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WIETURN & LANDS TUEDIATELYY
3AYS VILLAGER CF MAZA

(The iyukyu shimpo, R7 October 1959)

The wilitary aunthorities issued a strong warning to the people of
fe-shima, where an explosion icilled two men previously, against enter-
ing the firing ranges on Cctober 2,

In response to this warning, the villéger of Haza held a meeting
and asked the GRI, Legislature and USCAR to return their lands
inmediately., They said that the;-{ have never rented their lands to ‘bhe.
U.S. mﬁ_litar'y and that it is the U.3. military who should get out of there,

SHOKO AHAGON, who petitioned the release of the land saids

We have not contracted the lease oi the lands with the U.5, forces,
and we don't have the slightest idea to lease them. We are against the
compulsory requisition of 1andé withou¥ proper compensations. No mat-
ter how many people may die of hunger or how many of them may die from'
blasts of shells, we will not part with the 1ands which we have inherited

from our ancestors.
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OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION
UeSe Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands
Draft Press Translation
Friday, 27 November 1959

The Okinawa Times « News Article (Y) Noe 4460

IGEI SUB~VILLAGE PEOPIE DREAD MANEUVER

The first public safety sectiqn of the police headquarters, together
with officials of the Public Safety Division of USCAR and the officials
concerned of the Kadena Air Force, on 24 November inspected danages caused
by the target practice of American forces at Igei Sub-Village of Kin-Son.

Damages caused by stray bullets and spattering of shell fragments
are: (1) An explosive-like object fell into a paddy of the village on the
14th; (2) A fragment of a shell drove into a tree standing close to the
house of Mr. Niijima of the same ku on the 17th; (3) The same day, two
window panes (glass) were broken by the blast caused by an explosion at
the Sakiyama Distillery; (4) Two window panes were broken by a blast caused
by an eiplbsion belonging to the community hall of the village, so that
accidents occurred four times in a monthe The inspection tour was intended
to inspect the real state of affairs in the village and then work out a
plan to prevent further occurrence of accidents. It is reported that the
inspection party toured the villags guided by the ku chief and the village
peoples

According to the statement of the villagers, stray bullets, fragments
of shells, and the blasts caused by the explosion #are due to the moving
of the firing range close to the village. As a result, thevuneasinesa of

the villagers is on the increase, and one of the victims named Sakiyama

stated that the people are in constant fear; for the target practice is



taking place close by, and the day two window panes were broken, the
family stayed at home all day long with clesed doorss Ward Chief Afuso
stated that ever since the target was moved close to the village, accidents
happen frequently, so that during the maneuver farm work is not possible;

for it is dangerous. Consequently, he requested that something be done

about this situation,
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OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION
UsSe Civil Administration of the Ryuikyu Islands
Draft Press Translation
Sunday, 22 November 1959
The Okinawa Times (evening edition) - News Article (F) Noe 4416

SPLINTERS OF BOMBS FALL IN VILLAGE IN KIN-SON

Jet plane practice bombings took place in Kin=Son on the morning of
21 November., The blast from a bomb explosion cracked two windowpanes of
the Igei~Ku Civic Hall and the Sakiyama Distillery (operated by SAKIYAMA
Misao) in Igei-Ku, Kin—-éon, at about 1105 a.m. on that day.

Splinters of a bomb fell in a field near the village, and during the

practice some of the villagers moved to the civic hall for safety, it is said,
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OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION
UeSe. Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands
Draft Press Translation
Sunday, 5 December 1959
The Okinawa Times (evening edition) - News Article (T) No. 4577
BROTHER AND SISTERS CRITICALLY WOUNDED AS A RESULT
OF TAMPERING WITH FLARE BOMB
(Koza) At about 10:30 a.m. on the 6th, three children (one brother
and two sisters) received serious burns from the explosion of é bomb
(something like a flare-bomb) as a result of tampering with the bomb, while
picking up bomb shell splinters at the Kin firing range, Kin=Son, and were
immediately rushed to the Koza Hospital, but are said to be in criticial
condition. The wounded children in quebstion are Ansho (13 years old),
eldest son, Toshiko-chan (11 years old), eldest daughter,! and Setsuko-chan
(8 years old), second daughter of Mrs. UEGUSUKU Tomi, resident of 11 han,
2-ku, Aza Kin, Kin-Scn. The details are now under investigation by the
Ishikawa Police Station,
Statement of Mrs. UEGUSUKU Tomi: "My children seem to have followed
me (to the firing range) where I went to pick up bomb shell splinters, and

when the accident occurred, the children were 30 meters away from me. The

bomb that exploded seems to be about 30 centimeters in length."



OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION
U.S. Cival Administration of the Ryukyu Islands
Drat't Press Translation
Friday 18 December 1959
The Okinawa Times (Evening edition) - News Articie Y, No. 4729
FRAGMENT Of A CANNON BALL FALLS ON A DWELLING HOUSE
Ginoza, - A fragment of a cannon ball about 40 grams in weight 1rell
on tne roof ot Mr, Nakama Kiyomasa of 3<ku, Kin, Kin-son at about 9:20
p.m. and broke 2 rooring tiles on the 17th,
On that day there was a shooting practice at the Ginbaru tiring
range from about 8 p.m, till about 11 p.m. and it is believed to be a
fragment of cannon ball that nas been tired at the target practice., The

home o1 Mr, Nakama is Located in the most densely innhabited section of

Kineson, so that the villagers are apprenensive of the future target

practice, <The Ishikawa police is investigating the case.



OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION
UeSe Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands
Draft Press Translation
Friday, 20 November 1959

The Okinawa Times - News Article (T) Noe 438L

ISHIKAWA POLICE STATION HAVING HARD TIME
CONTROLLING VILLAGERS WHO SNEAK INTO
SHOOTING RANGE
(Ishikawa-Shi) Maneuvering is conducted day and night at the firing
range located at Kin-Son. But because the neighboring villagers do not
cease sneaking into the maneuvering ground tc collect splinters of cartridges,
the Ishikawa Police Station is having a hard time guarding them.
‘The Ishikawa Police Station has been assigning eight policemen to
guard against such intruders around the firing range every day since the
15th, But the sub=villagers are said to skillfully sneak into the maneuver—
ing grounds during the intervals between firing practices and appear near
the target areas collecting scrap metal. Since there aré many paddy fields
and much farmland in the subject area, they are said to pretend faming
when a policeman approaches,
' On the 20th large-scale maneuvering is scheduled to be conducted
from the air and on the ground, and in this connection Major SMITH is warning
that the firing range area is dangerous, bscause real bullets and bombs
will be used in the drilling operation, and is asking the inhabitants?

cooperation, so that there will be no injury to them,




OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION
U.S. Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands
Draft Press Translation
Monday, 28 December 1959
The Okinawa Times = News Article (Y) No. 4848

THE MANEUVER GROUND CAUSES TROUBLE TO KIN-SON

Kin-Son, which has a maneuvering ground, has had all kinds of trouble,
and on 26 December a woman was shot to death, mistaken for a wild boar, to
the horror of the villagers. The maneuvering ground is an off-limits area,
and most accidents need not have happened if the people had kept out of
this area. Yet, in the case of Kin-Son, since 30,000 tsubo of paddy field
and 4,500,000 tsubo of forest are included in the maneuvering ground, the
Kin people have to get into this ground for harvesting rice and gathering
firewood, or else they cannct live, it is reported,

The case of Mrs. Katsu Atokurane (55) who was mistaken for a wild boar
and shot to death caused great syméathy and indignation among the villagers.
The Kin villagers are indignant because the action of Sergeant Thomas ZE}OW§7
was too rash and besides, although entering the maneuvering ground is not
officially sanctioned, it is tacitly permitted when there are no maneuvers,
Within the maneuver ground there are some 30,000 tsubo of rice paddies, and
the farmmers have free access to this ground when no maneuvers are going on.

Furthermore, 4,475,223 tsubo out of 6,789,886 tsubo of forest land have
been requisitioned, so that without access to this forest the villagers
cannot get firewood and fodder for domestic animals, and that is why all
the villagers go into this maneuver ground.

Statement of Mr. HIGA Hideyasu (46) of 10-Han, 2-ku, Kin-Son: "It

is not that the people go into the maneuver ground in search of scrap iron, but
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they are entirely dependent on the maneuver ground for firewood and fodder

for domestic animals, for almost the whole forest of Kin-Son has become a

‘maneuver ground, so that the military authorities pemmit entrance into this

ground when there are nc maneuvers going on. Except for Saturdays and Sun-
days, there is a maneuver almost every day, and when there is & night maneuver
the villagers are nctified of the fact by the sounding of a siren. The
people go into this grocund looking for firewood and grass, but if they find
2 plece of scrap iron, then naturally they pick it up and come home with it."

Statement of -Policeman Shimoji: "The scrap collection is a kind of
vicious circle, and keeping scrap collectors out is a hopeless taske. While
entering the maneuver ground is permitted when no maneuvers are going on,
scrap collecting is strictly prohibited. Tragedy has taken place now and
then in the past from collecting scrap, and they ought to know well the danger
that attends scrap hunting. There has been little or no friction with the
American servicemen in the past; for there is the ocommunity relations com-
mittee which holds a meeting once a month and makes things go smoothly."

Statement of Mres YASUTOMI Seiken, Ku-~Cho of 1 and 2—Kﬂ, Kin-Son: "While
scrap hunting is prohibited, entrance to the maneuver ground is pemmitted
when there is no maneuver. This is so because almost all of the forest land
has been requisitioned, and without access to this ground the villagers could
not live, and the military authorities hold the attitude of permitting the
people to enter the maneuvering ground when it is safe., While it is possible
to go to the forest in a roundabout way, that is also requisitioned land, so
the villagers prefer to go to the ménsuver ground rather than walk four
kilometers of mountain road."

SCRAP COLIECTING HAS BECOME A VICIOUS CIRCIE

It is reported that the problem of scrap collecting has often been taken

2




up by the Ryukyuan-imerican Community Relations Committee (formed by
village authorities and military officials) and even though the military
authorities look for cooperation of the village authorities, they can do
nothing about it, so that last month the Ishikawa police arrested many scrap
collectors at the request of the military authorities. But this has come
to fomm a really vicious circle, so that the people will not give up scrap
hunting regardless of the danger involved. In this connection, policeman
Shimoji of the Kin police box ventured that "Tﬁat is so, perhaps, because
it is the only cash crop for the farmmers." Sixty-seven per cent of the
7,000 people of Kin-Son are farmers whose main crops are sugar cane, sweet
potatoes, and pineapples, besides hog raising, but they have no cash crop,
and in such a situation the scrap iron comes in handy. Dealers in scrap
reportedly come from Ishikawe and buy scrap on the road, But most of the
villagers go into the maneuver ground in search of firewood and grass,
collecting scrap iron if they happen to come across it, one villager told me.,

IT IS A QUESTION OF LIFE OR DEATH FOR KIN-SON

Statement of Mayor Ginoza of Kin-Son: '"We have petitioned the High
Commissioner on this problem some time ago, and though he told us that he
would try to comply with the request, we have received no definite answer.
But our Ryukyuan-American Community Relations Committee, composed our our
village officials and the American military personnel, has veached an agree-
ment that entering this ground will be permitted when there 1s no maneuver
going on (permit cultivation), but it is a tacit permit, and there is the
uncertaint& of when entrance into this ground will be prohibited altogether.
The requisitioned land of Kin-Son stretches from Nakagawa to Yaka in Kin-
Son, and if entrance to this area were prohibited, it would no longer be
possible for the Kin people to live., That is why we have often requested

3




the military authorities to designate a danger zone and that entrance-
to this area be prohibited strictly, while the balance of the area would
be free of access to the people; for prohibition of entrance to all requi-
sitioned land would mean life or death to the people of Kin."

Statement of Chief Executive OTA: "I sympathize with the distress
of the Kin people. I am thinking of settling the matter by negotiation

with the military so that the people may enter this area with ease of mind

when there is no maneuver.!
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OKINAWA MORNING STAR
Monday, 30 November 1959

TYPHOON TAIES COLUMN  (FUTURE LOOKING BAD FOR LOCAL SNAILS)

ISHIKAWA POLICE WERE CALLED to the Camp Hansen firing range last week
to arrest the ever-present scrap scavengers that were plaguing the military
authorities there as they have continually done. When the police arrived
on the scene, they saw some 50 trespassers and made attempts to arrest
them, Only eight were taken and booked, though, as the others were too
fleet-footed for the police. Most scavengers come on bicycles, and the police
came in cars and had to make their arrests on foot. They had better luck
with the scrap, though, and confiscated not a few basketsfull of expended

ammunition rounds that the collectors had gathered.
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OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION
U.3. Civil Administration oi the Ryukyu Isiands
Dratt Press Transiation
Monday, 28 December 1959
The Ryukyu Shimpo = News Article (3) No, 4846

MILITARY AND LOCAL POLICE INsSPACT OSCLNE Of OKINA AN SCdAP
COLLECTOR SHOT IN RANGE

(Central Branch)=- lMilitary and ityukyuan police inspected the scene
where ATOKURANE, Katsu, age 55, 10 han, R-~ku, Kin Son, was shot to death
by a U.s. serviceman within the Iiring range ot Camp Hansen around 4 p.m.
on 26 December from 1400 hours on 27 December. ATOKURANE, Katsu was kilied
by tne serviceman wnen he was hunting within the range. As a result of the "
on~tne~-spot inspection, Chief ARAKAKLI of Criminal vection of' tihe Police
Headcua. ters stated that the killing oi ATUKURRANE was accidental. However,
people concerned agreed tnat since this case happened at the permitted
tarm during the off-day artérnoon on Saturday, such a tragedy would not
have happened i1l tne serviceman had ceen cautious a little miore,

The inspection was attend:d by the U.S. Marine CIU agents, Major
SHMITH of tne liring range, Chier ARAKAKL oi the Criminal Section oif Ryukyuan
Police, chief investigator UTA, Fr., HAMAGAW. of Criminal Identitication,
procurator TOBARU of Nago District Procurator's Oirtice, Ueputy Cnief NAKA=-
YAMA of Ishikawa roiice Station ana chiet investigator MIYAGI. Tne tragedy
happened at some 18 or 19 meters disvant Irom tae spot where Sgt, BROWN
-ired and vnere is a rice Iield in between. JTne victiuwas oenind ﬁhe prush,
It she were standing, Sergeant BriUaid would not nave mistaken aer ior a wild
nog. Tierc is a facu tnat viilagers capturcd a wild nog at Igei Ku, Kin son,
recentiy; nowever, it.e area in question is an uniikely place ror wild hog

auniing. ogte BRUAN said ne heard a sound in the orush and iired in thav

direction., And ne and uis companion made a search aud found ine woman dead,
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After tne inspection, Cnief ARAKALL of tie Criminal dection saids

"It cannot pe intventional., However, ne should nave approached to the
objective a little nearer to identity ite It is an accidenvai killing."
However, nis rewark is regarded as doubtful, ror tue nyukyuan rolice
fias no rignt to investigate tiue area in question wh%ch is witnin tune
militvary-used land,

Horeover, Sergeant BIUWN came to Okinawa recently and tnereif'ore he
seemed not to know much abeut tie place. saccording to hajor oiiTH, tne
U.5. serviceman in question has been in extremely excited condition since
atter the accident so that ne is unable to answer tne questioné.

