointed out that prior to 
advertising for bids, he would require information on range schedules type 
and volUIJe of ordnance expended and many other details, some of' which might 
be of a classified nature. He also pointed out that a matter of this nature 
would have to be cleared through Pacific CoJJUllanda. 

Lt Col St anton asserted that range operations were open to 
public observation and were not classified. He also stated that the range 
problem had languished too long and he desired immediate action. Further, 
since removing scrap by contract presented the best approach, he intended · 
to proceed with that plan. 

Mr. Keithalm, USCAR , pointed out t here wer~ attendant social _ 
and political irnplications and requested that prior to ;my overt move, the 
Air Force's intentions and plans be detailed i' or staffing through interested 

- commands incl uding USCAR - this was agreed. · 

3. Set forth herewith are sone items of interest related in various 
degrees to the le-Shima Range problem. 

a. There is much evidence that the real prohlem · involved here is 
not one of scrap collecting which rrQght be resol~d by sorre sort of agree~~nt 
or concession but rather that anti-U. S. elements are exploiting and proinoting 
the situation with t he intent to harass and ul.t;i.mately render untenable 
U. S. occupation and use of this range. 

b. Maja-ku, the community adjoining le-Shima Range is the main seat 
of trouble. · Of the 75 landowners residing here, on ·24 Novemoor, 60 of them 
petitioned the Mayor of' Ie-Son that they were in f avor of leasing their lands 
to the military and asserted that previous petitions to tne contrary had 
been signed by them as a resuJ.t of misrepresentations. It is believed that 
an additional 12 landowners are not opposed and that actually only t!}ree are 
in outspoken opposition. These three, Ahagon, Ishikawa BJJd Urasaki {Ie-son 
OSP-Assembly ioomber) are known leftists and apparently t he main mstigators 
behind this problem. · 



HCRI-PS 
SUBJI..:CT: Contro.l of Hyukyuan Nationals at Range 178 

c. Ahagon, a militant leftist and provocator, is reputed to be 
wealthy, and through loans he has made to some Maja villagers, exercises 
control over their political expressions. It is probably this sort of 
influence that caused 10 property owners to refrain from joining the 60 who 
consented to u. S~ use of their lands. ..~ 

4. In dealing with this problem, it appears that a small minority of 
Ie-Shimans are going to be effected one way .or another. It s hould be recognized 
however, that anti-Aroorican elenients are less concerned with local attitudes 
and feelings than they are with the propoganda value of this issue when 
distortions and exaggerations are spread abroad. It can be expected that 
any Ie-Shimans arrested and i mprisoned for trespassing on the A:i:r 1''orce 
range wilJ be regarded as martyrs apd exploited for their propoganda value 
by the OPP, Youth Council, · A&H Bomb organization and other Communist 1·ront 
groups. The Ie-Shirna Range problem indicates a much higher degree of organized 
and premedita-te_d de1'iarice than the situation at 1the Easley Range and appears 

. to demand separate handl~g. 

5o USCAR will ma:intain an active interest in this matter and c ontinue 
efforts to achieve - a satisfactory and workable solution. 

FOR Tl-lli HIGH COMMISSIONER: 

Copy furnished: 
Sub-Committee Nr. 3 

/s/ Eugene A. Salet 
/t/ :r;uru,;NE A. SAlliT 

Colonel, Inf 
Executive Officer 



HEADQUARTERS, 6313TH AIR BASE WING 
APO 239 

oc 13 OCT 1959 

Mee ting on Scrap Collection Problem a.t le Shim~ 

CR 

1. On JO September 1959 a meeting was held at Ie Shima concerning 
the problem of controlling the collection of scrap on Ie Shima. A 
list of ·the representatives o.f the Air Force., USCAR Ryukyus Police 
and le Shima is listed below. 

Stanton, Ao 
Bluhm, R. 
Smith, A.G. 
McCluskey, w. C. 
Phillips, Charles 
Thweatt, R. H. 
Keithahn, G. Q. 
Ohira, J.M. 
Sheehan, J. T. 
Tamashiro., Otomatsu 
Yogi, Yukio 
Nakayoshi, R,yoko 
Tamanaha, Rikken 
Juchin, ·Maekawa 

-Cho Syo, Sakamoto 
Arashiro,. Risei 
Nakama, Kai11ei 

L/Col 
Hajor 
Majo~ 
Captain 
s/s~ 
S/Sgt 
DAC 
DAC 
DAC 
Mayor 
Deputy Chief 
Supt 
Asst Inspt 

2. A swnmary of the meeting is as follows: 

6313 ABt.e n/o 
6313 OPRON 
6313 OPRON 
Hq, 313 ADIV 
6313 APRON 
5313 OPRON 
USCAR PSD 
USCAR PSD 
USCAR Land Dept 
le-Son 
Police GRI 
Toguchi Dist Police Stn 
Toguchi Dist Police Stn 

a. Colonel Stanton stated that the meeting was called for two 
purposes: one, to establish a means of cont'rolling the collection of 
scrap which would .insure that the collectors are not on a hot range; 
two, to receive some assurance that the theft of goyenunent property 
on the range will be curtai.led. Apprehension and prosecution of the 
offenders was re·quested. 

b. The minutes of the 25 January 195.7 and 1 July 1957 meetings 
were reviewed. It was· pointed out that these same problems were 

.discussed at that time. Further, that the Air Force had taken -the 
position that it would contract for scrap collection if an adequate 
solution was not achievedo 

. ' ~ . . 1.5~ j 
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c. The people of Ie Shima continue to disregard all warnings 
to keep off of the range when it is in. use. Paragraph 1 of the 
attached letter from Colonel DaRussy was read to the conferees 
emphasizing the interference which · these scrap collectors are creating 
with training missions. 

d. It was brought out that range personnel warn collectors one 
hour prior to firing or bombing by the use of a vehicle with siren 
and running up the red flags on the towers. Aleo that the Air Force has . 
several times in the past two years furnished the Mayor with hand-bills 
for distributio·n to the people describing these wanting signals. The 
Mayor stated the collectors disregard these warnings. It was ·rurther 
stated by the Mayor that he has informed all his people over the 

-island's loudspeaker system that if they enter the range at the improper 
time and are apprehended they will- be prosecuted by the law. The 
collectors are on the range during bombing to mark where the bombs 
fall. If they place their mark on the bomb first, it is then reserved 
for their later salvage. Th¢y are also .on the range when firing is being 
conducted to pick up shell c·ases. Competition is keen because of salvage 
value. It was brought out by the Mayor that the Okinawan people have a 
different outlook than the Americans on reimbursements and indemnities . 
for use of their land. He stated that although tney are being paid rent 
and in some cases allowed to fann a portion of the range, they still 
feel the land is theirs and they should not - be restricted from marking 
the bombs as they fall and/or picking up brass shell cases. He further 
stated that every time he ·_ brought this problem to them, they _stated that 
if the Air Force doesn't like their being on the -range to · close the range 
and give them their land back. He further mentioned two specific 
instances where bombs have fallen off the range and stated his people 
use this as arguments for closing of the range~ 

e. Captain McCluskey stated . that the Air Force did not object 
to the collection of ·scrap but that we d9 require that the scrap col
lectors remain clear of the range while it . is "hot n. He 'rurthe·r stated 
that this was necessary for the safety of the collectors. He suggested 
that some sort of Co-op or association be formed, thereby making it 
unnecessary-· for the collectors :to compete with one another. It waa 
pointed out that a distinct advantage to this system would be that any 
person not a member of the Co-op who has scrap in .his possession could be 
prosecuted. All members of the Co-op would tend to police their own 
villages to prevent their neighbors from stealing off the range. Distinctive 
membership. cards could be issued to Co-op members, and they would be 

· authorized unrestricted salvage on the range when it was closed. Further, 
that scrap procuring agencies would only be authorized to procure froot 
Go-op thru closing outlets to any non-member. 

f. The. Mayor of Ie · Shima !itated that he had approached the village 
officials on. the island with the same. type proposal. The village 
officials had agreed; however, -they were . unable · to sell this to the 
people · 
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g. The subJect of apprehension and prosecutio11 of range violators 
was discussed. The police officials stated that it is difficult to 
prosecute violators because the accused states .that he didn't know 
that he was in an off-limits area. The police requested that a fence 
be erected. Colonel Stanton stated that the USAF would not put up a 
fence. This was tried once before and the villagers stole the fence. 
He 'stated that the USAF could clear a boundary around the range with 
a bulldozer. Inasmuch as all access routes to the range are presently 
marked with signs, it is doubtful that such a marking {bulldozer trail) 
would add much to· the identification of the range boundary. It is 
further noted that at the present ·time some Okinawans have erected 
buildings within the range limits and unrestricted access is allowed 
to some fann lands within the range boundary. This further complicates 
the problem of where is the boundary line behind which the Okinawans 
must stay when the range is open. 

h. The police stated that the USAF should place guards on the 
range. Since this is a military install.A.tion, they felt the internal 
security was an Air Force responsibility. It was pointed out to them 
that the Air Force was not attempting to achieve security on the range 
but rather to avoid injury to any Okinawan who may be on the range 
either through his own misconduct or ignorance. 

i. After much discussion, Colonel Stanton made a final -proposal; 
that the Mayor am other officials on Ie Shima work out scme workable_ 
system of controlling the scrap collectors, i.e., association or Co-op, 
which will insure that the collectors will not be on the range while 
it is 11hot 11 • He stated that if . this is done, the USAF would · allow the 
collectors unrestricted use · of the range Sundays, unless operational 
commitmen~s interfered. The Mayor and police officials agreed to take 
the propos·a1 back and attempt to come up with a workable solution. 
Fifteen days were allowed the local residents to make their decision. 
The alternate proposal being that if a workable solution was not achieved, 
the Air Force would contract for scrap collection. This would deprive 
the residents of Ie Shima of considerable incane. 

2. The second problem, _that of thievery on the range was presented as 
a cooiplete responsibility for the Okinawan police to control. Although 
the Air Force maintains point guards on the range, it cannot provide 
sufficient guards to protect all items of equiµnent. Since markers and 
targets, such as tires and trucks, have been stolen from the range, it 
is believed that ·the local _police could ·apprehend personnel with this 
equipnent in their possession. It was raquested that .they institute more 
strin~ent control in their villages ·and a~sist us in reducing the 
thiev;ry presently occurring • 

.3. It was agreed that a meeting would be held -at le Shima at 0900 hours 
on UL.Q,Q.t,.QQe.r. ... 1952, . ..,t:,o receive the proposal of ·the people relative to 
establishing_, a ·c·ooperati ve association·. 
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4. The police accompanying the party remained on Ie Shima to 
familiarize themselves with the. boundaries and signs marking the 

·range. 

ARLAND STANTON 
Lt. Colonel, USAF 
Director of Operations 

3 Atchs 
1. Ltr, 313 ADIV, Conference 
between Air Force Representatives 
and Officials of le Shima 
2. Ltr, 313 ADIV, Staff Visit to 
Ie Shima . 
3. Ltr, 313 ADIV, Control _of Ryu
kyuan Nationals at Range 178, 4 Sep 
59 
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OFFICE OF PUBLI8 I NFORMATION 
Uo S o Civil Administration of t he Ryukyu Island s 

Dr.ft I?ress · Trans l ation 
Thursday , l October 1959 

The Okinam;i. Times (evening .edition) News Article (S) 

{ti,. 

U.S. AIR FORCE HAS BITTER i..::;XPERIENCE 1trITH IRON SCRAP PICKERS 
011 . I'~J l}JA ISL AND 

No . 3801 

Mr. George Q. KEITHAHN, Deputy Direct<Jr of Public S-.fety Department of 

USCAR, and Mro YCGI, Eizo, D~ puty Ch:i.ef of Police Headquarters of GRI con

ducted an on-the-spot investigation of iron scr.p collection on the U.S. Air 

Force bombing m-,.neuver ground of Ie.i:im~ on . 30 September. Although this miil.tter 

had been at. issue f o r scme time, the situation involving illegal entry i nto 

the maneuver eround and collection of scr~p iron within the ground by 

inhabitants is becoming worse every day. The number of scrap collectors 

increased so much that these days they .re waiting f or . the plane which cornea 

for bombing maneuver and tumbling over o!le ~.nether for ~- bomb dropped by 

the plane, Such being th~ ~ca.se, th.., U.S. Air Force, which had to stop its 

maneuver several times because • of th~t, demanded control, ,.nd an on-the-spot 

investigation was carried out this ti.me. According to the report by this 

investig-.tion party, the situation of the island is unbelievably worse than 

the report by the Air Force. Because they know t hat .the bomb's powder is 

replaced with sand and does not explode, more than 10 scrap collectors run 

after the plane which is swooping down upon the target and rush to the place 

where the bomb is dropped by . the plane/ tumbling ~ver one another for the 

bomb, they said, People are collecting the · banbs at the risk of their lives, 

A round-table ccnference w.i.s held with the vilh.ge office authori ties 

.i.nd the police after an on-the-spot investiga,tion, ~nd the demand of the 

U.S. Air Force wa.s conveyed to the people present that 1) they stop b001bing 

maneuver once a week and will let the people enter into "the maneuver ground 



"' 

to collect the bombs; 2) however, it, is strictly .forbidden to enter into the 

m.m~uver ground on weekdays. 11 But they f,iled to come to a conclusion of 

this m.-.tter on that .day. 



Pr es s Translation 

Hq, 013th Air !Jiv ision 
AFO 239 

US uL ,.L 'l'iU.Y 1J U ~tYUKYUAH OF/ICIAL3 l'1EETI 
'I'O D~u. WITH H~TAL sc.~ COLLEC'fO.hS ON u -~E JJ-1A 

( The i?.yukyu Shimpo, 2 October 1959) 

According to the USCAl{, the:? officials o.f the USC.f.j{ , Air .l."orce, 

and the GR I and the mayor of Ie-shima discussed September 30 how to 

cope with metal scrap colJectors who sneak into the firing ranee on 

the island during target practices. They ·warned the people on the 

· island not to enter the firing range during the target practices. 

Lt. Col. Arland Stanton, of the 6313th Air Base i1Jing ·explained 

the policies of the Air 1;,orce on this matter at the I;iee ting that 

11 the Air .r'orce will permit the metal scrap collectors only when no 

target prac tice is going on. 11 

However, it i~ said that the scrap collectors often enter the 

.firing ranges, despite constant warnings of dan e;ers by the military 

authorities. 1 cc:ording to a r epor t by Lt. Col. _ Jtanton, they put 

up ·a banner as a warning signal when the target practice is going 

on and aiso give them warning by a siren when actual firing will takes 

place. He stated that despite these · warnings, some of them enter the 

ranges, and the Air Force intends to have some kind of deal with the 

people. If possible set up a certain time f or them s6 t hat they can 

collect metal scrap in the range without being e,xposed to· danger. 

Next. mee ting is scheduled to be held on the 14th for further -

discussion of _the matter. 

The following off icials ·attendJthe meeting: 



Major R. Bluhm, 1faj . A. G. Smith , Capt. 'rl . C. McCluskey, all of ✓ -

the 6313th Air B.rne \'ling ; Hr . George Cj . Keithahn, John Sheehan of the 

Safety Department of USCAR; Mr. T-.mashiro, the M-.yor of Ie-Sh irna; l•Ir. 

Yogi, Assist-.nt Ch i ef of Police Department of CHU; ;md Hr. Na kayoshi, 

Chief of Police of Toguchi District Police Station • 

.. 



OiT!" l C:~ 01" PUBLIC 11-J.:.•'0 1?'1.4..TIC)N 
U. S. Civi.l f~drn in i stration of th e Hyuk"Ju Isl a nds 

Dr af t Pr es~ Tr anslation 
i r i day , 2 Oc t ober 1959 

The 1fy"ukyu Sh jmpo Mews ;; r t i cle ( S) 

i?.'(fJJ( YlJAH M!D Ai'E :dCJ:~1, C't'i<' IC1i1. L 3 STUDY 
3C1U,_P CULIJEC'I' ION It~ IE SH IHA 

'1'he ofr'i cia l s , repr esen t i nr~ USCJ-.H. , t h e U. S . Air i orc.e , G:t l and 

Mayor of Ie Shi ma , me t on t he i sland on Jept ember 30 t o s t udy r.J robl ems 

created by scrap collectors who. i nfiltra t e the fi ring . r anGe during hot 

p ractic e s and warned t he people of I e Shima ~gainst en terinr:: t he i s land' s 

air-t<?::•ground .f i ring range during live ammunition prac t ices, according to 

USCAtt . 

Explaining the policy ·c f the Air fo rce , Lt. ·':ol. . Arla nd S~AHTON of 

the 6313th 1\. ir Base Wing t ol d the meeting t hat the i'-. ir lo:r-ce position 

was to "welcome scrap collect ors but only when fir j_ng exercises are not 

being held. 11 

The firing range on the isl and i s s aid to h ci. v e often been menaced 

by scr ap scavengers durine .firing p r ac t ices despi te i '. ir l or ce efforts to 

protect them. Col. STA.-lTGN r eported t ha t collector s s tHl s neak i.n to the · 

r ante even t hough wa.ming r ed flags are raised and a si r en is sounded to 

warn of impending live exercises . :!e said t h e Air J'orce wants s ome kinds 

of an agreemen t wi th tbe islanders s o tl.a t a spec ified time could ::i e set 

aside fo r the s crap hunte rs to en ter the r ~nge area in safety . rtyu .. 10Ju.an 

and American r epr esentative s are schedul ed to mee·t a eain on October 14 to 

s eek a mutually sat i s f a c t ory settlement t o this problem. 

Attend:i.ng the mee t i ng on September 30 wer e Ma . R. BLUHN , Ea j •• G. 

3f ITH and Capt. W. C. - McCl uskey of the 6513th A i r Base Wi ng; George ·Q. 

KEITHAHN and John SHER.BAN of USCJ\R; l e Shima ayor Ot omatsu TAMASHr.RO , 

GHI Deput y Chief of Pol i ce Department Yukio YOGI and Toguchi Police 
. . .! 

Chief Ryoko NAKAYOSH I _ • . 
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22S 

( Chubu Br anch) - 1\n on- the- s po t inves t i ;-Iv.tion of ~,·1r,, ty shell collectors 

a ncl peddlP.rs in the i'irin e ran? e i n ::in-3on wa s 1,ia<.le ·-.r th~ .-:.;yul-:y u.an police 

tea r·1 consisted 01~ L:eputy Chief ·y-JC..!.. ol' t he 1--oJ.j_ce ri eadquarters , .,.:'irs t _ 1-ubl.ic 

[3tation, 1 ss istant Chie f i IA Y..AY U•J:. , sub-section chief TluiI in charge of 

public peace and assistant police inspector SHD-!OJI 01 the /in Police 

Inspector's Office, in the morn:i.nf.: of a October. A co~ntermeasu-r- e ·:: c1:nciJ 

was held after the imresti1:;ation was over. Accordin c; ·to the r eport by 

asr3is_tarrt pol ice inspector SHil'lOJI a villae er. called KlliJO is collecting 

scrap as a full-time scrap collec t or a nd besides h i m villa~ers are ent ering 

:into the Off-Limit area in semi-privacy , taking advantar1 e of the· fact that · 

there are no notic e-board and f ence around i t . The e. S . i•Iarine _ Corps nade 

a representat.:,ion t o t he :fy-uky uan J·ol i ce to con t ro1 t ':l e ar8a, but t he U. S . 

mil:Ltar_F authori t ies ha ve not tried t o en.force a control over th i s railita. r-y -

w:;ed l a nd and a re al lowi n;: villagers to entAr into the bff'-l i mit a r e~ , h e 

s a id. 

In re.:.erence to -su ch a state oi 2ffa i rs , the _(yuk.)uan - olice a r~ _taldng 

the pos :Ltion i.,hat the fi r ine ran f" e should b e controll ed by t , 'B U. " , d.litc.ry , 

and it is ·Lmreasonable f or the f-tyu.1-:yuan olice to enforce 2. cont:!'ol over 

th i s area . 



at-U tude: o .!.' t he vjJ_l8 ge off ice autrnri tie s . 

the t.irn.<-: of p re..c t ice . 



Priday , 6 January 19 56 

h II,J.Tlu{Y . ViJ\JfiZ UV i:;1,_ CAUdJ',S DAi·ii l iB ' : 
BIG!IT li'A1HL11~.:> IN KIH V H,LJ\C~t WA-~T 1'0 ·:•tUV1~ 2 . ( Okinawa Times) y' . 

Ln incident took place in I gei-ku of 1U.n Son in wh:Lch a. ch U d was 
f.ilif)1tly injured by a bullet dur:i.ng a rnilitary maneuv er·. R S a r uLJuJ.t , 
eight familie s decided t o move to ano ther area \ ;i th the reason that they 
could not le.ad a p eaceful life. On the 5th, l"'.ayor Okurna, ;-:r • .Shinzo 
Ikehara, and ·sub-Village :!ead of Ir,ei-ku v isited t r1e Le[ al Affairs :Jepart
rnent of rnn and. pet:i.ti oned for assistance i n movine t11e fap1 i1ies. According 
to 1-lr . Ikehara, bulle ts have lodged in trees around his house and the 
villc1.gers are :i.n constant f ear whenever a maneuver :Ls conducted. 1-:oreove r , 
the villagers concerned came to ~m unanimous a greement tha t ·they would r.1ovc 
before any mishap took place . 

}Ji.rec tor 1-.ialdya of the I nte rnal Affairs Departmu it and ; '1c!.yor Ukurna 
visj_tecl USCAH. to report the circumstance~/ but were told that consideration 
would be made upon receipt of a written pe t i tion i ndicatin1.; the ass istance 
required in moving the famil ies. 
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I 

1. ccord:i.111~ to the repo r t r ec ei ved b:r _ t he iJo l :Lce ieadquarters on t he 

9th from the I shikawa 1' 01. ice Stat{on , there again a rose the cornriiot i on 

over stray bulle ts at Af uso Y.u , Onna Son which i s loca lly known·as 

Takenaharu . 

,tt about 0 a . m. on t h e 5rd , USGU .::iUiU Ansei ( 45 years ol d ) , head of 

'l'akebaru Ku , Aza Kise, i.J nna '.)on witnessed t!le s t ray bulle t , 1-;hil e walking 

· at Ta kenabaru a rect . !--I e said tha t no soone r had he hea r d t hr~ s ound of bullet 

come fly-in ?, than he saw it explose and crea te hol d about 1 ·meter in d iamete r 

at the spot 20 met ers ahead i1i t h t er r i fic sound . 

---· ····· :Like the one that fell wi th in· P.f uso Ku , on l 7tn ( . .; e·9tember J , t he above 

stray bullet seems to have co 1,1c f r om the shooting ran r~e at' around Igei Ku , 

.:< in Son . The Fu inhabitants ar•j said to be s t .-ron r;l y a ppeaiinr the measure 

a gainst such s tray bull ets , saying tho.t if they happen to fa11 in the densely 

populated res identi.al area , irrevocable r~sul ts will b e crec:l. ted . 
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E J ll-J\ ISLANDSicS AP1--'2AL ' ··o Il'iV.:3i' IGi\.TION 
PAHTY I TO r?J.~TUH.N T:-f8IH LAHD 1 

No~ 3866 

( By Heporter HIGA on Iejima; The non-Governmental Investigation 

Party on the I e,jima Explosion Incident, composed of' the representatives 

of five organizations such as the OTA, Okinawa Youth Council, Na kagami

Gun Youth Council, Government Employees' Unions ·council and People's 

Party at 9 a.m. _on the 5th conducted an on-the-spot investiga tion of the 

shooting range, the scene ·where the explosion took place, state of 

collection of scrap iron, and visited the homes of bereaved families to 

console them~and then attended the roqnd-table conference with 50 Maja 

sub villagers at the civic hall.-

The shooting range, located at the western side of Iej ima has the 

acrear,e of · l.3 million tsubo (~- tsubo eq. 36 sq. ft.) centering around 

former Maj a sub-village area and notice-boards, saying, "Shooting iiahge; 

Off Limits II are put up every-where. By obtaining t he permission of the 

signal corps · E.he OIC of the Air .force .leceiver Sit~_?, the party inspected 

within the sho.oting range . Except for :the roads crisscrossing, t he range 

area is overgrovm with weeds, with Australian pine-trees felled and big 

holes created here and t here d~e to practice bombing . S0 1e of t hese holes 

are about 10 meters _deep. The cartridges p f bullets of machine-guns · are 

also seen here and there. The sub-villagers appealed their fear to the 

investigati~n party members, sayin~ that these bullets that ought ·to be 

fired in the range are so netimes dropped on the sub-village. They s~id 

that they (bullets) are d~opped not only in the military-requisitioned-



-i 

land area. such as Maja and lhshhaki. sub-villages ( fanning there is 

tacitly allowed) where the sub-villagers built ,Lconcret~7block buil<iinr:s , 

but also i.n the distant sub-villages on non-military requisitioned land . 

It was in July that a large bonb fell into the pond located near the 

Nishimae sub-village. 

The sub-villagers complained (to the investigating party ) th&.t they 

could not make a livin~ on what th -:; small, hardened soil yields with fear 

(for drop of bomb) scaring them every day and they can earn only 50 or 60¢ 

by collecting scrap ~ron at best. They pointed out that such privation as 

above was the result of their fertile land havi.nc been requis itioned by the 

U. S. military and that t»e U .-:3. miJ.itary should na. tu rally pay 'the compensa

tion to HIGA Hyotoku and I 3EIKA WA. Seikan 1-rh o were killed by the recent 

explosion and strongly appealed the return of their land so that . such 

troubles would never recur hereafter. 

State..-rnent of the Investigation . Party: "The results of i nvestigation 

will be reported at the meeting of the Penal Code· Counter- measure Council 

organized by 19 organizations and the conclusion will be d r avm and peti

tioning policy decided in that meeting . In our opinion, this i s a big 

problem. Though it is sa id that thE:: land problem was solved, it is still 

lingering here in such a way . This is a p roblem connec-ted not only with 

Henoko but with all of Okinawa. It is nc cess~ry to save thes$ people who· 

were victimized by the military, if not directly . Probably the results 

of our reports will lead to the start of operation of the · ' Association 

for Protection of Human Ri r,hts and Properties ' which is now under 

preparation. 

2 
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"TOO u.,~NGi~Hc\U:-3 11 APPEALS 'TH~ Vi O?L~'. OH IB- 0i:m!A 
TO I ·,l\J ,~ST :Oid ' ION TtAH 

( The !tyukyu 3himpo, 6 October 19 59) 

IE- '.::MP.'1A ( rtepo r t,~d by i·1origuchi)--iivd TiL(;mbers __ QL...the inve s tiga-
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tion team f or the Com ,·1ensations for the lh J.i t ary Leased Land on le -:.:;hima , 

formed by the members of s:i.x civil orranizations, Okinawa Teachers' 

Association, Okinawa Youth Association, J. ssociation for l'rohibit i on of · 

A tornic and Hydrogen Bombs, lfakagami District Youth Association, Lia son 

Co mmittee for the P rotection of Democracy , and Governr1ent Horkers 1 Enion, 

arrived on the island on October 4. Accompanied by .former municipal 

assernblyn1en Shokei L§'hoko1_7Ahagon and present assemblymen Choh.'llr"IJO · 0 rasaki, 

the team called at the Ie-shima municj_pal office, and vUlages of -J·laza and 

Nishizaki in a trimobile on Octobe.r 5 and inves tigated the varfous problems 

confronted b:r the islander where the firine range~ is located • 

. r"irst, the team cabled at the Ie-shima · munic i pal office a nd heard 

from the assistant mayor Nakama o f the vc.1rious problems conf r onted by 

the people. 'rhe assista11t mayor revealed that ( 1) the target practice 

over ·the villages is too furious to see. I t int erferes with classes 

at school, and occasionally aircraft drop live bombs not more than 

:30 feet away from houses and people are exposed to great dangers; (2) 

· all vilJ.agers are opposed to t he contract to l ease thei r lands, which 

is beinf pr---essed- by- the n . 3 . milita:rJ authorities. If t hey sign the 

contract, the islanders will lose their farm lands and will not be able 

to make their 1 i vings. 



Aft e r the hearing, the ·team investi gated f ormer ,•~aza vHla6e now 

bein8 used as ·the firin g r ange~ Tl1ey· pa i d a visit to 'l'sune Ish i kawa ' s 

home . i•. r s . Ish ikawa I s husband was killed w':ten a bomb exr.Jloded while 

he was dismantlinf H in the afternoon of September 6 . Ifrs. Ishikawa 

had been married a year and has an e ieht-month old· child. She has b een 

at a loss since she lost her husband. The team a J. so vi sited I1.y otoku 

Hi ga I s home ir1 the; evening and expressed their syrnpa thy with his family. 

ISLAND@S ARE NDl'•J IN THE D ILEMJ'.1A 

< 

lli-SHD1A--'l'he investigation team currently touring on Ie-sh ima held 

a discussion with the local people from 2 p.m. Oct. s, at the Haza v il

lage co mmunity house. Approximately 50 people, young and old , who had 

been forced out o .f.' the:ir lands attended the discuss i on and f ra&J.y ex

pressed their resentments they have been hc;trboring for the past five 

years since the acquisition of lands. They have been.demanding in 

unison the "restoration of a·peaceful and productive village" of their 

own and opposing strongly the acqui.si tion o f t he;ir lands. Particularly, 

they appealed that t hey cannot make their livings unless they collect 

empty shells and )-ive munitions and how they are exposed to danger s in 

doing so. ~specially, since two men were killed in an e~plosion, the 

people have became very critical about the target practices on the island, 

though they are in such a dilemma that they have to collect scraps ·or 

munitions fired from aircraft to the ground for their livings. 

Owing to such circumstances, the people m Haza ·village are hoping 

that their lands will be released so that they can produce for their own 

and tha~ they can enjoy a stabilized and pleasant living. Furthermore, they 

can . pay back · their debts in two or three years if their hopes are real.ized. 

2 
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IB-SHI11A AND HIL I TAfiY LEASED LAND 
( Ii'DlST OF THE SERIES APPEARED IN 1'HE OK:il'-IAWA TIMES OC'£ 8, .1959) 

THE SCRAP THAT HAS EXPLODED 
CLAIMS Cq(PFl'lSATION BRING THE MATTE~ TO THE FORE AGAIN 

RYUKYUAN mVESTIGATION TEAM INVES'l'IGATES 

About 10 a.m. September 5, Rotoku Higa, 38, and Seikan Ishikawa, 

28, both of Maza v·illage, Ie-shima were killed in an explosion while 

they were breaking up a bomb they found jn the nearby firing range. 

They found the bomb 4 or . five days before the explosion occur

red. The bomb, which the villagers call 250 pounders, are as big as 

a jet fuel tank. Half of this type of bomb is filled with cement and 

the rest with sa~d. It was told that they pounded the bomb with a 

jack hammer to get rid of the cement when it exploded with a roar. 

Ishikawa is . surv1ved by his 20 year old wife and a nine months 

old girl, Keiko, while Higa was survived by his 38 year old wife, five 

children and father who is blind·. Both Hisses Higa and Ishikawa ex

plain that the deaths of their ·husbands are attributable to the requisi

tion of their lands for military use, and they claimed compensation ror 

their death. 

With their petitions, the head of J,Jaza village, Seitatsu Ishikawa, 

and the representatives of the owners of militaFIJ leased land, Shoken 

Ahagon, _Chokuryo Urasaki and Se~en Ishikawa, called at the GHI and the 

· USCAH on September 29 . And once again the name o r" the village Haza has 

come to the fore. 



* 

It was the villager s of 1viaza that sent a group of people to Haha 
\ 

and planted thems elves down in protest a gains t compulsory expropriation 

of lands that took place in I sa village, Ginowan-son, in Nar ch, 1955. 

On the island, they made such a strenuous resistance that they were 

arrested and were tried in the mil i tary court for bloc?ing the U. S. 

military personnel. 

I t seemed that the military land probl_ems had settled do"\-m, and 

at. same time the name of Haza village was almost -forgotten. Howeve r, 

J with the explosion that occurred recently life in the village has come 
~ 

to attract public attention once a gain. I t may be incomprehensible 

for the military authorities to demand compensation for two men killed 
-· 

in an explosion of a scrap which was brought home from the firing ranges 

wh ere t he local people are not authorized to enter. 

The officials of USCAR together with the officials of GrtI Police 

Department · immediately set out to investigate the case. 'I'hey reveale~ 

the rampant activities of scrap scaveneers and they off icially announced 

t ha t the scrap scaveneers are hindrance to the target practices and hinted 

that deaths caused by an explosion were brought about by suicidal acts. 

On the other hand, 19 civic organi zations, includ_ing pol i tical parties, 

teachers associatj.on, government workers union, l ocal labor unions, which 

has organi zed Liaison committee for the Penal Code Counter - 1--'ieasure, have 

al so taken up the case and formed an investigation t eam fo r the investiga

tion of the case. 