The Iniormation vifice of the U,3. mkarines nad announced that the
area in question was designsted as a pormanent oli-limit area on the
ground that unexploded shells are found in that area; however, it is said
villagers could ireely go in and out ol tne permitted rerms within the
range on Saturday afterncon and Sunday., It was on Saturday afternnon when
the accident happened., Judging irom the fact that the victin: was collecting
iron scraps, tnis case seems to nave given great shock to scrap scavengers
wno are collecting iron scraps despite repeated warnings.

In regard to tnis case, Mayor GINUZA, Tatsuo of Kin Son said as follows.
"The question is that people are collecting empty cartridges and wood for
fuel by taking advantage of the iree access to the permitted farms, If he
has a reaping~hook or a hoe, he is permitted tc go through the gate on
Saturday and Sunday when firing practice is not carried out, However, tne
servicemen should have made sure of the objective before he rired." The

mayor further said it was very difficult to pronibit coilection of empty

cartridges,




Moreover, Ku chief YA5UTuMI, Seiken of Kin Ku was quoted as saying;
"I s5till can't understand the ract that tonis accident happened on the
day wnen practice was not neld, We are allowed to go to tne permitted

rarms on the day when the practice is not heid., I will send a severe

notice to each villzger wo be careful so as not to iet such tragedy happen

again,"

Un tie other nand, tue corpse of the victim was dissected by police
doctor SHINOUA from 1330 hours on 27 December and two shotgun cartridges
were detected inside the victim's body. Ohe was snot twice, one at her
head and the other at the waist. Une shell nad gone through hner leit
skull and stopped inside the skull right below nher lett ear, and which
was a fatal wound, causing instant death, The other shell nad come Irom
the left side of ner chest and stopped inside. The shells are 5 mm, in
diemeter and all came irom the right direction,

(Similar article in the Okinawa Times)



URINAWA MORNING STAR
Tuesday, December 29, 1959

ONDRICK REGRETS HANSEN SHOOTING
By PETE CRAIGIOE

Civil Administrator John Ondrick yesterday expressed profound regret

over the unfortunate incident Saturday in which Katsu Atokurane was killed

at sasley range while hunting for scrap brass.

Ondrick, speaking at his regular bi-weekly press conference, said he

also felt that warine Gunnery Sgt. Charlie T. Brown of nearby Camp Hansen

also was-deeply sorry about the M™unfortunate accident."

The civil administrator added that he hoped that officials of Kin

village, where the deceased lMrs. Atokurane lived, would try to educate the

villagers to obey the law when it comes to entering off limits areas,

Brown accidently shot and killed irs. Atokurane while hunting wild

boar last Saturday afternoon on the military firing range. He summoned a

doctor immediately, but the woman scrap collector was already dead.

Kin villagers, meanwhile, said that two wild boar had been killed

earlier this year less than a mile from the scene of the accident, lending

a motive to the reason for hunting on the military firing range.

Seiken Ashitomi, ward chief of Xin ward in Kin village, said he was

fearful the death of Mrs., Atokurane would lead to anti-American feelings. -

He claimed the villagers had been given tacit permission to enter the rifle

range when thevmilitary was not using it. Collection of valuable scrap brass

is an important secondary income for many farm families in the area.

Kin villagers claimed this was Mrs., Atokurane's first trip to the range

gite, They claimed she was not collecting scrap brass, but looking over the
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family's 00 tsubo rice paddy located within the restricted area.

Other observers, nowever, said a basket containing about X0 pounds of
scrap brass was found near the body. One Oxkinawan newspaper printed an
interview with the Ckinawan woman's family which said she never salvaged
scrap, and that she usually busied herself at home caring for her grand-
children and attending to househola duties,

rfleanwhile, the marine corps, not particularly worried about & "Zirard-
type incident" here, continued tc hold back informaticn about the incideﬁt.

This follows the pattern which army S5p/3 William S. Girard in Japan
was told to follow when he became the pawn in a game of international power
polities shortly after he was involved in the January, 1357, killing of a
Japanese scrap collector, iirs. daka 3Sakai.

ested that Girard make a public apology and visit the

family of the deceased to ofrer his condolences was ignored. wWithin weeks
the "Girard incidenti® became a world-wide scandal involving U.S5. Secretary
of Defense Charles Wilson, the Tokyo courts and the U.S5. Army.

Leftist elements here already have begun capitalizing on the Camp

Hansen incident to blow it up into another Girard case.




OKINAWA HORWING 3TAR

llonday, December 28, 1959

Okinawan Hunting Scrap Shot in Range Accident

A marine gﬁnnény sergeant‘hunting'wild hogs accidently shot and killed
a K{in-son village woman Saturday aiternoon at vamp iansen Rille range ac-
cording to warine officials.

The report sait, Katsu Atokurane, 55, was in dense underbrush search-
ing for brass when the accident occurrgd.

According to marine investigators, siGy3gt Charles T. Brown, stationed
at Camp Hansen Qas on a hunting trip with another marine when he heard
fustling in the -brush to his front, and fired in that direction thinking
1t was: & wild boar,

wWhen he investigated the area, he saw the woman apparently dead with
shotgun wounds in the back of her head and neck. -

Brown summoned & doctor from the nearby Hansen dispensary who pronounced
the woman dead on the scene. Identification of the wowman was made by her
son, Minoru, who was searching for brass in that area also.

Marine officials said that an autopsy was being performed bn Katsu
Atokurane at Camp Kue aruy hospital to determine the exact cause of death.

Avrorhal'invegtigation of the incident is being conducted by marine
officials.,

A report of the shooting was carried in the local Japanese language

newspapers‘yesterday stating that the woman was in an unsuthorized area

when she was killed.




OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION
U.5. Civil Adminisvration of the Ryukyu Islands
Drat't Press Translation
Sunday 27 December 1959
The Ryukyu Shimpo = News Article (i) No. 4838
OKINAWAN WOMAN SHOT TO DEATH AT KIN FIRING RANGE

(Chubu Branch) Flrs. ATOKURANE Katsu (55), 10-nhan, R-ku, Kin, Kin Son,
was shot to death at Kin (Camp Hansen) tiring range at about 4 Polfie
26 December when she was searching for brass. According to invostiéations,
Acting Gunnery Sergeant Charles T. BROWN (38), stationed at Camp Hansen,
was on a hunting trip with another Marine when he shot theAwoman, thinking
it was a wild boar.

The woman was in an unauthorized area when she was kiiled, She had
gathered approximately 20 kin (a kin equals 1 L/3 lbs.) or brass. An
investigation is being conducted by U,S. military authorities as to the
moves oI Mrs., ATOKURANE,

According to Brown, when he neard a rustling in the brush about 20
meters ahead, ne iired in that direction thinking it was a wild boare

The tiring range is placed ofi limits to local peopie., Hilitary
and civilian authorities have repeatedly given warning to Kin-Son villagers,
Nonsbservance of the wa ning caused this accident. The woman was killed

instantiy with shotgun wounds in the head. A close investigation is being

conducted by the CID,

(Similar article in Okinawa Times)




OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION
U.S. Civil Administrstion of' the Ryukyus
Drat't Press Transiation
Monday 28 December 19569
The Okinawa Times -~ News srticle Y. No. 4844
THERE ARl NO WILD BOARS ON MANISUVeR GRCUKD

The case oi shooting a woman to death at tne maneuver ground of the
Marine Corps in Kin-son came as a great shock to the Kin people. Visitors
came to the home of the late Mrs Katsu Atokurane of L0 Han, 2<ku, Kin=-son
on 27 Decemb:r incessantly lrom early morning, and every one said,"To say
ne mistook ner tor a wild poar is no reason at ail," and Lamented tvhe
unfortunate accident.

A certain kr, A. member of the young men's association or Kin-son,
made the rollowing statement: "I have never heard of a wild boar lurking
in a maneuver ground, It is a matter ot common knowliedge that wild boars
cannot be found in the neighborhood of a maneuver ground where guns are
fired every day. Though I am unable to make any deiinite statement since
I am not intormed fully of the incident, when the cause is determined
clearly, I would Like to take up this incident as a member of the young
men's association and lodge a strong protest through the viilage office,"

Statement of Mr. Yasutomi Seiken: "About 10 days ago, during the
maneuver of the Marine Corps, a shell exploded in mid air and a fragment
fetl in Kin subvillage to the alarm of the village people. And now this
unrortunate incident has taken place so that the village people appear to
be very anxious. while collecting of shelils within the maneuver ground is
prehibited, entrance into the ground on days whem there is ne mansuver is
permitted tacitly., But the problem is that the man says that he killed her

thinking it was a wild boar. There is the Ryukyuan=American Community

:
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Relation Committee in Kin=son and we have settled all proulems through
this comnittee, It rollows, theretore, there is no anti=American tfeeling
here and in ract, people here are rather pro-American, and I regret this
untortunate incident, I am atraid that the teeling of the people might

get ruttled,"

Statement of Jukicni-san, husband of the late Mrs. Katsu Atvokurane:
"Whetner the Sergeant snot her on purpose or accidentaily cannot pe deter=-
mined until arter questioning at the police station, and I have nothing
to say on that point,

On Baturdays and Sundays there is no mansuvers, nor is the red flag,
that is tne danger signal hoisted, If she were shot within tne resuricted
area while maneuver is in progress, it would be difierent, but she was shot
within tne tacitly permitted rarm area., The police believe it was an

accident, but that the incident took place while ori duty hours, and I

pelieve tnat the man ought to compensate ror tne killing,"
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OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION
U.S. Civil Administration or the Ryukyu Islands
Dratt Press Transiation
Monday 28 December 1959
The Okinawa Times - News Article (T) No. 4845
LEGISLATORS INVESTIGATE REAL SITUATION
INVOLVING SHOOTING CASE

Each raction ot tne Legislaturelis atvtaching great importvance to
the recent shooting case in which a woman scrap collector was shot to
death by mistake in Kin-Son. The Socialist lMasses Party and Minren
immediately opened a factional adjustment meeting and started preparations
for iauncning an investigation of the real facts for the case and tiling
a protest against the UsS, military.

Statement or Cnairman YAMAGAWA of tne Board of Directors of the
Liberal Democratic Party: "We are of the intention to send I'or the kxec-
utive Branch ofticials immediately and near irom tnem about tne real racts
of the case and inquire o1 the U,S. military on the points tnat require
inquiry. Aithough we nave not yet discussed the probiem within our paruvy,
we are ol the intention to discuss the probiem at an early date and take
pertinent measure,"

Statement of Secretary General TAIRA (Ryosho) of tne Socialist lasses
Party: "It is reatly terrible incident. There can not be a wild boar
in sucn neighbornood of tarmland with no mountain located near and no one
will believe such an excuse, Our party is of the intention to immediately
discuss the counter~-measure on the 28th, Besides tiling a strong protest

to tne U,S, military, we intend to Launch an investigation of the truth

by cailing out to eacn raction,”




Statement of Business Manager CWAN Kisaburo of Minren: "This recent
incident candidly exposed the true character of the war-mongers. We intend
to thoroughly protest against a train of this kind of incidents, including
the one that occurred at Gushikawa-Son some time ago. This is the time for
all prefectural people to fight, by presenting & united front and by letting
the Japanese people know the real state of affairs. Under the Composite
Penal Ccde, the U.S5. stipulates the death sentence for a similar case if
comitted by the Okinawan prefectural people (toward an American), and so

we absolutely can not allow such an act. We are making arrangements to hold

a factional adjustment meeting on the 28th by calling out to each faction,®




OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION .
U.S. Civil Administration of the Ayukyu Islands
Draft Press Translation
Tuesday, 22 December 1959

The Okinawa Times - News Article (1) Ne, 4852
VARIOUS NON=~GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS CuNDUCT
ON=-THE-SPOT INSPECTION OF KIN SHOOTING INCIDENT

(Keza) Attaching great irportance to the incident which toek place
at 4 pem. on 26th at the driiling ground of liarine Camp dansen at Kin Son
in which an Okinawan woman was shot to death, various kinds of non=govern-
mental. organizations conducted an on-the-spot inspection ef the area where
the incident teok place from 1 p.m. on the 28th, Names ol tnese organiza-
tions are the Federation of Gevernment EZmpleyees! Unions (Secretary General
MOTONAGA), Okinawa Teachers Association (Superintendent FUKUJI), Child
Protection Association (Superintendent KINJO), Shi=Cho=Son Associatien (Sup-
erintendent SHINGAKI), Okinawa Youth Council (board member TOYAMA), Atomic
& Hydrogen Bomb Prevention Asseciation (Business Manager NAKANE) and the
Okinawa Transportation Workers Union (Business Manager CHINA). The party
alse included the ifinren's Chairman SENAGA Kamejire, Legislaters OJAN and
OYAKAWA,

With Mr. GINOZA Tatsue, layor of Kin son, as guide, the party inspected
* the area where the incident teock place and visited the home eof victim, late
Mrs, ATOKURANE Katsu.