The t eam will r eport t heir f i ndings at the committee ·meeting, and . 

i t s eems that t h ey have already decided -~ conduct a move~ nt to ask for 

compensation. 



n 

The _placard. which they took back with them when they pulled out 

of t he station which they established in front the GRI in protest 

against the military- land r c~ qu isition progra m in 1-Jarch , 1955 said as 

follows: 

" It seems to us that the matter is taking a turn fo r the better. 

We will pull out o f our station establish r~ cJ. in front of the GRI for the 

time being to go back to t he island . We will find our own ways for 

li.ving. tie will farm on even a little space available on road sides. 

However, bombs are being dropped on our lands and it is just like a war is 

~oing on. And we may have to fa r m on such _daneer areas . Leaving the 

sett.lernent o f the claims in the f uture, -we will pull out of our station 

over he re. But it does not m_ean we gave up or our movement has ended. 

it'3al movement will b e cond lc t ed in t he future. 11 

The placard is smoke blackened now. It ·still hangs in the Maza 

village community howw . I t seems t hat the placard explains how the . 

v:iJ.lagers feel about their own situation. 'l'he claims compensations 

might have s omethinr; to do with s uch feelings of the villagers. 

i) 
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The Okinawa Times, 7 October 1959 

PROBLE;M OF MILITARY rnASSD LAND STILL REHAINS UNSOLVED AT MAJA VILLAGE, 
lE-SHil'iA 

With the compens-.tion ch:iras for two men killed in an explosion 

of a bomb which they had collected as scrap, the island of Ie-Sh:i.rna has 

once again invited public attention. 

From October 4th through the 6th, a Ryukyuan investigation team, 

f onned by six organizations--the Okinawa T~achers' A~sociation, Okinaw-._ 

Youth Association, Na.kagami Youth Association, Gov~rnment Workers' Union, 

Okinawa People's Party--made an on-the-spot_ investigation on the i$hnd. 

Farmers are still c~lling for the rele.se of their lands as they were 

four or five yea.rs ago. It is said that the land problems h~ve been 
I 

settled, but it still rema...i.ns unsolved in le-Shima. 

le-Shima has an area of 5,184.36 acres with • popuh.tion of 6,859. 

3,390.Jh •. cres, which is equivalent to 63 per cent of the total area, are 

military le.ased land. Of these, 219.95 acres are pl..ced off limits, and 

the islanders are ·permitted to fann on the remaining 3,096.27 acres, on 

which they grow ·s,\feet potatoes and sugar c~.ne • . · A total of 520 families, 

including Maj.i. and Nishiz-.ki villages, are living in the.se areas. 

A total of seventy-thre"'! f-milies of lfaja Village are living in the 

military-leased lands. These families thronged to the GR.I three ye.rs 

ago, when acquisition of lands was taking place, and sa.t down in front of 

0 



the GRI buildi ng in protest. They are s till c~.rryin_g the S '1!1e spirit 

these diJ.ys , as is being manifested in their resist2_nce to the acquisition 

of 11black .nd fertile land s of their own, 11 to which they .are still holding 

.i.n ardent att.chrnent. 

Approximately 1,060.09 acres of land used -.s the firing range were 

enclosed by a fence, outside of which they built their homes. The 

entire fence h •. s disappeared; for, i t is said, the pecple of H~ja Village 

removed it for scrap. 

The military authorities put up -. sign which re •. d, "Firing Range-

Kee p Out. 11 The villagers pulled down the sign and put up their own sign 

which reads, 11Keep Out, ~xcept for l.md owners, 11 in its ph.ce. It is said 

that villagers have had disputes with JO soldiers assigned t o a corrimuni

cation unit on the island t:une and again ever since. They have houses of 

thatched roofs, but for the walls they used concrete blocks. The villagers 

s.dd that they built their homes with loaned mon,Jy in order to show their 

intention that they will never leave their village, 

'I'he villagers of Maja are -.lso rec~iving p-.ym~nts fo r t he l.md 

leased to the U.S. Forces. Th~y don I t call the money they receive 

r ental payments but call it compensation for their 1-nds. The filiu._ly 

of 11A11 r e ceives $200 2.nnua.lly f or 32.12 acres of land . Ryotoku Hi g.i .. , 

who was killed in an explosion, received $75 annually for 4. 24 ac r es of 
' 

his land. The amount was not enough to support his _f amily of six, hi~ 

wife, children, -,nd blind f.i.ther. The f.mily cle.t.red a bit of l,nd on the 

government-owned land by removing rocks and grew sweet potatoes. Somehow, 

the villagers managed to feed their own families, but they cou l d not 

afford to s end their kids to school. They needed cash incomeo That is 
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\:rhy they h.-.ve started collecting s crap , 

Usually · from 60 to 80 villagers are hiding in the bu she s in t he · 

firing ranges t o W<i.i t f or aircraf t. :1fuen ;;,r1 ai'r cr~.ft appr oach e s cl.nd 

drops a borr.b, t hey all ru :3h out a.t o!1ce. The b omb di gs i nto the g round 

approxim-.t~J.y 10 feet, since the ground is soft. It takes f our v l llage r s 

three days to _dig it out, 

About 1-1/J lbs. of scrap are worth 1 cent, Bigger bombs v:ei g h 

around 266 lbs. It is sa.i.d that some vill~.gers a r~ n sentf-ul ::; f the 

· explosion which occurred recently, saying it was done purposely by the 

U.S. military, 

U.S. military authorities ha.ve discussed with chrilian police 

authorities in regard to t his matter. As a result, the military .rnthor

ities notified thf! vi}).ager-s that they will p~rrnit the people to collect 

scra.p and engage in f a.nning on the leased lands, except during the target 

practice. The villagers retort that even if the military authorities 

do pennit them to fann within the r.mge, they- will h ave nothing to yield. 

Presently there is not · « single f~ily · who hRs a farrn in the range. Up 

to, this date, every vilh,ger sets out to work on h i s farm within the 

range, raising i. banner, but two years· ago their s ugar cane fields we :re 

set afire by spraying gasoline, and their crops were ruined one -,fte r 

another. Last month, a pe.inut field was ruined, and t hat was the last 

fann the villagers had in the range. There were also, it is said, dis

putes among the people in le-Shima. themselves. There_ are not a few people 

who pay no attentfon to the villagers of Ma.ja. who are calling for the 

release of their lands, These people are the owners of militar,J lands 

outside of the range, Their lands are leased t _o the milita.ry, bl,!t they 

receive rental payments every year and, in addition to it, they are 



permitted to farm there. 

The villagers of M.i.,j.i. "re trying every W.iY possible to ·get help 

from these people. They .-i.r _e saying, 110nce you ha.ve contracted the · 

lease, you will not be pennitt.ed to farm there." 
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Tffi~Y NEt:D MONEY AHD JUST HII.N '! '0-v-JfillD SHELLS 

(The Ryukyu _Shimpo, 8 October 1959) 
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"During the w&r we ran away from shells; now we run toward the target 

when aircraft drop them, 11 said the villagers in fJtaza. They run toward 

bomb when practice bombs that- look like a match stick from far away fall 

to the ground. 

Some villager even rush to the target before it hits the ground 

and are injured critically by the blasts. It is a risky job. However, 

the villagers say that they don't want to risk their lives in doing so, 

_but t hey want lll!tal scrap that can be sold for l cent in cash per 1-1/3 lbs. 

In 195~, the islanders were deprived of 63 ~rcent .of' their · l and in 

a compulsory requisition of l ands that took place on Okinawa. The villagers 

of Maza were forced to give up their "bJ..ack soil 11 and moved out of their 

village. The "black soil•• is being · used as a firing range and rains of 

shells ranges from machine gun bullets to 250-lb bombs. There are shell 

holes--small and big--in the range. · The biggest holes are .6 .feet in. dia

meter and 15 feet deep. It takes three days for three big iren to dig up 

shells_, which can be sold for $2 each. This is the same type of shells 

which killed Higa and Ishikawa last September. 

"Usually t he shell. contains cerrent and sand. Since September 80111! 

of them contain TNT instead of sands and cement. · I think .it was done to 

make a threat aga,inst the villagers. At any rate, i ·t is too cruel", ·t he 



I< 

men in the village said regrettably. A housewife in her forties said: 

11 Up until now when my 1' amily gathered at home at night, they talked about 

how much sugar cane and potatoes they had harvested during the day. Now 

they talk about how many shells they have collected and where they can 

find the most of t11em. And they feel greatly relieved to see each other 

being safe," she cried as soon as she told so. 

The size of the island is about 5400 acres and has a population of 

6,859. Seventy-nine frunil i es of Haza village have determined not to leave 

where they are now living, so they built their homes in permanent style 
:f . 

-... with cement blocks. 'l'he firing range was enclosed by a fence. But the 

I 

i 
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villagers have torn it down for scraps. What crune the next was 11 sign 

altercation". When military authorities put up ''Off Limits" sign, the 

villagers removed then and instead they put up their own, "Of'f Limits, 

except land owners". It w~ like a competition. "Black Soil 11 is their 

sources of livelihood and they showed their maximum resistance to the 

requisition. 

nor the 1-1/2 acres of land I own, 3/4 acres have been requisitioned 

compulsorily. On the remaining 3/4 we are permitted to fa..ry,i, on which we 

can yeild $300 of ~rops annually and earn an additional _~200 more by 

raising family stocks to support my family. I have two -sons. When they 

grow up, I shall have to give them land. But I don't know whether ·1 can 

do it or not. Owing t,o the blast of jet planes and low flying bombers, 

sµcty percent of hogs we raise miscarried. Horses in the pasture are so 

scared that tbey run away. It takes one full day f or villagers to catch 
D 

them. or course, we have not received rental payments, 11 sai d municipal. 

assemblyman Henzan angrily. 



'fhe local people do not call payment for the land requisitioned 

conpulsorily in 1955 "rental paYl!lent". Instead, they call it "compen

sation". 'rhe compensations, i n other words, rental payments, are too 

small. For an example, about 1 acre of J.and mmed by SeDrn Furugari, 40, 

was requisitioned. Tt1e annual rental payment amounts to $12~18. If he 

grows sugar cane on tile same i'arm, the annual yield will be $ll7. And 

in the_case of .Sataro Chinen, 2,880 square feet of his farm has been 

requisitioned. Annua.l payrrient for 36 square feet is 2 cents and total 

-1·-
' annua..L payment is $1.60. If' he grows potatoes or peanuts on the same 

fann he could earn $18 annually. 'rhe rental payment is iess than one-

tenth of the a.mount which would be earned otherwise. According to a re

port prepared by the municipal office, the rental payment is 1/18 on 

the average, and in the case of uncultivated 1ands or -woodlands th~ amount 

is -1/200. being paid sucn cheap rentfl l payments and, moreover, compelled· 

to live on the island in danger, the people are now 11 '.in the heat of rage." 

\vhenever villagers hear bell rings, even old ladies in their eighties rush 

to the community house with the aid of walking sticks and talk about the 

land problems very earnestly. On the 24th of last ::>eptemoer, about_ 3/4 

acr~ of the .farm owned by Kosen_ 1''urueen was ruined by a bulldozer before . 

he lmew about it. Also a ·peanut farm of 1/10 acre owned by Hamada Chinen 

was enti rely ruined. The peanuts wer e about to harvest. Eight months 

after he planted the pe~uts, he went to harvest them and found his crops 

had entirely disappeared. ''Why do they- have to press on us so much?" an 

old lady pounded on the floor twice with tears in her eyes. 
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"ARDENT AT1'ACHdENT TO 'l'HE IR LAHDS 11 

· REN'i.'AL PAYMENTS Mm T,JO SJiiALL 
APPEAL l'-1A'.lJ\ VILLA GERS 

(The Ok inawa T.imes, i2 October 1959) · 

11 \1/hat makes the v iJ_la gers of i•Jaza, show such a firm front? _ On what 

ground do they r esist so strenuously as they are now?" These quest.ions 

were a riddJ.e for the fact finding team until they got . to the .island. 

Choku.ryo Urasaki, a villager of ;,:a. za who accompanied th e team to 

the village , vicUms 1 · home and the firing range, picked· up a ha ndf'ul 

of black son that had peen loosened by the blasts of bombs and said, 

111-iy farm was around here." And then he took a smell at it longingly. 

On the slightly rolling land covered with 1,re-~ds were big holes 

her e and there . The smells of loosened soil and weeds filled the· air 

around. From there were heard tbe roar of the sea. An old light house on_ 

the west side of the island was also ·seen. 

i\.ccording to Urasaki , he ovmed about l i · acres o f farm there. He 

was well off. He said the farm was purchased afte r selling two of _his 

older bro_thers to a ccal mine and is no·H used as the fjring range. He 

receives e11s a y ear from the U. S • . military as r ental pa.y-rnent . He said 

th~ a mount is not, small as rental . payment for farms _, but it is not enough 

to support his faBily. 

All ·villagers ·in · Maza said the sair1e thing jus t lfre Urasaki said. 

The_ :i...rwestigation team held a discussion meeting at the village comr unity 

s 



( 

house after the co111pletion of on the spot investigation. Liter ally , 

more t han fifty vi.llagers--young and old-- attended the rneeting . They 

said angril y , 11 what ·wil l remain there i f farmers a.re deprived of thei r 

l ands'? It mean~ to u s eit her beE or die, does not it? 11 The villaeers 

said at the meetinr,; as the fol lows: 

RYO I CHI i-IEN ZAN, 30 : ir r hav e only 1. 6 acre of l and . I bought this 

land from rrry relat ive not long a go. You can hardly buy farnis in a farm-

ing clist,rict, 'b_Qcause a fai~rne r can not l i v e i f he sells his f arrn . There-

f ore , we cannot b·uy it unless ovmer needs cash due to sorne mis fortune. 

One half of my land has been requisitioned for inilitar"J use. 1 · receive 

,i-68 as rental pay ment. I take .ca r e o f ·th e r emaining 0.9 acre t o sup-port 

my family o f five. I earn about $300 a year. In addition to f arm.ine , I 

eam a total of ~t,SOO a year by raising cows and ho gs. I can raise two 

\ irn~s .as many hogs as I am raising right, now if the land is retur ned . 

I am worrying about what would. become of us if the r emainm g land is 

r equis_itioned. 'They might say the rental payments are not s rnall, because 

most of our lands are registered as uncuJ.tivated l ands or wood lands. I f 

we got land we w:ill be able to support ourselves . That is why we do· not 

want to contract l eas·e of our lands . 11 

SEB O FURUGEH, 40: "About 1 acre of my land has been requisitioned 

as t he firing range. I am gettine ~~12.12 annual rental pa.~nnent for it. 

I used to grow sugar cane s t here . Of course, I also g rew potatoes be

tween seaso~1s. I t us ed to yield about 13 barrels of _ sugar, t hrou gh. The .r 

pr:ice o.f one barrel of sugar i s. $9e and the annual total will be $117. 

?12.12 oi' annual rental payment amounts to 1/10 of' wha t I would earn 

yearly oth erwise.. Do you call this j ust. r e-ntal payment? 11 

\ 

·"' 



Hi fru1J)A (J-!I\fEN , 60 : ·"There is no worse liar than the U. ·-3 . m:i.li tary 

authorities. i,11 islanders a re about t o b e cheaLed . Once our v.ilJ.aEe 

11ead r ead us a letter f'row the i-nilitary authorities. I knc-w it was a 

l ie J then . They sa i d t hat t he scrap scavengers are a h indrance to -t.1-:ie 

tar~et p ractices and t o ld u s not t u en t er the ranges. Instead they said 

th,=::y would perm:i.t us to collect scrap and farrn in other specific hours . 

T!-le,v told us the sawe story before . I gr ew about 0 .1 acre of !)eanuts · 

once in the farm I 011m in the firing ranges . All o.f rfly peanuts we·ce 

ruined last month . I t was about ti111e to harvest, bys ides. 11 

SAT!dO CH INEi·l , 43: · 11The cases o i.~ miscarriage a ,none mother hogs are 

on the increase . - Accordine to a n investigation, s :Lxty pe rcent of' the 

ho gs have failed. · ogs l i.ve in d ixt,,r places but their nerves are very deli

cate . It was due to the blasts -o :' low flyine.; aircrafts . 3e cannot live 

under s uch circumstances . There is no place for us to go other than here. 

The r.mnic ipal assembly has voted to .resettle us on ":)Ublic land . Ie-shima 

1vill be no more if the military should requisit:i.on the whole isl.and . The 

requisition of 63 percent o f the entire -lands leaves us only 1/3 of acre 

of land per per son, including grave yards a11d coastal areas . I t rneans 

"no more ie-sldJna .• 11 
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IT TI12'LU1JiCj;S Ci LCLDfo1,i'! ' S ATTA lNi·i, ,LT AT SCPUOI. 

( 'ihe 0kinawa ? .. :-11i1.::s , 11 Cctober 1 35-0 ) 

The nH i tary autho r ities esti ma te that there are f rom 70 t o 80 

peopl e _ in t he firing ran ge to collect scrap. The villaeers o f Haz_a 

also said t hat there ar e at one time a good 60 peopl e in the range . 

'i'he ntm1ber· w:iJ..1 increase before B a .m. a nd afte r 6 p.rr. . when t he tarcet 

prac t i ces are no t takin c-1. plac,3 frequently . Hoi.-rever , it i s said that 

they can c:oll(-!Ct rr .. o r e scrap c ur i.nf th i.'3 day time when t he tar e:et prac-

t:Lces are condu cted more f r equen t l y t han any o ther tiJne . The r e fore , 

the scrap s cavengers hide t he11is elves wait int; in bushes and rush to thF.l 

t a r ee t when bombs are dropped . They are used to such a risky job. 

tntJe feel as i 1 we caught a whal e when we get a 250 pounde r , 11 ·said 

yj_lla. gers laughine . 'i'he f:i.rs t man who gets to the target where the 

bombs are dropp ed wi ll have them. He l eaves a s i 6rn on wh ich he has 

signed his name and l eaves it with the b ombs t o declare h i s ownersh i p . 

Soon, two. or three men p,et1 t oeet her. T 1ey dig tnem up and haul them 

away on a horse cart . 

Sue~ a way o f l i ving by grovm-up y illagcr-s has exerted a b ad 

i nfluence upon their _ch ildr en befo r e tb·ey ,-;er e aware of i t. 

Awa re of the · f a.c t that .any childr en a r e sneak ing into the r;-;.n e es 

a.fter s chool or on ·unda• -s , the military autnorities issued a warning 



-'!P~ 
. ·1_ t.o s chool au tho :r i ties and heads ot tlv~' v ill aees thn 1u1:h the munic ipal 

( 

office. 

111tie know i t ,~is ~ot a proper t hing f or the ch Hdre n t o do. ·. Ev e r ; 

parent docs not wish his chil dren t o go to t hese dange rous pl aces. We 

often tell th em not t o go t o tb e range , but we cannot stop them. 

11We cannot a f ford to buy t hem school acces sories and things they 

r eally need . They go to the ranee without telling their parents and 

s ell scrap t hey collected to buy th i ngs t hey nef:d, 11 said Ish ikawa, a 

villager. 

Th e results are shown in t heir school works. There are two primary 

schools on the island, one in the Eas t and the other in the \fos t. The 

Nishi primar'J school authority revealed that the results of t he school 

tests have shown that the pupils :i.n Nishi primary schno1 a re f r orn 3 to 

· 5 points lowe r than that of the Hi gashi fo r t h e past two or t hr e e -years. 

The Nish i primary school is located near the fir:in g ranges, to which the 

ch ildren of i•iaza and Nish.izaki wHl go to colle c t scraps. 

People are being worri.ed about the scrap collecting by the school 

children. At last .ther e occurred an accident. On the 26th of Sept'ernber, 

Ka.nzo Uema, 6th grader of Nishi primary school, was shot t hrough his 

right ieg . \fobody knows how he learned about what t h e grown-ups are 

doing. The boy rushed to the target as low flyin g aj_~craft a pproach ed 

firing machine guns. i<"'o r tunately, it was not a bullet but was an empty 

shell that hit his l e g . His wound was not serious. rlut he still suffers 

froin dif fi cul t'.f i n walking . 



The boy is a.dopted by an o+der step b rother., ;jhinyu liema . · hr . Uema 

said sorrowfully as to t he a ccident: 11 It was ?r(Y faul t , because I <rould 

not afford to buy him school text bookso l"'-- have told hi.Ill no t to go to 

tlrn range . Previously, he broke my b icycle. Jle was afra i d of being 

scolded about it, so he went _to the range · t o collect scra p th e n got 

the bicycle r epaired with the money he earned. I suppose he knew what 

he could do 1w collectinr, scrap since that time . I am physically not 

good . I have 6 ch ildren. Oldest one is ten- year old . I just could 

not take r,ood care o .i.' t he b oy, 11 he lamented . 

fi r . Uema is said to be the most unfortunate man on l e - shim.a, wnere 

t h ere a re many others who are sufferine from the land probleJ11s and the 

LCT jncidenL He has lost his one of t oes and moreover he also lost his 

hearing by an expl osion d.urine t he last war and is as good as rleaf . At 

the change. of . clirna-tes, he said, he · still f eel s a · pa.in in h:::..s foot . 

:Jra gg in~ his foot , he ~·arms on 1 acre of land he owns in the "connivance 

farm areas" t o support his 37 year old wife and six children and the boy. 

His p resent wife i<its u e is his fourth wife . Hi s firs t wife died during . 
~ 

war together with their ·seven year ol d child . His _second wife , . whom he 
~ . 

. married a.ft.e r the war, died in 194:7 when a ferry boat on which she was 

aboard collided with an A.rner ican boa t -near Sesoko Island on the way 

back to the island after the war . And h is third wife died, together 

wi th their seven months' old child, when an LCT exploded at ·the _ isl.and 

pier . 
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P,~l-Lil 31'ENT OCCUR.R.EHCE Of Ttu.GEDY CAU .SZD BY GXPLOSI\foS 

rw . :5962 

The accidents cau sed by explosives which appeared to have come t o 

an end for a while show s ie:ns of coming back of late . These acciden ts 

are caused by t he ex_plosion of ·shells picked up at the f ir:in z ~~e of 

U . . ~. forc es in I e-shima and i( in--son so t hat tJ1e pol i c e headquart1~rs now 

is inve stigatinr.; the reality or empty shell collect ion a t the two 1 iring 

ranges . 

lCcordirig to the i nvestigation conducte d by the f irs t puql ic safety 

section of the Police Headquarters , there were 1641 cases of a ccidents 

caused by expl osion involving 623 deaths and 1014 injured in t he las t 13 

years since 1946. This_. tragedy which had its oriein in. the extract ion 

of gun powder from shells found :i.n the field soon after t he end of war, 
j 

· continued to take place aga in and a gain when people a ttempted to extract 

gun powder from cannon balls durine the sudden boom caused by exportation 

of scrap iron , and accidents began to take place in th8 s ea following the 

exhaustion of scrap iron in the field, and nowadays accidents a re caused 

by shells picked up fo the firing r a nge s of the U. S. forces . The gr eatest 

nurnb8r of a c cidents was caused by the attempt to dis mantle cannon balls 

and sell them du ring t h e scrap iron b oom, numberina 273 cas e s involving 

1 34 deaths and 1 41 injured . iu-•ound the end of June , 19 57 , 30 m<.m died 

instantly i n a explosion· o f a sunken vessel off the coast of Akashima, 

Zamami-Son, Kerama. island group, and t he followine year 40 persons died 

{ii' 



instantly in the expJ.osion o f -Lh~! sunKen s hip 11V.ictoria , 11 fcana da Victor;t] 

which lies off the coast of Toya sub-villv. ee of Yontan-son . · Th8 n0zt most 

numerous are a c c idents caused by explosions follm-1ine t h e at.temp t to extract 

eun powder, nwnbcrin p; a to t al of 190 ca s es ~ These k ine's of accidents i o1lowed 

one after the othe r since iJrunediately aft er the end of t-ra r until around 19 :A , 

•. 
during whi ch tiinn, gun powder wa s sold almost op enly , but it is almost. un-

knmm a t present . 

This k ind of accident caused 9 'J <lea th s and 91 i njured . 'i'he gun poHder 

extracted from e xplosives was used /or illee;al f ishing, so that 92 fi sher

men died i.n the attempt and caused 68. injuries . Aot a few susta ined damar,es 

by tamperin g with cannon balls found i n th e field. Vost of t he victims of 

thj_s k:ind of accidents are juvenile::;, s o t hat 1 5 d:i.ed by shell explosions 

while the numb~r of ·injured reach ed 159 ; and, whi1e th e nuinbe.r of cases has 

diminished, . it still takes place noH and then, it is r epo:'t e d . I n other 

. cases the explosion . occurred while making a hlazinf f ire j_n t he open to 

warrn oneself, and explosion of a shell . that was buried in the soH or while 

fi phtinf a forest fire causing a total of 8 20 casualties. 

The police headquarters in a drive to prevent this kind of a ccident 

launched a movement for the collection of shells scattered in the field, 

and collected in the last 13 years. - 97 ,687 cannon balls ; 664, 843 rifle 

.bullets ; 5,107 hand granades; and 54, 356 ~ a total of 821 , 995 shells 

which . is said to· be enough to blow up the c i ty of Naha. · 

The C3.nnon balls and shells which were poured on Okinawa during 

World War·n appear to have b een exhausted so that accident l atel y is 

being caused by explosives picked up at the fj:rir'lg r anue ·or the. U, S . forces. 

2 



Yet t h e collec tion of e1 i1pty sh ells at tile i'irini:: range is _ t he means of 

suppor t of the p8ople who se l and ha s b '3en requisitioned, so tha t t ner.e 

is nothing t hat t he police can do about it , it was reported. 
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Press Translation 
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11 ISOLAT1i: •JAZA VI LLA.GERS 11 

OPPOSITI ON ·ro TILc, LAND R~qUIS I 'l'ION DI!"FZRS FROh VILI.J\GE TO VILLAGE 

(The Okinawa Times, 10 October 19 59) _ 

More t han half o f the 1,364 families livin,g .. ,5;:!n J.e,-:-::sh ima are reported 

to own the military leased land, but t..'riey do not nc~cessarily have the 

same idea of the land as th e villar:e r s of Haza, so t hat, judging from an 

overall picture■ of I e-shi.ma, it seems that Haza villagers a r e more or 

l8ss isolated from others. 

"It is obvious that the owners of the lands in the airstrip are 

opposing the release o f their lands. The reason i s tha t i t might take 

more t han ten years fo r them to restore the land to the previous condi- · 

tions. And their points of intere_sts are quite differ ent fr om those of 

villagers in Maza. The municipal assembly voted on the problems of 

· lands and th ~ firing ran ge fo r the first time in its history and e v en the 

municipal office authorities have split, 11 the ass istant mayor Nakai-ma said . 
Ci, . . 

The people who oppose the r elease of the land are not only the mmers 

of the air strip. This can be clearly understood by studying a map 

prepared by the muni cipal office. Of sixty-three percent of the entire 

a r eas, that is 13, 72?, 540 square . meters of Agarie-Ue, Nishie-Ue, Ni shizaki 
iOlt . 

and Vaza village ·have been requisi~d for militar<J use, only 4,289 ,680 

square meters are used as firing ranges--military leased l and which is 

on _ the western part· of the island. 



Only these areas ,, .. are used as the firinv, ranges on which targe t 

practices are conducted dai.ly. The ·areas from Tacchu (hill in the center 

of the island) to the c entral part of t he island never appear to be reguisi-. . 

tioned l and, fo r sugar cane is being grown and sweet potato and soybean 

fields stretch across it and it .is dotted with homes. That is s o called 

11connivance farr~ing areas. 11 It means literally a "connivance fanning areas. 11 

'l'he land requis itioned as the firing range is u~med by some of the villagers 

in Haza and ihshizaki only. Contrary to those villagers who have lost land 

on which to f ani1 and t o live , the people living in the so called "conni-

vance farming areas II are allowed to farm and live on the leased land and 

ai'e r eceiving r ental payments . f or such r easons, the village;s in Nishie

Ue and Agarie-Uei are keeping themselves qu·iet about it, and that is why 

the villagers in ~•1a7,a a re appealing to these _people for help. 

"You will have hard t iines once you contract the lease . - Vie can farm 

there as we are do ing now, only because we a_re standing firm a gainst the 

land r equisition. The "connivance fanning areas 11 i s literally nothing 

but "connivance farming areas . 11 The U. S . rnD.itary a r e no t going to s ay 

- anyth:ing about us farnLin g . And that is why we _can farm t h ere. The U.S. 

military authorities ar0 waiting f or a chance to requisition the entire 

island, 11 the villageit o f ·laza are appealing to othe r islanders. 

11Look, how we are living t" the villagers tell and continued: 11The· 

connivance farming: areas II will not last much loneer . Your c r ops will be 

s et on fire someday like it was done to us . And t h en you will know how 

~ie really f elt ahout it. 11 



110ne stern of potato in the .<aza .fields 

yields three basketf ul of crops . 11 

11 This wa ~3 tli e son2" of : :aza f anr,ers i n the past . ·:·:e u3e rJ. t o i alk8 

about hoH mu c.: h fmcar Uey yield a y ear, of' ho1:1 ,nany hoes they raisea, etc , 

at tea U .me . de were rr..iddle clas s f armers i.n the j_sJ.and . .~ut now 1-.rha t 

has happened to us. 

·,~ ,fi:,Jow \·le talk about whose f irst son £:,Ot 250 lb homb , or he collected 

l-1/3 lbs of shells today·, and so forth . J e can hardly suppor t ouAs el ves 

by collecting scraps . ':le a r e i'ortuna te that ue coul d ban d the ent i r e 

villagers to r.:e thcr . If entire villagers i.n I e - shi-:n ci eve r ·con-sent to the 

r equisition of' land , :i.t is as plain as the day t hat all of l).-~ i-rill be 

reduced t o pove:ct.J , 11 Lrn/ c1n~ a ppealjJ1g to t he villagers in :-,ish:i.zaki 

and other:-, vil1aees in I e-sh:ima . 

'fl-ie v:l..llaeers o f Laza are _appealin~ so Gtron!31-y to the entire p eo

ple on the island ·t}.a.t it giv es an 5rnpression that thev · are 11 i s olated 

villaeers of Haza . 11 

Such a conflic t oi interests a ,:-ong t~e peo;il e of .Le-sh i ma ic too 

mu ch fo r th e munidpal offic e auiJ1orities to handle. 

11 We understand wl~y the people i n i-iaza. oppose so much . 1-.az&. is an 

epit-0rne oL · entire i.)ki naw& . However, the off icials o f the municipal 

office can not do as the villae:e r s in i-Iaza. .:.i'irst of all, we will not 

be able to keep our bus i ness runninf, for it might affect i;,he collec-_ 

tion of taxes .from the people. It -is not our business. I t s hould rather 

be taken care of by the Lcr,isle.ture . At any rate , t ,.e best policy to 

deal with the matter is to stop target practi•ce, 11 said the as 3i s tant 
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c;:,NTfU\CT'..3 ;_q n L1un J..:,;As:~ \{ tLL ;3n m1 BEGTill 
B:nNG ·CA t t-tUJ vUJ 3;,100THLY DJ Tii l'.:.:{ OI::iT tU:CT,3 

11 l t is not po ss i bl e t o have ' connivance f a r mi ng areas 1 1;1i thin the 

rn:iJ.itary l eased· lands. Onc 8 you contract the l eas,~ , t he whol e areas 

will be requtsi tioned, 11 s ays one villager. 

ir,1e . built, our ho s es after 1952 . Loans f or reconstructi on of 

houses were not ayailable for us , so HG borrowed ·money from somebody 

else~. I t h ink t h e cou I ensa tions for tlrnse houses will not be made when 

the l and requi s ition take place, II said another. 

1ri,iost of our lands were r ee;istered a s woodlands and uncultivated 

lands after the war., 111/e have registered our land in such classifica

tions for · fear o f taxation. I t might be the natural consequence of 

our faults, but we cannot understand why they had to make such bad 

law ,;1s 'Land Lease Stabilization Law, ' which p r events us from chane-

ine the classifi_ca tion oi' lands," the villagers of Haza coinpl.ained . 

to prevent other islanders from contractin,: the lease. 