The representatives ef various erganizations, upen cenducting en-the~
spot inspectien, unanimously stated, "It is unthinkable te mistake ene fer

a wild boar in the broad daylight in such place., The Lecal poiice's judge-

ment that the shooting was made by mistake is a hasty conclusioen,"




At the home of victim, the party prayed for the soul ef lMrs. ATOKUR.ANE
Katsu who was killed., Ir., NITIYA Seiei, resident of 2 han, Shire Ku, Nage
Cho (46 years old) who is younger brother or the victim, strongly appealed
to the party by saying: "I have the experience oi iighting in the battle
ground, Judging Irem tne two wounds in my elder sister's vody, I doubt
whetner the shooting was made by mistake., I think that this incident is
not a problem cennected merely with our family members alcne, but alse
connected with all Okinawan fellew countrymen, So, piease make erroerts 1or
the sake of Okinawan trellow men, Ii such incident is ieft without doing
anything, there is no telling now herrible an incident might take place
hereat'tere"

Statement of Business llanager NOTONAGA of rFederation of Government
“mployses Unions: '"ly feeling upen inspecting the spot is whetner it Qasn't
possible vo distinguish numan being ifrom wild bear really because it is
still bright at 4 p.m. usuaily., As pointed out by her blood relative, tnere
are suspicious points alse in the places where bag was placed and where she
was shot, Wasn't it a hasty conclusion that the pelice judged that the acci-
dent was caused by mistake? I think there was more reem feor study. More
deep study eught te be made on the cause of this incident., Why have the
inhabitants te smuggle intc the maneuvering groeund and cellect splinters ef
shells at the risk et such danger? We must ingquire inte such peint desply.
The compensation, of ceurse, must be made in the amount satistactery te
bereaved family members, However, as can be seen irom the Isnikawa jet
incident, it (compensation) will not ge smeotnly. We want te keep watching

te see that cempensation is made to the satisfaction of bereaved family mem=

bers. At tne same time, we want to continue the mevement te prevent recurrence

of such incident., Under the condition of the spet of incident, it is net jus-

A TS
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tif'iable to say that the shoeting was made by mistaking ior wild boar,
Tne neighnboring area was bright and object on the spot could be clLearly
contirmed from.the distance of more than 50 meters, So, we can not but
consider Lﬁat the shooting was made by aiming at the object. (The
military) should eitner completely ban the maneuvering there hereatter er
place tne area under oitf=limits ban aiter making suificient compensation,
It is reaily a tragedy of base,"

Statement of Standing Board liember TOYAMA of the Okinawa Youth Council:

"It is evident that there would be human beings in the neighboring
area, for there is paddy fieid, 4Lven it it may be a mistake, the act ig-
nores tne dignity of human liie and nerein is exposed the American way of
thinking that ignores the Okinawans,"
FUNZRAL FUR MRS, ATOKURANE H=pD YSS5TERDAY

The funeral for lrs. ATOKURAKE Katsu who was killed in the shooting
was helid irom 4 p.m., at the nome of The victim with the attendance of Ku

inhabitants,

(Similar articie in the Ryukyu Shimpe)
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The Okinawa Times - News Article (S) No. 4867
24 GROUPS FIIE WITH MILITARY AGAINST KILLING CASE IN KIN-SON

Twenty-four groups, including the Okinawa Youth Council, the Women's
Association, and the Okinawa Teachers Association, handed Awritt.en protest
to High Commissioner BOOTH, Civil Administrator ONDRICK, Chief Executive
OTA, and Speaker ASATO of the Legislature on 29 December against the killing
case which occurred in Kin-Son. The protest, in gist, reads: '"We are
indignant at the killing case which occurred at the pemitted farm within
the firing range near Camp Hansen in Kin-Son on 26 December, owing to the
thoughtless action of the U.S. serviceman; therefore, we file a strong
protest with the authorities concerned against this incident."

Moreover, the letter of protest handed over to the High Commissioner
and the Civil Administrator through Mr. FREIMUTH, Director of USCAR!s Liaison
Office, reads in gist as follows:

1. A1l results of investigstions cancerning the incident and ths
results of the court-martial should be announced to the public without fail,

2., Whatever reason he may have, the man who took such a thoughtless
action, resulting in the loss of a life, should be punished severely.

3. An adequate compensation should be paid to the bereaved family.

L4, An appropriate preventive measure should be taken so that such a

disgraceful affair does not happen again in the future.
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5. There are war consciousness and a contemp‘b for Okinawan people
underneath the activity of the U.S. serviceman who causes such a reckless
accident. In order to remove such a way of thinking, strict military

discipline should be enforced.

(similar article in the Ryukyu Shimpo)
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The Ryukyu Shimpo - Commentary (F) No. 4843
FROM THE KINKO MOKUZETSU COLUMN (SHOOTING TO DEATH INCIDENT)

An English écrjlbbling, "Jesus Saves You," is seen in conspicuous
places along roads on Okinawa. The black paint scribbling, which is seen
on concrete walls, is noti a mere scribbling, but is obviously intended for
" religious purposes.

This also can be seen at the curves of the road to Nago. It gives
the impression that the seed planted by Jesus Christ buds out on this island,
grows thick, and brings divine glory in the heaven and peace on the earth,
Mohammed said he held the Koran in his right hand a sworc;i in his left hande
It is said that the keynote of the colonial policy of modern countries in
Europe and America is a cannon and a missionary. It may be said that the
incident in which an Okinawan woman was shot to death at Camp Hansen in
K:‘ui-Son is the most unfortunate incident to both the U.3. and the Ryukyus,

Ho s hnb BRI LHOIKATAGAL b waian by shisobing . sald ke fired
thinking it was a wild boare The family of the victim shed tears of indig-
| nation, saying, "It is hard to helieve it was possible to mistake her fpr
a wild., boar in ‘broad daylight at é near distance of 20 meteré." Since a
: close investigation is under way, it is impossible _t.o arrive at a c’on‘clusion.'
If the 'beréaved family is right in what they say, we cannot but conclude
that this is an inhumane act that belittles hﬁhan life. Since diffefent
races live in this small island country, it is hoped that everyone will §

1 1 i

1ive together at peace as a private diplomat,




The woman was in an unauthovized area when she was killed, but the
bereaved family complains that the military has given tacit consent for
entry into the area and faming there. It is hoped that this incident will
not develop into an international issue. Even if this was caused by a
mistake, the result will be that "a slight offense against good menners
may destroy tﬁe effect of a hundred sermons" or "an hour will destroy what
an age has built.”

What is the use cf the scribbling, "Jesus Saves"? In the case of

Okinawa it would be better to change the above to read, "Ye shall not kill."
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FROM THE DAIGEN=-SHOGEN COLUMN (DAMAGES CAUSED BY U.S. SERVICEMEN)

Some 10 years ago an old man on his way home from a fishing trip was
shot to death one evening in the neighborhood of Tomari's Takahashi (bridge).
Though this section has now become a business center, both sides of the
street used to be requisitioned land at the time, and military supply materials
were piied up high. According to the statement of a guard, at that precise
moment a fellow intruded into the military land, and they were chasing the
fellow and shot the old man by mistake. Two or three years after that, a
typhoon damaged military installations and roofing irons flew here and theres
An Okinawan who tried to assist in the collection of the flying roofing
irons was shot to death, fhis happened in the central district., The
military punished the man and made an announcement about it in the newspapers,
if we remember correctlye.

A league of damage sufferers at the hands of the military was organized
about twc weeks ago, but since then a woman was shot to death.in Kin-Sone
The soldier who killed the woman reportedly stated that he shot her by
mistaking her for a wild boar. We will wait for the result of the inves-
tigations, but we have a feeling that there is in Okinawa some fundamental
factor that gives rise to such incidents. According to a newspaper report
carried on the same page that reported the killing of a woman in Kin=Son,

an American serviceman riding horseback tried to run down an old woman who

came along the road, and thus enjoyed himself., It is reported that many




American servicemen ride horses and gallop at top speed along the busy
streets, causing much trouble, so that the people have appealed to the
authorities for a strict control. But if such riders were to trample

on the vegetable gardens, it ceases to be a prank. If a man were to ride
a horse in the American residential quarters and gallop at top speed, he
would not be able to get away with it, in all probability. That is the
problem. Unlike Japan, Okinawa was under American occupation during the
war years. If the consciousness of the conéueror is still at work sub=
consciously, trouble will continue to be caused by foreigners until such
consciousness is eliminated. Such a feeling is the cause of the incidents

caused by foreignerp, not necessarily by the inferiority complex of the

ruled, it appears to us.
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ON THE SHCOTING TC DEATH OF A WOMAN IN KIN~SON

The police, the district attorney's office, and the CID carried out
an inspection of the scene of the killing in connection with the shooting
to death of Mrs. Katsu Atokurane, and the police do not believe it was
committed on purpose, and the Marine Corps to which the serviceman who
killed her belongs announced to the effect that the man shot at her thinking
he was shooting at a wild boar., It is, of course, difficult to say whether
it was on purpose or accidental, because it is still under investigation,
but why did such an incident have to take place? This calls for careful
consideration by both the military and the Ckinawan people with a view to
devising ways and means of preventing any such occurrence in the future,

For Kin-Son is located close to the military maneuver ground and this
kind of unfortunate incident can occur easily in comparison with other places,
Especially, there are rice paddies and farms within the maneuver ground,
and the villagers are pemitted to enter the area on Saturdays and Sundays
when there are no maneuvers tc cultivate their farms. Furthermore, the
villagers must go to the forest for their firewood. But what are we to
think of the accidental shooting of the unfortunate woman?

Even though the shooting may have been accidental, it killed a woman,
and it must have its repercussions. Especially, there are rice paddies in
this neighborhood, and human beings are apt to appear around here at any

time, and to shoot at such a place without ascertaining the target is too
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rash and is contrary to commcn sense, This means that the people who live
in the neighborhood will be constantly haunted by the thought that the
same thing might happen to them at any time. Such being the case, this

is a matter of great concern to all Okinawan people, and it must not be
lost sight of from the standpoint of protection of human rights.

Because American people actually live in Okinawa and there is also
an American military base here, Okinawan people should learn to respect
the dignity of the American people and make efforts not to hurt their
féelings, and this holds true of the Americans also, While we are not
judging all others by one example, a great majority of the American people
are achieving great results through humanism, and it is lamentable indeed
to stain it by the carelessness of some other Aﬁericans.

That is, the violence committed by Americans around Christmas is an
unwarrantable act, and this is a sort of food for thought. This is not the
product of servility of the ruled toward the ruler, but it requires caution;
for it may be interpreted as an inadvertent manifestation of contempt for
Ckinawan people, Agreement mutually reached ought to be kept, and it is
hoped that the people will refrain from entering restricted areas without
good reason. But this case occurred inside the tacitly pemitted farm land,
and it has much to do with the still unsettled problem and the compensation
problem. It requires a well-intentioned effort by both the military and the‘
Okinawan side for its solution, and at the same time it is hoped that tne

result of the investigation will be made public,
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FIRING RANGE AND ACCIDENT PREVENTION MEASURE

An Ckinawan woman was shot to death at Camp Hansen firing range in
Kin-Son. The incident has become the target of public criticism chiefly
because the murderer was off duty and was on a hunting trip when he killed
the woman by shooting. What is done cannct be undone. Any explanation
would be unable to console the family of the victim,

Incidents have often occurred in connection with the U.S. military
firing and bombing ranges, Non-existence of firing ranges would be desir-
able from the viewpoint of preventing accidents, It is desirable to con-
struct such ranges in an area which has entirely nothing to do with the
livelihood of the people. However, it is very hard to select such an area
in the small island of Okinawa., Needless to say, it is presumed that the
UeSe military is taking this point into consideraticn. But from the view-
point of the people there is still much to be desired in this regard. This
is proved by the frequent occurrence of incidents in Kin, Onna, and Ie-Jima.

In connection with the shooting=to—~death incident in Kin-Son, both the
UeS. military and the people should do something for the sake of the future,
It may be said that entry to gpﬂunauthorized area was the direct cause of
the accident, but the great r;séonsibility of the U.S, military lies in the
fact that the 1limit of the unauthorized area is not clear. The mayor of
the village says it is administratively difficult to prevent villagers from

entering the mountains and searching for scrap, bscause scrap collection is




connected with the livelihood of the villegers. Scrap produces them some
income, and circumstances force needy farmers to attempt the dangerous task
of searching for scrap. Since scrap searching is connected with the poverty
of fammers, it is hard to do away with it immediately through a mere warninge.