I t seems t hat t he !nain reasons for opposing th e r equisitj,on are 

t hat (1) they cannot make' l:i.vel:i.J1ood without farn1s and ( 2) the .rental 
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payments are too small. The saine complaints were also heard among the 

01,mers o f t he land ·beine used as airstrips and of lanq. in the . "connivance 

· farming areas. 11 I n t he s e complaints we can see how complicated thP- land 

problems are in le-shimao 

According to the officials of the Of flee of Jli ilitary Leas·ect Land, 

..,._\. 



there are so ine misunde rstandin~_s on the pa rt of the villagers of' _ l(az.:1 

which may be stated as fo llows: 

_ 11l1ilitar y leased lands a re for military use only . No one will be 

permitted to farm on the lease lands all the time . No compensation 

will be nade for these houses owned by the v illar,ers , and it is 

reasonable. I t arises out of mi s understandin8 that th e villae;ers say 

they cannot change the c1 assification of lands. They ca n change the!n 

according to the lJoCAH Ordina nce # 4, Clause 2, dtd Jul y 14, 1 959 . The 

-~,.;• · land. aimers may- apply i 'or t rie ctl ar1 ges to tl1e JJistrict Engineer, v,t1 e reby 

the changes . nay be made based upon t he · facts. 11 -

The villa 1:sers o.f 1·,aza are appeal ing to ;~revent other i sla nde r s 

from contracting the lease in such ways. However, it seems t hat the 

military auth orities have, to a large ·extr:!n t , dec ided t o l ease the· 

lands. Of 13,720,000 square meters oi' areas o f the island , 3,313,292 

square meters o:i. public land or unnumber ed l a nd are admin i stered by the 

municipal office. A municipal assembly was cailed in regard to the 

disposition o f these lands located in t he mil:itary leased lands . hot 

only the members of the assembly but also the of i.'icials _ o f the municipal 

office have split into two. However, they finally voted . to contract the 

lease. 

New land projects are now under way. Kushi-son has contracted 

100 pe:ccent. Yomitan, Onna, Kunigami, Gii:iowan, .and Naha city have also 

co.mpleted the contracts. An average of 98. 2 percent ·was contracted, it 

was announced by the uffice of H~i tary Leased- Land. The officials of 

the Hilita:rJ Leased Land stated that Ie-shima 'iill receive notices of · • 

contract in ·the near future. The GRI will deliver the notices, and 
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.t"'· the Off ice of b J.i tary Leas e d Land w :i.11. ma ke :'i..l'P.ct, contracts with the 
\ 

owners . ~~ven though the mun _i.cipal assembly has voted t o contract t he 

l ease , i t is obvious that t ,~rtr wiJ.l experience d ir'ficulties in putting 

it i n t o e.f f ec t . 'l'hrj '--- r'J.' :l.ce o f r til j_t a r y j.,eased Land hopes to Jilo.ke ds \ "any 

contracts as possible . u LilenJise, they •i,ill have to r equisition t he lands 

c011:pulsorily by the appl:l.ca t ion of the Or dinance t/20 . The owners ma;y 

·appeal aft er that . 

1.s it was said by t he 1nembcr s o f the inve~-; t:i.ga t. ion_ tearq , l e - s h i m.a 

must bo a trag i c . island. The problem of rn:iJ.ita.ry leased lands has c.reat.Gd 

a ripplet around th e villa ge o.f 1-1aza. :in addit ion to it , ther e are f ifty-

four pove r ty stricken bereav ed fa.mHies and 30 other vj_cti.ms of t he LCT 

:incident who have been asking f or compensation . The members of the 

investi gation team · encouraged t hese peopl e ., t e llin f, t hem ,to fight ou t 

their o-wn v-Jays and to _cooperate with the "Protection of HUJnan Hi gh ts ~nd 

Properties Association 11 by bandi ng together . 

Howev er, will it be possible to bind _ the land probl ems o f I-laza and 

the victims and bereaved fam:Ui es 61' the LCT incident t oeether as was ., 

advised bythe investieation team.? 

"Even the municipal office a u thorities are at a loss in r e ~a rd to 

the land problem it?- Haza villa,ge and t he 1cm hicident . If the munic i 

pal · office should help them in thei°r problems, who would suffer but the 

municipal off ice? 11 asked the . ass'istant mayo r Nakama. 

I t seems that the municipal off ice au t horities are also placed in 

a quandary as the villager s of 1,1aza. say t ryat i f 65 per ·cent of the entire 

area is r equisitioned for military use , the ·entj_re Ie-shima· municipal ity . 

will have to be abolished . 

., 
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0nly a bout 2, 000 ac res oi.' l c.n<.l nas remaine d after the r equisition 

of lands fo} · mil Har? us0 . If it were d :!_vided by 7 ,ooo p eopl e on t he 

island :, only l/3 a cre s r emain :,:,e r tjc rson . I n :,.t a r 2 i ncl uded Grave 

ya r ds and beaches . / or exampl e Naha city , has l UO t i mes mo:ce space 

ner pe r s on t han fo - sh:i.Jna. That is about 2 . 8 acreas. The avera t:e of 

nopula tion per squar0. mile o f t he enti re Okinawa is 90G. The popula

t ion of Ie-shima is 2,330 -per square mile, whj.ch is t h ree t:i1nc s a s many 

as t hat of the avera ge . 
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U. 3 . Civil A.dmin is trat:i.on of t he ·~yukyu isl a nds 
Draft Pr ess Translation 

ft':d.day, 9 Octobe r 1959 

The Okinawa Times ..: 3 di t o rial Y. No. 3884 

I n connection with what i s t~ be done with the find i ngs· o f a party 

l)i' inve s t i gators of death c aused by explos i on w-hich took place i n lejima 

( composed. of S e; roups includinf, me1;1bc r s of Okinawa Teach ers i~ssociation, 

the Okinawa Youths i- ssociation and others) no decision has yet been reached, 

so that at p r es e nt they a r e calling out to the people t o launch a rel ief 

moverrien t f or the berea.v e~1 f amilies of t ho victims of the exp losion, or get 

toe ether with the bereaved famil i e s of the plane crash victims of I shikawa 

f or the pur:pose of securing coNpensation from the J\rnerican f orces , and as:k 

Cor the cooperation of 19 groups; but :i.t is r eported tha t the ~nain purpose 

i s to n.1ov e th e covernment and th ,:! Le gislature so that their representatives 

will undertake on-the-spot in ·.,estigat:ion of I ej ima . and work out a fundamental 

plan f or the settlement o: I ej ima problems. 

In spite .of th e fact that the l and problem has long since been settled 

i t is still smouldering in this island . Th e land problem in Ie jima has 

nev er been wj_ thou.t t~rouble involving t he Maja sub-vi]J_age and the ,r:aneuver

ing ground until at last it pr oduced the case of deaths caused by explosi on. 

Eve r since Or;tober 1954 when the l a n'.::l r equisition problem of J• aja-ku 

came to the fore , the villagers star_ted a r esis tance movement against the 

land r equisition so that ev en a t pres ent .with t he settleme-i1t of th~ land 

problem the Maja villagers consider the land r ental ~ s compensation for 

dam46 es caused, so that the military land r ental has not broueht satisfac

tion to land01.mers in Ie jirna . Besides , more than 100 persons fell victi!r1 

0 
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to th e explosion of a n L3T ( loaded with exnlosives) in 1~u.gust 1948 but 

no compensation has been made , and in a c:.di ticn t0 the ubtJ.,<,: psycholocica.J 

eff ect s uch r1c1.t-2r:i.?.1 c.md l'iental blow r ivP.s riso t o , the vilJ.tq:~ers ' attach

ment to land brought about unfo r t unate r esul t bo th to thr: villagers ttern 

selves a nd the lJ . S . :'crce r; . '!'his th en is tl!c pic tuT e of Iejirna a t preser1t . 

'. s :i_ ·e from t he 12.nd problem, th e livelih ood of villaeers centering on 

l':a ja:--lrn , i s cons t antly exposed to unea$ine sf, due t o 1rti.litary maneuvers . 

· i ven though i t is one risk a ttendanl to tadtly authorized fa r ms , i t is 

hoped that the e:overrnnent and the Legislature wi ll ta.~w steps f or the 

se ttl ement of this problem since i t affects human life . 

1.-lhe U tP. r tl-.e v i ll::.ger s enter the r11aneuvering i r ounrf because they have 

no aJ. temative for supporting t hemselves ( c:: ollec t iny empty shells) or i t 

is th,~ d :i_ sguised resistance of t he v i llacer s that p rompts them to defy 

the "Keep OuV' notice cannot be dete r mined by superfic i&.l observation . 

The Ie jirna problem :Ls nothing new, r ather it i s l ilrn old chroni c disease 

of Ckinawa. I n other ·words , , it nay be no exaggera.t :i.cn to stc.t'.:: t hat it 

is the . accumulated fo m1 of inconsistencies existing in Ckin&wa. l t is 

necessary for the go,rern rnent and the Legislature to tackle this problem 

in r eal earnes t. Yet this problem has been taken up by pri vc::.i,e groups 

while t he government attitude is s o negative toward the Iejima p roblem . 

that it tempts us to s-µspect that t he government"' is -reluc tant to take up 

this problem a gain at this point as i t is a long forr;otten problem. __ 

The lan·d problem of lejima is a peculiar one. I t ma y be necessar·.:r 

for t he Land ,d~r isory Board to take up this problem and study it closely 

i n ord(~r to make it clear. Because the Land Arlvisor y :Soard is the 
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consultative organ of the High Cormn:i.ssioner , th :i.s problem mus t ue solved 

by all means from thfl s tandpoint of the :,1ilj_tary object i ve ( maneuverin c 

g round) and the welfare of the is1ande r s . I + is a.1 so an irnporta:1t test 

case from the vie\•Jpoint of deepening mutual u.nderntand j ng . The Legi s J.2.ture 

and the eoverrnr1ent ought to work ou t !··,lans ai'ter an on-the-sµot inspection 

for the settlement of the problems, for it wi ll never do to J. eave such an 

irnportant problem to the pl'ivate groups and take thin£3 s easy. 
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Press Translation 

Oii'lIC!l: Jl 1N./Oi1:1A~,.' IO N Sl~RVICBS 
Hq, 313th Air Division 

APO 239 

TH£ LA ~J P110J: LEH ON IE-SIIL"lA 
LC:T THl HUHAN NATuli.lS w m THE: STRU GGLl~ 

( Tlle ilyukyu Sh:impo, 20 Octobe r 1959) 

(1) 

The land problem on I e-sh:iJna is an epitome of Okinawa and is also 

an epitome of t he world's history. 

As I feel that the settlement of the probleins will determine the 

destiny of the Okinawan people and it contains an important factor which 

has a connect ion wi. th the world I s history, I ventured to write this 

article to appeal to both t he peopl e, on the i sland and t he Ie-sh:Lrna 

municipal authorities. 

We must not forget that the land problem on I e-shima has arisen 

out of the world's history and it is not the problem of a small island 

itself. I believe that the an a micable . settlement of the p roblem h_as 

a signif icance in the course of t he world's h i story. 

The human race is now be i ng driven off' a cliff of history. . Since the 

Ja nd problem on Ie-shima has been broueht about as a natural concequence 

of settling .such a critical moment being confronted by the world, we have 

to settle · it f rom a historical s tand p o:int. 

At first, if we ask ourselves why t he world is being coQfronted with 

such a critical moment, I suppose, the · answer will be "the human race is 

about to be destroyed by an inhuman law of nature," which is a lesson of 
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his tory. . I n1 other words , j_t is a fact that the human r aces, that are 

attempting to r eason eve ryth i ng tha t pertains t o life by 11 the intelli

gence and t h e law of nature, 11 are beinr: declared bankrupt. 

To say it more clearly , it means, f or i ns tance, that girl s t udents 

in a univers i ty who a re demanding a clear qis tinction between day a nd 

nieht are students during the daytime and are pros tib t es a t night. 

\\llmt they have distinguished was not d~.y. from night, but, a s a matter 

of a fact, they distinguished their flesh from per sonality- fo r int elJectual 

and economic gains. These girls, who believe blindly that t he intellectual 

and economic gains bring a triumph in the life, are disruptine themselves 

of their personalities and bodies and losing hurnan· nature, are an epitome 

of the modern world history. 

I t is no doubt that the intellectual and economic powers are necessities 

for the maintenance of the PE?rsonality and the body; therefor~ it should 

be subject to the human nature and not be gained by acting against it. 

It has been proven that the history of the modern world is enslav-

ing the human race by the enforcement of inhuman law of nature for 

intellectual and economic gains. The barbarous political ideologi es and 
Q 

princi ples that are attempting to eovern the human existence have resulted 

in the split of indivictual personality and also brought about split in 

the wo rld into two blocs--Eas·t and West. 

I suppose t he essence of his tpry must be comprised in the perfec

tion of human nature , but the materialistic civilization is, by _the 

force of the l aw of natu-i:-c, trying to destroy human nat1:1re, which is the 

essence of history. 



The human races ~ who a r e the centr;__; l i'ifure of t he h i stor y , have 

been enslaved by t he ma terialistic princ i ples wh j_ch a r e called Corrurrunism. 

or Capitalism, and a r e on the ve r ge of .destruction by the inhuman laws 

of nature . That is the clanger be ing confronted by the human race in 

mo dern history. 

The real freedom the human race i s seekine a f t e r i c t he freedom· 

which can be liberated by the forces of the inhurnan laws of na t ure. 

· If we should engage in a decisive war, disregarding human nature . 

.for the sake of the victor-,t of the 1:nate r:i,_alistic principles, the human 

race would be wiped out and nothing but materialistic things would 

remain on the earth. There is a possibility that, at .t he ultimate end 

of the materialistic principle, the human race will be destroyed and 

only material things wili remain. It is my opinion that, fran this 

point of view, redemption of hmnan nature would mean, in th e end, 

redemption of the world, and the emancipation of human nature would mean t he 

free world. 

If we balance · between :interests and humanity, we will cor:1e to know 

in the historical lesson the present political ide?logies and principles 

that are seeking for their own benefit, disregarding humanity, have 

enslaved the human race and brought about a critical· moment in the history 

of the world, where the clue for the settlement of the land problems on 

le-.shima lies. I do not consider the land problems on Ie-shima to be a 

matter of interests but the matter of humanity. I feel a deep grief ior 

. - the people of Haza village, who have fallen a prey to militarism. There 

are, I suppose, no people so inhuman as those land owners of · "connivance 

fanns," who, on . the gr ound- that they can. receive rental pa;yments in 
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addition to beinr:; permitted to f arm there, stop their ears and look on 

with folded c).rms to their nei13hbors who are cry ing desperately for h el p 

and are· wandering on the cross roads of death of life on such a small 

island. It should neve r be foreotten as the lesson of the history that 

there wi ll be no peace and liberty in the world where materialistic 

egoism is prevalent to such a exterit that people stop their ears for 

the sake of their own advantages to neighbors who are _crying desperately 

for help. 

11lv1w hath glass windows must take heed 
How he throws stones. 11 

The people in our society will not forge t about · such inhuinan self

centered people t hat they are no lon[.e r qualified to a sk for any help 

· from others, even though t hey are r;aining profits from the conni_vance 

farm at present, when the requis i tion of l a nd takes pl a ce iri the future 

as it was the case with the village of Haza. The people wiJ..l long since 

turn their backs on those people who had s 1101-m such inhuman attitudes and 

stopped their ears to the cries of help. 

~ . 

\ 
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Press Tran slation 

OfFI C1~ O? .0'. l" l8.l1iATi \,N :X~:J.VICi S 
Hq, 313th Air Division 

APO 239 

Rft.: SHWI' THi~ DIGNI TY Or HU11AN NATURE 

_ ( The R~ukyu Shimpo, 21 October 1959) 

(2) 

The future of the Okinawan people, whether we vdll be free or be 

slaves, depends upon whether we can set ourselves free from the compul

sion of inhuman · cooperation. 

I hope the newspaper reports are not true that the people, through 

a strong desire for gain, · stopf€d their ears to the desperate cries of 

others for a help. 

To be free, we Okinawans have to fi ght off many problems in the 

future, and to produce such energy which will bring freedom to our 

destiny there isno ottier way for us than to combine our love of 

fellowship; I hope the people of Ie-shima are on their feet to an action, 

by combinin :, the love qf fellowships, to help their nei1~hbors, the vil

lagers of Haza. Such an action will, i n the future, c crne to save the 

entire Ie-shima. Newspape r s reported tha t the municipal authorities 

have ·evaded dealing with the matters on the ground that it should be 

de alt with by the Legislature an<l will not be. dealt with directly by 

the municipal office authorities. If the report · is true, we have to · 

call it a dirty munic i pality. 
-lZf-,;;, 

It is obviously a policy of imperialism to ~e~.k gain by the sacrifice 

of humanity, but it is ·not democratic. The ideology and principle of 

' ~ ... ' ., ~ ' ' 
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government by the people and for the people is based upon humanity and 

not on gains by the e overnment itself. 

If Abraharri Lincoln had used his auth01·ity to seek after gain by 

disregarding humanity, Ne gro slave r; would still be i n existence • . Lincoln, 

who emancipatt_; <l the slaves dividinv the u. s. in . two blocs and fighting 

the Civil 'dar, was able to build the foundations for American democracy 

only because he respected the d:ignity of humanity and closed his eyes to 

gain. I do not know any democracy that has no basis in hmnanity. We 

cannot understand Abraham Lincoln's democratic principles, which brought 

out freedom and victories to human nature, without giving a thought to 

the fact th2.t he att ached 1~ore Lportance to humanity than anything else. 

I believe that the Ie-shima' s municipality should not be inhtunan and 

undemocratic by attachi ng :i1nportance to self interest at the sacrifice 

of humanity. It can very well be said that a politician, wh o has no 

spirit to fight for humanity, s :__eking after gain only and keeping him-

self quiet about all dishonest things, is not only disquali.r'ied as a 

·politician in the world of democracy, but is rather harmful for i t s 

existence. He is only qualified as · an operator of an immoral house. 

Of course, what I call humanity includes the i nte rests of the 

maj.ority. Hmrever, ::n a case in which self i nterests and humanity 

conflict, we have to· achiei.re a victory for humanity by the sacrifice 

of self i nte rest, using the Frj_nctples of democracy as a weapon.- I 

understand the complicated position :i n wh~ch the Ie-shima municipal 

off foe i s placed. · However, if the municipal authori t ies say that they 

cannot deal with the matter <lirnctly for t hat reason, their politics 

is inhuman and belongs outside the democratic world. 

Politics should not be commercialized on the hasis of r.:e rsonal 

} 
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gains. It can .be very well s aid that . if poJ. i t ic s is co:1u ,ercialized 

the poli ticians ar 0 allowed fo sell the live s of t he entire people 

for a gain. Poli tics should not be i nfluenced by self int e r ..; _,t and 

should deal wi t h mat ~ ·:rs on t ~1c bnsis of hurnaJ1 nat ur e mid of hwnani t y . 

Ancl t o achieve a vic t ory for human nature is real politics. In all age s, 

polit i cs influenced by t he fohuman f orce s has enslaved the peo1Jle. ~ihat 

is f r e edom? That is t o ernancipa t ~J human nature by t he forces of inhiunan 

l aws of nature. I believe other objectives of democracy are to re alize 

and t o protect such freedom. 

· In order to protect the freedom of human nature, · ue have to fight · 

agai nst social evils and powers by setting aside personal gains. That 

is the essence of democracy. 'fo respect the love of fellowship rather 

than politicaJ. ambitions, and to r e spect humanity rather than :r;ersonal 

eains, is true democracy. 

I -dare say that soo,.ooo Ryukyuans will, without fan, praise the 

municipal authorities if they rise to their f oe.t for the emancipation 

of the villagers of Haza to bring victory for human nature. Despite the 

fact that various civic organizati vns have alre ady r isen to their feet 

for the settlement of t he problem, the municipal authorities c1re look

i ng on with f olded arms. As I think such a political trend w:Ul cast a 

dark shadow on the J uture of the r;eople, I ventured to wr ite this ~t:i.cle 

to appeal to both t he people of Ie-shirna end t he municipal .authorities. 

In the bottom of the Horni ng Star editorial column is a .'.3aying by 

Benjamin Fr anklin: "If all 1;rinte :::s were determined not to ·print any·

thing until t hey ~-1~re sure that t he articles will off end nobody, there 
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would be a very little JJrint E-;d 11 • 

In ai'1 editi on of t he l-iorning :S .,a r i n the editorial column Has an 

article .entitled : 11 A tr r3.itor of Dcr.1ocracy 11 • 

There i-rns a p:i.cture of a man in 11The _Saturday rleview 1_1 , 

h1hom they call"cl "A ~-':uie t Trouble hake r 11 , 

~Jho sat deep a)3>1' calm on a chair. 

ilith Li s c ontent e d expre ssion, 

, He holds his belly with his arms, 

And like s t o keep quiet. 

He swe ars in h:Ls heart 

Not to ~Joar ill will aGainst ,!nyone . 

He is utterly a quiet man, 

He never makes a sugge sti -:.m or writes 

He i s just a man of quietness, 

He never hurts anybody, 

But he hurts democracy, 

His quietness destroys democracy, 

He is t he t r aitor of democracy. 

to 

If all people are self-contented like him, 

And keep quiet ah out it. 

pa_pers. 

Without e.xpre ssine t he ir views and criticisms, 

Arycl lose t heir zeal for expressing self , 

Democracy will not exist but die. 

He wh o keeps quie t, 

Is t 1G t rouble inaker of the dernocratic s ociety. 

Active rr.en who feel common responsib:i.lities 

Are t he real messengers of demo~racy. 



In t he [ Ove rrnnent, in society and ::._n the ousi ness world, 

The 1oan \·Tho fee ls n deep responsibil ity day by day, 

Hat2s t o be quiet and inactive. 

Vlhat the ''J uiet Trouble Maker" <lid not r e alize, 

\-foat tha t t he rules aI1<l orders of q uietness v,hich i1e worships, 

r.Jhen he keep q uiet even if ·11e c ( me face t o f ace wi t h ;)ad l aws, 

The pressure of bad laws will break his quietness. 

In t he corrupted socie ty, 

Can he still maintain quietness? 

De generated moralit y will break tho orders of q uietness. 

The 11:;JtLi.e t TroubL..! 11ake r 11 

Is t he m~ssenger of i dleness, 

T! a t will de gener ate socie ty. 

Also he is t ne trnitor, 

That will destroy <lomocrucy. 

I hope t he people of Ie.-shirna will . not became 11 A Quie t 'l'1.1 ouble 

Maker." 

1· 
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THE PIBR :rn cI.DKNT AND NOW 
( FIRST Ofi' TF~ SERIZS APP&\.Wm ON THE RYUKYU SHJ}L.t:>O OCT. 7, 1959 ) . 

With an explosion of a bomb U\µt brought deaths to two men, Seikan 

::': shikawa, 28; and Hyotoku Hi ga, 38 , on September 6 at 1·1aza village, I e

shima, the problems ol' the f'irine ranges on the island have come to fore 

once a gain. Durint the war, the island was battered with s hells, and 

after war, 63 percent of the entire areas has been r equisitioned for 

military use. The isla.nd--which ·was known as one of the most prosper

ous islands to all Ryukyuans in pre-war days--is now reduced to such a 

sta te that t he p eople have to collect shells that rain on the island to 

make their liveliliood. In addition to. it, there was not a penny of 

compensation for the victims of a 1crr explosion, which is known as the .. 
11Pier Incident," on the ground that it occurred before the effectuation 

of the peace treaty. Some lost their husbands, and others lost their 

mothers in Urn incident. A mother survived by four children. On top 

· of this, the people driven out of their lands hav_e been- raising their 

21.// 

voices in anger: 11Why and how long will we have to suffer? fa wan j, rebuild 

our village to productive one. People say that the land pr oblems have been _ 

~ ttled. lfhat makes them say so , . despite the island i s s _till in a gloomy 

situation? 11 

-The f~liowing is the first hand report from I e-sh:i.Jna. 

About 4 p.m. on August 6, 1948 , a LCT anchored at a pier on east 

side harbor of the island exploded wHh her loaded a nrnuni tions and 

~ -



killed 64 pe r sons and injured more than 30 others . gat:iered at a nBarby 

pier. The claims for the v ictims o f t~1e incident have not yet been 

· filed on t he ground. t hat the it occurr,3d before the effectuation of the 

peace treaty . 

At that time: mUi.tary authorities delivered a blanket and the 

municip_al · office presented only ¥100 ( 83¢) to each fa"'t:ily as funeral 

expenses. Not many people know about t his incj_dent, because there 

were no daily newspapers published at that time. Only bereaved famUy 

deal with the matters o f compensation. They petitioned r ove rnme,nt three 

times , hut the government of.Cicialg r efused to negotiate the matters with · 

them, stating that 11 the matter should be taken care of by the · Japanes e 
, 

t overn.-,1ent , 11 or 'lit' s the matters o l' the U. 3 . military authorities and 

not ours. 11 Meantime , their expenses to ·1.nake petitions ran .out, so were 

their · SfJiri ts crushed. 

In this incident, 64 persons were killed · and 31 others we:ce se.ciously 

injured. The vic t,ims including minor injuries wiJ.l reach more than 100 . 

Among them were t h os? who lost en tire f amil y members; a mother surv i ved 

by four children; a family lost fiv e member s ; 2 families los t 3 rnembers; 

and 7 families lost 2 members each. After death of her husband a rnother 

with three ch ildren was r edu ced to such povert y t hat s he l eft the children 

in the care of her parents and became a prostituteo 
✓ 

The v i c tims d id not know what to do for a wh ile a f ter the incident, 

for it happened in such a small island and no ·l eader was available for 

tnei,1. The municipai 'office a u thorities were also tied up with th eir 

business; and in addHion to i t , t i ey refrained t hemselves ·from peti

tioni ng strongly to the goverrirrent for rear that it mig.lit cause 



-a reduction of bui•~t a l1ow_ances. Thr;y ev en r efused. to make officials 

letter s- Therefore, the victims :raised .funds three~ times from these 

poor families t o go to ?-Taha to petition to the f:o,rerrunent. 'l'he funds 

amounted to ~p500. 

The primary purpose of the investigation tearn formed by six civic 

organizations · was to inquire about the explosion case in which two adults 

were killed. But no sooner they arrived on the island, they were caueht 

by victims of the pier incident. The team not only spen_t most of a day 

in hearing oi' th eir complaints, _ but also called on a young boy who was 

injured seriously by a fragment of a shell'. Trere , they found out that 

the father of the boy has also lost his wife in the LCT incident. It 

gave an impression that there lived nobody but bereaved families 

on the island. 

At . ~ny ra t,e, the . i ncident · tool~ place on such a srnall island and 

victims did not lmow .. mat to do since then, for there a rnan to give them 

helping hands. The s :i_tuatfon has not turned for t he better for them. 

In last August after eleven -years from the. incident, f ift y thre e b ereaved 

fa milies for.med "Victims of U. S . LCT Explos~ion Circle 11 at last. They 

placed Se~yu Agarie to i ts chairman. They have_ planned ahead to appeal 

the matter to various local organiz,ations on Okinawa fo r the settlement 

of compensations. 

The followino is the story told of the incident by the bereaved 

fa.1 ilies: 

A VAN LOST RIGHT ARM DURING Tifo . BATTL~ Of' E-SHD'iA: 111 barely lived 

during the battle, feeding myself with swee t potatoes and gra1:3s. The 

islande_rs were n6't- so poor then as t h ey _are now. Since the day oi' the 

incident, however, t.riey were reduced to poverty day by day. We hop·e the 



majo r local organizations will t ake this matter up f or us. !tie a ske d the 

many times we ff:! titioned ve1~bally. in r egard t o. the matter . ~xpenses ran 

as hir;h as t en. dolla rs per person. r,1G canno t go -ahead any more. 11 

HOUSE itrJF'E :□11 THIRTIES : 111 had, at fj_rst , other people write our 

official letters. I was delighted when I heard that the 1'lun :i.cipal off ice 

would. take care of tha t , but it never came true even days and years passed. 

I n the end we ma.de own letters respectively. I have no schooling and I 

could not reply to the letters I received f rom the government. I t was 

true to all of us. At last I managed to raise >-1,i SO to go ifaha to make a 

petition. They cbargetl $83 for the translation of the letters. I t took 

me 10 days to raise that an ount. 'ren _yea -c·s have passed si.nce, but the 

goverrnrient did not show us sincerity in regard to the matter. Wha_t has 

happened?" 

This incident occurred befor e the effectuation of the Peace-treaty 

and its development is being matched ·with keen interest. 
I 

As a matter of fact, the itssistant mayor Nakama o f I e-shirna tells 

it this way: 11How much can we achieve if the matters are dealt with ·by 

Ie-shima alone·? Why doesn 't the eove mment deal with these matters? 
a.-~ 

Properly speaking, wefin a position to back up public op fa ions, aren't 

we? If _nmnicipal office deal with the matter, it might .brine about 

financial and administrative · pressures from the top. · .r'rankly speaking, I 

would lj.ke to quit+ the post. I t is too much for rne~ _I hope my _terms of 

office will expire soon. 11 
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0//IC ~ ,Ji PUBLIC ltUUfo•.u Ti.UN 

U. ,.) . Civil 1~d,!1 h1 i stration of the ily u.ky u 
Draft Press Translation · 
Tuesday , 27 October 1959 

_l sl _ands 

The 1(y11kyu Shimpo ( ~ven:i.ng c~d i tion) . - News Articl e 1 :5) , 
VCT J:TIOH 0/ l•:XPLO .'.n 1m CASS TtETUir\ 21) TO rn :.>'.- f li-U-1 PETTI'TOl :C:RS 

No. 4100 

j;_ petition of an exDlos ive case Hhich occurred on 6 Septembe r at 

f;!a ja-Ku, le Sh:ima and killed two villager s , HIGJ\ , ri'yotoku, a ge 38 , and 

I:::i'i I'Q 1·Ji, , i3 ei.kan, a rr,e W , was returned to the pe t i tioners by the Lefr,al 

1.ffairs D0,pa rtrnent of GHI on 20 Octobe r one month after it 1,,as submitted 

to the aut!:orities concerned . In order to claim compensation for their 

deatl1S , victims ' wives , l :)~UKAWA, Tsuneko and HIGA , Tsuru,had drafted 

three C()pies of wri tten pet i tions w:LtL assistance from Hr. EAGON , Shoko, 

a representative of landm-mers of le ,Son, and Yu Ch ief ISHL<AW1 ,:>eitoku 

of r•ia ja :'u and submitted them to the .,i.vil Adr:1inis t r a tor as' well as to 

the Ch:i.ef ..C:Xecutive on 2U J ept ernber . 

The Leg?-1 Department of GlU requested the be.r eaved farnUi f:~S to send 

five copie s oi translation of the peti.tion wheu i t r e turned the above 

mentioned docurnent to the petitioners , but t he bereaved fa mi lies as well 

as v i llagers of Maja Ku are denoi.mcing the Govern ment for :its insincer e 

attitude shown to therr, . n:1I should deal with such a p roblem from the 

standpoint of t he sufferers , they said • 

. ccordin g t o i:ir . 1\.L GON , Shoko, a representative 0.1.· landm-mers of 

Maja Ku , who came to .faha. on 24 October because of -this problem, it was. 

impossibl e for the bereaved fa :1ily to bear the expens e for translation · 

of the petiti on. Villagers of · aja Ku includj.ng the bereaved families 

. had been · deprived of their land and '.for this f'eason some of them lost 

their lives and rest villagers are leading hard lives. It is all they 
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can do to corr1e as far as l·i aha bearinr~ traffic expense by themselves , and 

therefor8 thev' cannot bear the expense of translation of the r.etit ion nor 

should i t be allowed for thern to do so --frorrr the sta ndpoj_nt of humanity, 

lv:r . AHJ1. CYJN said. People of l e Shiina had to come up to i1iaha 01 t.en to 

petition to the authorities concerned for the ,.:: ompen sa tion of the LCT 

case by raisine; fund out of theJ.r s t r aitened. family cj_rcumstances anci they 

harl to pay B¥60 , 00!J ( ~> 500 ) for translation of (their petit i on . Although 

t he documents concerned with the l and problem had been taken carf! of by 

t he r,;overnnen t , can· r ef used to a c cr:pt t heir petition for the first time, 

he sai d. 

The vic tims of this case are ail head O.t families and t hey passed 

away leaving their wives and children behind . ·1r s . ISHIKA\•J.~, Tsuneko has 

been marrie.d only for one year and has an one-yea!~ .old baby, and Mrs. HIGA. , 

Tsuru ha.s to support many children by hersel f from now on. Because of such 

circumstances this case has had sympathies of many people. 

·~r . AHJl .. GON , Shoko is quoted as sayi ng, 11 1 was r eally disappointed 

·when I received such an insincere notice one month after, for we .expected 

that public opinion would rise at thfa time to find a proper settlement 

· of this problem. Under the p~es ent cir cumstances the s ufferer s can do 

nothing about it and it i s .a · question affecting huma nit y to l e t t hese 

suffer ers bear t h e expense of translation of' their petit ion . I t will 

cost at l east · 3o or 40 dollars to t ranslate it." 

In t his connection Director KUGAI of Legal Affairs Department said : 

11Englj.sh t r anslation i s not required when we clairn damages from the .rrrry, 

J ir f orce and 1-1arine Corp s except f or the ·;1aviJ. But in case of the 

2 
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petition fro m le Shima , t hey have to submit th8 translation alon g with 

their peti_tion . If it we r e a claim .for dama ges, they would not be 

r equested to submit a.n £nvl ish translation." 



Pr ess Transl ation 

OFl ICi.'.: U1.1' IN.:.i\hhA'l' IUN .:L,:1-i'.V I Ci~3 
:. Hq, 313th Air Division 

APU 239 

IS CiCflfE3Ni'-EN'f .IN.3:iHCERE? 
RZTUHNS fii~TITION !<DR CXJMP1"!:N.SATIONS .FRON J,IAZ.A VILLAGE 

A HO NTH LAT f;R 
( The Hyukyu Shimpo, 27 Octobe r 1959) 

Three copies of a pe titfon forwarde d to Civil Admi n i s.trator Gen . 

Ondrick in r e gard to the compensations of H:yotok7.t Hi ga, 38; and Seikan 

Ishikawa , 23 who were killed in an explosion on September 6 in Naza 

villae;e , Ie-shima, ~ere • r e turned t o . the village from the Legal Affairs 

. Department near]y a month ·1a t er on Oc t 20. The petition was prepared 

jointly by the village head Seitatsu Lhikawa , repr esentative of land 

owners Shoko Ahagon; and widows Tsune Ishikawa and Tsuru Hiea and were 

forwarded to Ch i ef Execu-tj_ve and othe r officials concerned on Sept. 20 . 

The petitions were r e turned on the gr ound that each needs .five 

copies of t ranslations. Be.reaved fam ilies and t he villagers o.f 1-laza 

to whom the petit~ns were returned criticir.ed the j_nsincere attitude 

of the gove:i;nment toward the matter il.nd a ppealed that the goverrnnen t 

should place .itself i n our pos itions in dealing with it. 

Shoko Ahago n who called at the government in r egard to t his matter 

on Octobe r 24 said: 11The vi llagers and be~eaved familie s of :Viaz+illage 
) 

have lost their lands and are unable to mak e a liv-ing. · · On top . of this, 

some villagers have even lost the ir lives. It is' hardly possible for us 

to bear expenses for the translation of _petitions, because we can hardly 

spa_re· t ime and .money to go to Naha to petition. Of course, we cannot 

take it for granted from a humanitarian stand point. 11 



<· 

0 In spite of their poor fa ,:1ily financia l situations, t he peopl e of 

Ie-shfrria have made 1nany trips to Naha in r e card. t o the LGT incider1t and 

petitioned t o the govern1nent to ask t o deal wj_th the incident. Th ey spent 

:~;500 to ge t their petitions transl ated . In the cas e of land matter· _, hov1-

ever , the gove:cnment offj.cials ho.ve translated all docu.:ients . Th is is the 

firs t case ..;, i n which the documents Ner e r etur ned for the translation. 11 

Both victims of th<~ explosion had their own families . Tt ey Here 

survived by 1·.i ga Tsuru with he r many children, and Tsune Ishi kaHa ·who had 

· been married a yea r and has a 1 year old ch ild and arc syrnpb. th ized with 

by many. 

0hoko iliagon said: 11 1 had expected that t he matter would be dealt 

with properly this time, since many peopl e were :-3ympathet i c wi t h u s . It 

i s r eerettable that we should hear such an insincere r eply froni the 

government a month later. The bere·aved families were already been in the 

./ 

dep~h of p~verty, yet they are now being t old to have the petitioi1s translated. 

That is a question affecting humanity. It will cost t hem a. t l east :;~30 or $4.0 

dollars to have them translated.. 11 

DLrlliCTOR OF 'l'H:£ Li~GAL Aii'l'lHHS DEPA RWENT: ''Claims may be filed in 

Japanese to the Arn'iY_, Air Force and the Harine Corps except Navy. 

·'However, the documents we r eceived from ·Ie-shima were petitions to 

which a translation must be attached. Claims may be filed in _Japanese." 



OF'1'"'ICE OF PUBLIC INFORHATION 
U.S. Civil Administration of the Hyukyu Is1.ahds 

Draft .Press 'l'ranslation 
Saturday 12 December l!:)b~ 

1'he Okinawa Times Nows Artie.Le Y. 

THE ViILITARY LAND IS BURN .JJ IN EISHIMA 

2'111 

No. 4657 

Mr. Ahagon Shoko, a landowner of Maja-ku, Ieshima, on 10 December called 

on Deputy Cniei' Bxecut.ive Senaga and related tnat some bOO,ooo to ·aoo,ooo 

tsubo of land have been burned by tne U ~s. 1·orces since 22 Nove1riber and 

appealed to do something about it. The gist of the petition is as follows: · 

The maneuvering ground at Maja-Ku, Iesh:iJna (11 5001 000 tsubo) has been 

burnine since 22 Nov~mber. Because tile military i'ire trucks here were 

busily running about in and out of the maneuvering ground, -we tnought that 

the fire would soon be extinguished, but it kept on burning until 5 Decemoer. 

'i'ne area burned is some 500,000 or 800,000 tsubo (tsubo eq. 36 sq feet) and 

will likely burn more. 

The Ieshima is.ianders used to get tneir firewood, material !'or compost 

heap, grasa for tr1atching root·, and feed !'or animals here so that on _Sundays 

more than 10 carts would go to thi;· place to get.what tney needed. 1'hi.s 

land used to be the most productive in Ieshi.ma, but the land rental is the 

cneapest in Old.nawa, and in the prewar and postwar era there were 70 house-

. holds here, but in land classification there• is not even one parcel of 

house lot. 'l'he mill tary wou.ld not allow a change of land class~ication 

· despite repeated petitions. Besides, many· farm lands have been -class_if"ied 

as wild land, so that even .the landQwner who owns b,000 tsubo of land is 

paid from $50 to $100 land rental a year. The lantl rental per rear per 

tsubo is· from one to two cent.a, but, ii' it were cult,ivated it, would yield 

bO cents or .a dollar ·per year of income. The military requisitioned land 

. ' 
i 



by force despite the discontent of the people, and earlier burned 300,0UO 

tsubo of forest, wild land, and sugar-cane by spraying gaso.t.ine , and caused 

an estimated darnage of $1,1501000 /jn,1so,000J but wou.Ld not compensate 

- - for ·tne darna,ge. It is beyond our endurance tnat the .Land should be b\lriied 

again by spraying gasoline. Such action forfeits America's prestige, and 

it is agai nst the American policy of promotion the welfare of the Okinawan 

people, and it is a man-made disaster. J'i 

If the land requisit,ion en.i-orced by the American forces by 1·orce 

during the last 5 years and the many wrongs committed by them against the Maja 

people nad taken place in th~ United States against tne American people, 

would the Amer~can peqple trust the US go~er_nment and US i'orces? Why does 

the m:ilitarYf!lake .laws for land requisition without legislation i'or compen- _. 

sation and create crimina.ls instead? 

It is hoped _that the government will put itself in our shoes and carry 

out an investigation of tne burning and negotiate for an eariy payment of 

compensation for the damage caused. 
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Press Translation 

OFFICE OF INFORMATION ·SERVICES 
Hq, 513th ·Air Division 

ApP 2:39 

U .s. MILITARY STARTS FIRE 
ON MILITARY LEASED LAND ON IE-SHIMA 

21S 

(The Okinawa Times~ 12 December 1959) 

Shoko Ahagon, a land owner of Maza village on Ie-shima, called on 

Deputy Chief Executive Senaga at ORI on Dec. 10 and reported that appro~-

~mately 5 1500 to· 5 1 700 acre~ ,af W1cultivated land owned by the villagers 

are being destroyed by a fire started by the u.s. military on Nov. 22 and 

asked the Deputy C~ef Executive to do something about it after an inves

tigation. The
0
following is the gist of the petition sent to the deputy 

chief executive: 

"A fire br•~ out on 151000 acres 01' firing range . near Maza village 

on November 22 and ·still is burning. _ We thougnt the fire would be brought 

under control inunediately as we had seen ·military i'ire trucks fighting the 

fire so often. But far from that, the fire is still spreading up to Dec. 5. 

We .fear th~t the u.s. military mignt start another -fire on the area. 

"What is on the area is important for the farmers in Maza and Nishizald. 

villages, for the collect their fire wood, · grass to thatch roofs of their 

.houses and animal pens and making _composts f'or their farms and fer feeding 

their family stocks. On_ Sundays, the villagers used to go to the area 

with their horse-carts to get· what they needed. 

"Although on the area were the most fertile farm lands on .I...Shima, 

the owners of · these farms are rec~iving the cheapest rent in the ent.ire 

Okinawa. '!'here were apprm.mately seventy families .living in the area 

bef Ort, and even after the war.. But not a piece of land is classified ·ana 



·." .. -; ,,, .... 

registered as residential land. We have often asked t11e military 

authority to change the classification of these lands but it has never 

been approved. M;my lands are registered as field or forest even though 

most 01· them were farm lands previous.Ly. 1rheref ore, even the owners of 

3 acres · of land in that area receive only $5_0 to $100 annual rental 

paym~nts. _ 

"They receive only as much as 1 to 2 cents per 36 square feet of 

land annua.ily, whereas they cotUd earn $1 annua.l.ly i'rom the same _ by 

farming. Despite the complaints and oppositions of the people, the 

milit_ary authority has requisitioned the land, appealing to force. 

Previously, ·approximately 41 000 acres of forest, grass land., and sugar 

cane ·field were destroyed by a fire which was started after sprinkling 

gasoline. It caused approximately $9 1 583 damages to the crops and 

others. The compensations for the'damages have never _been paid even though 

we have claimed again and again. ·rt is· more than we can bear to have 

everything destroyed in the area in a fire again. Such a dee~ by the 

u.s. military will lower their.national prestige and it is also contrary 

to the -policy established to pr001ote the we.J.f• are of the O_ld.nawans · and tG 

ma.i.nta:Lh the peace in Okinawa. Will the people of the u.s. have faith 

in the.ir goverruoent and military authorities even if they were acqufsi

tioned of their lands by appealing to f'9rce and were treated with so 

many inhuman deeds which have been done to the people of Maza_ village? 
. . 

''Why do they not make a law to canpenaate people for what they have 

lost, . while they made a l.aw to confiscate J.ands _from · Oldnawans and .? 

made _prisoners out of those who have oppos~d to :Lt? 

"We hereby request the government to investigate the fire immedi

ately and to negotiate with the u.s. ~tary authority to make 



compensations at the earliest possible date for the damages caused by 

the recent fire together with previous ones. 

... .l~:.t;J~/1.~~-:--·, 

g 
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Of•'nCE OF' PUBLIC INFORMATION 
U.S. Civil Achninistration of the Hyukyu Islands 

Naha, Old.nawa 
December 18, 1959 

FOR UJHEDIATE H,~LSA3E: 

AIR FORCB ANNOUNCf!;ffGNT ON US-LEASED LAHD UN IE-SHH{/\. 

Naha, Old.nawa, Dec. 18 -- 'ro eliminate the possibility of uncontrolled 

grass fir es endangering the local populace and ·military :personnel on le 

Shima, a portion of ·tne land l..eased by the U.S. Government for a .practice 

firing range Ms been cleared by contro.lled burning, the Air force has 

· announced. 

-Sporadic 1·ires t1ave r •-)sulted in tne past:, particularly at night -om 

eff' orts . or' tile l.ocal populace to clear the area in order to scavenge scrap 

metal l'rom used ammunition casings. • Members of the small military con

tingent on the island t1ave · been required to 1·ight the tires at all hours 

of t "fie night-·to queJ_l them bel'ore they spread dangerously. Clearance of 

the scrub orush in the firing range area is expected to eliminate the 

possibility 01· fires r esulting . from this source or i'rom rnili tary . use of' 

the range. 

Rigid supervisi.on ol' t he cJ.earance was cori<luct,e<l to insure controlled 

results and coni'ine tr1e cJ.earance only to the government-leased firing 

range area. 

(WD) 
J 



PRIO~ I1'Y 

From: 313 AIR DIV KADENA AB ~ vKINAdA 

b .AF FUCHU AIH S'l'A JAPAN 

. UNCLASSIFIED 

AF . Orig 

UNCLAS Vi-WM 0.t,HO __ /f_-a __ t .... Z...,.'2 ... -__ _ 
,_, 

FOR 5FCIO. FOR YOUR INFvRMATlON 

FOLWWING INFORMATION HAS Br:~:N FURNISill.1) 1JSCAr1 OJJ'FICI!: OF PUBLIC INFORM.i\TION .. 
FOR LOCAL Rgv~A~:>E • . QUOTE 'rO ELIMrnATr~ THI~ . POSSIBILITY OF UNCultrROLLED 

G~ASS -~ rn~s filJDANG,~UNG TH~ LOCAL POPULACE AND NILI'r AHY P~RSONNI~L UN IE 

SHH'i.A, THE }JOHTION Of THE LAlW LBA0iill BY THE U S GOV&1NH~N'1' r'Ort A .t'tlACTICE . 

li'IRING ~tANGl~ HA0 13;~~ CLi~AREU BY CONTHOLL1~U BlftllUNG, THio; Arn FOHCE HAS 

ANNOUNCED. PAH. SPOHADIC i"Ii:U~d HAVi RESULTiill IN TH~ PAJT, PA,it'rICUi..ARLY 

SCAV~Nm~ SC2.AP 1'-U~rAL 1"ROM USED AM11UNITION CA3 rnGo. MfilIDl RS OF 'l'HE .SI•W,L 

MILITARY CONTINGENT ON THE ISLAND HAVf~ Bli;i~ RI!A?,UIH~D · TO F'IUH'r 'l'Hi l;,IilliS AT 

ALL HOURS OF 'l'H~ . NIGHT TO QUELL THill'I BBF01tB 'I'If.BY. SPlL~AD, DANGl~ROUSLY. fPAR. 

CLl~A!1ANCE Or' THE SCRUB BHUSH IN TH~ F'IHING .urnm; AR~ I0 W'EGTi!:D Tu &LTo1E!ATE 

'l'HE ,t-0 ::,SIHILITY UF l"IHSS H:~SUL'fING FH0M THIS 30UHCE OR Ji\W.M MILI'l'A ?,Y° US!<.; ·Oli' 

THE RANGE. PAR. RIGID SUPERVISION OF THE CLEARANCE WAS CONUUCT~ TO· INSURE 

. . . . 

CONTROLLED lE~SULTS AND CON.r'I Ni.'~ THE CLEARANCE vNLY TO Ti-n;; GOVE.RNHENT LEASED 

?IRING RA.NGit.; · At1EA. UN'.iUOTE 

313IO 

BEHNc\11.D P~'TEHS, Lt C0l, USAF 
40.125 

UNCLASSiflf<~ 

DEC 59 

BEHNARD PETERS 
Lt Colonel, USAF 
INrOlli•iATION O.F'F'ICE . 
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OFit'ICE OF PUBLIC INFORHA'l'ION 
U.S .. Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands 

Draft Preas Translation 
Sunday, 20 Decemb~r 1959 

The Okinawa Times - _New_§ Article (T) 
. . 

MR. AHAGON 's P~rrnoN .MISREPRESEN'l'S THB REAL CONDI
TION OF' IE-SHIMA ANNOUNCES USCM 

No. 4750 

Mr. AHIAGONShoko, a landowner in Maja .t<u, Ie Son on the 10th called 

on Deputy _Chief Executive SENAGA Hiroshi at the E>cecutive mansion and 

accused the U.S. military of burning the w♦ld field in Maja Ku and re• 

quested the Deputy Chief Executive to take pertinent measures upon inves

tigating the situation. 

In the above connection, the USG.AR on the 19th announced as follows: 

ttit is claimed that losses amounting to $1 million were brought about from 

burning of wild field, since i~uary of this year, but it _is not true._ The 

Air Force authorities on Decembe_r 4th and 5th did burn the grass field under 

military surveillance, but it was intended to make it easier for the sub- · 

villagers to collect scrap metal from the area. 

11It is charged also that t.he amount of nci.litary rental paid in le-Shima 

is lowest throughout the Ryukyus, but it is absolutei.y not true. The new 

rental amount had been appraised by the ~8-man Land Appraisal Committee in 

accordance with _tne new land program agreed upon at the On-the-spot Ryukyuan

American Land Conference. The U.S. paid the highest amount of rental within 

t he limits of the Land Value Stabilization Law. The total ·of $268, 450.87 

was paid as the military rental for theyear ·l~~~ for the military-used land 

covering 5,155 acres in Iesn~a, which meant that $85 was paid p~r acre, an 

amount higher than that paid for land in other areas. 

"According to tne Ieshima petitioner, it is said that the subject J.and 

haa. had high productivity, but th~ investigation proved otherwise. The land 

' . 
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used for military use in Ieshima consists of dry farm, forests and fieJ.ds 

and graveL land. Moreover, the land bllr!1t under guard is oru.y a portion 

of the area used f'or maneuvering." (Similar articl~ in Ryukyu Shimpo) 



OFFICE OF PUBLIC INF'ORNATION 
u.s. Civil Administration of the Ryukyus 

Draft Press Trans.Lation 
cs Saturday 26 Decernoer 1.959 

'the Ryukyu Shimpo (Evening Edition) - News Article ( F) 

IEJIMA LANDOWNERS REJ:t"1J'rE USCAH ANNOUNCEMENT ON BURNING INCIDENT 

No. 4853 

In connection with the u.s. military burning incident that took place 

on 4 and 5 December with military-used land in Ie-Jima, Messers. AHAG.ON 

St1oko and URASAKI Chokuryo, representatives 01' Maja-ku landowners, petitioned · 

the Chief .!ilicecutive and the Legislature on 26 JJeceml:>er. They requested 

an immediate o~•the-spot investigation on the ground that the USCAR announceroont 

on 19 December was far from the !'acts. Gist of t,he petition is as i 'oJ.lows: 

"U0CAR annauncement says a loss worth $1 million was not-caused al

though it was reported that a loss worth $J. million was caused .by burning 

i'ie.Lds. However, the truth of the matter is that landowners said the 

amount of damages was unknown unless an investigation was conducted. The 

landowners did not say that the loss waft estimated at $1 million. 

"The annowicement says grasslands were burnt under military supervision 

so that scrap might be found easily. But, according to ·an eye-witness, ¥.tr. 

ISHIKAW'A Seikei, the military burnt up sugar cane t'ields of Naja- and 

Nishizaki-ku people by, applyine petro.Lewn and gaao~ine. From the way the 

military has tnus far done, it is unthinkable that the miliiary showed 

sympathy-.toward--,acrap collector·s. 

"The announcement says the highest 1:"enta.1.s_ have been paid to Ie-Jima 

in accordance with the Land .Price Stabilization Law. However, a rental 

of _1¢ or 2¢ for the land w~ich yields crops worth 50¢ to il per~ (or 

36 sq. ft.) cannot be c9nsidered the highest. and ~ppropriate rent.ai. We 

think assessment of rental should be based on production of land. 

t 
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"The announcement says "the productivity of the land is low.. But 1 

25 ·kin· (a kin equals 1 1/3 l.b.s.) (0f' sweet potato) was harvested from 

one tsu~ of land in Maja. This was threefold the estimate of the 

governmmt. Maja has 70 families with residential lands, but it h~s no 

land classi1'ied as residentia.1. .land. Rentals are paid under the names of 

field, woodland and wilct .Land. 11 



Headquarters 
6515TH AIR BASE WING 

United States Air Force 
APO 239 1 San Francisco, Cali.fomia 

REPLY TO 
ATTN .OF: PM 27 Jan 1960 

SUBJECT: Alleged Explosion and Injury on Ie Shima 

.,I 

TO: 6315th Air Base Wing (CR) 

1. At approximately 0900 burs, 25 Jan 60, SSgt Thweatt, Robert H., 
. 6513th Operations Squadron, reported to the Air Police at le Shima, 
· that a shell of some type had exploded and injured two { 2) Okinaw~ 

people on le Shima. Upon :Lnvestigation the Air Police learned from 
the Civilian Police that on 18 Jan 60 1 at approximately 1600 hrs, an 
explosion had occurred. Civilian• Policeman Higashionna, badge #775, 
stated that Kinjo., Koki, age thirty { 50), 5 Han, Agariue Village and 
Nahara, · Shoichi, age £1.fty-four ( 54), 1 Han, Agariue Village, were 
:injured by the explosion. · 

(7 

2 • . The explosion s;,,upposedly took place at the home o! Nohara. The 
Civilian Police stated that the shell was f'ounci by Kinjo and that he 
was still unconcious at the time or this report, therefore it is im
possible to know where the shell was found. The Civilian Police 
estimated the shell to be about a 105 MM. The fragments were taken 
to the Motobu C.P. Station for safe keeping. · 

5. The injuries to Kinjo according to the Civilian Police were over 
b:ts entire body, with a small fragment still st~ck in his left jaw 
at the t~e ot their investigation. Nohara was.- according. to the 
Civilian •Polic~, vowided on his left leg,· below the knee, with a fr~g
ment of' the shall still in his l~g • . 

4. Th_e incident was called 'into the K~dena Air Police Desk Sergeant · 
at approximately 1300 hrs, 25 Jan 60, by SSgt Phillipa. 

JOSEPH J. DE RAAD 
Lt Colonel, USAF 
Provost Marshal 

, ' , 
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Ltr, PM, 27 Jan 60, Alleged Explosion and Injucy on le Shima 

1st Ind (AG) 

6313th ABWg 

TO: 315 AD ( CR) 

Forwarded for your information. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

WILLIAM E. MORGAN 
Major., USAF 
Asst Admin Officer 



ColoneJ. James F. Risher, Jr., Executive 01Ticer ot tne b6J.ot.h 
l ~ 

Air Base Wing, recent.Ly met w:i. tn Mayor '1' amashiro 01· le-Shima t.o 

discuss the prob.J.e111 01· scrap coJ.lecting on t.he Unit.ed States Air 

i1'orce gwmery range on tne island. Witn Mayor Tamasniro were tne 

vice Nayor, Mr. Najguna, the CnieJ. u1· . Gennal afl'airs, Mr. Tamashiro, 

and tne Cnie1· 01· .1-'olice, Mr. Higaonna. 

Colone.t Risner st.ated that the Air Force had· repeatedly cautioned 

ecrap colleci:.ors to remain away from i;ne range while it was ·in Eilperation. 

However, the scrap col.iectors continue to appear on the range wnile 

aircra~t are firing J..ive ammunition • . The Air Ferce, said Uolonel 

R:i.sner, refuses to accept responsibility for anyone injure~mile on 

the range when it is in use. Mayor '.l'amashiro said he understood tnis 

to pe r,rue. 

Colone.L Hisher stated tnat e1·tective imrne<liate1.y, unless otnerwise 

notified by _:t.tie_Air Force that tne range is open, there was to be no 

further trespassing at any .tillle. Farmers presently growing crops within 

the area may continue until harvest time. No new planting of crops 

within the restricted area will be a.1.lowed~ After harvesting tneir 

\ 

present crop_s, tr1e _.!.~~_1ne~~ _wjJ._l _no _J.onger .. tl)e_..JJ.owed within the range area. 

Tne Air Force encouraged farmers whose !'arms_ are within the 

restricted area to relocate t,heir farms ·on otner Air Force land. 1'nose · 

1·armers who 1'aiJ.ed to c_ooperate wit.h tne Air .1··orce woul.d be cleared· 1·rom 

t.he Air 'orce leased ·1and by U:il,:AH. 

Colonei disher and nis staff repeat2dly pointed· out tnis danger area 

on a map 1·or the Ie-Sniman off'icia.1.a. .Previous to tnis meet.ing', tne ., 



r· 

Air li'orce had cut a wide path tnrough the underbrush delineating the off 

limits area., 'l'i1is path too was shown to .the Hayor and his o.t'ficial 

staff. The Air .F'orce p.Laiis to post cement, bilingual signs every 100 feet 

warning the inhat)i"tants not to trespass on the range. 

Colonel Risher a1.so ex};lained tnat periodic burnings of the 

underbrush 6'l'.'owing on tne range would be accomplished. This action 

is necessary in order to derive rnaxima.L eH'iciency from the range. 

Colonel Risner mentioned that activity on the range would increase 

heavily in April. 

Mayor 'l'amashiro said i1e would do all he could to prevent 

trespassing on the Air F'orce range. 'l'he mayor estimated t 11 at of the 

7,500 inhabitants ol' Ie-dhirna, approximately 100 persons active.Ly 

engage in scrap collecting. Most of the scrap coJ.lectors were 

youngsters. · 

Ie-Shimans get ~.oo for 1600 and 500 pound pract.ice bornos and 

2!:i cents 1·or the 25 pounders. They receive 6 cents for the brass 

machine gun shells. 



He ndouart ·.:: rs 6313th Air ~3as e '-Ting (i'AC,\P ) 
U1lD.' J J ;3T ATS5 AIR F(JHCE 

APO 239, San Francisco, Cnl:Lforni.a 

25 Mar 60 

Hequcst, f or Cle:irance of i arrn i r~g ay1d 0c :. ·nr Collecting !301.mdary 
of Range Air to l.IJ'ouncl le 3~ima Auxilia r y Airfield 

~513ADi v .( 31:5CE) 

1. A recent :3ta.ff stuctr was rnadc by your he adquarters c cincernine the farming, 
gathering of firewood and scrap· collecting on U e ~. Government Controlled ~foal 
~s t a te on Ie Shi ma Auxiliary Airfield and particularly the area wi.thin the 
limits of t he ranse, R-178. As a re.sult of t,his staff study, a confere~ce 
was held with the Son Officials of the Ie Shi.ma Villaeu Office anc.l repre
sentative s of the u.s. Air Fo r ce, U.S. Army · En r,\ neer District Okinawa., u.s. 
Civi l Administra tor Hyuk;yus on ?5 February 1960. 

2. Dur i ng t his c ;;nferencc, the Son Officials agrr:!ed to conduct a survey of 
the land pre sently under cultivation within t he tarEet area of t he Han.r;e. 
ALtachGtl here to arc t iir ,:e t 1ermo-fax copic ~ of t h~ i nglish translation of 
t he da.t :" c ompile d by t r1 e 1-iayor of Ie-3on. It is reouested you take 
neces s a r y and immediate action with USAEDO to reir.ove t ile ·i' urmers from within 
the danger area bounded by the bulldozed trail as outlined on the attached 
drawin~ of Ie-Shima Auxiliary Ai-rfic ld. 

3. The following policy is proposed for the future: 

a. Farmers expectin~ to harvest crops prior to 1 tlune 1960 will be 
allo~,md to c1.~Itiva te thes e crop s when t he ,·ange is closed to aircraft. U:i:; on 
c ornpletion of the - harvest no furth e r farmi r:e by these farme rs will be 
permitted~ A point of entry and exit will b i) established by rD.n ·{c o ~'ficj_aJ.s. 
All fanriers must ent·::r t hru t h is point and p r ocee d direct to their fields. 
Their presence on any othe r portion of the ranee ·is definitely prohibited. 

b. All other i'arn,ers should be evicted at the earliest possibl e da te . 

c. Considerati un will be given in January 1961 to allow t he farmers 
whose crops mature at this t ime t o r e t urn and · harvest thE.n,e crops. 

d. The United St at e s Air l orce is conducting c c.mtroll .. :, <l b urning whe n 
t he r ange is closed to aircraft and on weekends, weathe r permitting. Extreme 
care is heinf{ taken t o li1ili t the burn:i,ng to small ar r.:as and to avoid 
d1?structi on of C 'Ops, trees and other improvements. 

e. The colle ction of scr ap w::.. t '. i n t lte boundari e s of land l e ased to the 
U'.S. Gove rnment, is prohibited. Individua.Ls other t han t hose few ~·a1!71crs 
autr1orize <l ent r ., t o this :range :w.10 are ar:1-•r e hended wi thin the l i 1nits 
established h".) re will -,c c , nsidere cl t resp assers and prosecuted. 

1 • 
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4. A r eq uest for License for / ::i1·i 1j_ni; and Gatherinrr of / ir-'!•:1ood f or the 
rei,1a inde r of t he land under the jurisdiction oi' t he U. S . Government on Ie 
Shi ma is boin1;· pr,;parecl and will ix! a ma-L t,er of separate act:.Lon. 

J • 1·l. t''J'T .~R 
Lt Colonel, USAF 
Base Bnginecr 

2 

2 Atchs 
1. Transla t i o n of Data ( :5 cy s) 
2. le Shima Auxiliary Airfield 

Vicinity (3 cys) 



REPLY TO 

Headquarters 
313TH AIR DIVISION 

United States Air Force 
APO 239, San Francisco, California 

ATTN OF: . 31310 
,. 

Sl]B~CT: Ie-ahima Incident 
~ -~ { . 

/ 
TO: 5AF (FCOI), APO 925 

In accordance with 5AF TWX 5FCOI 03692, dated 14 March 1960, the follow
ing information is. submitted . in triplicate. 

FOR THE COMMANDER 

BERNARD ffiTEHS 
Lt Col, USAF 
Information Officer 

Q 

3 Atch 
1. Statements 
2. Swnmary of police dept. 
3. Indigenous press reaction. 

• 



· ALL OF Tllli F0LLOi/lNG STATE~NTS WERE 0DTAINBD BY THE GRI POLICE AT 

THE NAG0 HOSPITAL, THE DAY OF Tl-lli ACCIDENT 

STATEI•ENT by Toshiichi Oshiro (One of the victims) 

11I live in 2-kumi, Nishizaki-Aza, le-son, and my occupation is 

farming. 

"At about 10 a.m., March 10, 1960, I and my neighbor Takemori · 
tj) 

Oshiro Lfakemori 1s last name was Shimabuku-~ot OshiriJ, age 20, both 

w,:,nt on the firing range to collect bombs. 

[_A.t this _tine Oshiro groaned and fell into a comatose state. 

The police discontinued taking further information and obtained a finger 
~ 

print on the statenent from Chosho Nagamine, a witness to Oshiro 1a state-

nent, who testified that the above atatenw3nt was _true and correct;J 

ST ATEMI<~NT by T akemori Shimabuku ( One of the victims) , 

"I live in 2-kumi, Nishizaki-Aza, le-son, and my occupation is 
( 

farming. 

"At about 10 a.m. today (March ·10), I was shot by a US pl&e on the 

firing range on I~-shima. 

11The following is my account of the incident: 

"At 9 a.m. today (March ·10) I went to collect empty shells at the . 

firing range with my neighbor Toshiichi Oshiro, age 17, and I was shot 

in ~ , leg by machipe .. gun fire from a plane on the spot which we call 

Koji-yama. It is located approximately 150 yards from the targets, which 

is located in the so-called ·Kaya-mo. Because my companion_, .Toshiichi 

• > 
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Oshiro, was behind me, I did not know where he had been hurt until we 

got into a boat, which was made from an aircraft fuel tank. The boat 

was owned by Toshiichi's brother. Near the lighthouse I found out that 

he had been injured so seriously that one of his arms had been amputated, 

and he was carrying the amputated arm in his left hand. 

11Both of _us signaled to Toshiichi' s older brother who had been looking 

for sea shells near the light house. He carried us in his ·· boat as far as 

the beach near ·Nishizaki-village, where we received medical treatment from 

a nurse from the dispensary. From there 'we were ferried to Toguchi and 

then transported to the Nago hospital over here in a car. 

11During the firing practice three reel colored warnin'g flags were 

displayed on the top of three observation towers. When we got on the range 

there were also flags displayed. We lmew we were not supposed to go on the 

firing range when the red flags were displayed, but we went on the range 

anyhow and we were injured. 

"I received a piercing bullet-wound on the right leg near my knee 

from ~ machine-gun bUlJ.et. I have been operated on and I don I t feel any 

pains now. I have not asked yet how long it would take for the wound to 

heal. 

nThere was not anybody aroutrd us when we were injured." 

[fhe above stateioont was read to the affiant and he testified that 

it was true and correct. He stated that he couldn't sign the statement 

so his finger print was obtained.J 

. . / \ ' . 
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S'rA1'EMEN'r by Toshiyuk:i Os_hiro ( Older brother ?f victim Oshiro.) 

11 I am an old brother of ToshHchi·' OshJ.!O who has been injured on 

the US firing range on Ie-shima today. I ferried Toshiichi an<l T akemori 

Sh~buku from the beach ; ear· the light house as ·far as the be ach near 

Nishizaki-village in &my boat which i.a made from a fuel tank of an aircrai·t. 