The only way is to do something to separate the danger zone from outside,
so that no one may enter the area. Putting up red signal flags in places
is not a sufficient measure. Since the U.S. military has firing ranges near
villages, it should work out prudent measures for the prevention of accidents.
This point calls for mutual talks between the U.,S. and Ryukyuan authorities
concerned. Taking advantage of this unfortunate incident, proper measures
should be worked out to prevent the occurrence of incidents among Ryukyuans
and Americans,

Village authorities made representations to U.S. military'authorities
concerned, but the Ryukyuan govermment failed to give full support. Talks
with military units often make it impossible to come to a mutual good under-
standing, thereby sowing the seeds of unnecessary trouble, This is the point
that calls for the consideration of both the U.S, military and Okinawan
administering authorities,

The accident this time was caused by mistake, but unless proper measures
are taken to prevent the recurrence of such an incident, the local people
will have to be in constant fear so long as the firing range exists. The
men who killed the woman should naturally be blamed for his carelessness,

The bereaved family should be given what they deserve, and the most important
thing here is to work out proper measures to prevent the repetition of such
an incident. This is the responsibility of Kin-Son authorities, the Ryukyu

Govermment, and U.S. military authoritiesf In this case; it is important to

take the opinion of the local people into due consideration.
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CIVIL ADMINISTRATCR MEETS WITH PRESS

At the regular press conference held from 1500 hours on 28 December,
Brigadier General ONDRICK, Civil Administrator of the Ryukyu Islands, ex-
pressed his regret for the killing case of the Okinawan woman farmer who
was shot to death by the U.S. serviceman within Kin firing range. Civil
Administrator ONDRICK further stated about the $6 million annual aid Price
Bill and the technical investigation team which is to be sent to Okinawa in
the middle of Januvary next year from Japan to study the development of
Iriomote Island. The following are the contents of the press conference
with the Civil Administrator:

In answer to a question about the possibility of taking precautionary
measures, such as constriucting a fence around the range or increasing the
number of guards, the Civil Administrator said, "It is very regrettable
that such a miserable incident happened. I wish to express my hearty con-
dolence with the victim and her family., Also, I think that the Servicaman
who shot her by mistake will be feeling unhappy himself for the fact that
an Okinawan woman lost her life because of his fault. ' There is little
possibility fence in the range, judging from the fact that it costs enor-
mous sums to fence the range. Also, lots of personnel expenditures would be
required if we put a guard every 50 meters around the range; moreover, a

man could sneak into the range even then, if he wanted to. In the society

SRR

of prewent days, we have to observe the law and regulations just as the .




vehicle has to respect the traffic regulations. I wish that people would
understand the reality of life and observe the rules before we discuss any
penalty for illegal entry into off-limit areas,"

Asked how he had asked for appropriations concerning Okinawa for the
next fiscal year, the Civil Administrator said, "Although I don't know in
detail; for it had been prepared before I was appoirted as the Civil Admin-
istrator, we had put in a request for the $6 million Price Bill, and I
wish it to be approved by the Congress. I cannot say anything for surs
about the possibility of passage of this bill in the U.S. Congress.!

In regard to the development of Iriomote Island, the CivilvAdminis-
trator said, "The Japanése.Government is going to send 10 to 12 technicians
for investigation, and I believe they will arrive in Ckinawa during the
middle of January. USCAR will send a detailed statement of investigation
expenses to private companies concerned in the U.S."

Concerning the establishment of a disaster counter-measure committee
in each village, General ONDRICK said, "I suggested at the meeting of the
Shi-Cho-Son Mayors' Association that a disaster counter-measure committee
be established in each community; however, I could not have an immediate
answer because of the tight agenda of the meeting. Even so, I believe that
my suggestion was effective, particularly in view of its being presented
at the meeting where leaders of local communities get together. I spoke
of this problem by citing an instance such as that in some villages the
people, poor or not, were all receiving the relief foods alike., If a dis-
aster counter-measure committee had been established, these relief foods

would have been distributed in greater part to afflicted families.?

Moreover, Civil Administrator ONDRICK, looking back over the year 1959,
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stated that "this year will be mentioned in history as the turning point
of the Ryukyus from an era of reconstruction to one of economic development.”
According to the year-end economic report brepared.by USGAR'S Plans
and Programs Department, the year 1959 showed increases right down the line--
the gross national product was $176 million, up 5.6 per cent from last year's
$166.7 million; national income was $154.8 million, up 7.2 per cent from
$144.4 million; and per capita income vas $182,00, up 46 per cent from $l7h;00.
The economic growth, however, was three per cent less than the target
because of typhoon damage, and losses were estimated at $14.7 million. This
net growth rate of 7.2 per cent was real, in view of the fact that during
the period population grew two per cent from 832,000 to 849,000, while the
prices of commodities in the local markets remained constant. Notable
among the events which occurred in 1958 and 1959 were the introduction of
United States dollars as the iegal tender of the Ryukyus. This currency
change did not result in an escape of dollars from the Ryukyus, but rather
in an increase in local deposits, loans, and foreign investments. Twenty-
nine foreign invesﬁments have been newly licensed,
Among the newest activities are a joint American~Ryukyuan manufacturing
enterprise representing a capital outlay of $l million, a branch of the

~ Bank of America, the Ryu-Sons International with an initial investment of

3500,000, a shoe manufacturer, a plywood factory, and a textile mill,
Another result of the currency conversion was that American, Japanese,
and other foreign banks established relations and, in some instances, sub-

stantial deposits, with Ryukyuan banks, In addition to these, the U.S.

3

R e




Congress has increased the annual appropriation for the Ryukyus to $3
million in FY 1960 and authorized a U.S. Treasury loan of $18 million to
defray the principal part of the cost of an additional elsctric power plant
of 80,000 KW capacity.

In this regard, the Civil Administrator said, "The Ryukyuan economy
is still dependent upon income generated from the supplying of goods and
services to the U.S, Forces., Therefore, it is vital to direct the economy
toward the increase of private capital investments in industrial and other

productive ventures,!

(Similar article in the Okinawa Times)
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| SGT BROUAN PAYS VISIT TO BEREAVED FAMILY
(Chubu Branch) Lt. Col. David FO0S, Jr., Commander of Camp Hansen
in Kin-Son, accompanied by Sergeant BRCWN and a chaplain, at about 10:30
a.m., 29 December, paid a visit to the family of the late KUSHIKURANE
Katsu (also known as ATOKURANE Katsu) (55), 10-han, 2-ku, Kin-Son, who
was shot to death by Sgt. Brown (38) on 26 December at the Camp Hansen
firing range. They offered incense to the spirit of the departed and
handed a condolence gift to husband Jukichi.
They expressed deep regret to the bereaved family, and in handing
the monetary offering said, "This is a present of monsy in token of

sympathy, and compensation will be taken into consideration.”

Very impressive was the attitude of Sgt. BROWN, who shed tears of

repentance throughout the talks with the bereaved family. Deeply impressed

by his attitude, the bereaved family and all those present wept with the

sergeant,

(Similar article in Okinawa Times evening edition)
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Sgt. BrOWN CALLS Ol ATOKURANE

Marine Gunnery Sgt. Charlie T. Brown who accidentally shot and killed
an Okinawan woman Saturday visited the family of the deceased yesterday to
offer condolences and sympathy money.

Brown, whose home town is still being withheld by military authorities,
was accompanied on his visit to the Xin vil;ége home oif widower Jukichi
Atoxurane by Havy Chaplain J. K. bBontrager and Camp Hansen Commander Lt. Col.
David roos dJr. |

The amount of the sympzthy money was not disclosed.

Also visiting the Atokurane home yesterday was Maj. Gen. Robert B.
Luckey, commanding general of-the 3rd HMarine Div., who offered his regrets
to the family and later called on Hyukyus Chiefl Executive Seisaku Ota in the
office of High Commissioner Uonald P. Booth to again express regrets.

4 local Japanese language paper reported that the marine coumanding
general has assured the Atokurane family that compensation will be paid
for the death of 55-year old Katsu atokurane, who was reportedly mistaken
for a wild boar and shot turough the back of the head at the Camp Hansen
rifle range Saturday.

Meanwhile, Okinawan leftist groups were reportedly planning a large
scale anti—Americanvcampaign in connection with the incident.

American reporters visiting the scene of the shooting yesterday spotted
leftist Okinawa People’s party leader Kamejiro 3enaga and his right hand

man, Kisaburo Owan, secretary general of the Okinawa Democracy Protection

comncil. They were accompanied by Ckinawan news photographers who made




pictures of the scene.

[

The Okinawa Teachers Assn., along with 12 other grouns representing

youth, labor, women, mayors and politicians lodged a formal protect with
Civil Administrater John G. Undrick late yesterday.

rroup said the shooting Ywas hardly believable as an accident”

1) U.3. pay adequate compensation for the woman's bereaved family.

investigation and of his trial

2) 411 the results of the marines!'

by court martial shculd be publicized fully to the Ukinawan public.

3) Strict punishment sho:ld be given to the marine whose shooting has

3)

blatantly disregarded the civil rights of the woman killed, no matter whatever

his excuses may be.

4) A1l possible measures should be taken by the military to prevent

the recurrence of similar incidents in the future.

5) Discipline should be imposed on the military personnel to correct
any discrimination they might have toward Ukinawans.
The delegates also met with GRI chief executive Seisaku Ota and Speaker

of the Legislature Tsumichiyo Asato and pressed them to talk with the

military for spcedy disposal of the case.
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U.3. Civil Adininistretion oif' the Ryukyu Islands
Drat't Fress Translation
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The Ryukyu Shimpo ~ News Article (3) No., 4857

KILLING IN COUNMCTION WITH DEATH OF OKLNAWAN WOMAN FARMiR
BECOHYE PCLITICAL PROBLEN ’

The killing case in connection with the deatn of a woman trarmer which
- hapyrened in Kin son wes taken up by both Ukinawa Liberal Democratic Party
and Okinawa Socialist lasses rarty. This case will come to tie fore as

tue najor pelitical problem,

legislators YAMASHIRO, Zenko and MIYAZATO, Hatsuko of USMF called on

Cnief wmxecuvive OTA, Director NISHIUIRA of Police Department and Frocurator

General HIGA respectively during the morning on 28 December made a represen-

tation to them as follows. "The killing case in connection with the death of

an Okinawan woman farmer which happened in Kin son is very regrettable, Such

an abominable case had happened several times in tie past, but all oi which

had resulted in a fadeout. It is therefore requested that the government

make an exhaustive investigation of the matter at this juncture so that it

- ii clarifies where the responsibility lies, It is hard to understgnd that a human

being was mistaken tor a wild hog in the daytine; 1t is requested for the

authorities to make a strong representation to the military so as not to let

such an incident happen again and at the same time to take a firm attitude
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toward the compensation problem,"

In answer to this representation, GRI leaders said as follows:

Police Director NISHIHIRA: "We made an inspection of the scens immediateiy.-

The place where the victim was killed is some R0 meters distant from the spot

where the serviceman fired and which is surrounded with shrubs as high as a

Lt et S N AR

human being, Judging frcm the circumstance of this area, we admit that the
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kKiliing was accidental. However, I will do what I can to meet the demand,"

Procurator General HIGA: "As I received the report, I sent a pro-
curator in Nago for an on-the-~spot investigaticn at once. Legally speak-
ing, the Procuratcrs' Oifice cannot do anything about it beyond attendance
to tne inspection of the scene, Courtemartial is beyond our jurisdiction,
There is a law concerning illegal actions by tne U,S5. servicemen in the
Administrative Agreement in Japan, but we don't have such an agreement in
Ckinawa. Therefore, I beiieve that this matter should be solved on the
political level,"

Chief Hxecutive OTA: "I will do what I can to solve this problem accord-
ing to law." In answer to a request by iMr, YAMASHIRO that I wish you to
make a reguest for enforcement of miiitary discipline in order to avoid the
result of such abominable case like Yumikochan case which happened in the
past, Chiet Executive OTA replied "to make a representation to the military,."

Moreover, hr. ARAKAKI, member of' CLDP's Yemporary bExecutive Board,
Chairman YAXAKAJA of Board of Directors, Assistant Secretary General TSUKA-
YAMA and several otheriLegislaturs of Okinawa Liberal Democratic Party
called on the executive leaders in the afternoon on R8 December and heard
about the truth of the incident trom Chief ELxecutive OTA, Police Director
NISHIHIRA, Cnief ARAKAKI of the Criminal Section, and Director XUGAI ef
Legal Arfaris Department at the Chief Executive's Oifice, Then, they made
the fellowing representati'on to the Lxecutive Branch:

1. Ryukyuan Police may net have the right ef investigation of this
case since the suspect is a U.S. serviceman and the areain question is within
the off=limit area of the military land; however, it is desired for the

Executive Branch to make efforts so as to establish the responsibiiity clearliy

by exercising its right of investigation as far as pessible,




2, It is requested tnat Cniet bixecutive protest to USCAR and request
that military discipline be enforced strictly so as not to let such an
accident happen again by making a thorough investigation and at the same
time appropriate compensation be paid to the bereaved family,

3, It is desired for tne Executive Branch to announce the truth of
the incident to the public at a proper time when it obtains enough results
of investigation, without fail,

In answer to this, the Cniel sxecutive and Polrice director said respec-
tively as tollows:

Chief kExecutive OTA: "I am going to meet with tne High Commissioner
tomorrow (R9 Dec.). I wilil report your requests straighorwardly to the
High Commissioner sc that appropriate compensation is paid to the bereaved
family,"

Director NISHIHIAA ot Porice Dep't: "I will make it known tc all
villagers not to enter into the of'i-iimit area to coliect the scraps. And
at the same we will proceed with the exhaustive investigation of the case

to clarity tne cause and obtain the result so that people can understand

it."
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OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION
UsS. Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Istands
Dratt Press ‘Iranslation
Wednesday 30 December 1959
The Ryukyu Shimpo = News Article (i) No., 4868 .

CUMPENSAYION FOR SHOOTING INCIDENT VICTIM
TO BE GIVEN FULL CUNSIDERATION

The regular liaison conferance petween Chief Executive OTA Seisaku
and High Commissioner Donald P. BOUTH was neld for about an hour and torty
minutes on the morning oi 29 December, also attended by iMaj. Gen. Robert
B. LUCKZY, Commanding General, 3rd Marine Division, DMeasures to cope with
the incident in wnicn lirs. KUSHIKURANE Katsu (aLso known as ATOKURANE
Katsu) was shot to death at_tne Kin-Son larine shooting range were discussed
at the meetinge.

Gen, LUCK:EY expressed deep regret over the death of Mrs. KUSHIKURANE
and promised to take proper measures so as to prevent the recurrence of
such incidents in the ruture. He also expressed nope that this incident
will not adversely affect Ryukyuan-American iriendiy reiations.