"I hereby state the i'ollowj,ng account oi' what I have seen and done: 

11At about 10 a~m. today (March 10) I was looking for sea sheHs on 

the sea below the light house near the firing range, when I saw two young 

nen signalling me with their hands. They said, "Help Us1 11 I proceeded 

with my boat to the beach were t hey were standing, and I saw that -both my 

brother, Toshiichi Oshiro, 17, and a neighbor, Takemore -~himabuku, had 

been injured. My . brother Toshiichi I s right arm had . been amputated and he 

was carrying it in his left hand. Tak~more had received a wound ·on his 

right leg. They told me that they had been shot by machine-gun fire. 

"My brother Toshiichi was bleeding badJ.y from his a rm. The sight 

o.f it shocked me. I ferried both of them in nzy- boat to the beach near 

Nirizaki-~ge, and after that, I notified my f amily about the incident. 

B1 the ti.ire I returned to the beacn, it wa :3 crowded with vil lagers. 1-/ith 

the help of others, we boarded them in a boat and ferried them to Toguchi and 

transported them to the Nago hospital and had : them operated on their wounds. 

"When we were at the I~-shima pie_r, a po1.icempJ1 was asking them 

ffihe v_ictimiJ questions and both of them told the policeman t?at they had 

• gore to collect empty shells and were shot _by machine-eun fire ·rrom a 

plane. 



111 was told _ that the spot where they were shot is called Koji

yama which is located in tne so-called Kaya-mo. Kaya-mo is located 

,approximate l y 150 yards from t,he targets used for machine-~un firing 

·practices. 

"During the firing practices, red flags are hoisted on the three 

observation towers :in the firing i'ange. ~'/hen the flags are hoisted, 

nobody is authoriz~<l t _~_ en~~ ,the i'iring range, but I li'.ssune that both 

of them went on the range to col.Le ct· empty shells during the firing 

practices, and there, they met with such misfortune. 

[fhe above statement was read to Mr. Toshiyuki Oshiro, who testified 

th~t it was true and correct. He signed and had his finger print placed 

on the statementJ 

_ STATr.:J•E NT by Ch_osho Nagamine (Brother-in-law of tne victim .Shimabuku) 
'O 

"I live in" 2-kumi, Nishizalci-village, Ie-son, and by occupation 

I am a carpenter. 

;,I am the b~~the;•in-la~ ffiusband of the · elder sister of the victiEY 

of Takemori Shimabuku who was injured on the US firine range on Ie-s_hima 

today (March 10). I ferried both Takemori and the other victim Toshiichi 

Oshiro in ·a boat from the beach near Nishizaki-viilage to Toguchi., Motobu

son [on the mainland of Okinawi/ and transported them from there to the 

Nago hospital in a car. They were treated there. I hereby give my 

account of the incident as in the follow: 

"I got back home late J.ast night- from work and got up at about _ 

9 a.m. this morning. I was ~istening to the news broaddasts over the radio 

when I saw 4 or 5 woroon making facket in front of Shifado's ato~e, which 
J 



( 
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is loca\ed across .the street from my house. I thought there was a 

second-hand clothes peddler over there, so I got ill from my wife to 

buy if he had anything I wanted. ,tjut there wasn't any second-hand 

clothes peddler, and they told me that there we re men who had been wounded 

at the firing ranges and that ·they had been brought to the beach nearby. 

I rushed to the beach in ~ront of Nishizaki-village. 

"There at the beach lay Toshiichi Oshiro, 17, of the same address 

of 2-kwni, Nishizaki-village and my wife I s brother, Takemori Shimabuku, 

\ 

20; both had be~n wounded. I saw Toshiichi had had his right arm amputated 

and Takemori had been shot through his right leg. · 

"When I arrived at the beach, there was :t of many Nishizald 

villagers. I notified the Police and the dispens . of the incident 

and ferried them in a boat to the pier in Ie vil age. They were given 

treatment by a nurse from the dispensary at le village~ After that we 

fe r ried them to Toguchi~ Motobu. From there we took them by a car to , 

the Nago hospital in Nago, where they we1~ treated. 

- "During the firing practices, red i"l~s are hoi~ted on the three 

observation towers in the range. When the flags are up nobody is 

permitted to .enter the range. I assume that both 01' the victims ,went 

on the range during the firing practices to coil~ct empty shells and 
, . J 

met with such ·misfortune. · 

· . [fha above stateioont was read to Chosho Nagamine, who testified 

that it was true and correct. He both stgned the statement and had 

his finger print placed on it;/ 

I 
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SUMHAJ1Y Of TIIB GRI POLICZ DEPT. INVBSTIGATION OF TI-lli _ IE-SI-f frlA BOl·lliING 

RANGE INCI DENT 

- -

This report was accomplished by Hr. Shukujyu Arakaki, Police 

Superintendent, Chief of ~he Decrective Bureau, GRI. 

The GRI police officials estimated that the accident occurred 

between 0900 and 1000 hours on the morning of 10 M~ch 1960. 

The accident is believed to have occurred on the Ie-ahima bombing 

range, i.e. on land which is under the jurisdiction of Kadena Air Base. 

The victims were: Talcemorf Shimabuku, · age 21, occupation farmer, 

residence 2-kumi, Aza Nishizaki, Ie-son; and Toshi i chi Oshiro, age 17, 

occupat·ion farmer, residence 2-kumi, Aza Nishizaki, Ie-son. 

Takemori · .'.3himabuJru rece~ved a 11piercing bullet wound on the right 
. . 

lower pa.rt of his thigh, 11 while Toshiichi Oshiro had 11/jiii/ right upper 

arm amputated and lacerations on /jiiiJ chest,. 11 

- There were no eye •witnesses. - The first report of the incident was 

sent .to GRI Police Headquarters by the Chief of Police, Toguchi Police 

Station at 1450 hours 10 March 1960. (Toguchi i~ a town on the tip of 

the Motobu Peninsula, situated ol!._j)kin.awa approximately 3 and 1/2 miles 

from Ie~shima.) GRI Police He~..QqY.~ters t !_le~ _no\ifj.e_g ___ t b,~tJJ,SCAR Public 

Safety Departnent and the Office of Special Investigation on Kadena AB.· 

·Kadena had heard nothing of the report. - (U.S. Air Force range officials 

at Ie-shima had first heard of a possible incident on the range at 1400 

hours at which -tine a brief investig~}ion of t ~ purpor-ted-locatron .was 
..:.---

conducted.) 



Permission was reque~tcd and received from the USAF t'or tne GRI 

pol ice t 9 investivate the incident. 'On March 11, . GHI polic'e investigators 
")~ 

were r lown t o Ie-shima along witn interested military ,personn~l. 

Upon arriving at Ie-sM.ma, tne GRI police proceeded to question 

o r fi.ciaJ.s ot' Ie-shima, US.Af, range personnel, tne 1'ogucni police, and 

ott1er parties present in the USAF compound. 

,)_ The GRI police described the scene of t he accident in tne follow-

ing manner: "The scene is a wide open flat land. 'fhe grass ahci trees 

have been burned up and the view is unobstructed. There were scattered 

pieces of flesh, bones and clothes believed to belong to the victims 

laying approximately 786 1'eet north of target number b. 
( ,v '( ,' rJ 

"To the rear of the targe t s was n.at ,.tand, althougn tnis view is 

obstructed by the targets. To tt1e east vis wide open !'lat land, and 

the view is extremely· good. 11 (In this description, the GRI police 

neg~ected to mention the small Cycad trees growing on the west side of 

the bulldozed path leading to number 6 target. 'l'he two victims apparent.1.y 

hid among these trees while the aircra1't approached the target.) · 

The GRI police report. states that during t he 1'iring practice, red 

colored warning I 'lags are always raised on tne observation towers. 'I'hese 

red f J:.ag~ 11 can be seen extremely clear from tne scene 0_1· the accident. 11 

To the west of the location of the accident is t he seashore, approxi~ 

mate.Ly 700 1'eet away and tnere is nothing to oost ruct the view f rom t nis 

direction either • . 

r 
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The GRI police report that since there were no eye witnesses, the 

scene of the accident was not exactly known. However, . the victims, 

when q_uestioned in the _ hospital had given the approximate location to 

th~ police. In their search for the actual location, the police were 

assisted by the Mayor of Ie-shima, the assistant mayor, and Mr. Chosho 

Nagamine, age 25, a carpenter, who resides at 2-kurui, Aza Nishizaki. 

Approximately ,qo feet from the spot where the,victirns reported 

the accident occurred is a location believed to be frequented by scrap 

collectors. There the police found three pieces of clothing which the 

police thought the rnEm mi8ht have spread on the ground while resting. 

The police :also found several scattered bu~ned stems of cycad. 

USAF personnel, who operate the range, reported that the location 

just described was the "waiting .. place for the people who trespassn on the 

range seeking to collect the empty shells. 

According to accounts given the police by USAF range personnel, 

the Mayor of Ie-shima and J:tir. Chosho Nagamine, the following is the 

typical procedure followed by the scrap collectors. The "trespassers_" 

wait at the above mentioned location. _ The planes approach the targets 

flying low and from a southerly direction, then continue in a n~rther~y 

direction aft2r completing their firing • . During the actual firine, the 

collectors usually hide among the burned Cyc-ad trees or in depressions 

in the ground. As the first aircraft fires on the target, the collectors 

rush out on the course ~nd be&in. to gather up the shells• If they fail 

to" take cover by the ti_!OO __ i;,he second aircraft begins its run on the target, 

they are in mortal. .danger. The police assUJl8 that the two victims failed 

·l 
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to take cover when the second aircraft began its strafing run. 

The range extends from the center of the target area out some 

5 1 000 ft in all directions. (Part or -this area extends out into the 

sea; the actuai land area e!1compassed within the range area is approxi

mate.Ly 900 acres.) 

Witl1in this area, no one has been permitted to enter other than on 

those clays when no firing . practices are t1elci (Saturdays and Sundays). 

However when_ .firing practices are he.id on the weekends I the peop.le are 

notified in advance and the danger wicte~y pub~icized. The range has 

three bulldozed, circle paths; one at 5000 feet, another at ·3000 feet, 

an.cl the .Last at 2000 feet. 

According to the Mayor and tho assistant mayor, all the residents 

of the island are t'EuniJ.iar witn the geographic 1'eatures 01· the range within 

the 5000 feet-=bounclry. 

11The village officia..Ls had thoi·oughly warned tt1e people 01' the dangers. 

However, some people never .Listen to the warni;gs issue d by the mura and 

village authorities. II 

T ne report goes on to state, "Township officials have held rr.eetint S 

to warn t he people not to trespass the off-limits areas, but only- the 

r,oocl people who dare not go on the range 3eem to attend the rooetings. 

Those who. frequently trespass the areas, never· attend the meetings, there- _f 

fore, the village officials can not stop them.. ~"hen the village officials 

have warned this latter group, they have taken a defiant attit ude toward 

the officials, demanding that the officials guarantee them support for 

a living. The Township officials stated th?t despi te- th~ir repeated 

: ... 
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warning s the collector s continue to go on _to the range at the risk 

of t heir liv8s. 11 · 

'rhe r eport states that the col.Lectors earn as much as $300 ·a month 

and sel.dom less than ~~100. No other occupation on t he island pays as 

well. On son-e occasions there have been as many as 200 people on the range. 

When they were chased, the collectors fied, only to return when their pur: 

suers have gone away. Sometimes the collectors have thrown stones at the 

range personnel when they attempted to catch them. 

Most~ fantastic of aH, the GRI police report states that on some 

occasion~, cigarette and bread vendors have gone -on the range to sell 

their wares to the collectors. The collectors pay for the bread and 

cigarettes w:i.th- their shells. 

The conclusions drawn by GRI on the basis of their investigation 

was this. Between 0805 and 1645 hours on Thursday, the 10th of Narch, 

the bombing range at Ie-shima was being used by aircraft. (The range 

was not in use between 1400-1445 hours, because at that tirr.e, range 

person_nel -were investigating a rep<;>rt that ah incident had occurred on 

t he range. Since no evidence was round by the investigating party, the 

r ange was r ~opened at 1530 hours.) As usual the danger signals including 

blowing of sirens and hoisting red flags were gj_ven all in advance to 

w£:rn everyone that t he range was being used. "Even though the two victims 

were aware of the clanger and understood the · ange•J·•t.:ias open for use by air

ers.ft, they trespassed on the range." Their purpose was to collect scrap, 

even though they were risking their lives, uwe assmoo that this incident was 

caused through their {f,he two victirny own fault and not .through the inten

tion or the f ault of the pilot of the jet aircraft." 

5 -
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The GRI polic.e report ends with a statement that the police had 

brought b ack wi th them from Ie-shima pieces of flesh and clothes believed 

to belong to the victims for the purpose of furthe·r study and analysis. 

They also stated that they brought back two 37mm [siiJ machine g~ shells 

and two bullets. 

At the time that this_ swmnarization of. the · GRI police report was 

accomplished, the analysis of the evidence found on the range was not 

complete. 

# 
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PRESS REACTION TO THE IE-SHU'lA rncIDENT: 

The ;factual articles m the indigenous papers were favorable · 

in that they made it . clear that the two :injured parties should not have 

been on the range while it was ~ operation , especiall y since adequate 

warning and safety measures had been takon by tre Air .force. 

The following press translations are cited as . examples of the 

favorable indigenous press reaction: the Ryukyu Shill!Po, 12 March 1960, 

11Chief Arakaki Shukuju of the Criminal Affaira Section Qf the Pol.ice 

Headquarters (GRI), who had flown 11 March to the spot for investigation 

in a mili tarY, plane, stated in this connection as follows, point"ing out 

that according to his investigation the two youths were at fault 11 ; and, 

in the Okinawa ~, 12 Fl.arch 1960, 11As a result of the investigation, 

judging from the facts that the scene of the incident is located in the 

Off-Limits area and three warning flags were being flown at that tii:.e, it 

was found out that both victims, Shimabuku and Oshiro who had 'received 

injuries, were responsible for the incident." 

However, certain leftist agitators used this incident to at ::.,empt to 

smear the u.s. military and its F'ar East policies. For example, Hr. ::ienaga 

of the Okinawa Peoples Party is quoted in the Okinawa~, 11 March 1960, 

as stating, 11Tnis incident as well as the Ishikawa jet crash accident cm.d 

the shooting case at Kin village reveals concretely the aggressive nature 

of the u.s., I believe. 11 He then went on to attack the Army's stationing 

of the Hawk missile, "weapons of murder." 

Two d~cisive actions taken by the USAF did much to create this favorable 

press reaction and miniITd.ze the claims of the leftist agitl!_t,ors. 1''irst, the 



information office of the 5L-Sth Air Division initiated an inurediate 

invest.ir ation to discover whether or not the usual safety procedures 

had been followed on the range the day the accident was ·r eported to 

have happened. ' After it was determined that the usual safety procedures 

had been followed, the information office released this information to -

the local press. 

The second factor was the invitation. to the Government of the 

. Ryukyu Islands (GRI) police to participate in the investigation. The 

GRI police proved to be very useful because of their thoroughness in inves

tigating the circwnstances surrounding the incident. They _obtained state~ 

roents from the victims admitting their culpability, interviewed the Ie-shima 

officials, and carefully searched the area for .. possible clues. After complet

ing their investigation, the GRI police provided the USAf., OSI and Inf'ormation 

Office with copies of the report of their findings. 

The information given to the indigenous press by the GRI police was 

factual, ailowing n_o room for supposition. Because the information originated 

from the GRI police~ it precl uded any claim that ~he f acts were being with

held or distorted by the USAF. 

On the whole this incident passed into history with relatively little 

damage to t.he USAF po~ition on Okinawa. From the experience gained through 

this incident, this office reconurends that the indigenous police should be

invited to ·· joint~y investigate those incidents where Ryukyuans and/or their 

property is involved. 

The advantages for this action are numerous. To cite a few: a very 

fine relationship, based upon a profe~Bional respect for -profe~sional ability, 

is create-d between t he indigenous police and their military counterparts; 
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the facts are more difficult to discredit by leftist groups due to the 

source of the information; and, cooperation with local officials and 

police servos to create a more favorable image of the USAF in the eyes 

of the local press. 
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REPORT OF simrous INCIDENT 

At approximately 1530 hours, 10 March 60, a telephone call was received 

at the PMO from Mr Simmons of USCAR Safety Section, stating that his office 

had received a report, from the Okinawan Police that two (2) Ryukyuans had 

been injured by gunfire on the island of Ie Shima. Mr Simmons stated that 
[ 

the report had not been confirmed as of that tinie, but that the report had 

stated that two (2) male Ryukyuans on Ie Shima had been shot in the leg 

and arm by Civilian Ryukyuan Guard personnel employed by the usp,. 

Simmons requested any information/confirmation on the incident. 

Mr 

\ 

At approximately 1545 hours, 10 March 60,, a phone call was 

placed to the island of Ie Shima, whefe the NCOIC of the Air Police Security 

Guards (SSgt Corneal) was contacted • . Sgt Corneal stated that approximately 

1200 hours on this date, two (2) male Ryukyuans had been injured on the le 

Shima Straffing Range by strafeing aircraft. Names of injured as follows: 

#1. takemori SHIMABUKU, Age 20 years •• Injuries to Right Leg 

#2. Toshikazu OSHIRO, Age 17 Years •• Severe injuries to right 
arm, with possible amputation at elbow. 

Sgt Corneal stated further that he had become aware of the 

incident at approximately 1~40 _hours, when he was notified of the incident 

by the civil police 9f Ie Shima. He st~~-dJ~her that the injured persons 

had 1?6en take!} to the Nakama Hospital at Nago, ·by Ryukyuan persona in a 

boat. He stated further that since the notification by the police, attempts 

· had been made to coniact Kadena Air Base to report the incident, but were 

not successful because of static on the communications lines. 

A,, . , ... ... 4 ______ 
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An immediate call was made to the 310th ISO reporting the 
C, 

known info, and a call was made to USC/ill with ~he information available. 

The Provost Marshal and Inspector General, 515th AD were also notified. 

At approximately 1605 hours, thia date, a further call was 

received from Sgt Corneal, statlng that the incident had apparently occurred 

at approximately 1000 hours, this date. He stated that the two injured 

persons were apparently on the range while it was open anu·in o~ration, and 

had been struck by ammunition or rounds from strafeing aircraft. Stated 

further that from available information from the le Shima Police, the two 

· Ryukyuans had been struck by the rounds of anmt<il· being fired. By-atand:ing 

Ryukyuans had picked the injured up, carrie_d them to a doc_k at the water's 

edge nearby. OSHIRO had been injured seriously near the elbow of his right 

t arm, and: a Ryukyuan doctor from Ie Shima had been summoned to the scene for 

possible medical assistance. The Ryukyuan had then made a hasty amputation 

of the injured 0SHIRO1 a arm at the dock area, the two injured were placed 

aboard a Ryukyuan boat, and then transported to the hospital at Nago for 

further treatmmt.. Sgt Corneal stated the local police were unable to 

ascertain the exact · 1ocation·· of the incident's occurrance, but that a search 

of the area for bloodstains or other evidence wo.uld be continued. 

At approximately 1625 hours, this da !-.,e, a patrol car ailc! inter- _ 

preter from RASP was dispatched to the Nago h~pital to obtain additional 

infor~tion, especi-ally on the apparent type of aimnunition causing the wounds. 

This patrol reported that, upon their arrival at the hospital, both victims 

were under sedation and could not be interviewed. The doctors attending . the 

·injured stated; however, that the wounds were apparently. caused by either .so 

caliber _or .20nn arnnnmition, or .from other explod~g ordnance., and were not 
" 

caused by carbine anmo as c_arried by USAF guard personnel. 

. ' 
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A rep6rt· of· their findings is being compiled by RASP patrol, 

and this report, along with a report from the attending doctors from Nago 

Hospital, wUl be forwarded thi.s office on 11 March 60. 

At approx 1750 hours, this date, a call was received again from . 

USCAR, requesting that an airlift be scheduled ASAP to Ie Shima Island. 

·Col Stanton of 6515th ABW was contacted and has set ~p airflight for 0750 

hours, 11 March 60. Aboard aircraft will be representatives of USCAR 

Safety, Police, PIO, and from the USAF will be OIS, Ground Safety, Claims 

Office, Air Police, and other interested officials. · 

" 11FINISH1"' 

NO FURTHlm DEV~LOPMENT SM MM it l( l( M 

LT CARROLL: 

. THIS IS ABOIJr ALL THE nlPORMATION AVAILABIB ON THE IllCIDENT. HOPE 

THIS WILL ASSIST YOU IN YOUR 11HEADACJlliS". 

i 

MSG~ STOWR 
".PMO 
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ON ICE OJ? PUBLIC A?FAiftS 
u. s. Civil Administration of tne Ryukyu Islands 

Draft 1-'ress Translation 
Friday, ll I-larch 1%0 

The Old.nawa Times - News Article ( T) 

r_rwo SCRAf-' COLLiCTWS S;-~FliuUSLY ,JuUN1Ji,l) 
BY STRAFING OF E'l' Vi...Al'IE 

No. 871 

(Nago) At around 10 a.m. on l·1arch 10th, SHIM,WUKU Takernori (20 years 

old) and OSHI !W Toshiichi ( 19 years old), both !"armers residing at Aza 

Nishizald., Ie Son were machine-gunned by a maneuvering jet-plane in the · 

military maneuvering ground at ~a Ku, Iejima. · 

The two were immediately rushed in a canoe to the Nago hospital via 

r-iotobu Cho. In th~ hospi ta.L, 0.SHL?.(>' s right arm was amputated, while 

SHU'IA.BUKUHO was f ounc.l · to have recei ve<l a piercing bullet-wound in the .r:-ieht 

low~r pDrt 01' the body which will require 10 days for ccmplate healing. 

The two rnet this mishap for e~l~ring the maneuvering ground which is 

dee.tared orf-limi ts to collect scrap iron:. , 1'hey received tne J11achine-gun 

bullets frcm a maneuvering jet-plane coming in front of tnem. The said 

maneuvering eround seems to be covered by thickly grown miscanthus (grass) 

but .it seems that tne presen6-~---- of a man can be distinguished. 

The Toguchi Police Station is expected to dispatch Hr. Shil·'iOJI, chief' 

judicial official to the scene of incident on around the 1.lth to inquire into 

the incident. 

◄ Statement of OSHIRO whose right arJ!1 was B:1!1Imtated: "As I was standing, 

a plane corning over in f·ront of me stra1'ed. We two walked to tne secilhore 

and called out for help to a canoe nearby .... 

r 
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In connection with t rie above incident, the u.s. air i'orce authorities 

. ' 
unof i'i.cial.ly ~ounced triat t hey could not s_ay an:Tthing definite at present, 

until after suiTicient study was given on the cause oi' their wounds, but 

they alw;1ys took careful measures by sucn as issuing strict warning, sound

ing a siren and noisting -uie flag indicating _t he danger signa.1, whenever 

·they conducted tne maneuvering. 

(Similar a_rticle in H.yukyu Shimpo) 

\ 
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OPS IMMgDIATE 
PRIORITY 

From: 513TH AIR DIVISION, KAIENA AIR BAm OKWAWA 

To: SAF FUCHU AIR STATION JAPAN 

Info: PACAF HICKAM AFB HAWAII 

CONFI~JTIAL 

COJIJIJA.NDING GENBRAL, USARYIS, APO 331 (COURIER) 

CONF/313IO ___ Q':;J._· _._S,_2 _________ • FOR 5FCOI. 

INFORMATION REIBIVED THIS HEAIXiUARTERS APPROXIMATELY 1500 

HOURS 10 MARCH INDICATES POSSIBILITY 2 RYUKYUANS INJillIBD 
,, ~l . . . 5 

BY STRAFING PRACTICE GO'IBRNMBNT lliAS::~D IE-SHil'1A RANGE 

MORNING OF 10 MARCH. COMPIBTE WARNL'JG ACTION WAS '£AKEN AT 

RANGE SITE PRIOR 'fO PRACTICE FIRINGS INCLUDING PERSONAL 

RECONNAISSANCE BY RANGE OFli'ICIJu,S,- SIREN WARNING ALARMS, 

AND RAISING APPROPRIATE FLAGS. AIR FORCE OF':F'ICIALS HAVE HELD 

REPEATED MEETINGS WITH IE-SHIMA LOCAL OFF'ICIALS W.ARlUNG THEM 

OF DANm;R TO LOCAL PERSONNEL BEING DJ RANGE AREA DURING 

PRACTICE PERIODS. SOI£ LOCALS RUSH our TO COLIECT SCRAP 

l-ETAL DURING TARGET PRACTICE. INVESTIGATION ffiING CONDUCTED 

TO. DETERMINE FULL FACTS THIS MAT'I'ER. PENDING ~ .. URTilliR DETAILS 

ll 

MARCH 1960 

31310 

JERNARD PETERS, LT ·coL, USAF lERNARD ffiTERS 

40125 l of 2 
Lt Colonel, USAF 
Information Officer 

<'r 0 RE··r . \ r l1 ·t 
'• ./ •I •- . • \ f 
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313TH ALq DIVISION, KADENA AB OKINAWA 

.,...,.__ 
ONLr PUBLIC INl?ORMA1'ION REk,ASED BY AIR FORCE Til!lOUGH USCAR 

OPI :ts DETAILS OF WARNING AGI'ION TA~N AT RANGE SITE. 

LOCAL \ft:RNACULAR PRESS RE ACTION NOfES THAT VICTIMS WEIIB IN 

11 0Fii~ LIMITS" Alli:A AND STRES&S THAT "AIR FOHCE KMPLOYS EV~HY 

POSSIBlli MEANS OF CAllrION BEFO.R.t; nRING PRACTiffiS Allli HELD. 11 

POLITICAL ADVISOR TO HICO.M HERE: HAS ASK:iD THAT YOUR llliAm UARTEHS 

PASS THIS INFORMATION TO A~RICAN Bl-IBASSY. 

SECREl 
\ ' . . 

'? 
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Press Translation 

OFFICE OF lliF'!Jl1M.,\TION SSHVI C'i'.: S 
. Hq, 315th Air Division 

APO 259 

IDCJ\L OHGAN IZATIONS TU Si' A}1T :smVEY OVSH· SHOCJflNG GA~ I N lli J IMA 

(The Okin.awa Tir-es, 11 .March 1960) 

An incident occurred on 10 March at t he maneuverjng area in Iejima, 

in which two young men were shot and seriously -.wounded- by a jet pj_ane 

while they were collecting scrap in the area. Imrne<liat ely a police 
I, 

t 
group, started for the spot and is presently conducting an investieation of 

'\ 
the actual conditions concerning the case. The Air Force also dispatched 

a group .for t he investigation, it is said. However, no announcement is 

made yet about the actual circumstances. Attaching i!.!:-P_C?rtance ___ to the matter,--

polttical _ parties and other local organizations are going to institute their 

own investigation. 'l'he following are comrr.ents connected witn the case. 

Comment of Secretary-Gene~al SHINZATO of the Okinawa Teachers Association: 

"It is very · regrettable for us, the Okinawa 1'eachers Association, 

t hat many similar incidents have happened in the military bases. Since 'hre 

are ignorant of the details of the incident, I will investigate it as soon 

as p~ssible. Based ·on the result of the investigati·on, our associat;ion will 

decide its attitude toward the case. 11 

Comment of Mr. S~NAGA Kamejiro of the Peoples !;arty: 

"This in·cident as ~ell ~ as the Ishikawa ⇒et crash accident and the 

shooting case at Kin village reveals concretely the aggressive nature 

of ·the United States, I believe. The United States again announced its 

intention 10 March to _requisition some 200 chobu (1 chobu equal 2.45 acres) 



f 
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area f'or the purpose of cohstructing Hawk missile bases, weapons to murder. 

To make 1nat\.,e1·s worse, t hey declare that the requisition will cont ribute 

to the welf .?.re · of' the local inhabitants . Nothing can be more abs urdl 

The prospec:tive requisition will bring about such incidents as t hi s c ase 

in every place in Okinawa, I believe. Wherever the military bases exist 

in Okjnawa, such i ncident s cannot be avoided. 

This ·incident in Iejima is caused by the slackness of military 

r discipline i~ the U. ~. 1',o1ce s which has no battling object. Bach demo

cratic organization should struggle for settling the . case under t he ---le-acler

ship of a unifie d organization. 11 

· .. _., 

Comment of ~ducation & Publicity Department, Director KAME KO of the 

Government Smployee s Unions Federation: 

11vle cannot understand, from t he common-sense standpoint, such an act 

as to fire, _though one recognizes the existence of persons in sight. 

Seeing the shooting case at Kin village ( in which a Marine serv1ce man 

shot an Okinawan woman to death by mistaking her for a wild boar), and 

this very case, I become inc lined to suspect that t he u.s. military is 
. . . 

conducting maneuver by making Okinawan people a target. 'l'he Government 

Employees Unions Federation takes a serious view of this incident. Con

sidering the incident with t he -scheduled requisition of some 200 chobu of 
· · of Me 

land for Hawk missile bases, what will becomeAOkinawa inAfuture? It is 

undeniable that we live peacefully in Okinawa? Our federation will 

meet together with all de111ocratic organizations in order to discuss the 

matter." 



FCA008KPKA004PAB050AAB006 
RR RJAOKC 
DE RJAPAA 15D 
Rl40402Z 
FM 5AF FUCHU AIR sr1~ JAPAN 
TO RJHPKM/PACAF HICKAM AFB HA dA_II 
RJEZI-Q/USAF ir-iASH DC 
INFO RJAOKC 51MIRDIV KADENA OKINAwA 
BT 
UN CLAS E F T O FROM 5FCOI 05692. FOR PFCOI-P 
AND SAFOI-3. REFEHENCE YOUR J£SSAGE PFCOI•P 120. THIS MESSAGE 
IN TWO PARTS. PART I: SUBJECT STORY HAD POTENTIAL OF JIBCOHING 
EXTREl'ELY ~RIOUS TO THIS COM1'iAND FRIDAY EVENING WllliN AP BROKE 
ACCOUNT OF STRAFING IliCIIENT AND ST A'IBD "THE FURORE OVER THE 
REPORT THREATENED TO DEVELOP INTO" AN OKINAWAN Vl<~RSION Or' T~ 
GIRARD INCIIEN'f 11 • AP MADE $W:RAL ADDITIONAL STRuNG REFERENCES 
TO GIRARD CASE. WHEN THIS WAS LEARNED FIFTH AF OI Dlll'Y OFFICER 
ACTED I~DIATELY TO DETERMINE CAUSE FOR GIRARD REFERENCE. ~ 
CONVERSATIONS WITH AP TOKYO BUREAU FIBVEAIBD WIRE SERVICES HAD 
ONLY sKI<;TCHY INFORMATION FROM THE m OKINAWA CORm;SPONDENT s 
AND THAT CONSIDERABIE CONFUSI ON r.;XISTED OV-~R v/HE'l'flliR JvEN W-~HE 
SHOI' BY AIRCRAFT STRAFING, GUARD FIRE OR INJURED BY AN 
EXPLODING SLJELL. REPEATED CALLS BETWKEN 5A}t, AND 315ADIV I S OI' S 
l'HROUGHOur NIGHT AND SATURDAY MORNING RESULTED IN RAPID REI.EA~ 
OF ANSWERS TO TOI\YO WIRE SERVICE .BUREAUS. BECAUSB OF ACTION BY 
SAF OI DurY OFFICER AND FDLLEb'T COOPERATION OF COL PETBHS THE 
'l'ONE OF AP AND UPI STOHIES CHANGED RAPIDLY. NO FURTHER .REFfmBNCE 
TO GIRARD CASE APPEARED lli SUB~ lENT STORIES. RANGE SAFETY . 
FACTORS AND COL PETr;Rs srA'r~l-ENT -CONCERNING . SAJw'E wEllli ACCEPI'ED 
AND STRESSED IN ALL SUBSEQUENT WIRE ~RVICE IIBIEAsgs. · PRESS 
COVERAGE WHICH HAD AT FIRS"T PEEN UNFAVORABLE f{A}}IDLY CHANGED AND 
Sl'CRY IS NOW CONSIDERED VIRl 'UALLY CLOEIBD. ALL WI!lli SERVICE 
.W.\. £RIAL ON SI'ORY WAS ~wRITT.f!.:N BY TOKYO .AP : AND UPI PERSONNEL AND, 
WITH EXCEPTION OF INITIAL AP STORY, T~ & STORIBS Wl!.:RE BA~D ON 
INFORMATION MADE AVAILA.Blli BY 5AF or WITH COOIBRATION OF COL. 
PETERS. BarH AP AND _ UPI EXJ->fil:SSfm 'fHEm APPRECIATION 'OF COOPiRA- . 
TION AND INITIATIVE IN -THIS .MATTER AND INDICATED THAT INFORMATION 
HAD MA.IE W.Es-;WfATION OF FUl ,L AND FAIR STCRY POSSIBIB IESPITE 
THEIR OWN P09R REPREsgNTATION AND COMLUNICA'l'IONS WITH OKINAwA. 
PART n ·. FOR 315ADIV OI. R~QUEST YOU INFORM ASAP SAFOI-5 AND 
PFCOI-P DIRECTLY WI'rH INFO TO 5FCOI-PN DETAILS OF INCIDENT, 
RESULT OF INVESfIGATION AND OTHER m;VELOP~NTS OF THIS INCID~:t-,T. 
BT 
14/0403Z Vu\R 1960 RJAPAA 
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00 !1JAOKC 
IE RJHPKM 156 
0 R 120142Z ZFX 
FM PACAF HICKAM AFB HAv-JAII 

· TO RJEZI-Q,/USAF WASJJ DC 
INFO HJAOKC 313AIRDIV ' KAD~NA AIR BASE OKINA .✓A 
RJAPAA/SAF FUCHU AIR S11.A JAPAN 

~ BT 
UNCLAS/E F T 0/FROM P.fCOI-P 120. FOH. DELIVERY 
DURING nurY HOURS. ACTION SAFOI-3, J.NFO, 315AD; 
SAF. THIS M!~SSAGE I.N TWO PARTS. PART I •. 
REFER.ENGE INJURY TO RYUKYUA1\/S AT IE-SHIMA RANGE. 
Till~ IE-SHIMA RJ..NGE IS A PiRMANENT GOVERN~W:NT IE ASED 
GUNNg Ry Rfu\lG£. AS surn IT IS OPERATED IN ACCORDAJ~CE 
WITH PiffiTINENT USAF, PACAF, AND COMMAND REGUI..ATIU~y 
COVERING BOMBING AND GUNNER~- RANGE T.cUtINING. IT IS 
LISTt D IN Tit:: RADIO FACILITY CHART AS DANGER AREA 

""R-178. PRELIMINARY INV'~STIGATION OF SUBJECT INCIDENT 
RE VEALS THAT SHIMABUKU, KAKGHORI, AGED 20, RYUKYUAN, 
AND OSHIRO, TOSHIKAZU, AGED 17, RYUKYUAN, WERE ILIEGALLY 
ON THE STRAJlFING RANGE ·AT IE-SHIHA vJHilli A STH.AFFING 
MI :':SICJN riA ). IN PHOORESS ON 10 MARCH. BarH INDIVIDUALS 
WERE INJURED. OSHHW SUFFER!:,D THB; LOSS OF HIS RIGHT 
ARM. SHIMABUKU SlJli'1'1~RED INJ_URIBS OF HIS fUGH'l' IBG. 
COMPLlTB wARNING ACTION WAS TAKEN PHIOR TO PRACTICE 
·Fm.nm. THIS · INCLUDED ·sniEN t/ARNING AIJillMS, RAISING 

. APPROPRIA'm FLAGS, P.~: RSONAL. RECONNAISSANCE BY -r..ANGE 
OFFICIALS AND CONr.'ROL OF RANGE . BY RANGE OFFICER. LOCAL 
AIH. FORCE REPRE~NTATIVES HAVE' HELD REPEATED MEgTINGS 
WITH IE-SHIMA · OFFICIALS EXPLAINilJG AND WARNrnG OF 1'HE 
DANGER TO LOCAL CITIZENS IN THE RANGE AREA DURING 
FIRING PERIODS. rnvrr:STIGATION BEHiG COHD UCTED TO 
DETERMINE• FULL li'ACTS ON THIS MATT"BR. PART II~ FOR 
5AF OI. R&J,UEST YOU. INFOltM THIS tQ AND SAFOI-3 OF 
FACTUAL DETAILS ON THIS HiCIDENT, IIBSULT OF INVESTIGATION 
OR OTHER D~VELOPl-'!!;N'J'S ON THIS INCIDENT THAT MIGHT 
:t-'u\TiRIALLY EFFECT THB SIGNIFICAN(}; OF THIS INCIDENT ,·l. 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
BT 
12/0226-Z HAR RJHPKM 
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Press 'l'ran:;;lation 

0 ·'FICt uF il~F\ .lii.h. ,TI -J .-J Si~EVICLS 
Hq, 313th 11.1r Di vision 

A:hJ 239 

( The Okil}.~}@_ Times, . 12 Mar-eh- 1960) - --· 
Two young men of Ie jima who were en~a.ge d in collection of empty 

s hells got S'. ,ot and SE;:r·:Lously wounded by an American· jet plane during 

~~-e~e_r. •. - How--cl:i:tl- such- rurunfortuna te thi n g hapiien t c, occur in Ie jima?' 

The police and 1i1ilitar~1 s ources are h ,vesti ga,-:ting the ca:se at rresent so 

t i1at i t is not yet knmm whe t :1e r th8se me n 1·1e r e shot on p 1rpo.se or 

accidentally. 

Though we believe that .an ·announcement in connection wi t h this 

incident will be made in due com·se, and th;it it might have been due to 

c a uses beyond human c ontrol, it carmot be hushed up, ior it took ·place in 

an island Hith considerable population. Iejima in the past has had the 

reputation of bej_ng an island of controve rsy. The trouble caused in 

connection with tne const?""uction of a maneuver gr01.m~ on the island gave 

this island 30 ~-.v.ch publicity that at one t i me the naJi iE! ~ejima became 
/ 

- - 1 ····- - ·, 
a synonym f.or r:i.li tary ba~,e problems. And there is the possibility 

of this i~l "."".r1 cominG af{ain into the limelight by this :incident, for it 

i s an i~land of fatality th<1t ·has never been free of trouble in connection 

with t he 1naneuver ground and _the still unsettled co!npensati on for explosion 

of an L,.'T on t he .ground t ha t it happened prior to the co11d.ng into force 

of t he · eace 'l'.i:•eaty. 

One caus e of all this trouble Bay be t ne fact t hat 11hi;I.e Iejirna is 

a 1r.an~uver ' Br ound f or the ,trr.erican f orce s, pe ople- a r e still living tr~e re; 

- 1 
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and t hen it u:..y 1Je sai d t r1at. :\ie cause of t roubl e is t i 1c.t the livc li•• 

h ood of t he islanders i s c:J.pt to cause f riction i-J i th t :-te Arnc r i c ,:n f orce s 

c cns t ;1ntly. ,;__nc} t i ·u ~- r::.cide r.t t his t i ir:c , ,s.je rns to s~rrnboliz_e lthis f ~ct. 

But is this ki nd of fricticn 1mpreventa.hle t hrough t he joint effor t of 

. the isl anders and t ile j1n,eric2n force n? This ina.y be t he que "':tion ~Ln the 

mind of t he r ubl ic. 'I'hat is , ent r ance into the rnaneuver eround is pro-

hibi te<l i n advance ~md whenever t he r e i s a mane uver, rnili t ary authorj_ties 

must have f, i ve n r: otice to t he pe ople w&rning • t hem t o keep out of t he maneuver 

ground. But wliy do the villagers enter t ,1is clange r zone ? It is necessary 

.for t he villa6e au.tnorit i e s to be on t Jte 190k out and p~event recurrence 

of t his kind of .~ncident s. 

1. 
But evE:m t nen, it is unthin;cable that' t ne village i;eople should be 

victimized a.nd woru1ded ch.:r inE Hicme uver. ,•;e belie ve t hat this incident 

cannot be compare d ·ri t li t l e j c t p lane crash in Ishikawa city, for the 

latt er was brought about by a force beyond h1unan control, and it is a fact 

th0t 2 village rs have been wounded, and we at t ach great importance to the 

r esult of the i ~cident re gardless of its c ause. 

No one can guarantee tha t this kind of incident will pot ha.J-iI.:en 

a e;a i n as lon g a s t he ir:ane uver ground j_s -in Iejima, · and t he aprre hensi on 

c aus ed by t he possibility of an unexpected accident taking place at any 

t i1,e c a rn,. ot be gotten rid Gf e 2.sily. 'l'houe h t he i nc .· dent that ha s alre 1.dy 
£$'-

t aken place cannot be 11e l pe<l, we would liKe to ur :e t ho rnilitary author·.;. 

ities and t he villa gers t o reflect on the case so as to prevent this kina 

of i ncident fr oJ/1 t aking place in t :,e -f ' t ure . 

Usu.all:,' wheneve r t h :i.s ki nd of unfortunate incj_dent has been caused 

by t he US forces, grour, s of p r ivate citizens engage d :;.nits investigation, 



and t he gove r nncr ::. t c ave t :10 irnprl:, ssi on of beinG s u1:;c how ne gative. \'ihile 

· t here is not hinG wronf: wi t i-, t,;1e rrivo.te groups engagi :,1:; in the :~nvesti

gation of. any accident, past expe r ience sn ows t hat it is not productive 

of a f£ OOO r 0SiJlt .. · conve r sely, it is l ii<:e the government p.s.ssing the buck 

to the private ~r oups, and t hat is vmy i t i s not desirable. The g:overn

}nent ouf£ht to i nvestigate the cause of the incident thoroughly and announce 

t he result. 
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Press Translation 

0~1;, I C~ Uf' Il!,Y\ l li ·: 'i'IUN Sr~RV ICfi_;S 
. Hq, 313th 1 ir 1Ji vision , 

Aro 239 

( 'rhe Ryuk'j U Shimpo, 12 Mcrreh 1960) 

The Iejima incident of 10 K~rch wherein two local youths were 

accidentally machine <unnec.l by a jet plane is drawing public attention 

all t i1e rnore because it 'iras just afte r t he s hootinr:; c ase a1 Kin village 

(in which hrs. l<U3HIK Uf?.r.N~ was shot to de ath). Chief ,uLA:~ KI Shukuju of 

t he Criminal Af .fairs Secti on ')f t,he Police Headquarters who had flown 11 

March to t he spot f or investi f:,ntion by a rnilita_:rJ plane stated in this 

connection as follows, pointing out tha t according to his investigation 

. t he two youtP- s were in- fault. 

r 

"The spot where ,Nr. OSIC:W Toshiichi, 17, and_ Mr~ SH1i1Ai3UK {n o 

Takernori, 20, were machine gunned is some two hundred rneters aim;y from t he 

target, but wi t h j_n t he r 2nge . The vic tims w,Jre collecti1~g scrap b r ass by · · 
' } 

moving forward c1t s ho:r,:t intervals, r: iding t he J;jselves when t ne plane flew 

at ·a low altitude., After all they were s hot wh::.le madly collecting scrap 

brass by t he jet plane which c ame f lying i mmediately aft,~r ,the f orrner 

plane. Accordingly t ' e y ente r e d wi tP.tn t he range des1:iite knowing tt was 

dangerous. It is apr, cil'ent t he two victims were at f ault, and they, too, 

adrrd.tted t ~eir f ault." 

On t he day, a spot investigation wa.s · cohducted by Deruty Director 

-ie orge 1~ . Ke_ithahn of U C1tH -Public Safet y Department, an officer concerned 

of t he Off i ce of Spec i al Investigations, -Kadena A~ ~ase, Cd.minal Affairs 

( 
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Section Cn~e f A ~.;i_:J\1~I of t h~ Police Heaclqyarters , and Police Inspector 

O'.i'A of t he sar:e heaclq ·1ar t ers.. J\cc ordirig t o t ne:·c. r ~, 1vestigati un, t he 

rrJai1euve :,-- i q; a:rna co:-icc rned is a very wi de one of 1,300,000 tsubo (1 tsubo 

equal 36 sq. ft.). 'v/nen a maneuver is about to start, the Air .ti' ore~ not 

only issues warnings .not to enter the targe t area but also displays red 

warn:i..ne; f l a.~s. But when a tm'get practice is underway, local inhabitants 

can collect 32mm rnachine eun cartridge s by entering i nto the clan~erous 

area. As a r e sult, a t arget practice was unce f orced to stop because too 

many collecters, over 200, entered int o the area. One cartridge of this 

{ so~t can be sold for 6 cents, and among them are collectors who have o arned 

over $500 in a month by selling th~se cartridges. Mr. OSHit-W had his arm 

cut off by t he s hot, , and he escaped from the range aftr, r pickinr, up the arm 

which fell to t he ground, it is said. On the spot, however, there were still 

scattered pieces of t heir flesh, it is reported. 

( Similar Article i n tne Okinawa Times and t l ie Nicllinichi) 



The h orning Star - 14 Harch 1960 

AD.M IT TRSS!-'ASSING _ uN ?IRING RAHGE 

Naha, Har. 13 (UPI)--Ryukyu gover.nment police said to(.lay the. two 

youths machine gm:med accide~a.1ly by a u.s. Air l•'orce jet 'l'hursday l\n 

le Shima isl.and admitted t ney nere trespassing on a firing range. 

The youtns, Toshiicni Oshire, 17, and 'l' akemori Sntmabukuro, 20, ad

mitted ·tney clashed onto t ne target range between strafing 1~uns _ by U .s. 

plar1es. 'l'ney were im,erviewed at -Nago hospital by police department 

criminal section chie1· Shukuju Arakald.. 

Oshiro lost an arm when, while picking up scrap snells, a p..1.aoo dove 

at the :target range and strafed it, Arakaki said. 

The injured youtn told -Arakaki he pi~rked up his severed limb, walked 

to the seashore and asked a 1'1.s11._erman for help. 'l'ne otner youtll was shot 

in the .Leg. The nospit,.u. repor1.ed both youths in "eoodcondit,ion. 11 

The Ryuk--JUan governmem, s.nd that 75 percent 01' Ie isl.and was set 

aside !'or the air force- target range and w.~s orf limits. 
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Press Translation 

OFFI CE OF INFO~hATIUN Sim VICES1. 
Hq , 3ljth Air Division 

APO 239 
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FRON T:!E 11 KON BAN li u diiDAI 11 COLUMN 

(The Okinawa Tin~s, 12 March 1960) 

Two young men of Iejima met with a machine gun barrage from ,the 

jet plane in maneuver while they . were engaged in the co:IJ.ection of 

empty shells, with the result that one lost his right arm while the 

other received a wound in the leg that will take 10 days to recover. 

These two wounded fellows are in a hospital at Nago at present. 

It is reported that the place where the incident took place is grassy 

land, but the presence of a man in the area could be detected, s6 that 

voices questioning why the incident took place have · been raised ·by some 

people • .-· 

· But, according to the findings of' a joint Ryukyuan-American investi

gation organ, it is conc.luded that "they asked for it. 11 That is 1 the 

military aut.horities gave sufficient warning in holding the rnaneuver, 

yet these young men entered the restricted area in defiance of the 

warning . And, ·since it is reported that the victims themselves admit 

that t hey were in t he Wl'ong , t hey will be the losers. 

Wby they had to enter the restricted area1 taxes our c;mprehension. 

A hru,d l if'e does not justii'y such actions. In society" there are _plenty 

_of men who are leading a hard life. Yet t,hat is no excu:;ie for the corrurds

sion of prohibi ted actions. 

Effort and _indus t ry ai:e r :quired t _o ~ercome h.~d l iving. For 

example, i f t hey were reduced to poverty }?ecausf} the i r l and has been 

• 
requi~itioned, t hen t he proper t hi ng t o do is to have t he l and rental 



raised sufficiently so as to compensate for the lost profit. \ve can 

hardly ·support the reasoning 11We have been reduced to pauperism due 

to the land -requisition, so we must enter t he restricted area and c ol

lect empty shells." 

We are told that in Iejima those who are caught for illegal entr,mce 

for the collection of empty shells and imprisone~d in the mi.Litary prison 

are treated as heroes. · Whether or not it is the truth cannot be a~cer

tained since we heard the story from others. - But if that is true, that 

is the height of f oily. At the begirudng there might have been a feelin ~ 

or· resistance; but, as th.e goes on _and tne i:eople regain equanimity, 

these heroes will have to become the objects of public censure. He made 
.. 

a harsh comment· on the 2 wounded young men, but we off er our deep sympa;thy 

for their hard luck. All we wanted to say was the Iejima people 

should . be rnore careful in the future, for there is no end of trouble in 

connection w:i.th the restri6'c1 area. 

0 
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O.i'li'ICE OF' PUBLIC Af FAIIiS 
U. S. Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands 

Draft Press trans.lation 
Saturday, 12 Harch l9b0 

•me Dkinawa '1'im~s - News Article (T) 

OKINAWA YOUTH COUNCIL Tp I SSUE A STATji;
MENT OF PROT~s·r UN 15TH 

N~. 888 

The Okinawa Youth Council I s standing board of directbrs in charge 

of social affairs expressed t he fellowing vieH on the two proolems of 

"carrying into Oki.na;.1a of Hawk missiles" and "the case in which 2 Old.

naw:an young men were shot ~ machine guns" and decided to rnalce a strong 

pr0test to the mi.Litary authorities on those problems by taking up these 

twe problems at the board meeting of tfarch 13th, issuing state1aent of 

pretest and deciding on the c oncrete 'movement policy. 

The Youth Council standing beard of directors I view is as follows: 

11 It is evident when --tninking about it togethe~ with the earJ.ier test-

~ . . 
firing of Nike-Hercules, that the present plan of requisitioning more than 

640,000 tsubos (1 tsuoo eq. 36 sq. ft.) of ~and t0 install the· Hawk 
;/ 

.,; 

rrrlJ'Sil~s is ai· ,ed at strengthening tht! atomic and. hydrogen bases en 

Okinawa. 
it 

"Further requisitioning ef f armland on Old.n~wa, which has small farm-

land even ntw, will result in driving the farmers into t he dep·t~s ef 

pov_erty. 

110n Iejima, t.wo young f armers were shot,~ machine-gun ef .jet-p.lane 

which was engaged in maneuvering and received serious wounds. But they 

would not have done s.uch act, .ti' their land had not been deprived and 

their livelihood reduced to t he depths of .poverty. That is, it .was the 
.. 

tragedy of 1·armers who were deprived of their land. So, we must develop 



a. movement through whole structure ot ow organization, t~. prevent 

the strengtnening of nuclear bases and requisitioning. of ..Land, which 

con~titute the c~uses oi' all the social evil and tragedy 0n Okinawa, 

such as t he poverty and d-11~age to human J.i1'9. 11 

.State~nt 01· Cnairman TOGUCHI Yutoku 01· the Okina.wa ~fouth Council: 

"We intend to held a bo~rd meeting on the l3th _and discuss these 

tw@ problems. Since these two probl~ms are a;~ainst our mQvement po.Licy, 

we are ef the intention to prevent them te the last. The concrete aspects 

will be decided at tne board meeting on Lhe 15th and issue a sta~ernent of 

protest on them. 11 
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2° YOUTHS HURT ON IE TAt'1Gt'T SITE 

Naha, Mar. 11 (UPI) -- A u.s. Air Force jet plane accidentaJ.ly 

machine gunned two Okinawan youths collect_ing scrap brass today on tiny 

le island ori' Okinawa while strafing a target area. 

Okinawa press reports said one youth lost an arm and tne other 

sustained a w.ound in the 1.eg. 

The youths were identified as Binishj Oshiro, l 7, and 'f akemori Shima

bukure, 21. Both were reported in good condition at Na.go hospital. 

Okinawa newspapers reported tnat the taree·t area was posted and that 

red warning 1·.1ags were f 1.yi.ng. 

The u.s. Air F'orce said tnat an investigation was underway. 
~ 

A fishennan who i'erried the youths l'rom the isl.and to Nag• told news

men he saw a . red fla.g .in tne area and 1,nat the u.s. Air Force apparently 

was not at rault. 

The Morning Star - 12 March 1960 
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The Horning Star - 13 l arch 1900 

AF AUTHO!UTISS ADHIT STRAFING 

Naha, . Mar. 12 ( UPI) --- u.s. Air 1•'orce autnorities t.oday admh,ted t11at 

two Okinawan youtns prooau.Ly were hit by machine gun l'ire by an air force 

- jet on a practice stratiug run on tiny le Snirna is.Land, where a Japanese 

sniper I s bullet ldlleci" 1·ame<l American \"var correspondent Ernie,!; Pyle <luring 

the .Last days 01' 'vM II. 

The youths, iderrtii'ied as Binishi Oshiro, .17, and T akemori Shimabukure, 

211 were reported to nave been collecting scrap meta.L from the air force 

gunnery range on tne is.land when tney were injured. 

An air force spokesman said in a statement today that, "Initial 

findings 01· air 1·orce investiga1,ors indicate that tne two Ryukyuans were 

injured Thursday at Ie Shima as the _result oi· bej_ng in an 1 e1'f limit.s 1 

area on the government-leased gunnery range during aircraft gunnery practice 

and a.r ter warning signals nae.I been gj_ven. 11 

Unon·icial reports said one or the youtns . losi:. an ann and tne other 

suf fered a leg wound. Their condi~j.on was reported · as satisi'actory. 

\ 
"Prior to the beginning 01· gunnery practice, 11 tne air Loree spokesman . 

said, 11 oH'icius patrolJ_&d tnat area, blew sirens and raised warning i 'lags · 

to ensure that everyone was aware of tne impending practice as is nennal 

pr.cedure. 

"Air i ·erce 0J'1'icta..1.s :repea'fedly have warned s~vage c~llectors t& 

remain eff , t,he range during t.he ·gu.nnery practice because of a danger •f 

injur ies • 

. "A further invest.igation will continue, II ne added. 

,. 



2 RYU KYUAN FARMERS WOUND.SD IN STHAFING 

S&S Okinawa Bureau 

Nall.a, Okinawa -- 'l'wo young Hyukyuan farmers were strafed and wounded 

.Thursday by U.S. Air Force jet fignters on a gunnery range at Ie Shima · 

while searching for brass during a· scheduled gunnery practice. 

A government of :the Ryukyu IsJ.an<l po.1'i6e spokesman confirmed that 
~ 

T.i.kemori Shimabu~o, 20, and Binishi Osniro, 19, were trespassing on the 

gunnery range when jet fighters swept 101;1 over pract~ce tare.eta. 

,_ They were taken to Nago Hospital where Oshiro I s right_ a.rm was amputated. 

Shimabukur~ was treated 1'or wounds in his side. Botli were listed as in 

.·go0d condition. 

An Air Jt,orce spokesman empha~ized that all sa.t.' ety precautions were · 

taken 'before actual !'iring ·on tne gunnery range began. 'l'his includes an 

inspecti~m tour Qf the range site, the blowing of a warning siren and the 

raising of danger flags surrounding the ran~e• 

Then pilots aloft are signaled that the range is cle~. 

The . spokesman said all these precautions were taken Thursday be1'ore 

firing began. An investigation is under way into the stra1'ing. 

Wire service reports quoted a r'isherman who ferried tne wow1ded youths 

frem Ie Shima to Na.go as saying he saw red flags inthe ·area and that the 

Air Force apparent~y was n0t at fault. 

J\ir .,·~~e oft'icia.J.s, incJ.uding Col. J .ames F. Risher Jr., commander of 

K-ctena AB, visited the island to inq)ress upon the villagers tne dangers of 

trespassing on the range. ,_ 

Early reports carried by Okinawa newspapers said the -two brass scaven

gers were shot by a guard. 

Other con1'licting reports said the two were injured while h.nciling -a 
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2 Ryukyuan .Frruners Wom1ded in- Strafing (cont'd) 

piece of iive ~amrnun~~ion on ~he range. 

An Air l?orce spokesman said tnat a 1·ence recentJ.y wa.s built around 

t he danger area, but that scavengers had taken it. 

'l'ne Pacific Stars and Stripes - lD March 1960 

(J 

Q 



The Morning Star;_ 14 March l9o0 

A LAND OF OPPORTUNITY ( Edi tori a·l) 

Okinawa is t ne land of opportunity. 

Under t he leadership of the U.S., Okinawa has tne opportunity te ;; 

. develop its economy and achieve a f uller, in@re satisfying way of' lil:e. 

It aiso has tne opµ ert.unit;y t0 be· misled by sel1'-:-appointed political 

spellbinders .and civic loader messiahs. 'l'hese political ghouls t.ake 

possession of each t r agedy and exploit the victims to their own satisfaction. 

A typhoon strikes Miyako. 'l'he rospensible government rushes emergen-
J 

cy aid and goods to the spot and within tne relief framework a program ef 

rice distribution is devel(JJ)ed. Unmindf ul of tne needs 01· tne victims, the 

political. oppertuniststake over. Hunger becomes a commodity which tne 

p oliticians merchandise and peddle to tneir own enrichment •. 

A pair 01· scrap collectors manage to get themse-¾ ves shot and the 

po.liticians take over. Accor ding te tne po1itica.1 coloration of' the agency 

involved .the Jgriev~d p~rties are simpJ.e, honest victi:ns of' American 

assAssins or the starving victims of Yankee imperialism. 

By their own admission the two victiins of Thursday's le shima acciden

t.al sh0oting .. earn from $100 to ~00 each month by tne l'urtive and -illegal 

sa.1.e of scr-·ap me,:;aJ. wnieh .. trrey st.eal l'rom t ne I~ shima target range. '£he 

two injured scrap scavengers admit, that tneir present plight resulted f rom 
. ··• ~' 

their .1arceno1....:.:. , -,r,ent which took them into the bu.Llseye of an air 1·orce 

target range despite red f.iags, sirens and peste<l warning signals. A. fence 
C, 

around the area in question, which had been built to prevent entr-y into the 

target area, ala@ disappeared, the r'ence itse.L.f t he victim ·of the insatiable . 

metal collectors. 

<;J 



All of tnese fact,s are overlooked by opponents of the u.s. 

Each tragedy is used to bo.lst,er the position of the anti-Americans • . 

'l'ne le shima shooting is convenientJy at1:.achetl to the esta.blishment of 

Hawk missile bases on Okinawa to I)lake one neat, anti""'.American htL'1<lle~ The 

who.Le mess is t~ken over by trained anti-American eJ.ements and crai'tily 

simplified to serve leftist causes. 

Old.nawa is tne l.and·of opportunity. It has given the U.3. r,he eppor

tunity to prove ts the w0·rld that men and women c.n live in freedom even 

though they are 1·aced with a ~Jrutal and ever-present enemy. 'fhl.s same 

freedam· has given t he enemies of freedom t he oppe1·tunity te twist and dis

tor t the truth and to make lies serve their purpeses. 

/ 



OFFICFt_; OF PUBLIC AB'i"AIHS 
U.S. Civil Administration of . the Ryukyu ls.lands 

Drafl. Press Translation 
Wednesday, 23 Narch 1960 

The Okinawa Times - Corrnaentary Ye NQ. 1026 

FROM THE DAIGEN-SHCXiEN COLOOJ ( I~·iPTY SHELL COLL ·:CTLHS IN lEJil1A) 

Two young men of Iejili.a were hit :u_-id seriously wounded by a machine · 

gun .bar ~·-:ge,,---but··e-mvty she1.l colle~tors would net give up the callect.ion 

after that incident, .nd the people are worried over the p&ssibiJ.ity of 

-occurrence of 2nd and 3rd. incidents. It is reported that once a man 

eets a taste for empty shell collection it is h~rd to go back to any 

other eJT1ployment. If "they can make 2 or 3 dollars a clay by collecting 

empty shells that is easy money indeed, but as we r eason about it nothing 

is more unprofitable t han empty sheLl collecting, for the very life is 

at stake. The she.11 collecting rnay be fine when there is no maneuver 

in progress but to rush out t.he inst.mt a jet plane passes a1't8r a 

machine gun -barrage is te risk one's life. Wny do they have to co.llect 

she~ls at the risk of their o~m lives? No one must b~ d©ing such a dare 

devil s-r,unt 1'or fun. _ Tne incident.s at a fir~ng range took place in Kin 

Son a..lse. In Japan a wGrn-n was shot, to death at a firing range. Besides 

these, many other tragedies took p.lac~ at .firing ranges. And it_ is 

serious inqeed, for the empty she_Ll colJ.ectors wi.11 not quit. 
t . 

That i{ because .their poverty drives them to earn their bread at 

t.ne risk of t.heir own lives. If tney ·cou.1d secure ·jobs that pay well, 

they wo~d net ~e-- tempted to ge she.ll collecting, but tney cannet find 

such a job. In t ne case of Iejima., land was requisitioned and . jobs 

.ire scarce, for it ia an island; so young men engage themseJ.ves in tne 
' ~r (J 

col.J.ection. ef empty she_.lls ~ d we are aerry £or tnem and we . sympathlze 

with t hem. \ 



Still it is hoped t t1ca. t t hey will refrain !"rom risking tneir 11.ves 

even !"or. t.he sake of earning the means of their support. Thougn this 

•' 

might be one phase of the hard struggle for existence, it is too miserabl.e 

if relatives and neighbors show.ct fall victims one after the other. If 

trouble arises, tne American forces wiJ.l ~have t ·o answer charges. This is 

a very compli<?_a ted situation indeed, for if entrance were restri.cted 

strictly, some o.t' the islanders would be_c ome unable to support ttu,mse 1 ve s, 

but tne people who frequent the .maneuver ground may be able to reach an 

agreement amone themsel.ves in some way so as to make the she.11 collection 

less risky. 
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Oti'FICE UF PUBLIC AFF'Ali1S 
U.S. Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands 

Dr~t Press 'l'ransJ.ation 
Tu~sday, 22 March 1960 

The · Okinawa 'l'imes - News Article (S) 

SWlLL SCAVENGERS IN IESHil1A Fm.ma IWJGI~ STILL SiIBN 

_) 

Ne,. 1017 

·. (Nago) - As a result of joint investigation by military and Ryukyu.an 
✓ •.) •• , • ., •• ,. - .. . . . 

policies, it was decided that two ycmng inen wh0 were m.chine--gunned by 

the U .s. jet .aircra1·t ·in Ieshirna mane~ver range sU1'fered injuries due to 

their own faults. However, shell scavengers in Ieshima range are still 

seen despite or sucn tragedy a.nd . the persons concerried are worrying lest 

it should .Lead to the emergence of the second victim. 

The maneuver range in Iesnima which cofvers an area of 1.,300,000 

tsubo (J. tsubo is 36 sq. ft) of Ma.ja and Nishiz:iki subvillages ·is under 
'#l' 

the controJ. of tM Kaclena Air Division and maneuvers are held every day 

from ts a.m. to 5 p.rri, except for Sar,urcfay afternoon and Sund~. During 

the maneuve r s the jet aircra.t:t drops bombs and macru.ne-gun, but there are 

reckless persons who enter into· the maneuver range to c.ol.lect shells in · 

the midst a t · maneuvers. · There are some 40 er 50 such reckless shell col-

• lectors whe.se ages vary from 16 to 30 years old. Thesl3 shell co.Llectors· 

hide tn~mse.Lves under the pandanus waiting for the jet aircrafts and as 

soon as they start machine-guns _at· the target, reckless young men a.11 run 

out for t"he target. te c@llect she.ils. In order to collect as many sheJ.ls 

as pos sible, they spon-taneous.ty appr~a.ch to the target and hide themsel.ves 

at the nea~~est place from the target. 'rwe young men, OSHIRO, Toshiich:l 

(17) who lost J1is- 1eft arm and SHTI·1ABUKURO, Busoi (20) who was machine

gunned at his righ~ leg were bot~ macnine-gunned whil~ tney were hiding at 

~ne p~ace-near to the .target. 

· 1 4 4 B 
._.r~~4i~-- - •....l... • 



It :ts said that nearly 100 ernpty cartridge cases are 1.ef t during 

one tirne machine-gunning and one man could col.Leet 20 or 30 empty cart--

-rige cases each time. They sell tne etnpty cartrit;e cases at t he cost 

of 6 cents per one. After seeing such reckless cartridge collectors, a 

high officer of the· Kadena Air Base desc6bed the scene by stati ng that 

it was not training· for jet pilots but training ef c~rtridge collectors, 
.f 

it is said. 

Empty cartridge cases collected oy tile scavengers are all sold to_the 

brokers and tney could earn 2 or 3 do.uars a day from t he·ir collection and 

it is said that once a man starts collecting empty cartridge cases- he 

cannot stop it. Pessessed by the lure of real money, vill~gers 01· le Son 

are risking t i1eir .lives to collect empty cartridt;e cases. It is said tnat 

several persons were injured bet ore today besides the above two young men, 

but t hey did riot repo:rt it to t he po.Lice for fear that their wrong acts 

~ght come to light. When ,:-,he two above-ment~oned young. men were shot on 

that day, i.t is said sheil scavengers disappeared from the r.mge for a 

",. 
moment, but all returned to t ne _range onl.y twoAthree hours later on the 

same ~ay to col lect tne ·empty c..u-t~idges. 

The maneuver range is under the strict off-limit during i:.he 'fu.meuvers-' 

and it-is reported t hat the Y..adena Air Base was considering to take some 

mea~ure to ; put t he maneuver range under complete oft"-limit.s even after 

t he practices are over so as to prevent an accident one week bef ore that 

-machine-gun accident took pl ace. 