At tne meeting, the American autnoritvies accepted the requests>of
Chief Execuvive OTA, as follows: 1) to consent to tacit farming within
the shooting range as heretotore; and 2) to ailéw free collection of scrap b
brass on days when there are no maneuve:s from the viewpoint, since revenue
from scrap collection contributes greatly to the village economy. As
measureg to prevent rﬁrnher occurrence of such incidents, it was decided
to 1) designate representatives of nearby villages and give them one-day
advance notice of the maneuver schedule; and 2) work out thorough measures

to urge villagers to stay out ot the danger areas, A meeting ol represen=-

DA A A

tatives’ of the military, Ryukyuan Government (poiice) and local inhabitants

will be helid shortly to discuss the mattere




Chief Executive OTA made reference to compensation tor the victim
and solatium to the bereaved family, and requested that proper measures
be taken by tne U,S5. In response, Gen, LUCKZY replied, "Consolation
money is being coilected at the llarine unit concerned, but full consid-
eration will be given to compensation,"

The Okinawa Times on 50 December said on the same subject: "At the
meeting with Uniet Executive OTA and High Commissioner BOOTH, Maj. Gen,
LUCK=Y fevealed that the Commanding Oiticer of Camp Hansen had visited
the home of the victim on the morning ot 28 December (Shimpo says R9 Dec-
ember) to express sympathy and that he had also visited the home the same
at'ternoon, Gen, LUCKEY also promised to give due consideration to !'strict
observance oif milivary discipline" requested by tne Unief Executive,"

Measures vo utilize American tinancial groups such as Rocksfeller,
Ford and Carnegie tor economic develepment of the Ryukyus was later en
requested by Chief Executive OTA. In response, High Commissioner BOOTH
promised to make efforts to materialize the idea of the Chief Exscutive.

Chief Executive OTA expects economic and social develepment of the
Ryukyus will be considerably promoted by the cooperation of big American
financial groups. He intends to 1) activate disease germ research ace
tivities through expansioﬁ of racilities trom the viewpoint of public
healthy 2) conduct a basic investigation for development of firste-cate-
gory industry; 3) develop underground resources; and 3) work out thorough
measures for prevention of typhoon disasters,

Statement by Chief Executive OTA: "At the meeting it was agreed to

give tacit consent to farming within the Kin Son ahooting range as here-

tofore and allow free collection of scrap brass on days when there was




no maneuver, Measures tfor ensuring security within the shooting range
was the keypoint of the meeting. As a result it was decided that a
meeting of representatives ot the military, Ryukyuan Government and
local inhabitants will be held shortly to discuss the matter. The
military authorities promised to give rull consideration to compensation
for Mrs, KUSHIKURANE, I requested the American representatives for

proper measures 1o prevent the recurrence of such incidents in the future,

An investigation is being made of the person who killed the woman,"

(Similar article in Ukinawa Times and Nichinichi)




OXFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION
U.S5., Civil Administration oi’ the Ryukyu Islands
Drat't Press Transtation

Thursday, 31 December 1959
The Okinawa Times -~ News Articie M, No., 4874
"READY TO COMPENSATEM MARINE INFORI{S BEREAVED FAMILY
(Koza) Concerning to the shot-to=-death of a woman at Kin-village, the
Marine Corps sent at 10 a.m., 30th Dec. the ofticial in charge of compen-
sation to meet lMayor GINOZA at his office. The official paid a visit
with Mayor GINOZA to the late KUSHIKURANE Katsu's home and inrormed the
bereaved ramily, "We are filled with deep grief at this disaster. The
Marine Corps is ready to compensate for her death, and we wish your
eariy claim of payment tor it,"

Mayor GINOZA says "Such an accident as this has not taken place in
this village before, so we, the oificials concerned, will indicate their
way how to claim payment,"

Besides, Kin=village schedules to summon in a few days néads of
organizations in the village such as Ku-heads and youth associations!

chairmen tor discussion on the problem of the maneuver=area and its

related accidents expected hereafter.




OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMALYTON
U.3. Civil Adminisvration or tne Ryukyus
Drart tress Transltation
Wednesday 30 Decemper 1959

The Okinawa Times = News articie (1) No. 4866

KIN SHOOTING CASE CUNFIRIMED TO HAVE BEEN
CAUSED BY ACCIDENT

The Police Headquarters whnich is inquiring into tne recent shooting
case within Camp Hansen in Kin Son reinspected tiie scene of the shooting
from 3 p.ms on the R9th by dispatcning Director NISHIHIRA of rolice
Department, Cniei UmiNg of Police Hgs., Cnier SHINGAKI or Criminal A.iairs
Section, Uniei HIHATA of Identit'ication Section, tecnnician TUMIGAWA of
Identification Section, Cniet KUDZK&N of the Ishikawa Police Snation, with
the cooperation oi ihajor SHITH, in charge or criminal aft'airs involving
Marines and CID,

The scene tiiat would have existed at the time o1 tne shooting was
reproduced by procuring the Remington Pump Type ritle used by Sgt. THUMAS
Zﬁiowg7 and erecting a tent 1,80 meter long and 1,70 meter broad in the
bush where Mrs. KUSHIKURANE was found. 7Two pullets were shot by Policeman
ONISHI of the Ishikawa rolice Station and tne state o1l scattering of
bullets was contirmed and the neight oif shrubs, state of slanting and
distance of shooting was remeasured,

As a result oi measuring, it was found that the bush was 1,50 meter
tall and person of short stature (in tne bush) couldn't be recognized
irom the spot ifrom where shooting was made (aboﬁt 30 meters distant),

It was confirmed that tne scattering bullets completely concentrated on

the tent, So, any new fact which would upset tne previous judgement of




the searching group that tne shooting was made by accident could not
be found,

Statemént of Direcvor NISHIHARA of GRI's rolice Department: "Any
new facts could not ve found by this time on-thne-spot inspection, Since
tne inspection ol the scene was made in the presence of the ofricer in
charge of incidents involiving Marines, we asked him tc make answers on

guestionable points and also asked to publish the results of examination

of suspect so that no doubtiul points will be left,"




OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION
U.S. Civil Administration of tne Hyukyu Islands
Draft Press Translation
Thursday 31 December 1959
Tne Ryukyu Shimpo - News Article (F) No, 4880
CAMP SCHWAB SHOOTING RANGE PLACED OFF LIMITS ON PRMANENT BASIS
(Chubu Branch) Camp Schwap shooting range at Henoko, Kushi Son,
was on 30 December placed off limits on a permanent basis., USCAR Public
Safety Depértment Director SIMMONS notiiied of it at a briefing held on
the spot at 10 a.m. on the same day, attended by GRI Police bDepartment
Direcvor NISHIHIRA, Deputy Director YOGI, Police Headquarters Chief OUMINE,
First, rubtic Satety Section Chietf TOKUGAWA, Ishikawa District Police
Station Chief KUDEKEN, Ishikawa District Police Station Public Safety
Section Chief TANI, and Henoko Assistant Police Inspector's Office Chief
SHIMOZATG,.

Differing from the Camp Hansen shooting range where an Okinawan

woman was shot 1o death while searching ror brass, neither scrap brass

collection nor firewood coliection will be allowed in this firing rangee
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OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION
UsSe Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands
Draft Press Translation
Tuesday, 5 January 1960
The Okinawa Times ~ News Article (M) No. 31

SCRAP-BRASS STILL CONTINUES

(KOZA) - Though it is only 10 days since the shooting-to-death of
Mrs. KUSHIKURANE, the Ishikawa Police Station is again annoyed by the
illegal entrance to the firing area in Kin Village by collectors of scrap-
brass and street vendors. Since the accident occurred, the Ishikawa Folice
Station has arrested six w&man who were collecting scrap-brass in the firing
area in spite of target practice. The station sends policemen to patrol
in that area at the information from the troops, but finds it very difficult
to arrest offendsrs, because they know every inch of the area and run away
at the sight of policemen to hide themselves in the forest. The Ishikawa

Police Station warns that it takes strict control of such offenders,

making the accident a turning point.

37




OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFOMRATION
UsSe Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands
Draft Press Translation
Wednesday, 6 January 1959
The Okinawa Times - Commentary (F) No. 43

FROM DAIGEN SHOGEN COLUMN (PEOPLE SHOULD EXERCISE SELF-RESTRAINT)

The incident in which a woman was shot to death in Kin-Scn military
firing range is thought to have given a great-shock to the local people.,
Public shock and sorrow have not yet cooled down, but it has lately come
to the attention of the authordties concerned that the number of people
entering the restricted area is on the increase,

The cause of the shooting-to-death incident was an accident, it 'was
announced by Police Headquarteré s But the incident caused great repercus-
sions among the public. Private organizations immediately conducted an
on~the-spot investigation. The occurrence of such an unfortunate incident
may result in producing a crack in Wukyuan-—Anierican friendship,

There 18 need for the U,S. military to make utmost efforts for the
prevention of unforeseen accidents, and at the same time, the local people
are required to exercise precaution. It is aneaaonabh for one to blame
others, without having done what he ought to do,

What is required of the .1ocal people is to abide by their promises and
regulations so that no trouble may be given to the U.S. military. Peddling
and scrap brass collection in restricted areas or during restricted hours
should be suspended voluntarily. If one is unable to make a living without

collecting scrap in the face of danger, he should have talks with the U.S,

military so that hours for scrap collection may be provided so as to ensure
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safety. No one--either the U.S military or the people--~wants to have
another tragic incident occur from scrap collection. However, in view of
the increasing number of illegal entrants to the restricted areas, tnere
is no assurance that no accident will take place in the future.

An incident of this kind is apt to develop into & political issue,
thus aggravating Ryukyuan-American relations. The people are required to
keep this point in mind and exercise restraint in their behavior even when
they are in straitened circumstances,

Mayors and "ku" heads are also required to give villagers a warning
against their illegel. acts. It is a'disgrace to villages that many a vil-
lager is arrested by the police for violation of the law., Such a state
of disorder may finally cause village administration to be subject to pub-
lic c¢riticism,

There may be unavoidable circumstances that force>villagers to enter
firing ranges to search for scrap brass in the face of danger. There may
be many unfortunaté people who have to do so by the necessity of earning a
1livelihood as & result of the acquisition of their land and resulting unem-~

ployment. But the relief of such people is a different problem here.

TR L A RSO AN A T W




CFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION
UsSe Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands
Draft Press Translation
Thursday, 7 January 1960
The Ryukyu Shimpo - Editorial (F) No. 51

DANGEROUS BRASS COLIECTION

The incident in which an Okinawan woman was shot to death at Kin-Son
firing range last December caused great repercussions among the public.
There was no firing practice on the afternoon of the day (Saturday) when
the incident took place. She was in the firing range searching for scrap
brass when she was shot to death by an American serviceman who mistook her
for a wild boars The victim had nevsr entered the firingz range before, On
that day, she went to see her paddy field located in the military area, and
then entered the firing range without knowing it.

There is no fence around the area, and people who are unfamiliar with
the configuration of the firing range are apt to enter the firing range
without knowing it. It is a careless mistake that no proper measures have
been taken in this regard. Also problematical is the carelessness of the
American soldier who fired at the woman, mistaking her for a wild boar. The
goldier who mistook the woman just 20 meters ahead for a wild boar cannot
claim himself to be a hunter. It would be a different problem if there
vers anything dangerous that might cause the soldier to fire unconsciously
to protect himself. However, since the gun is sighted at an objsct before
it' is fired, it is quite easy to distinguish a human being from a wild boar.
To simply conclude this incident to be a mere accident may result in im-

planting the evil thought of slighting human life. Apart from whether one

has the intention to kill or not, when one fires at an object, one should
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do so on his own responsibility.

Aslmentioned above, the shooting-to-death incident has two problem-
atical points. This newspaper yesterday reported that 'many people search
for brass at night because it is dangerous to do so in the daytime." More-
over, most of them are women, and they search for brass with the help of
flashlights. Such an act is tantamount to slighting their own lives. The
U.S. military practice range is, so to speak, a lawless area. Any incident
that takes place in the military area is out of the jurisdiction of local
police. Since local police are unable to probe into such cases, it is
impossible to conduct responsible investigations, If anything should happen
to those who slight their own lives, there would be no use in appealing to
the U.S. Nobody would show sympathy toward them as in the case of this
shooting~to-death incident. Those who collect brass in the face of danger
deserve severe punishment.

There are many Okinawan inhabitants whose lands were takén for U.S.
military bases. This is, indeed, the tragedy of Okinawa., But it is hard
to understand the feelings of Kin-Son women whc are piling up reckless
tragedy upon this tragedy. It appears to sound reasonable to say that they
have to collect brass because they are unable to make a living without
doing it. But we wonder if there is any need for them to live by going so
far as to slight their own lives, Overcome by the temptation that scrap
brass makes money, there may be many women who enter the firing range to
search for brass at night.- Those who commit such a mistake may be ignorant
of the consequence that their ignorance will only result in digging their

own graves,

-

Brass collection in the Kin-Son firing range has become problematical

2




for the paét few years, resulting in several victims. Both the Ishikawa
police and the military maintain control over it, but there is no sign of
improvement., Village authorities have also been making efforts to do away
with it, but good results have not been attained,

This is indicative of the fact that fammers in Okinawa are making a
hard living, but this problem must not be confined to a base problem alone.
In what way should we enable farmers in military bases to make a living?
Unless this question is settled, tragedies will take place one after

another. At the same time, it is necessary tc make more efforts for the

enlightenment of ignorant farmers.
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OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION
UeSe Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands
Draft Press Translation
Tuesday, 5 January 1960

The Okinawa Times (evening edition) - News Article (S) No. 38
BEREAVED FAMILY OF WILD BOAR CASE TAKES CLAIM PROCEDURE FOR
COMPENSATION THROUGH VILLAGE OFFICE

(Koza) = The problem of compensation for the death of ATCKURANE,

Katsu (age 55), 10-han, 2-ku, Kin-Son, who was killed by a Marine sergeant
at the firing range in Kin-Son, was promoted when a claims officer of the
Marines called on the ATOKURANES and the Mayor of Kin-Son on 30 December
and told them to submit a claim for compensation, as the Marines were ready
to pay it. Now the Atokuranes are making arrangements for submitting a
claim for compensation through the village office of Kin-Son.