~n order to prevent s uch accide~t Y-.adena Air . Base authorit ies are 

said t o be o:f _t ile intention to i s sue a special_ entry pennit_ on.J.y to the 

2 



' landewners who haYe approved-farm lands wi tnin the range until they 

finish harvesting. However, le Son autnority is now perplexed at the 

tact that 40 f amilies will lose tt1ei1~ s urne 60,000 tsubo of rar-m lands 

within r,ne . range when _tne range is put under a complete o.t'f-limits. In 

this regard, Mayor J AKAMI ol' le 0 0n was quoted as saying: 11 I ~ave to.J_d 
l~ 

them about tne or'f-lirnits of the maneuver range many times until they 

become sick of hearing it, but it is ineffective. If the range is placed 

under the complete oi'i'-limits, 40 families will lose tneir lands, result-

ing in t,he .Loss of t neir way o.f .1iving. 'l'heref ore , we _have to find lands 

as subsr,itutes .for their lands, but we don 1 t Kno~r i f there is such ..Land 

in t nis village. In any case, Ie .:;on ia in a delicate situation." 
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HE.AD~UARTf+~S 
6313TH AIR BASE WING (PACAF) 

United States Air Force 
APO 239, San ~rancisco, California 

. ~~foi~ 
/..$--.~ i! §.JIJ(> 1-&. (,,a ... 1'J,'-J) 
7';. ,, •JJ? ~ - lcPC .:;:.J!../t_ 

>tJ':, 1 ,,....~~~ ,; tJ ;;/-?~.;. y 
Honorable Tamashiro Oto~,u 

18 March 1960 
191,0 * hf:1 ,t,,,;J 

Mayor of Ie Son_ . 
kf' ~~ t~·~ · ;£. ~- ~ 1~ AJl ✓ '.\ 

Dear Mayor Tamashiro · . · ,\ 

ff~ . . . \\ 
In ora~r to ·confirm our recent discussion held on 25 February ~ 

I 'I hO 1 z R 1,5 a J< 17 4= lh ,It_ 1< r :,l'f. :fj ~ W ~ J 1-:- riJ 1' b 
1960 concerning the bombing range, I am furnishing you witp 

$- i!\ i Jii_ f ,~ 11 ~ Ii). * ~ 1-:: 1f l /1f -:;,-i: Jt /2"~ f!'v 
this letter in sufficient copies for distribution to the 

~f~ ,~ ®~if 1 Jh ~ ~- i JLJ;,- 4- 4~ t~ 1' ;~iz ~~t~,lv 
families of Ie Shima. This letter summarizes the Air Force 

1' 1f ~ 1} t.Jt. I i 9. ~ d\ t-- It\~ I# ~. ~Jj ,~ ~ t ~ 
policy concerning the range, -and it is requested that you give 

i ~ q J ~ ~ 0, -t-4t 1 t- t=~ 1 ~ =i ~ -z·· ii, ,. J? 7 ta q,· ~ v1 · · 

it the widest publicity. ,. 
-l,t,fv ~ ~ ~ 'b ~•tt j, { <7) A._}t /'!. i/t/rf 11h i' ~ ~ I.,\~ f 1 r II 

.1. It is essential thi t the Air For · continue to utilize 

r.r w 11,- Af ~-i:. ~ ; * -w t-; ~ , 1 #. 1 ~~ m 121 'f ,t 
the range on Ie Shima in order that its traj_ning mission can 

z~ in[ f.i1t 0> ~Irr t jf_ p;.: 1 ~ 1U}, 1-:. X. < "f o, ~i Y°V' ~ k 7:'' Ii> 'J 

be continued. In order to remain a ~trong ·defender of the Fre~ 

~ 9. ti th ~ )f CA A ~ (;'j -1< kJ> "' Jlfr 1J 1J 1Hi Pl t #7. it 1 ~ ~ v, r. ,t 
Peoples of the World, it is mandatory that we train our pilots 

-1/,, ~ r- -t_,, ~ t.ttt-=t- t t n}>r.y ~., (1) 11 #t .l:. t 11J -~ t fr, l ~i 
i n _air to ground maneuvers. 

i~ 1t! '& .:t, ~ z·· ~ 11 I{. · · . . . . · _ 
· 2~ · The Air Force is very concerned that some Ryukyuan _people 

o/ft1~ ,~ ffci A=t ~ 11r ~~-Ii t ~~m r~ ff.--,~ 1 <o,A._~ 
may ~e inj ured under the present conditi ons on the range, si nce 

~\ ~ .-!i.Jt It '1 * ~"' 1: " i~ ll ~ <A -tt~. ~ #1::.1~ (1) J , t: ·· I~ ~ 
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many people ar e ob2:e:rved on t tf' :range d~ing times when aircraft 

ft ii·}~ 1J\'' "ffj 1-'1·1 ?J -~- 'jffi.Jil-t 1Jh M .} (11 _1:·•1j lf ,A 11' t tf:: 1f ,~ ~~ 
&.r /'.3. µsing it. 

\'. 1~ ;J:. •. ') ~ 1. 
J , The Air Fo!'Ce has had to close down the range many 

r;t~ ·t &; ,,. t, ~ t!L ~- 1,~ ~ 11 AA 111. t ~ tt_ 11 ... ,~ ~ 1 ~ 
ti mes and send airc:•aft home when the Range Officer obs..erved 

~ ,~ kt~-~ j~ M ~ ~ /'!~ iJ1J ~ ~ ~ tl, l il6tt ~ t 1/'7 ~~,t.-
people .on the range. This is a safety measure to protect your 

11 ~ t_h, 1 ~ * }),~. $ ~ 1ii ') ~ I _'"k. J,t ~ ffi- I /f f-;tef' }t. ~ ~ ~ k-
people, but it hinders the accomplishment of our training. 

a, i<tl> ,: r. -0_"1~ .:l,e11 (''<f lJ\: fr\ -~ i~ -;,~,, t~ ~ j-}j J;Lc,, c··-r. ' 
4. The Afr Force has suggested that the people . of le Shima rr, ik It ~,~i:.!,Ji ~ ;, ... ~ ~l ~ rq ot -z7,·-n°#;-i.f-, (1\ . 

form a cooperative assor. i ation for scrap collection on the 

· -fdJw... 1t· 3 fl?tJfiq t tB~~ t f4; &x: 1 ?J f ~ 1~ i tfz l j ,· 1< . 
range. If thi~ were done, the Air Force would be willing to 

~ ( ·.:: 0, ffi llz -lJ~- t. '1 ~Vt,~, 'k 1f ~ ti"_ . r.f ~ ·~ ~] ,~ t11J ~ IH' ,1 ft 
alJ.ow association mem~ rs to come on the range during periods . 

_>t-,m., vi .tf ·~ ~fiJ reJ t:/1 ,-:. tlL/i:i-- ~ · 11,- i77·7-1° '1\ t¼ Ji"> ~ ~ ,-: 
w!'len trap.ning was not bein conducted to collect scra . In 

;~~19 ~ riJ t: ~ ~ -3 J {, A, 7.·· tt-w I 1~ :f -z~ ~ 11, ~ tt J,. ~ tA t~. 1, t < 
th1s way, the Air Force would be able to control the times 

~, t-k ,, A-t I?\; l7o i~ %1 ~ ~ Y- A.? i:. ~faJ t f.fL ~~ t 
people went on the range ar.rl thus. assure · their safety., At 

li ~"' ~ 4'-- ~ fl) ij1.. 41 ~ ~ 7" 1/. -,;~ ~ (. k ~ _1!1.Tel #'; ~'t 
least one day a weel,;: would normally be set aside for this 

- fJ ,ct 2,(7\ ~ ati 17> 1-: M ,~ Fil V'_ '1 ln-Y., ('" Ji, 11 i tL r ·" 
purpose. 

Sc Since this reasonable proposal has not been adqpted and 

~~ I>, %-ff£ 6g 1;° i{ i 11" Ji ffJ 1 iA-,b:. ~ i-i .ff A.{; t_ ~-
i nj u.r,1 t o trespassers has resulted, the · Air For·ce must f'orbid 

~ 1t, 1}\~ _'!, '" .. ~ -~t ff. ~ , -; ~ ,1- l;f * ~' r~-1a ~ ~ , .. 

0 



trespassing at any time within the restricted danger area. This 

-1-;J- t } t A ~ f J:.. t 1J: rt in, tt" ,;, ·,, ~ tt 1v. 

,f restricted danger zone is now mar ked by a bulldozer trail. Signs 

:: (/) # 1i 1fk fl it" 11: 1-! ft, j " ,,, ~ - t·· - <7) ffei it, 1: J ? 7 ~ - 7 t ih 1 . 

mar ked in .the Jap~nese language will be placed on this trail in 

~ 'J ~ f l1t V' #¼ i ,:- . i7 A... ~ .J:._ - fl ff;~ -M:; ~ Fl .f-#i t ·· ll 
the near future which will state No Trespassing - Danger~-

1'"4-k if.~ b,~ ~ ~ fll j;fr.tn .l:. r- iZ t ~ ,ft, '1;. 
These signs wiJ.l be spaced. close enough .to each other so they 

-Z i-oi. -J.f ~ tt- ~~ ~ ~ r1=J i: ~A~ j t 'f 3 .A..__1 fl•--;fifl:-r- ·{/ 
may be seen by anyone crossing the. trail. It is i~mportant to 

JfL ¼ "f IJ"· ~ * ; lffi. ,: ~ v'l rliJ pi!] -~ -ti.: 1t.~ y,-7_ ;i -i '? ih ~ I t ._t _~ Z ·· 

remember that the trail mar ks the boundary of the "Off Limitstt 

M ~ ~ f. 't ~ t·: 4fr iZ» 1. "'-Jh,1,-. q:~ t"" ~ f t t It. f/l1;1[, l.f 
danger area and, starting immediately, no one .,will be permitted 

rt /'-~ J1:_ J ft r~ fi ~ Pl -J-{)ff- ~-1f \. ~ 4=_· -;~ di 1~ I': 1Jtl t ~ . 
to enter the range for farming or scrap collection, except those 

~"'-:t"!,. 1}>JtJo, ~~1{ ~- f]afjtJ) klJJ>J~ ·r.."tt ~A_,, "'k tt-1J 
few farmers desc;ribed in the next paragraph, who will be p~rmitted 

~ ~~ 1~JJ( QI { fv l ~ ~ v, -c -IJ:rz 4~ -t, 3 f• t ~ ;t t~ ~ f 11"· e,;·_, 

entry only to attend their crops. Vtolators found in the danger 

1-..M A.Ii '1..J 7'71° t~J "'-tdlt1< ~ ¾1 ~ r-9 Y. ~ A 3 l JI Jtr"!i 
area will be pros~cuted. Because of the recent injuries to two 

1 ~ 1·-¢ 1i,,_. i fft~ ~\(1:J ~·· -#f.-!l 1 ~ r. ht· ,1 tr~ 1"' ii. 
trespassers on the range, we must establish a position_ that scrap 

~lt~ i,t,~~ -i --~ ·~A._~-4i_~•,: Jt t-k ~l11 1~~ ~. 

collection wili not be authorizea.·· at ~ny ·time. · This A:ir Fore~ position 

'f1 k tt .;.,. o.tn ~t--d-,-.,. .. -t,_ -z n ·1r 1¼1f. ,t tf .J t ,t,. Ii ~ ~ ~ ? -$" <it, 
replaces all~revious discussions which may have suggested. that _ 

1- z1t i, t~lhtt:· _t- fl «-~ ::"' ;tf ~-;tit,,, ~~ ~w ~f/l" 4~m t,k,ti-
scrap c0llection would be allowed when the range was closed . . This 

af-r. ti 7. 7! •~7., j,f;--f. ,t it stj - ~,I,,~ -c~ ~ y; ~ ~ _; ~ ~ ti 'f. I 1-:. J·,< it; o;· 



position will be followed by the Air Force until and unless a 

11'\.~"t."' tt t b$ '-" t ft t~ '~ vt ~ I =J 1- I~'°' ~ t£ ~ ,: J-, t if/t im, 
cooperative as~9ciation, operating under Air Force rules, becomes 

tln1J*v~ ~a~,,,--f~H{~l£._1t. x...,i. , i1t~,i .. 'tf tf!v,1: :(7\11it, 
effective. 

~ ti ft Y1 f< ' i q. 
6·. The Air Force now hg the names of the farmers who have 

~l 17k tt ~h- ~ri 12 ~ rt-J •~ ~'Jd}b i /ff,,"~ J ~ 
crops within the danger area. Your promptness in providi ng us 

<A ~-Jt -ft t~-? -i. ~ 'J 1 r. · :: ~ ,m ~ ~ l!£_ l{_ ,~ t 1£J ,~ ~!L 1~ 
this information is appreciated... The U. S. Air Force is request-

r i ~ 1-: :f ,, ~ tJJ- ,~ ~ ~ * tt 1v. i ~rt, ,1: i,tii· tt• xfl..·l)f ~ 
ing USCAR to relocate these farms outside th- danger area as soon _ 

~ t -t ~~'?OI ~ ~ 1.' -z--; ,-rttt it-n,,~ f (t ~ ~- 1~ /-; tfifli 1 -,_ · 

as possible. We request the assistance of your office in · 

· ~ a; 1 "'~ l IJ{· I--Z. :t,q, ~ t.. ~/t '*· ,ti -IJh• Jtj ft t t>h"1- (f ~ 
relocating these farms on other leased land in order that the 

j h: i{JJ ~>h,-:. ~~~ °' ! ~ ~ fte. d) 1.$ #fl. -U_rtJ ,-: 1J i1nt!, f 
farmers will not be deprived of a livelihood. Those -farmers 

,'.: ~, • -z f-tt ·t, k o, · .-f i ~b 1' f tt V1 ~ L ·;; 1. I'! 6ol IP Fl J ~ j/j 
who have crops that will be harvested before June 1960 will be 

,:. JI f 't··. ~t(.d~ ~ ~~-.i"ti: 1t ~ r.t.·· ff~ TJ:_"' ~¼,-:rt if.f=ttftk ~, 
allowed to attend them and harvest them ori days when the range 

,i i-~ ~ t;l) t ~Jij , i V' . ~ v. r~ ~ ~A-') . ~k.~ t l t, 1,_ tt'!T 
is -not being ~sed by .p.trcraft. All other people must .stay off the 

~ ~ i -t~ ltk» ~ -t "".'"{ °' ~ 1:t '-t fli if flf t~ 11~ ➔ ifl Ht,~-·11z rr 
range at all times. No new crops will be planted. 

f1 &k-ti." fi ~ :f tf Jv . # I ( ./t, # 11 "f 3 * 1-J. i-t 1 In-~ -f± fV~ 
7. The Air Force training miss;ion_ has a),.so been .hindered . 

~, qt t 11] ~it & It lQ._,t ,! ~V'4t ~tw ~ ,~ t, ; J 1!8,~ . 
in the past by_acqidental or rl ~J.i berate fires started on ' the 

J{_ It j.t_ ~ qt ~!k ,:_ J- 7 ~ ~ ~ t ~ tf ~ :f h~ ePH t f 
'"" 
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range. Because of thi s.• we have i nstituted a program to burn 

.: t1; it r!l t 1-z '1. * 'l ,t ;:,r ;i -t ,J ~ ,t.. -k rt<··-,:.:~,-: ~tfi/-tr~ 
off l;he g1•assy areas periodi.cally to prevent inadv~rtent fires, 

,:. !(Mtf11Jf1,ti;,,tf~~ ~~'~'~- •iJi(/\tl.'t{it 
Every consideration will be given to _prevent the spread of fires. 

f. ~ Cit ?) i-1 ~ ~ :f ~ 1>" #/nh ill i ~., --It 1.. t{ J/,IJ * "'-'k- ,t{ f~ Ii 
It i s pointed. out that this controlled burning is safer than the · 

) ~1..itJ V\ 'I~ ~-1t~ ,t ,, :L ~&- ~-- t{ 3 .'f ~ ,~ ttf, vi ~ t if. 
pr evious accidental fires. _ 

\ 
8" The Air Force is very sorry that two of your people 

tTl i ,,a]~ ll"~ I l ,~ ,i lt/bO ~ '3 fl ,, fl i~ 1tP ~ ,, .. ~1-ffl rfi 
11ere injured while the range waa in use on 11 March 1960. It 

"t'"~ 1 ~ ttl :_ _~ A...<1> .A.. (lr-fl-t t if It~' i! it~~ I':. E, V\ 1-if_ 
recogni zes that scrap on the range has value, but money does 

~ 3W f~ ,~ ~,t?, --Z.'Fi'1;0 /~ AJEJl;IJ_ ~- ~ ;/,,c1t 'l" ~ 111 ~ q,•: ~t/fit. ,t~ .. 
not compare to human life. How~ver, the fact .that the injured 

}! bl~ l ~""'It ~ ~ 1-tt~. t 11'< it 1 ~ rijt·~ ~t_ Ii -~l >--
. persons were trespa:ssir.g must also be recognized. It is 

\ "'? ~ ~ i ~. b ' 1 "lt lit ~ ~, 1 Jlt. V tf lh-li" 't 11 {tt tv, . 1.!t 1-: 'i; 'f. 
therefore determined the Air Fol'ce mu.at enforce the "No Tres-

-~ %1 .ft li>Ji~"'ffli11•~ ~Wtf ,~;,•tt~ "-!f:·kfL'• 
passingH on the range in the interest of public safety. 

'£' i~A1 -tt: -!t ~ ~ ti f ~ ~ V' 1 f J-; ~t ~ 1 ~ t i. _ '1 

9. It has recently been noted that people in small boats 

~1"f ~7,-,: ~,tt f~·tt at r: A } t 1 }l fi- J:. t 7_ k 
are gathering o·n the strafing approach ·to collect 20 Ml1 shell 

} rt-1/h ~o ~ ~4t,J~ t ~1~< f. i __ ? - ~ i~~11~*tL ~ 
casings. This area is also within the oanger ~one and probably _ 

it 1v * ih 'l V• .1 f 11 ~ ~ t-tk ~ . =ii ~ fl ft" Ji .* (It tp 1: ;ti, '. }t, JI 
tha most dangerous place on the rangeo A mechanica1 malfunction 

i~ l1-it J;: t V\'7. ~ t- t'ft t At;J . P1f ~ ~ t, ,, -:t r. ~4t ~ 1t; t 
on a strafing aircraft might cause serious injury to a large 

-it f-;- li } h& 4~ ~ ~ ~~~fJJ ~ '!IV\ t'l =µ .. _ ~ Y-?, 7 °t H ~ 
s 

4J 
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' 
numbu c~ p8opl_e· j_:1 .._.!' ..... -::r..: "L- ,,.:. -: -° . .A l J_ pe.csons should therefore 

1'< <71 A-1< 1: t~ q': rt rii i -,;; 1tf ~ 17.:Jv I ih./-tth,,, fl,'~ -t~ .t;t.,: 9~ -"t<?') 

8tay c l ~ar of· 7ih:_ s ;;j ·· :=:d 

I -... . ·~ .ii, ~ i;~ I.~ ..;. .. L 1.-. ~ .,._ J_ • 
/'G--~ rt ._ Ci P~ -r,~ · -r; • ) .?c.J't v. -';l . jj oi u · 1-t"' ,~ - 11-- ~ ~ tt YV. 

10. Of '~he 3 ,156 -:1.c.r 2~ e, f 1a.nd lea s ed by the U. S. Government, 

J m Jft: l4t i;fJ if t1~ ~ 51, ,s"t, -J, - tJ- tJt 1 1j t~ 1 oo ~ - 11 - -Q'-

only a.ppro.ximately 900 acres ,orrrpri .se ~he restricted area . This 
-k #· . i~ L l J.. ~ • +: -~ . -;:,i: ~ . J ..l " 
';t. >-.. -rr· u:,. y-e ;-,J;v ,~ "7--f. b' ,, :::,.1, .:~ 7 ,, WJ 1. n P -i: -11- 0\ .,, ,,t. 

0 . . 
leave r:--. .apr,1:oxima-i,ely · 2 ,000 ac:r=eB of leased. land which can be 

-j~ ~ h it~ ~ ~.!J-7. 1l :f Y.. ttl.J, I 13 ~ t( ~ t1f / .-C * ') 19~ 
used by the farimers f or farming on a permissive basis. 1 

2.1. It should b e c learly underli t ood by all families of Ie Shima 

1f·i~ ~ '7> "'"-z;_A&_J~ It?-;,, k fffMf , ·"t V•~k'~r. \A~J~ 

that the U. S. Government has paid to the l andowners, or deposited 

) ijJ J-t. 7#-it . Jt/ .:f O 1T' 1 Ii/ .f ~ 19 511f 7 Ji Y. v, ~ ~ J1Jil ll§J ") ~ ~ 
with the Government of the RyuKyUs for payment to the landowners, 

*f f.'J 9'1!,, ~ f-" ·,~ ~-ftt ~ ~ ~,f~ Y. ~Jf? -11, ,X: it "ff{ i;fi.-1kl!f 
the approximate a mount of $963 j 000. 00 for req_tal fe_es for the _ 

,~ 11 ~~ j ·i ~,, 1{ ~ ~ (?; 1~ b-f:I~ ~-A}l Jfl Jf t I 't j:lfJ"' 
period. July 1950. to July 1959 . Although paying this la,rge 

1-i~ ~-j_J~ v~_ )#z j < '1\ t. i ,~ ~t.,,~ t-$-~t:ft!: ,~ ;tt H'_!J ., 
amount of money f o:r ex·:·. lw.:!ive use of the land, permissionwas 

~ <~i ~ 1 $t 'ff , -a: ~ 'i 1,,. :, l" ~ d ;f "{'· Ji ~ =J f._ .. 
g i ven f or -;.nany families to cont inue farming the lea_sed land ~ This 

2: "'-=f f ,; ~ t ! ~ : ~ f fk -t. ~ ~ A;i I-; t 7 -t ,1. ;t ;/.f: ~ 
amounts to gratis payments tc_; tne landov-mers, thereby increasing 

fllri!nff 1·· P, 'I =1 f ~, -z✓, ±-i ~ ·t ~"' -J~ it~ ~i!_.13 C ~ r_ 

the welfare of . -he landowners and improving · the local economy. 

~he: -t ~ i¼ ~ k1 .t ~ :i V- &:; ; ~ (1. -c,. M ;, ::J f 
Re0ogoition must be given to this / beneficial assistance rendered 

2 li1 ji r. i ~ Ji( /Jf Y- i° ? ~ _-JJ·-* t ~ 3 -r,f j~ 1 M_."4jlJ1 t 

I 
o· 
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by the U o S. Gcver-nir;er/ :- ~ a.nd. B. f .fected farmers within the restricted · 

tl; ~-t :L,~ 1 «c ~ v._ 1t: .A- i/:d:. i~ ~f~1 r, J.~\\--i f~ f ~ ,i /j 

a:rea must r eaiize t.!1a:t. replacement of their farms outside of the 

_t ~<. °' --;j ~ v.. ff! -f ~ qf ~ ~ 4-t1:, i !.J "' P-.. M v.- i A {f: J: Jt'!-t~ 9 ~ 
restricted area is being acco mplished for thej.r <?\om flfety and 

,~ 1t tit ttk ~ ;fi. JA ?> t ff#~ $~ ~-, i; ~,. i< 3 • ~ )1< f,i. 
well-beinrr. 

l 1 1" ;· ~. 
12 . We ask -the cooperati on of you and your people t,o 

#: 1 Ji: i° ~~ H ,~ f t-t ~t ~~,1-~ ,: ij 31&·tt,,. it 1 

prevent any fur ther injury on the range, and to allow the Air 

-4 i..- 11, \ !J ~ ff 0\ 1;--. It t ~ f it r-t ~ ~ '1!/f ~ 1 ~ 'sf -¥1 k a•· 

Force to continue its trai ning mission .uninterrupted. · 

111 ~ '11 Jit :I/ ~ < i111 ff"' 1~_ t} ~ t.4 Mt. tl:. ~ J ttc ~ t lt1 n i= r 3 "!f r 
it~~ V' 1 tJ ;J,e f r if. 
Sin~erely your/?s, / /4 
~~ $ 7/~A' . A~,:-r;;r;' Jt. I 

___ ./""J olonel, USAF 
c;-- / om:nander 

:::;,,.·-~ - A7'. f. JJ •.,-:.,,. ~-) lZ:. 

i~rt, t.~fi. 
~ 4.-rt 

7 . ('; 



UNI'i' ~l ) :.r~' ;\'j' :,S C.[VIL )-.i)r-: :~m ~:t .::'[L .. TI01J \ f TiiS l?.Yl.JK:flJ I 3L:~l'f JS 
APO 5:31 

Apr 26 1960 

HC H.I-I.J, 601.562 

SU BJ .~CT: Pe i.:,iti (m fo r Lifti riR; of Ban on i n try into bornbing .tiractice 
Range, Ie Son 

TO: Commander 
315th Air Division 
AI'O 239 

:__, 

1. Forwarded horewitt: is a l otter from the Chief Executive, 
Cm:(-LA(L)-191, s i.;.bject as abeve, dated 19 April 19GO, requesting the Air 
Force reconsider t he decision to prohibit farmi ng wi t i·1in t ~1e Ie Shima 
Bombing and Gunnury ranc;e. 

? 2. It is r ec; uc::;te:d that this of fice be furnished information upon 
which to b.:; se a r eply to t he Chief Executive, Government, of the Ilyukyu-
Islands . ----. 

1 Incl 
Ltr Grt l-LA(L)-191 
dt<l 19 Apr 60 

iEriN~'l'H S . HITCH 
Lt Col, AGC 
Admiuistr ~:ti ve Officer j 

' 



Ltr, USCA11 (HCHI -LL 601.532 , 26 Apr 60, 1-'etition for i.,iftinE of uan 
on ~ntry i nto J.3 ornh inf€· 1-'r .:ic tices ;tm;:;8 , I e Son 

1st Ind (~130C-T) 

313th Air Div, APO 239 

'J;'O: 63B AH :lg ( CC ) 

27 Ar,:r. 1960 

Forwarded for ;your corr.1 r:cm ts , r cr t 8l eph onc conversation be tween 
Colonel J t.1nton and Eajor Nash ._ 

s/Hobert E. Nash, Jr. 
t/HOB.:~~T .w . !~1\:)1 , J ::?. . 

Hajor, U:3AF 
Ch, Op0 Jvc &. Tng Div 
Director ate of Oper;:;tiohs 

1 Atch 
n/c 

. () 
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\ Ltr, USCPl ( HC.G-LL 601. 5i.i 2 , 26 i~pr 60 , 1-' tition for LHti ng of Ban on 
~ntry intc Bombing Prac1,ices Ean~e , le Son 

2nd Ind (OC ) 5 h ay 1960 

' ,F 

TO : 313il!J~v (3130C- T) 

1. Conside r int: t h0 p.s.st histor y OJ. at tempted ne r;oti a t ion W?, t h of f i cials 
and peopl r~ of Ie ..Jon , s i; c,·i ··.,ecord havin1,:; be en compiled into a l e tter cn
t itlP.d "Ic Shirna 3t udy , 11 file 613J A, dated 13 Januar ,. 1960, the f oll owine 
c o. n.1ents ar8 f or ward~Jd: 

a. .'i.t all t :i-1 11P-s :i. n t :c c past, USAF off icials have . prx-·rrJ i t t e d f ar ming on 
certa i n l eas ed are as within the range . Collection of scrap was allowe d by l ack 
of e nf orcement of no t 1·e sp a s s ing when t he r ang:: was not i n use. The h a;,-or 
of Ie Son has a i wa:•s t aken ,Jhe r os ition t hat s ume of his p e oJ.-l c c annot he 
c <"11trolle<f, t ' 10:·:ef or ,J, ho c ould not c ,:ntr ol · entry f or scra1; co] l ection to 
any pr e scribed per i ods. Repent ed failure s i n t his respect r equi r ed u, to 
dir _·ct t hat no ::;c rap c ol • ect::.on would be p :Jn.ii t t ed at an y t h:c , a r d t 11at, 
entr y ::.nto ··t lie r a n r~::: prcpe r would b ·: ··•:: r nit tnd (ml :.r for ~: xcr-:e,:· s lw vi11,:- in
gronnd ·c rops due for harvest by 1 J une 1960. Af ter t his dat e , these far:r :ie r s 
wo -, ld t :,en be deni;;d f uture entry. 

b. T i1e pTonibition and c ont rolled e ntry , as now bei n g enforced by 
s~ntrfo s and s e nt r y does has, f or t he firs t t ime an arently, caused · the · 

• pr e sent _ c cnsternn.tion. This f' i l'lfl s t ep has f i nally JJroduced t he desired. 
eTfect.s i nce we have had but limited tre spassing problems since instituted. 

c. It is believed t hat if f armh1g we r e allowed on t ne range t he US.-Ui' 
/ woul d. reve r t to ti1e i mpossible r-osition of a few month s ag o when Okinawan 

peopl e in _qD.anti t ies of 70 or rnore were observed within the i.,arget complex 
whil e the ranee was ·_n use. On t he f ~!W occ as i ons wl1e n we we r e a ble to 
ar,prehend s ome ofd,he ~·e y_;eople, they stated t hat t hey ·di <ln I t know they were 
on the r ange, or cti dri 't he ar the warni ne signals ident ifying the r ange as 
open. The s e rrc re ohviou.s f alsehc,ods, but t hey would he used agai n. Once · 
pe:,: s onne l wer e al l owe d t · ::,,_i._n acce ss t o the range , it is i mpossible to 
remove t he_!i when the ::-ang-.: is rcqu.i 1·e cl for f iri ng . To i ns ure unintc r r uµ ted 
trainin .; and t ,o)_ safe guard t heir livc:s, He now must insist on t he no tres
passing past the trail rn~kinr~ t he danger ar ea. 

<l. · t t he J;r ~s er it t ii;e, .le are re v ie 1ing our l and r equi rew~mts on Ie 
Shima and expect t o present r evis :..: d r qui rcr;i n-~s i n t he rn.:ar future . It is 
ant i cipat ed th ~- t s ome y;or tions of t i e l e~s ed art; a wil l be t 1 rned bac v. to 
t r!e landowriers anr' t r1e l eases terminated. 

\ \ -



·" 
e. Considerab1e fund s have been e:q iended in marking a new range 

i)o tmrt :..u·y , p eparint; rein.fo1~ccd c oJ1CrtJ~e r,a rker s :. e;ns an.cl in p l acing 
these sirm s on ·we r a1we f' (:ri r'leter. v.Je hope we now hJ.vc rt11 i.Jru11ovable 
·uounciary I'larker t o alert p~0rl e to the l -i_rni ts rj l t he clan p,~r area . 

f. ~·ic are payi nf a lart:e swn of w me ;:; f or land r ,mtal on le Shilna 
__:/ri i c h , :;_ s only a s u1Jsic.iy i n '1ar12,· c ase s s i;1c.:e pco.: l e stiJ.l use their land . 

g . In t he p.:.1 f3t , nu.rw1·ous i nte rruptions i n use of t11e rant,,c . have 
been _expe ; i c nc c c.l because of p 81' s 1:,n s bei : .. {: s e en on the range by I ilots 1.-,a kin~ 
.11r:.n 5; I asses. I t has bee n ~.!!:possi ble t 0 renove trL~ .. e p.: .>.·s ons (except s i nce 
use of sent r ~' dogs), thcrcfD1'c, traini ng h2,ci t o rh, suspended until the se 
r e r s o1·,s der_arted of t ne i r own will. 1~ecently, l{ u~nw.ns have been serio-..;siy 
injur ·.: cl wJ- : j_ lr:~ t r ,_spassing on t H-'.! :·c:.n<:e . •\ 

2. 1'r1e .followi ng recor:-,:ir1endati ons 0.r8 f orwarded: 

a. No c hanv,c i n pr2sont policy b -: rnade . As po i nted out above, u o 
exercise of c -m t,r cl OV(!r p.: ·;··sonnel on Ie 3hj_rna by local autiiori ty has been 
p ossible in t he p1st . 1.·-!e cl n' t belie ve it is possible now. 1'.Deercise of 
c ontrol and urj_ntcrrupted use of thP. :r ·an ~.c has b ,,:::n possible rece lit l;y only 
throudi our security efforts. 

b. Lntry of i'arrr:c r s w:~ t h c r o1.s will be p ~:rd. tted w:i. t h i n the range 
bo·.;nd a r ~r · until 1 June 1960, and on l y when the ranr,e is closed . 

c. !-;o e:1tr:.: of any resident will be pcn:.i tted w:;_t hi n trie range 
bo t~ -- · ~ry after c : ops are harvest ed . No c ollectj~on of sc .:.'ap wj_thi n the 
r 2.ngc bo~:n.J ,iry is p c; ···r: it t -~d at an? t ::.1iie • . , 

3 . Request p .lragr a.1.,h 1 <l, 'above , no t bl3 
ar ~ dot Tm.~, ."ed and a py- r oved ~ 

J\; ,LA;•!lJ 1.) ,_ . - ':r.,~, ., i : 

Lt Col , UoAF. 
Director . of Operations 

J:1 ·jlicizeci until i'-irm requi:r~eMem~s ., 

1 Atch 
n/c 

j 
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Reply to 
attn of: OC 

JIBAIQ UARTERS 
6313th AIR BASE WING (PACAF) 

lhited States Air Force 
APO 259, San Francisco,California 

15 Jun 1960 

SUBJECT ~ ·Petition for Lifting of Ban on Entry into Bombing Practice Range, 
Ie Son 

TO: 315th Air Division 

1. Reference is made to our 2nd :ilidorsement to USCAR letter, HCRI 
601.552, forwarding above petition, dated 26 April 1960. 

2. At 1400 hours, 10 June 1960, USC/ill convened a rooeting at USCAR to 
1

· discuss the subject petition and the . USAF position in regards thereto 
as contained in our referenced 2nd indorsement. Parties present at 
this me~ting were: 

• 
a-. Mr. Billingsley-· USCAR Land Division ( 

. b. Mr • Newman - USCAR Public Affairs 

c. Mr. Larnanaka - USCAR Liaison Office 

d. Mr. Ohira - ~SCAR Public Safety 

e. Major Rutter - 6513th ~wq ( 0C) 

f. Mrs. Soukup• 6313th ABWG (BE) 

5. Th.a purpose of the .m!eting was to reques·t USAF approval. to per- . 
mit further farming ~thin ·the range boundary and collection of scrap 
on the range. -The request to liberalize our present position is 
desirable for two (2) important reasons: - · 

a. P.olttical implications j..n forthcornµig elections, if ·we con
tinue to ban people from the range. 

b. Improved relations with the populace of le Shima. The 
people have finally realized that our firm stand due to their m coopera
tivenesa in the pi st has hurt them econoudcally. They have, there.fore, 
fervent~y pro~sed to cooperate with USAF authorities in range operation. 

. J 
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\ 
Ltr, 6513th ABWG (OC), lf June 1960, Petition for Lifting of Ban on 
Entry_ into Bombing Practice Range, Ia Son 

4. The Air Force position on banning farming within the bull-dbzed, 
posted, restricted area was reiterated. No change was agreed to on 
this point. (J 

s. Sin~e it has always been the Air Force position that we would wel
come collection of scrap wder controlled conditions, s;it was agreed that • 

. scrap collec·tion would be permitted one (1) day a r1eek, when the range 
was closed. 1 This agreeroont contained the .following stipula·tions: 

a. Only one (1) day a week would be allowed for scrap collection. 
This would be on Sunday, unless firing was in progress on that day. If 
so, the range would be open on . the subsequent Sunday. 

b. Sentry dog patrols of the range would be c~ntinued on th• 
r.emaini.ng days of the week, or on each day the range is closed to scrap 
collectors. 

c. Thia procedure will be operated on a test basis until 1 
January 1961. 

6. USCAR representatives were further advised that action is being 
taken to eliminate certain portions of the unusable airfield from Real 
Property Records. Upon approval of this action, additional leased land 
will beco~ available for cultivation by farmers moved, or to be moved, 
out of the range danger area. · · 

?. USCAR officials further request expeditious action on this subject, 
so that highest publicity can be given for political reasons. It is 
recomm!,nded that approval of this rurended policy be forwarded to USCAR 
at an _early date. 

FOR 'fHE COMMANDER: 

'-
WILLIAM E. MORGAN 
Major, -USAF 
Administrative Officer 

-· 
Info cy to: 
6515th ABW (IE) 
ATTN: Mrs. Soukup 

. ~ 
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Ltr-, · 6313ABW ( OC), 15 Jun 60, Petition for Lifting of Ban on Ei1try 
into Bombing Practice Range, Ie Son 

1st Ind (3130C-T) 

313 Air Div, APO 239 

TO: USCAR 

17 Jun 1960 

l. This headquarters concurs with the proposal -to permit closely 
· controlled scrap collecting on the Ie Shima Range ·as outlined in 

Paragraph Sa, band c of basic letter. 

2. Detailed procedures must be. established for control of scrap ·, 
collectors to include published hours and points of entry and exit 
to range area. 

5. Publicity on this matter should include a clear statement that 
violations of established control proc~dures will result in auto
matic re-establishment of entry ban. 

FOR THE COMMANDER 

De\-v"'ITT R. SEARIBS 
Colonel, USAF · · 
Director of Operations 

Copies to: 6313 AB Wg 
313IS 



UNITED STATES cr,n.. ADMTIHSTRATION OF THE RYUKYU ISLANDS 
APO 331 

HCRI-LL 601.532 29 June 196o 

SUBJECT: Petition for Lifting of Ban on Entry into Bombing Practice 
Range, ·1e Son 

TO; Chief Executive 
Government of the Ryukyu Islands 

- 1. ;-References: 

a. Government of the Ryukyu Islands lotter to USCAR GHI-LA(L)-
191, subj~ct as above, dated 19 April 1960. 

b. Government of the Ryukyu !$lands letter to USCAR GRI-LA(L)-
248, subject: 11Crop Ciearance, ie Shima Range", dated 22 June 1960. 

2. - Your letter, reference la, requesting tho Air Force ~to recon
sider the decision to prohibit · fanni~ within the le Shima Banbing and 
Gunnery range has been thoroughly coordinated and discussed between 
representatives of USCAR and the Air Force. Although it is the desire 
of the Air Force to assist the le Shima residents whenever possible, ' the 
request to pennit fanning withip ·the range danger area cannot be favor
ably considered because of the hazard to personnel. If farming ·was 
allowed. to continue on the range, the Air Force would revert to the 
previous impossible position whereby seventy or more people were ob
served within the target area while the range was in use. Once personnel 
are allowed to gain access to the range, it beccxnes impossible to reniov~ 
them when the range is required for firing. · The preventing of this situ
ation is necessary to avoid inflicting injury or death. 

3. The Air Force however 1s· not unsympathetic with the welfare of 
the Ie Shima residents. Because ~r your letter of 19 April 196~, refer
ence la, which was submitted in be)lalf of the Mayor of Ie Son and people 
concerned, the Air Force is' w:illing to liberalize their present policy to 
again pennit the collection of scrap. Since .you have indicated that the 
populace of Ie Shima have promised to cooperate with the Air .Force -author
ities in future range operations, a trial period for scrap collectio~ 
will .be instituted. 

4. In view of the above, the foil owing policy regardi,tll; the Ie 
Shima range will be followed: 

✓ 
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HCRI~LL 601.532 29 June 1960 
SUBJECT: Petition for Lifting of Ban on Entry into BOllbing Practice 

Range, le So~--

,a. Collection of scrap will be pennitted, under controlled 
conditions, on Sunday of each week, unless firing is in progress on that 
day. If so, the range will be open on the subsequent Sunday. During 
t~e remaining days _ of the week the range will be closed to ·scrap collect
o~s. Since detailed procedures must be established for control of scrap_ 
collectors, to ·include published hours and poiru,s of ar1-..,i."Y and exit to 
the range area, -the Mayor of Ie Son should contact the Air Force range 
representatives on Ie Shima. This method -of controlled access will be 
instituted on a trial basis until January 1961. Any violations of 
established control procedures will result in automatic re-establishment· 
of the entry ban. · · 

b. The ban on fanning now scheduled for 30 June 1960 will_ be 
enforced •. Where possible, substitute land_ on Air Force leased property, 
located outside ·or the danger zone; will be made available to those 
landowners required to clear their cro~s. 

5. Based on an infonne-1 request from a. representative of your 
• - G • Legal Affairs Department,. permission was obtained from th·e Air Force 

to extend the crop clearance date to 30 June 1960. This is a formal 
confinnation _ of the extension pursuant to you·r request in reference lb. 

6. It would be appreciated if your government would fonnally 
advise the~ Mayor of le Son of the above. .., 

FOR THE HIGH COMMISSIO!-JER: 

KENNETH S. HITCH 
Lt 901, AGC 
Administrative Officer 
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DAJlY OKJHiftIAN P.GS3 SUM}~'\RY 
23 January 1955 

Okinawa Nippo S. 

USCfa:i?.' S NEGOTIATIO: ' WITH VI LLAGERS CONC~H.NTil G 
r:JLITArtY LAND ?HOBLEI-i IN IEJTI-W. FA ILS: LJ.NOOwNErl.S 
HJSIST · UPON CHA1·-JG.S OF l'-IANEUVEff GROUND 

In order to settle the problem of designating I ejiina 0 as the mih.tary 
requisitioned l and, eight persons concer ned of usr:AH and GFU , including 
Hr. Sheehan and Maj. Sharp of USCAR 1 s Land Division, representatives of 
the 20th Air . Force, and Director Miyaza to of GRI I s Internal Affairs 
Department, new to ·the," island on January 21 and conferred with the 
Mayor and landowners. At ' the conference, . the;y strived to settle the 
issue, ·centering around the conditions submitted by the Government, but 
the landowners insisted upon changing the maneuver ground to the last, . . 
saying, "Loss of land means the J.oss of fundamental livelihood, wluch is 
worse than death.'' 

In ~onsequence, the conference came to a failure as the landowners 
rejected the conditions of . the Govern ment. Accordingly, . the maneuver 
ground proble.m of Iejima has not reached a settlement as yet. The persons 
concerned, howeve1; , -:rill further strive for its settler.-1ent, aft'er the 
Mayor renegotiates with the landowners and reports the r e_sul t to the 
Government_by the 26th. 

The conditions of the Government are as f ollows: 

1. To give substitute land for area -surrol)nding the airfield, 
and soil of substitute land to be broken by t he iniLtta ry . 

15 families who will be 
evacuated. 

3. To assist ~itJ1 ma terials and tr~nsporta.tion expenses in 
case of evacuation. 

4. To f urnish as mucn building materials as possible. 

5. To furnish cement for ~ater ~supply_· facili~ies. 

6. To negotiate with the ir.iili tar'J so that fanning may ·be 
permitted within 3,000 to·-5, 000 feet of the military lartd5 

'7. To give them priority in the purchase -of Australian cattle. 
J 

<, 



DAILY OKINAWAN · PIV:3S SL1'1Vi11.HY 
Wednesday, 2 fobt¾lary 1955 

Okinawa Times ( .t!,ditorial) Y. 

LAND REQUISITION AND COHPLAilJ'f OF HARD Til<lES 

"We ·will be unable to make a living if we were · to evacuate so plea_se 
do something about it. 11 This is the telegram sent by the .Layor of Iejima 
to the Department of Internal Affairs in expressing the intent.ion of the 
landowners whose farm's :in Maja-ku are to be requisitioned by the military 
as maneuver grounds. In other words, they· are s~ying _that they can not • 
move under the condi·tions recornmended oby GRI because they will be. unable 
to make a living. The negotiation for the removal has been goipg on .for 
several montns, and the military authorities I intention has been explained 
while the Government's policy has been made clear. These people ml,lst be 
in real extremity to insist that they can not move, fully aware that in 
the _worst case, they might be forced to evacuate. 

"-ln spite of the report to t~e contrary, the .evacuation problem of 
Isahama appears to be still unsettled·, •·and more than 20 housewives of · the 
village called on the Chief Sxecutive and protested against the removal. 
The housewives stated, ''We can not mote to that swampy land ( reclaimed) . 
on which not even a bunch of vegetables can be gro-wn, for we will be . 
W1able_. to rear our children. Our husbands were '.forcibly persuaded by the 
M:ayo1~. 11 Persuaded by the village auth_o, ities, the men had reluctant~y 
a g'reed to move, but the housewives have stoutly refused to evacuate, 
probably ]?ecause they know better than anyone else what it means to .lose 
the bas_is of their support. 

i ·-

The removal will have a·n im.rnediate effect on the people of Ma ja in 
Iejima aid Isahama of Ginowan. They have had first-hand experience of 
how hard-- life can be, during and after the war. The uneasiness and terror 
caused by the loss of a place to U .ve in is a problem shared universally. 
It is our beltef that if the landowners :in 11aja and· Isahama were assured 
that they would have no trouble· in making a living after their removal, 
they will surely agree to move, sin~~ they are not totally ignorant. 

·However, the--y roust be fully aware of the grim and cold f act ·that ·under 
the military adm:inistration, the requisition of land required for militabJ · 
purposes is unavoidable. 

Loss of life makes living dilficul t. These people have lived on the 
products o their land, and it is not right to force sacri~ice on these 

' people alone, just because their fannland happens to be most suited for 
military use; That is wny compensation is paid for requisitioned l_and, but 
as long as they insist~ that the compensation is not "sufficient to warran-t 
their f uture l_ivelihood, the ~o:;tution of the problem can not ?e found so 
easily. Even if their land should . be ·r equisitioned later on, the problem 

·can not be consi~ered tJ:> have been settled. This is the reason the problem 
of militaM.r requiS'itioned land is a serious cne. 

~ ~J -
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TO: SHL11-I EI HIGA 
Chief Zxecutive 

PETITION 

.Fi:WN : lnhabi tan ts of J,Iaja-h."l.l, le-shim.a 

23 Augus t 1955 

.from March 11, . 1955 to the 15th of t.he sarr1e month, the inhabitants of 
;'iaja-ku, I e-shi1na . .for f ive days had their h9mes cotnpulsorily burned by force 
or destroyed· by a bulldozer. .?urthermore, the water tank which can be said 
to be the only wate~ s ource on the island where there is a shortage of water 
has also been destroyed at the sa.f'le time. Subsequently, (the :inhabitants) 
are pre'sently collecting in drums· the filthy water which runs down from the 
roads and drinking this water after straining the water. Consequently, 
thirty-four ( inhabitants) got, sj_ck and we are in fear of the eventual increase 
of more sick patients and suffering. 

Our homes are yet to be built even after •the lapse of six months and the 
food compensation is completely stopped. Thus as a means to keep on living 
when we risk our lives under bombine; and carry on with our cultivation, (we) 
were severely assaulted by many armed soldiers (approx. sixty) on June 13, 
1955 and on top of that, were arrested an·d found gull ty at a military trial. ~? 

On. July 18, 1~55, after 1500 hours whicis th<; tiln7 af!reed upon with 
the military, ( MrsJ Toyo FURUGEN and many otheY-~ku-1.nhab1. tants attempted to 
enter the vegetable field to obtain food supply, but were told that "an order · 
is out to shoot to kill (anyone) who enters hereafter even ~£ter the (desig-

. nated) hours." When Mrs. · Furugen and others were requesting that "this place 
-& is our land and also that it is the time permitted by the military for ten 

· months," ( the entry) immediately., fired a shot which sUITJnoned a lctrge nuniber 
of armed soldiers who forcefully chased them away. With our farm lands com- ~ 

- :pleted taken away by force and without any compensation of livelihood, we had 
been promised by the m.ilita.ry in a written statement on i1ar~h ll that we can 
freely enter the area betwe~n the hours of 5 Pn:t and 8 am of the follow:ing day. · 
Subsequently, we have· been wcrking during the night despite the fear of being 
bitten by poisonous snakes to obtain our food supplie& in order to live because 
the land is ours. On the nieht of August 20, 1955, Takeo TiilAMUHA of Haja-ku, 
4-han ( seventeen year.s old who -is living wit, his mother of 79 years old) founa. 
no food in the house and so being unable to endure hunger, he was searching 
for aTI;,j left over from the sweet potatoe which he had earlier planted in his 
own field,- when suddenly he was cornered by a military dog, arrested," and was 
flow:n •away ~n a helicopter at 2 µn in the af\ernoon. . 

On August 18, 1955 Seisuke KJNJO (25 years old, Nishizaki-kuJ and Ryomei 
Tsukayama ( 35 years old, Higashi-onna, I shi.kawa-shi) were oarrested and interro
gated and l-1hen 7'SUY..AYAJ-1A was asked for his a~ ess he answered., I shikawa, the 
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nearby dog was unleased and he was bitten because ( the military) juJrTped to 
the concl usi on that he is Hr . Ishikawa of Haja-ku. Later, he was found to 

· be a residence of I shikawa-shi and was taken ( to Ishikawa) in a jeep. 
Mr . · TSUKAYAMA was severely bi iten. On that day, two 18.- and 19 years old girl 
students of a dressmaker's school who were not inhabitants were permitted to 
enter inside the fence because "they are· not i~aja-ku people" and also at 
another time on the same day , the American guard picked up three Okinawan 
girls and_ took them ,, "for a W'd.lk" within the fence. 

We have pet i tioned for the compensatj_on of 30 yen per day for our living 
but it was rejected . We can hardly understand why ( we can not cultivate) our 
own land when even the military has perm;i.-vt,ed. us. to do so at a certain t:unc 
of the day •••••••• no.t on...l.y t hat, rnilitariJ dogs are set on us when_ we work 
during that t in1e. • • • • • • · 

This is to r equest tra t t h e a greemen~ inade with us be considered and have 
this problem brought to a . favorable conclusion on the standpoint that (we) are 
hum~ns. 

With imr~ression: 

1b 

OSHirlO, Kozo, Ward head 
and others of ·laja-ku, 
Ie-shirna • 

. i 4 I U . . 



To: Hr. Lester i IardewickQ 
Chief o f Press & Public 1tela tions ; USCAH. 

1st Lt. Byron _J. Ligr,ett 
Information Services Officer 
Kadena Air Base, Oki nawa. 

1. Keference thf attached copy of a pe t i tion y ou requested my 
comments on -- I have , investigated the incidents mentioned and have 
ascerta.ined the follo{nng facts: 

a. Allegati,jm in line 2, para. 3, is not true. 1fo 11 shoot to 
kill II order has ever been given t o guards or ·air policemen since they 
have been stationed on Ie ~hirr.a, and none is anticipated. The incident 
reported did not occur. 

b. AllGgation in line 14, para. 3, is not t rue. Imamura was 
apprehended by guards and dogs on that date but he was not "bitten" as 
report_ed by OKINAWA TIMES on /\.up1S:t 24. Guard dogs in use at that t ime 
on Ie Shima ~ere · 1eashed and ha ve never been. turned loose to attack 
Okinawans .since they. have ·been in use. Imamura was taken into custody 
and escorted to the Air Police hut ·where he was given food. When 

. interrogated, it was discovered that he was one of the 32 farmers pre
viously arrested· and under suspended sentence for trespassing on the 
range . Imamura d id not have a pass for the r e stricted area and 're
fused to apply for one. His mother has begged him_ to apply f o r a pass 
but he has refused to do so. It wa·s f urther -discovered, upon complaint 
from tbe land-owner of t h e property upon which Imamura was ar:res ted, 
t.riat Inamura was stealing the .p?tatoes at the time of his arrest . 

c. Allegation in line l .J , para. . 3 , is not true . Imamura was 
evacuated to Koza jail by civil i an ol i ce boat a't .approx . 4 p .m. The 
guards and dogs acco -npanied him. P.n :~rny h elicopter Has in the area . 
but did no t l a nd on ::!:e Shima. 

d. ; 11egati on in line 1, para. 4, is not true . 'I'hese men 
. ~-mre _a p orehended _while on the ranrre illegally bu·t on.1y·one, Tsukayama, 

was taken into custody . He was later reJ.eased . 

e. Allegation in l i ne ,4 , para. 4, is not true . f~o 
ever been unlea::;hed ·when a ppreh rdir g Oki _a wans on I e ,5h ima.
wu. s not bitten . 

nov ha s . 
Tsm~ay ama 

f. \J.1e-ation in line 6, para. 4. , · i s actu2.lJ.y rid.:-LCUlous . 



... . 

t o body coulc.. dr J.VE: a jeep· f.co1r1 ·1.e J , :i. na , acrot;f> sev e.:"a.l m:iJ es o L . wa tcr, 
to i slJ j J: a1•1a . _•'u:d.l.eri-,or·._, , t.L .::i U.::/,/ doesn 1 t ev en l'la Vf~ a j eep on le 
'.ihlIT!a . 

g . Al lsg.:i i .ion i n l :me 7 , cara . tJ. , j_s no t trlJ.e . i) obody has 
ever teen bit t en by do cs on ::.e ~hima. . 

n . Al le (Ya 1.:, l .o n in line 7 , p cii'2. . 4 , j_s no t t rue . , lw inc ident 
stated ciid no t occur . Absc l utel:y no .Le ::;hirnan · is permitts-d on the 
.c.:,.r;ce without a pass . 

j i. li.lle ca t i o·n i n l i ne 10 , para . 4., i :.:: not t,r.ue . ·1hc i nc :i.cienL 
J id not occur . 

2. ;-:y source of inforrna U .on regard.inc t he above i s· l s t Lt. Lew~.s .. 
,·, . '1c1latt , Ass I t Kadena Frovo_s t 1·lclrshal , S/,..5gt · · . L. :_n ·i ndl e , j•~cci in 
Charr;e of t he Ie Shirr.a i.ir Police r etachmen t , and A/?..C Lincol n u . 
Olson of the 13 th hi r Police 5q1,adron. They rna;y b8 contacted. f or fu.rv. 
ther info rmation hy USCAE or represent.ativGs o f the Uki nawa p ress . 

3. It i s recorrw1ended that s ome action be considered t o br i nf~ a 
halt to publication in the local ve rnacular press such h iased "news I ! 

stories which a r e obviously based upon irr es ponsible reporting . 

BY.:tuli J. LIGGETT 
1st Lt., USAF 
I nfor !r.ation Services (,fficer 

I 
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Saturday, 27 August 1955 

Articles contained her.ein do no t reflec t · the of f ie ial a+, ti tude of 
ei ther U0 CAH or the Lnited States Armed 1-'orces. They have been 
selected for tra9slation and summary by CIB .Department, uSCi\H i n 
or der that Americans on Okinawa r1ir;t¥L be informed of ilyukyuan atti-
tudes as expressed in their press. · 

PlL.33 CH foF HAR.Di.-JICK TELLS h1SSS CO~·JTiNTS 
Of' ( lliJJ}1A) PE'l'JTIO!'I ARE q0T .:?ACTUH ( Okinawa Shimbun) T • 

. 1'11' . Hardwick , Chief or" USCAR's Fr ess & Publications Branch, on the 
26th invited the chief editors ·of the three local ( Japanese language ) 
dailies to meet with h:i.In, at w'otch time he made it clear to them that 
the contents of the petition reportedly forwarded by residents of Naja 
sub-village of l ejima -dif1ered from the actual facts. 

He announced that an invei;;tlgation r'1ade by Lt. Liggett, PIG of the 
l oth l"ighter-Eomber 1.•J ing, who queried the KadenaJ Hilita:ry Polj_ce and 
their Iejima detachment, had disclos,ed that no one· was bitt8n by a sentry 
dog (as previously reported by the pr ess, basing their news articles on 
an Iejima petition to the Chief Executive) , and that the actual facts 
we.re as follows: 

1. In respect to the report t hat ( Mrs. ) Toyo Furugen and other sub
villagers w_ere told, 110 rder i$ out to shoot to kill ( anyone) who enters 
the fen,ced area even after the ·designated hours, 11 as t hey 1fried to enter 
the fenced area after 5 p.m., July 18th: 

Investigation has revealed that there was no one who gave such 
order and no one intends to do so hereafter, and t hat there was no such 
incident on July 18th. 

2. In respect to· t he report t hat ··ir. Takeo Imamura was cornered by . 
a sentry dog and taken away by a helicopter: 

l t is a fact that he w:s arrested bJ the s oldiers, but sentry 
do gs have always been on a leash and were never unleashed. ··tr. Ima,mura 
was taken t.,o the Air Police vetachrJent, where he was . subjected to inqui r'IJ 
which revealed that he was one of the :52 farmers who .were arrested sorne
tune a go (for entering the fenced area), t hen released on probation; that 
the farm which he entered -in s pite of his mother's advice to apply for Jt. 
That the farm which he entered did not beJ. ng to him; and t hat he entered 
the area to steal sweet potatos. 

That he was not taken away by a helicopter, but by a boat 
belonging to the l ocal police force. That a helkopter new over the 
island on that day , but did not alight on the island. 



3-. Concerning the r epo r t t hat ltyomei Tsu.kayana was bitten by a 
sentry dog: 

This is no t a fact and Tsukayaina was not bitten by a sentry dog. 
It .is alleged that he was taken away by a jeep, but this is too ridiculous 
an allegation to refute with seri-ousness, for t here is not a single jeep · 
belonging to the Air lorce on Iejirna. 

4. Concerning t he report that Jkinawan girls were pickeg. u p :in a 
jeep and taken for a wa.lk wi thin the fenced area: 

This is not possible, for .t h ese who have no passes can not eriter 
the fenced area. 
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DAILY OKlliAWAN PHESS SUMMARY 

Thursday, 19 April 1956 

NEWS ARTICLE 

00MB DROPPED NEAR DWELLJNGS: MAJA VILLAGERS 
REQUEST FOR SUSPENSION OF OOMBING l;RAC'l' ICE ( Ryu!<yu_ Shimpo) M. 

~.caja villagers of Iejima were forced to evacuate· fr9~--their village 
l~at March, ?nd since then, the village has been in use for bombmg 
practice. On February 29, ~he villagers were allowed to enter the £iring 
range to farm for an indefinite period. whenever a ma~euver was not being 
conducted. However, on April 18, Me~srs. Kozo Oshiro and Kokichi Chinen, 
repreaenting the landowners of the village, suanitted a petition totbe 
Chief Executive, requesting that arrangements be made for suspension of 
the maneuver as damages are becoroirig greater due to intensified practice. 

The petition read as follows: 

"We were notified by USCAR on February .29 that we wou).d be 
all.owed to engage in farming within the area for an indefinite period 
whenever a maneuver was not being conducted. However, far from moderat
ing the bombing practice, the Air Force has intensified their bombing 
practice ·and conduct a practice at any time, day after day, irrespective 
of Saturdays and Sundays. As a result, recent damages alone reveal 
destruction by fire of some 30,000 tsubo {1 tsubo eq. 36 sq. ft.) un
cultivated field on March 25, some 50,000 tsubo forest and uncultivated 
field on March 26, and 200 taubo sugar cane farm on April 5. 

"In addition, a bomb was recently dropped near .the residential 
house of Mr. Takeo. Mzyazato, located at 3-han of Maja-ku. Thus, the 
situation _is exactly like_ that of a battleground, ·and it. is riot 'pennission 
for indefinite farming,' but •continuation of _b&ttle fQr an indefinite 
perild.' We can by no means bear. such danger, damages and distressed 
living.· Thereby, the entire villagers had a conference and reached an 
agreement to subnit a petition again, finnly believing that our just 

-appeal m.ght be understood by the American military. 

· "It . is requested ·that ( the_ American military) immediately· 
discont:inue the bombing practice and change-ine man~uver ground to an . 
uninhabited island in consi~eration of our wretched situation, without 
losing magnanimiV-':_and pride of the people of the · great United States. 
We firmly believe- that thi8 is the only way for attaming true ~-

- --~· . American friendshi.p. Therefore, we petition the Chief Executive to . 
strongly appeal our just request ( to the American military) and make 
every effort to realize the suspenBion of the bombing practice in the 
area." 
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Headquarters 
313TH AIR DIVISION 

United States Air Force 1 

APO 239, San Francisco, Ca.1iforni2.' 
Of fice of the Staff Judge Advocate ' 313JA 17 Septe r.bar 1956 

HEHORANDUN FOR Tffo Cul'il;lANm~R, 313TH ALR DTVISION 

SUBJECT: Target Ar e a - Ie Shima 

Suggest we fence ·off the target area (up to and incJ.uding a 5000 
foot area if' we plan to enlarge the target area from the present 3000 
feet within the forseeable future). A fire brake shoUld he con
structed on the target side . of the fence and thereafter absolutely 
prohibit indigenous personnel -from entering this area at any time. 
Once this is done t he entire area should be burned off - from, t i1e 

~ f ence to t he s ea. Prior to setting this fire we should give the 
property mmers a minimum period within which th@~ GQuld cut down and 
remove the timber that woul d otherwise be destroye d liythe fire. This 
would greatly lessen .any compensation we might nave to pay tnem !'or 
destroying the ·timber which ·was in place prior to t he Air Force :Leasing 

.. t he property. There is t he possibility that the property owners have 
. a l ready been c :,mpensated for al.L such timber but we are stiJ.l seeking 
to verii'y thj.s · through the OKED people. If .-,e do not · take such ' action 
we will be forever plagued with c.lai::,s - (whether. they will be .paid or 
not is another thing). As things s tand now indigenous personnel run· 
over t he target are a at wil l and in many cases start digging up · the 
practice bombs as soon as they hit. If some . indigenous person is · 
killed - concededly by their .own negligence - we might hav~ a rat.tler 
serious situation to cope with. 

RQB;;RT O. ROLIJ1JAN 
Lt. Col., USAF 
St~f Judge Advocate · 

2x1 



,, V!JKY U j ;.! .i:Jl:'C) U·1~vb ld TICLr: , 3 April U57 ( .-l ) 

-
1 Hm-' :::' '~ C' .:.~.,-1. v,,,; ;:11:".?o.:,-;r.L ·,.) f 3u; i .>0--:!'-l V;i;;_;si,;!J::-i 11• .. · 

,),{ 1.:~A ivi,ii:> 1 : lU';/ GU .Liffi . ,,rs1 ·~:.~ f;• .3 CJ: T~·iAv&I~ I Vi!·i l G!lA JT.S 

:::n his recent. letl:.•~r to Chief .~xecuU.v e Thoma , ·--.,ecre tary Har :n~m 

~ 

·.,Jor:isiwor to Su1t<'m of Di a k Tsland requested .for early issnance, o._1' entr-y 

pe mit as he had fin i sh <:.d prPpara tio'1s for v isitin c ')k.in3.\· a to m::ike an 

2g2 

a r r3.n.=.,er'!(mt for receivin~ Okina~-,an immigrant_s in Hew Guinea . i.1 r. Herman 

on Fe bruary 19 , recP.iverl a passport fr in 'Ju td1 r;overnmcn t and ob t a.Lned 

r ., turn tic .mt, but his v i sj_t ½? _ _9kinaw[. has been delayed d1.lA t o fac t 
.,,,· 

t-_1-)_a J he h:.1s not yet r ~c e iving entry µ; rrni:- t f r or11 Okinawa • 

. Moreover, Hr. Herman a~ked i1essr. Kene i Yasurnura and Kosei :) k :imoto 

of Okinawa t o make efforts for si:.mdin ,::: ,not only fish ing _immigrants ·but 

al 3 0 others for sunken ,,-3s sel disposa._1 to Hew Guinea. , The Nanyo .Koha ti,u'"· 
i _:.:• •' : 

Cor'lparry is engaged in the · coll1:?ction of ~crap in th e ar.ea of New Guinea 
J _, -

nrJ.onging to Australia, but as to scrap lyirlg in another part of the island 

belonging to Halland, Dutchmen start8d collecting non-ferrous scrap on 

l and, but there· is still l]_\lC}} scrap to be collected, and disposal of more 

than 100 sunken ves1?els lying in the nearby waters by the Okinawans is 

desired. 

_ C· vN::; e, p ,o AT 12 YEAR r 
I t;.J . t k ·, ;- ' : • · f i ' I . . C /I TI (. I LL Y I 

:- F C I. I, ', , ' r j • L l : ' / o·: i I 
- ----- - ----t 
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MACE SI'l"E #1 AT BOLO POINT AT 90 PER CENT STAGE 

OF COMPLETION FOR PHASE ONE-EXCAVATION--AT THE 
~

\ 

TOO THIS PiCTUR& WAS TA.KEN ON l JUNE 1960. ITS 

DEPI'H ·IS ·29 ·FEET. 
,. 

THE CONTRACTOR FOR PHASE ONE 

WAS THE M-G CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, AN AMERICAN 

FIRM. 
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MAGg SITE #2 AT WHITE BEACH AT 90 PER CENT STAGE 

OF COMPLETION FOR PHASE ONE-EXCAVATION--AT THE 

_.TDE THIS PICTURE WAS TAKEN ON l JUNE 1960. ITS 

DEPTH IS 29 FEET. THE CONTRACTOR .FOR PHASE ONE 
... ,... .. , 

WAS. THE M-G CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, AN AMERICAN 

FIRM. 
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THE CRGANIZATIONAL MAINTENANCE HAM.MR AT KADENA 

AIR BASE. STARTED ON 3 SEPTEMBER 1958, IT 

WAS · COMPLETED IN APRll. 1960 Af..'D ACCEPTED 

BY THE BASE COMMANDER ON 16 MAY 1960. 

<ti 

- ~ ..... 

THE ESTIMATED COST OF THE PROJECT 

CARRIED our BY JHW' INC.' WAS 

$756,427.00. 
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