Public attention has been focused on the question of compensation for
the shooting case in connection with the death of Katsu ATOKURANE, which
occurred at the firing range in Kin-Son, as it was a case similar to that
of YONAMINE, Etsuko, who was shot to death by a guard on duty in Chibana,
Misato-Son, in April 1956, and in which the claim for compensation was
rejected; however, matters have taken a favorable turn, as the U.S. Marines
told the bereaved femily that the Marines were ready to pay compensation.

An officer of Kin-=Son called on the Legal Affairs Department of GRI on
4, January to ask about the procedure for submitting a claim for compensation
for this case, The Legal Affairs Department sent Land Section Chief SHIMA-~
BUKURO and other officers to the scene of the incident immediately after
the occurrence of the incident for an inspection, at which time they heard

the circumstances of the case from the police, The party also investigated

the actual conditions of the permitted farms and living conditions of the
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bereaved family; however, the Legal Affairs Department authorities are
saying that although the final decision will be made by the military damage
claims commnission, compensation must be paid for the result of the action,
which has no relation with the question of whether it occurred within or
outside the military land.

On the other hand, there is no definite form of précedure for claims
for such cases in Okinawa; therefore, it is not known yet whether the claim
for compensation will be handled according to the method adopted by the
Procurement Agency of the Japanese Government or the bereaved family's claim
for compensation based on its own calculation,

There have arisen two similar cases in Japan--the Girard case, in which
a woman scrap collector was shot to death and the Longpre case in which a
U.S. serviceman fired on a running street car and a student was killed--
and the former case was paid $2,220 and the latter case was paid $5,000
(each does not include the expenses for the funeral). Some people believe
that the above cases may be regarded as 2 basis of calculation for the
compensation.

On the other hand, according to the military regulation, the amount
of campensation reathed by the claims commission is final and no appeal is
permitted, However, if the claimant is dissatisfied with the decision, he
can make a protest with appropriate reascns therefor by refusing to accept
that compensation. As for the case of ATCKURANE, however, the decision of
the military is drawing attention, in view of the fact that living conditions
of the bereaved family are on the border of those families which are
assisted by a govermment subsidy--according to the Kin-Son villagé office.

In this regard, Land Section Chief SHIMABUKURO of the legal Affairs

Department is quoted as saying: "It is a rule that a claim for damages




caused by the U.S. military is submitted by the bereaved family directly
to the U.S. military, and GRI can only help him to make up a procedure
necessary for it. There is no definite method of calculation of c&mpenm
csation, and the decision reached at the military claims commission is

regarded as final., However, we will do what we can to help the people

concerned so that a satisfactory compensation is paid."




OKINAWA MORNING STAR
Tuesday, January 26, 1960

MARINES PAY $2,700
FOR HANSEN SHOOTING

Maj. Gen. Robert B. Luckey, commanding general of @he 3rd Marine
division, today apbroveﬁ the claim for $2,700 arising from the accidental
shooting and death of Mw»s. Katsuo Kushikurane of Kin village on Dec. 26.
The cash settlement was accepted by the dead woman's husband, Jukichi
Kushikurane.

After receiving the money, Kushikurane said, "I consider the payment
fair,"

The claim was settled after three méetings between the 3rd Marine
division foreign claims commission and Kushikurane, who was represented by
the mayor of Kin village, Tatsuo Ginoza. Ginoza requested two recesses in
the hearings in order to study the system used as a guide by the division
paying death claims,.

The system used for the payment of such claims has been approved by
both the U.S. and the Japanese government under the status of forces agree-~
ment, officials said. _

Acting Gunnery Sergeant Charles T. Brdwn of Newp0rt, Ark., who acciden~-
tally killed Mrs. Kushikurane while hunting wild boar on the Camp Hansen

military reservation, has been charged with negligent homicide and will be

tried by general court martial. The date of the trial has not been announced.
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OFFICE OF FUBLIC INFORMATION
U.S. Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands
' Drait Fress Translation '
Tuesday, 26 January 1960

The dyukyu Snimpo - News Article (i) No, 324

BRy700 IS rAlh FOR SHUL-TO-DIATH CASs AT KIN VILLAGE

The accidental shot~to~death case ol an Ukinawan woman by an American
soldier which happened at the riring area at Kin village has been attracting
public anxiety tor its development; however, it was tentétively settled
with $2,700 payment to the vicnic's nusvand -kr. KUSHIKUAZANE Jukichi by the
3rd herine Division,

According to the announceent o USCAR on the Rbth, this compensatioﬁ
money was paid in casn tvo Mr, KUJHiKU&ANE on the R5th with tne approval of
lajor General -Robert B. Luckey, Commanding General, 3rd karine Division,
The computation o1 the money was s§tbled atter 3 meetings between .the brdi
larine Division Foreign Ciaims Commission and Mr., KUSHIKURANE, who was
represented by uthe liayor of Kin Village, Tatsuo Gineza. The system used
for the payment of such claims has been approved by both the United States
and Japanese Governments under tne status of rorces agreement, and it is
said tnat hir. GINOZA requested two recesses in the hearings.

Acting Gunnery gt Cnarlie T. Brown oi lewport, Arkansas, who
aécidentaliy shot and killed lkrs. KUSHIKURANE in the area occupied by the
Camp Hansen, has been charged with negligent homicide and will be tried Bj'

‘general court martial., The date ot the triai has not been announced.




OKINAWA MORNING STAR
Thursday, January 28, 1960

MARINES GIVE
WIDOWER $250

Members of the 3rd Tank Bn. on Okinawa yesterday sent Jukichi
Kushikurane of Kin village $250 as a token of their heart-felt sympathy
in the death of his wife, Katsu, who was accidentally shot and killed in
a hunting accident last Dec. 26.

She was shot by acting Gunnery Sgt. Charlie T. Brown of that unit,
Payment was in addition to the $2,700 paid in the claims.set,tlement earlier
announced by the 3rd Mar. Div.

Lt. Col, David Foos Jr,, commanding officer of the tank battalion,

made the presentation yesterday morning at Kushikurane's home.
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OKINAWA MORNING STAR
Saturday, 20 February 1960
MILITARY CTS. ACQUIT
MARINE, JAIL SATLOR
A Navy airman was sentenced to thres years at hard labor and a Marine
gunnery sergeant was acquitted of negligent homicide in two military court
martials here today.
Airman Marion R. Zientara of Buffalo, New York, was found guilty of
involuntary manslaughter in the slaying of beautiful Shigeko Arakaki, Koza
bar waitress, last Oct. 28. In addition to three years at hard labor he
was given a bad conduct discharge, reduced to the lowest enlisted rank, and
must forfeit all pay and allowances.
L

Miss Arakaki was killed by strangulation. Her nude body was found in
her apartment near the Ace bar in Koza where she was employed as a hostess.

Marine Acting Gunnery Sergeant Charles T. Brown of Newporit, Ark., was
cleared of charges resulting from the accidental shooting of Mrs. Katsu
Kushikurane, Dec. 26 while hunting wild boar at Camp Hansen. A cash
settlement, of %2,700 had already been accepted by the dead woman's husband,
Jukichi Kushikurane, prior to today's court martial.

Major Ernest B. Wright and 1lst Lieutenant Bruce M. Cook of the Division
Legal section defended Sergeant Brown. The court that returned the verdict

was composed of five officers and three enlisted men of the 3rd Marine

Division.




OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION
U.S. Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands
Draft Press Translation
Sunday, 21 February 1960

The Ryukyu Shimpo - Commentary (F) Nce. 655
FRCM THE KINKO MOKUZETSU COLUMN  (FAIR COURT JUDGEMENT REQUIRED)

A ﬁilitary court-martial acquitted Marine Sergeant Charles T. Brown
of the charge resulting from the accidental shooting of Mrs; KUSHIKURANE
Katsu (55), who was killed by shooting while searching for brass at the
firing range in Kin-Son.

Also, U.S. serviceman Marion R. Zeintara, who killed a Koza bar
waitress, was sentenced to three years at hard labor. In addition to
three years at hard labor, he was given a bad conduct discharge and must
forfeit all pay and allowances, Although the sentence given to the murderer
of the bar waitress is not quite satisfactory, we can put up with it, but
not with the sentence given to the Marine sergeant who killed the woman by
shooting, thinking she was a wild boar,

A difference in the weighing cf an offense between American military
courts and Okinawan courts is understandable, but it is hard tc understand
why that act did not even constitute an accidental homicide.

Although the incident took place within the military base, peoplels
feeiings will not agree with the court decision. Nobody'is willing to
offer their land for use by the military. We umwillingly have to cooperate
and rec;gnize the existence of the military base for the cause of defending -
the Free World. At the same time, we hope to promote Ryukyuan-American
friendship, since we Ryukyuans live in this land together with Americans,

That judgement of acquittal which ignores the feelings of the people é

{
1




is quite unfair. If an Ckinawan policeman accidentally kills a man by
shooting, he cannot escape the charge of involuntary heomicide. But why
is it not so with the judgement this time?

Under such circumstances, the inhabitants of base towns and villages
are unable to live with a sense of sccurity. We would like to strongly

request military authorities to make a fair judgement of what is wrong,

instead of settling such matters by merely paying money. This, we believe,

is the way to promote Ryukyuan-American frisndship.




OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION
UeS. Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands
Draft Press Translation «
Friday, 22 January 1960 A

The Ryukyu Shimpo - News Article (8) ' No. 280
U.S. MARINE CORPS CCMMANDING CFFICER PAYS SYMPATHETIC CALL TO SICK BOY

UslMA, Susumu (age 12), fifth year grade of Nakijin Primary School in
northern Okinawa, who was wounded and lost the sight of his left eye on
19 January as the bullet he picked up from the firing practice range in
Nakijin-Son exploded while he was playing with it, had a visit from Lieut.
Colonel L. BABASHANIAN, Commanding Officer of the 3rd Reconnaissance Bat-
talion of the U.S. 3rd Marine Division, and a battalion adjutant éi the
Shinzato Ophthalmic Hospital, Naha, on the afternoén of 21 January.

Comnander BABASHANIAN and his alds brought with them a bunch of
flowers and fresh fruit, and they spoke kindly to the boy in bed and to
his father. All of the family members who were present were deeply moved
by their kind inquiry.

Morecver, the 3d Reconnaissance Battalion was reportedly ready to

discuss the compensation for the wounded boy if his family has an intention

to claim compensation for his injury.
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CKINAWA MORNING STAR
Saturday, January 23, 1960

THIRD MARINE OFFICIALS ANNOUNCE
RESULTS OF 'BLANK' INVESTIGATION

Third Marine division officials have announced the completion of
their investigation into an accident resulting in the loss of a Nakijin -
school boy's left eye Tuesday.

Local police had reported eawligr to USCAR officials that Susumu Uema,
11, was rushed to a Nago hospital for emergency treatment after being
injured while playing with a blank cartridge he had found alongside a road
near his school. He was later transferred to Shinzato hospital, where Dr.
Shinzato there removed his left eye.

On the strength of the police report stating unidentified military
personnel were seen in this area firing blank ammunition earlier; marine
headquarters here ordered a complete investigation to determine if marines
were involved,

Their investigation revealed that elements of the 3rd Reconnaissance
Bn., Camp Schwab, had been holding maneuvers near that area before the
accident, and that a simulated road block had been set up near where the
youngster found the blank cartridge.

They said there existed the possibility that one of the weapons might
have had & misfire and the cartridge inadvertently was 1e§t on the ground
when the marines displaced to another position. The report added, however,
that this is merely conjecture, as there is no way to determine how long the
cartridge had been laying [Sig7 there, HMany United States forces hold maneuvers

there year-round, marine officials said.

Prior to the completion of the investigation, Lt. Col. John G. Babashanian,




?
¢
i

3rd Recon Bn. commander, had visited the boy's father at Shinzato hospital
to express his condolences on behalf of himself and the men of his battalion.
The colonel reported the boy was resting comfortably, and said he would

be hospitalized for approximately three weeks, according to hospital officials.
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OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION
U.5. Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands
The Draft Press Translation
Friday, 29 Januay 1960
The Okinawa Times - News Article (T) No. 357

SUSPENSICN OF MANEUVERING WITHIN NAKIJIN-SON REQUESTED

The legislative Education and Social Affairs Committee (Chariman,
Legislator IJU Seikichi) and the Legislature!s Ishikawa Incident Special
{easure Committee (Chariman, Legislator YAMASHIRO Zenei) conducted an
on-the-spot inspection of Nakijin=Son where a school child (UEMA Susumu,
5th grader of the Nakijin Primary School) recently lost his eyesight as
the result of the explosion of a bullet in the maneuvering ground at 10
a.me on the 26th,

The committee members heard about the situation that prevailed when the
aceldent took place from Mayor OSHIRO of Nakijin-Son and Principal SHIMA-
BUKURC of Nakijin Primary School to collect data on which to fomulate
future measures, The Nakijin-Son authorities asked the Legislative com-~
mittee members on the following two points: (1) That since Nakijin-Son
has a comparatively large population for its area, it is requested that.
the maneuvering be absolutely suspended within Nakijin-Son; (2) It is
requested that due compensation be made to the affected school childe.

Statement of Chaimman IJI of the Education and Social Affairs Committee:
"Before this accident took place, the school authorities seem to have asked
the school children to pfoduce the cartridges they had gathered, but this
child (who met the disaster) seems not to have obeyed the order. The

teacher in charge of his class said that this child was a quiet boy ordin-

arily, He seemed to be keeping the cartridge as if it were a toy., The e




legilsative Education and Social Affairs Committee conducted an on~the~
spot investigation, though it was not a bill proposed before the committee
directly, in view cf the fact that it is an accident involving a school
¢hild and as the petition will be submitted shortly. We intend to work

out a concrete measure after the petition is submitted.!

SN ER N
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OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION
U.S. Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands
Draft Press Translation
Tuesday, 2 February 1960
The Ryukyu Shimpo - News Article (M) No. 407
OKINAWA CHILD PROTECTION ASSOCIATION MAKES A STRONG
REQUEST FOR BAN CF MANEUVERS NEAR SCHOOLS
Giving preminence to the incident of 19 January in which UEMA Susumu,
fifth grader of the Nakijin Primary School, lost the sight of his left eye,
the Okinawa Child Protection Associt'ltion at 10 a,m. yesterday made a
strong request through Secretary-General IlCéHARA of the Association to
Chief Executive OTA, Speaker ASATC of the Legislature, and Chairman IJU
of the Education and Social Affairs Committee of the Legislature to con-
sult with the military on a ban on maneuvers in the vicinity of schools.
The incident happened after the Marine Corps of Hencko had conducted
maneuvers at the area some one hundred meters away from the front of the
southern gate of the Nakijin Primary School as a result of there being
several shells not yet fired among the cartridges collected by children.
Such a request as the above was made from the viewpoint that maneuvers

in the neighborhood of schools have a bad influence on the school children,

and, consequently, they are unfavorable for education,




OFFICE O PUBLIC ArvATwS
U. 5. Civil Administration of the syukyu lislands
Jraft Press Translation
sunday, R October 1960
(The rollowing translation is unoiricial and is prepared for information
purposes only and not for republicaticn; reprocuction of the translation
by the Office of Public Affairs implies no responsibility or encorsement
whatsoever by OPA as to the content or accuracy of the material contained
therein. ) :
The Okinawa Times - lews Article T, Ho. 3513
TAO UEN KILLED IN AN EXPLOSION
Uehara Toyoji, R3, of Ho. 189 Aja of ilaha, and Tobaru Shigeru, 32,

of No. 308 Aja of Naha, died in a explosion of gun-poﬁér at 2 p.m. on
the 30th while extracting gun-powder iroia unexplo‘ed cannon balls on
the Ukaha Island, an uninhabited swall island that is in the offing from
Ttoman, and the islend has been regarded as a base for the illegal fish-
ing operators for extracting gun-powder from unexploded cannon balls,
so that the Itoman police station is investigating the case closely.
The U.3. Forces amwunition disposal squad, comprised oi 4 men including

Capta. Kaido, Commanding ofiicer of the 5th Explosives Urdnance Disposal

Squad, went to tne island in a guard boat at 11 a.m., October lst, and

disposed of the ammunition that remained. There were eight 100-pound shells

(five of which were empty of gun powder) and some 200 150-millimeter shells
hidden in the island. On the scene of the accident were found hammers and
cold chisels and something in the saape of a bucket had been scattered and
smashed, &nd the pool of water close to the water's edge was tinted red
with blood, presenting a gruesome sight. The Explosives Ordnance Dis-

position squad exploded shells 3 times during the day, and the remainder

of shells will be disposed of on the 3rd.




According to thé statement of the laritime Police Station, the gun-.
powder extracted from these shells is being used in illegal iishing, so
that the n@rine resources in the Kerama and Kumejima waters have decreased,
and the law enforcement authorities are racking their brains in coping
with this situation. To make matters worse, the poachers are using
poweriul, speedy boats, so tnat the police boat can never hoﬁe to over-
take them; and, when they are pursued, they take to shallow waters in
which it is impossible for the police boat to navigate. On 1 October
a boat which came to the island to wipe éut the evidence was siéhted leaving
the iéland about a quartqr-of-an—hour prior to the arrival of the police
boat; so that when the police boat arrived on the scene, they found gun-
powder burning; It is supposed that these shells have been brought to

the island from the southern district.
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OKINAWA MORNING STAR
Monday, October 3, 1960
TYPHCON TALES
SCRAP CCLIECTCRS
PERISH IN EXPLOSICN

Two Ckinawan scrap collectors perished in a bomb explosion that occurred
Friday on an isle off Itoman, police reported yesterday.

Police investigators picked up one body Friday night and searched for
other scrappers who fled from the scene of the explesion taking anothey body
with them.

The uninhabited sandy isle is situated twoc miles west of Itoman. It has
been a hangout of scrap collectors who dismantle explosives there.

According to the police report, the explosion took place about 2:00 p.n.
Friday afternoon. One policeman saw the smoke and column of water g0 up on
the islz following the blast,

Later investigators collected same 15 bombshells of 45mm caliber
ammunition which were scattered around the sandy spot where the explosion
cgcurred.

An air force plane flying over southern Okinawa also saw the explosion

on the tiny isle and reported it to USCAR public safety office,
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OM¢ICE OF PUBLIC AFSAIRS
U.s, Civil administration of the liyukyu lslands
Jraf't Press Translation
fhursday 18 Gctober 136&
the ryukyu shimpo - liews article (&) fo. 8644
PLLUTLESS PLANE CHASHES IN vRONT Gf SCHOOL
fround %:15 p.m, on 12 Cctober a U.3. Hdavy pilotless plane crashed
in a paddy field about GO0 meters (avout 658 yards) west of the Gushictian
Junior High 3chool in gushichan-Zon. The paddy (ield in which the.plane
crashed is owned by o, WANNO Masao {%%). No bodily injury was casued
necause nobody was around there when the plane crashed, but 6.0 square
meters (7.8936 square yards) of rice field was damaged.
It was a radio-controled, pilotless, smail plane., u;puty Chief
arricultural road whén the plane crashed. e witnessed the crash,
The pilotless vlane plunged with a folded parachute intc a paddy field,
when mud came Ilying to an agzricultural road about 100 meters (103,56
yards) away. #fter the plane crashed, an -unfolded parachute, seewmingly
of the plane, caue down in a field about 1,000 meters (1,03%.6 yards)
away. & hole of 6.6 square meters and 2 meters (R.1872 yards) deep
was created in the rice field.
The recked plane was air-lifted by a military helicopter around
5 p.m, -on the day. fhe crash took place when students of the Gushichan
Junior High 3cﬁooi vere in training in preparation for the coming school

sports meet., Hearing the accident, approximately 1,000 people rushed

to tne seene, : ,

According to the Wavy Information Office, the radio-controled

pilotless plane is about % meters long and is used as a target during:*"

”~

A



wilitary practice. It crashed about § p.m. Lause of the accident is

under investigabion.

Lt. Commander Faul, a MNavy judicial orficer, immediately rushed to
the scene, met the fu-chiel and br. WANKD, owner of the land damaged,

and requested them to cleaim damages, The savy seems to be ready to

maike paywent upon {iling ol & damapge claim,

(similar article in Ukinawa limes and ukinawa sichinichi)

RN RN




OSeLOE Or PURLIC ACFAIRS

U.d. Civil Jadministration of the ityukyu islands
braft iress Translation
“riday, 14 Uctober 1360

The Ckinawa Times - Commentary (&) flo. 3651

FROM THE DAIGEN SHOUGeN COLUMN (ALAFLANE CRASH)

4 pilotless airplane crashed in & rice rield near a school in

>

It was a tarcet plane used for wilitary uaneuvers,

Gushichan--son.

Cause of the accident is unknown, but the plane split in two in the

air and came down end over end., fortunately, no one was injured, but

farm crops were damaged.

Any aircraft accident is apt to cause troubla, 1If the plane had

crashed intoc a school, there would have been a repetition of the Ishikawa

jet crash, Although a pilotless plane, it might have caused injuries

to children.

Victims might not be'childrén alone. 4All people on the ground

sre exposed to danger, 4 farmer witnessed the plane come down on his

way to his farm. The Farmer feared that his wife, who had left for

the farm earlier than he, might have been killed in the crash. The

plane crashed 50 meters (54,68 yards) ahead of his wife,

A school principal said, "School authorities are very fearful of

airplanes flying over us., ¥We hdbe that pilotless planes will fly over

the sea." The crash fhis time mast have reminded people of the jet

plane crash at the liyamori Llementary School in Ishikawa.

"airplanes should be flown over the sea during maneuvers. " This

:has been cried for since the jet plane crash at Ishikawa.,  U,3, military

authorities may have been exercising precaution in this reggrd. 1t is




unthinkable that they take little heed of il only because it is a
radic-controled pilotless plane. Ihe plane may have got into trounle
on its way to the sea across land.

sut, whatever reason it may be, the frequent occurrence of such
incidents deepens the anxiety of people. e do not like to think that
because of the existence of the military base, an accident is unavoidable.
The crash this time musL not be overlooked merely because no one was
injured or killed., Heedless to say, there is a great difterence between
an accidgnt which caused many casﬁalties and an accident what caused
no casualty, but both accidents are almost the same in substance, There

is a need for the inhabitauts to more positively deal with the problem.




&

OKINAWA MORNING STAR
Saturday, December 10, 1350

HUNTING ACCIDENT
FATAL TO OKINAWAN

A 73-year old Okinawan was fatally injured in a hunting accident near
Kyan point, south of Itoman, yesterday morning, according tc Naha air base
officials,

Kame Omine's fatal wound apparently Aresulted from a shot fired from the
gun being used by S/Sgt. Raymond Obermeir, of Naha air base, who was hunting
for birds in the area.

First indication of the accident was received when Omine staggered out
of the underbrush after Sgt. Obermeir had fired at some birds.

The area is regularly used for bird hunting. The sergeant was on
authorized leave and possessed a valid hunting license,

Immediately after the accident Sgt. Obemeir attgmpted to administer
first aid and remained at the scene of the accident until the arrival of
CRI police.

Col., Fdward Foote, Nanha air base commander, went to the scene immed-
iately to insure that all possible aid was given.

Naha air base officials are attempting to make contact with relatives

of the deceased to convey their sympathies and to assist in any other way

possible.



OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS .
" U, S¢ Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands
Draft Press Translation
Saturday, 10 December 1960

(The following translation is unofficial and is prepared for information
purposes only and not for republication; reproduction of the translation
by the Office of Public Affairs implies no responsibility or endorsement

~ whatsoever by OPA as to the content or accuracy of the material contained

therein,)
The Okinawa Times - News Article (T) No. 4317

A FARMER IN MIWA-SON SHOT TO DEATH BY
AN AMERICAN HUNTER BY MISTAKE

Following the recent shooting incident at the Kin Firing Range,
there has taken place another shooting incident at Aza Kyan, Miwa-Son,
in which an old Okinawan farmer was shot to death by an American seriice-
man out hunting, after being mistaken for game. At around 1330 p.m, on
the 9th, OMINE Kame (74 years old), a farmer residing at 204 banchi,
Aza Kyan, Miwa-Son, was collecting aerial roots of Pandanus trees at
Shinaji Baru, Aza Kyan, when an airman (about 22 or 23 years old) who
was hunting near the place mistook the farmer for game and fired his
3-chambered, pump type, Remingt.on hunting gun. The farmer was killed
instantly.

The scene of the above incident is a Pandanus tree adjeining a
less than 2 meter (6.5616 feet)-wide agricultural road which connects
Kyan Sub-village to the shore of Mabuni, It is said that the American
serviceman mistook OMINE-san who was working under pandanus trees of
his size for "game", Having been shot from so short a distance as
about 10 meters (32.808 fest), OMINE's breast, especially his left
lung, is said to have looked like a beehive,

The above incident was brought to light as the American whe shot

the farmer delivered himself up to the military criminal search organ,




The local police, which were notified of the abeve incident by the
military, immediately dispatched Chief ARAKAKI of the Criminal Affairs
Section, Police Hgs., Chief HIRATA of the Criminal Identification Sec-
tion, Director NAKADA of the Itoman Police Station, Police Surgeon
SHINODA and others to the scene of the incident and started a joint
military-Ryukyuan inspection. As a result, it is said that there is
strong indication that the case is judged as accidental homicide, as
confessed by the serviceman, the assailant.

OMINE Kame, the victim of the incident, was living with his wife,
Kemado (74 years old) and his 3rd son, liorimasa (35 years old). Care
of his wife, Kamado, who is ill in bed, suffering from neuralgia, was
solely in the hands of her husband, the late Kame,

Statement of Mrs, OMINE Kame, wife of the victim: "I am too sad
to speak at hearing that (my husband) was killed as a result of being
mistaken for 'game'. What ireny that a person like myself who is bed-
ridden outlived him, who was a s healthy as a yeung man{ I den‘t want
his death to have been in vain, I hope that everyone will give due
consideration so that no such sad thing will recur.”

Statement of Morimasa, the 3rd son of the vietim: '"When I rushed
to the scene on hearing from a neighbor about the incident while on my
way home from the farm a little after 1 p.m,, my father was already
dead, It is too outrageous an act to sheot at the tremor 'of pandanus
leaves without ascertaining whether it is really game. My father was
so streng that he used to beat me in farm work."

The "farmer shooting case' gave a great shock to the inhabitants

of Aza Kyan, Miwae-Son. It is said that about 20 hunters threng te the

2

TTAEINTE




area each week end, because the place is ideal for hunting, with
spacious farms and paddies, surrounded by windbreaks., And the
inhabitants had been grumbling of the fact that their farms were
trampled down by these hunters when this latest incident toek place.
If the present state of things is left without correction, it is to
be feared tﬁat another shooting case may arise, thus increasing the
fear of the inhabitants, The inhabitants are said to be of the
intentien to take pertinent measure, by either prehibiting hunting
on farmlands or urging self-control by the hunters,

Concerning this incident, the U.S. Air Force authorities on the
9th announced the follewing statement:

HA 73-year old Oldﬂamn man, OMINE Keme, was fatally injured in
a hunting accident at Kyan Point, south of Iteman, at 11:45 a.,m, Dec. 9,
Kame OMINE's fatal wound apparently resulted from a shot believed fired
from a gun being used by S/Sgt Raymond OBERMEIER, Naha Air Base, wheo
was hunting birds in the area. The first indication of the accident
was when OMINE staggered out of the underbrush after Sgt OBERMEIR had
fired at bi:is. Immediately after the accident, the sergeant attempted
to give first aid to the weunded and remained at the scene until the
Government of Ryukyu Islands pelice arrived. Colonel Edward KO OTE,
Naha Air Base commander, proceeded immsdiately to the scene of the
accident te insure that all pessible aid was given and necessary
actien taken, Naha Air Base officials are attempting te make centact

with the relatives and the deceased te pay their condelsnces and te

extend sympathy to the bsreaved relatives,”




The body of OMIWE Kame was carried by the CID to the Army Hospital

at Camp Kue from the Naha Police Station and subjected to autepsy.
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UFFICH OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS
U.5. Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands
Uraft Press Translation
Saturday, 10 December 1960
(The following translation is unofficial and is prepared for information

purposes only and not for republication; reproduction of the translation
by the Uffice of Public Affairs implies no responsibility or endorsement
whatsoever by OPA as to the content or accuracy of the material contained
therein.)
The Okinawa Times (Evening sdition) - liews Article (T) No. 4325
JOINT INVESTIGATION SHUWS FARMER SHUUTING
WAS 'ACCIUENTAL'

As a result of joint investigation conducted by military and local
investigative agencies, it was found that the recent shooting of a farmer by
U.S. serviceman at Aza-Kyan, Miwa-Son was made by accident, So, the case
wvas taken over by military pelice authorities,

According to the results of joint military ahd fyulgyuan police inves-
tigation, there was a distance of only about 14 meters (about 46 feet)
between 5/Sgt Raymond OBERMIER, assailant, and UMINE Kame (74 years old),
the victim. That Sgt OBERMIER pulled the trigger of his gun the moment he
heard a rustling in the bush of the Pandanus trees, thus causing the
present tragic incident.

It is said that under Japanese Criminal Law the above case would be
dealt with as a severe accidental offense. The future interrogation of
the assailant and disposal of the case are expected to be made mainly by
military police authorities, as a foreigner's incident, with local police

taking the role of indirect cooperators.

It is expected that details of the results of investigation of the

case will be announced in a day or two.




The autopsy of the remains of OMINE Kame was performed the night of
the 9th at the Army Hospital at Camp Kue, in the presence of rolice Surgeon
SHINUHARA.

The findings of the autopsy are as follows: 6 bullets penetrated
main arteries in the chest, 5 bullets penetrated the diaphragm, slugs
found in kidney, spleen, stomach, lung and bronchial tdbe. There are 80

scars of bullets throughout the body.




OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Ue 3. Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands
Draft Press Translation
Sunday, 11 December 1960

The Okinawa Times - News Article (T) No. 4333

PROBIEMATIC POINTS INVCLVING AMERICAN HUNTERS

Toward the end of last year, a woman was shot to death in Kin-Son as
the result of her being mistaken for a wild boar, while an old faymer was
shot to death this year in Miwa-Son through being mistaken for a bird. Such
successive occu;rence of shooting cases is heightening the voices of criticism
toward the wayllicenses are issued to American hunters, whether or not it is
possible to effect stricter control or asking those who handle hunting guns to
be more careful. Foliowing are problematic points involving American hunterss

In accordance with the Game Law, all the hunting licenses (B class) are

“issued by the Director of Police Headquarters. The military personnel or DAC

who wishes to obtain such a license can get it from a pblice station chief
who is authorized to issue such a license on behalf of thé Police Headquarters
Director. Unless the applicant is a minor, an idiot, or an insane pevrson, he
canbobtain the license easily if he possesses & gun. Compared with Ryukyuan
applicants, who are vrequired to go through a number of checkups on such
matters as criminal records, possession of a permit for the possession of guns,
etc., it seems much easier, from a procedural aspect, for American military
or DAC personnel to obtain the licenses.

Since October 15th, when the ban on hunting was lifted, up until now,
the Naha Police Station has issued hunting licenses to 183 foreigngrs, which
means -that foreign hunters weve born at the rate of 90 (on the average) per

month. é

However, since the existing Game Law has no provisions which restrict %
))




the use of hunting guns, hunting by Americans seems to pose extreme danger
(to those in the vicinity). For example, it is said that some of them shoot
at the bushes where there is dim visibility, or shoot parallel to the ground,
both of which practices are regarded as taboo among hunters. It is said that
there are even those who shoot near residential areas, though this is pro-
hibited by the Game Law, One of the factors accounting for such a situation
seems to be the circmnstanqe that very few ﬁranslations of the Game Law ave
availgble; hence, foreigners are little acquainted with the Game Law generally.
In the past there have been four shooting cases, all caused by foreipgn
hunters, namely (1) the shooting case at Inbu Beach, Onna-Son; (2) the shooting
case at Aza Yakena, Yonagusuku-Sonj (3) the shooting case at the maneuvering
ground in Kin-Son, and (4) the w»ecent case at Miwa-~Son,
The murdever of this incident is said to have fired his gun as the
result of mistaking the victim for birds in the buéh of pandanus trees,
Residents of Kiyan Sub-village sigh that this latest tragedy need not have
occurred, if the serviceman had fired his gun only aftev calnly confivming
that it was really gzame, the distance being only l; meters (about 46 feet).
The police authorities say that it is possible, by carefulness on the
part of hunters in handling their guns, to do away with such shooting cases,
1t seems thét the time has come when a change must be made in the present
system of issuing licenses almost without conditions to those who possess gunse
Statement of Chaiwman UECHI Kazufumi of the Okirawa Hunters' Association:
"It is a custom apng hunters to ascertain whether it is game before shooting
while out huntinge They do not shoot for the meyre reascn that some noise
is heard or there is a wustling in the brush. For there are some birds which
the law prohibits anyone to”shoot. Those who shoot at anything at random

can not be said tc be hunters. I sametimes come across foreigners vho fire

2




their guns in rapid succession, even though not within shooting distance,

probably because they‘have too grezat a supply of shells, but it is acts

such as this which ave the cause of incidents like the one which occurred

this time. In the case of the present incident, theve is no altewnative but

to suppose that the serviceman had no hunting experience."

The ashes of CMINE Kame (73 years old), who was shot to death by an

American hunter at Aza Kiyan, Miwa-Son, were carvied home by the thiwvd son,

Morimasa (35 years old) a little after 8 a.m. on the 10th, following the

post~mortem examination at the Army Hospital, The funeral was conducted

at 2 p.ms, with the attendance of all the Kiyan Sub-villagers, ihcluding

Mayor OSHIRO Seichi of Miwa-Son and Kiyan-Sub-village head ADANIYA Naoichi.

Before the funeral cortege left the home, Staff Sergeant OBERMEIER,

accompanied by his base commander and company commander, came tc offer

incense. Sergeant OBERMEIFR apclogized befcre the spirit of the departed

soul and the beveaﬁed family, saying, "I deeply apologize for causing this

because of my fault,."

Statement. of Mayor OSHIRO of Miwa-Son and Chief ADANIYA of Kiyan-Ku:

"The payment of compensation to the bereaved fémily is the problem that is

left unsolved. We intend to help the bereaved family obtain the compensation

as soon as possible. We hope that the military authorities will understand

i

that the surviving family member is a bed-ridden sick old woman."




e e s e v SO L S bl i

OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS
Ue S. Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islande

Draft Press Translation
Sunday, 1l December 1940

The Okinawa Times - Ccmmentary Y. No. 4331

FROM THE DAIGEN-SHOGEN COLUMN (ACCIDENTAL SHCCTING TO DEATI CF AN OLD MAN)

It is a grand sight that in Japan at present everybody is going on a

hunting trip with & shot gun on his shoulder, but it is reported that the

number of accidents is also on the increase, Hunting with a gun is & sport

and is helpful in the extermination of harmful birds and animals, but there

is a condition~--and that condition is thal he be a goocd marksman and not

cause accidents.

If one sticks to hunters' regulations, hammless birds and animals cannot

be shot at and one will never cause eny trouble to others, and that is the

promise,

The case of an old man who got shot to death by an Amevrican hunter was

an accident. It was so decided after a joint Ryukyuan-American inspection

of the scene of the acgideht, and it is known that the man was shot acciden-

tally, but somehow the problem still remains., Why? It is so because the

precious life of a man'was lést. Even in accidents moral responsibility can-

not be erased. And it is doubtful whether the man who caused the accident

knew hunting regulations. A hunter must make a distinction even in shooting

' birds, for there are beneficial birds and harmful birds, and it is in the law.

This makes it necessary for the hunter to know what he is shooting at. It

may not be an exaggeration to state that a man who does not know this rule

' } is not qualified to handle a gun. It may be that_because the American hunters

do not abide by this rule, another Amerdcan hunter shot a woman to death




last year. By comparison, Ckinawan hunters are behaving better; for, even

though an accidental explosion wounded a hunting partner in one case, no

one was ever shot to death by them. That may be so because hunters themselves
are very careful and abide by the »ules by organizing a hunters! association.
Good marksmanship and good sense are essential in the prevention of accidents.
It is desirable to revise the law that requires the American hunters tc get

a hunting license and register the gun. Because guns are handled in a small
area, it would be best for American hunters to becomeff members of the hunters!

association,
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Statement of Facts: Mr. Kame Onine was shot and killed by shotgun pellets
fired by SSgt Obermeier, 623ACZW SQ at Kiyan, Okinawa, cn 9 Dec 60. Sgt
Obermeier accompanied by A2C McDowell, Yuriko McDowell and Funiko Zakimi

were hunting birds in the Kiyan area. Along the beach area they fived at
several birds of which Airman McDowell succeeded in downing two over the
water, and while waiting for them to wash ashore Sgt Obermeier continued

down the beach and they became separated. As Sgt Obermeier continued down
the beach, he approached an area of heavy brush approx 8 to 12 feet high. He found
a path through the area and proceeded approx 20 yards into the brush. While
in the brush, he heard a movement but could not identify the source of the
noise, nor did he see any people in the area, and he assumed that the move-
ment was birds or other small game, He yelled: "Hai, ano nel Ni-san,
boy~-sani" but received no response, so he then fired into the bwush to flush
any birds in the area. He immediately heard a groan and ran to investigate.
He found Mr. Omine in the thicket, wounded. Mr. Omine was pronounced dead

by Mr., Masayoshio Machara, who is licensed to operate a medical clinic but is
not a medical doctor,.

(MINE, KAME PMRS.
204 Banchi, Aza Kiyan, Miwa-Scn, Okinawa

1150 hrs, 9 Dec 60 Maebaru Section of Kiyan Village, Okinawa. R. I,

Date Claim Presented: Amount Claimed:
7 March 1961 %8,000,00




CFIFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS
U.5. Civil Administration of Ryukyu Islands
Draft Press Translation
Tuesday, 8 November 1960

The Ckinawa Times - News Article (T) No. 3945

A MAN INJURED WHEN FKISTAKENLY
DURING HUNTING LIR—TRf”'PCDT"J FRCY
YARYANA

KANO Takashi (2] years old), resident of 3 banchi, Higawa, Naha
City, received 30 pdllets in both legs as he was shot by mistake by his
friend, MCRITA 3higeéku (resident of Aze Okawa, Ishigaki City) during
wild duvk hunting on Kobama Island, Takctun1~Cno, facysma, at arocund
7 a.m, on the 7th,

KANG was immediately rushed tc Ishigaki by boat, but the doctor
there was not able to sxtract the bullets from his woundb. 50 a request
was made to USCAR, through the Yaeyama HICCHM Representativet!s QOffice,
for the dispatch of a military plane to fly nim to Naha. The U.S.
military authorities immediately complied with the request, and the
inilitary glane carried him tc Nzha, where he was rushed Lo the Naha
I ospital a little before 4 p.m., and the bullets weras successfully

extracted shortly after 7 p.m.

According to KaNC, he and MCRITA went wild duck hunting along a
river., As he was moving forward, hiding behind mangrove trees, his
hunting friend, MCRITA, mistook him for wild ducks and shot at him,

(Similar articles in Rukyu Shimpo and Ckinawa Nichinichi Shimbun)
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OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS :
: U.S. Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands

a Draft Press Translation

: Sunday, 11 December 1960

The Ryukyu Shimpo - Editorial (F) . No. 4330

PREVENTION OF OCCURRENCE OF THIRD INCIDENT DESIRED

An incident took place in Miwa-son in which an Okinawan working in a
bush of pandanus was mistaken for a little bird and shot to death by a young
American‘Air force sergeant. This was not the first incident to take place
in Okinawa. A similar incident took place at a firing range in Kin-son in
which an Ukinawan wonan farmer was mistaken for a wild boar and shot to
death, This was the second incident of this nature to take piacé here.

As things stand now, it is likely that a similar incident will happen in

the future. Shooting at one by mistaking him for something else is very

vague, and this is a complete accident and camnot be blamed, But it is
quite undesirable that peoble are Ildlled so simply,
A hunting gun being a weapon, poséession of such requires police

permission, and hunting areas are so designated; therefore, such an inci-

g : dent can hardly be expected, but no one can predict when én'accidqnt will

| happen. Hunters are required to understand that hﬁnting areas in Okinawa,

excluding the mountainous northern district of ihe island, are residential
areas, and damage by careless firing wiil be inflicted upon neighboring
inhabitants, Hunteré"associations are required to give a warning to their
members in this regard. .Okinawan hunters are:required to keep contact with
American hunters and give them fuli explanations of the séecial éOndiﬁions
of hunting areas in Okinawa: A hunter who mistakes a human for a small

bird is not a competent hunter., Poor farmers are always the victims of




such incidents, There are problems to be settled in this regard. It is

hoped that such an incident will never again happen, Authorities are

required to give full thought in this regard.
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: investigaﬁion of the scene whereithe incident took place from 4:30 p.m. as

‘the shooting distance was 14 meters (about 46 feet), as a result of studying

‘bullet marks, and it was decided that they will make another on-the-spot

OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFIFAIRS

U.S. Civil Administration of Ryukyu kslands
Draft Press Translation
Teusday, 15 Lecember 1960

The Okinawa Times - News Article (7)

FARMER SHCUTING CASE COUNTLER-MEASURE
COMYITTHEL FORMED . :

Attaching importance to the recent farmer shooting incident which

occurred on the 9th at Aza-Kyan, Miwa-Son, representatives of 16 organiza-

tions, such as the Okinawa Youth Council, Okinawa Teachers Association,

Government Lmployees Unions Federation and others, met at the Ukinawa

Kaikan (hall) from 3 p.m. on the 12th and formed the "liwa Son Farmer

Shooting Case Counter-measure Committee,!.

The main points discussed in the above meeting were as follows:

1) The attitude of police authorities which judged that the shooting~

was accidental even before an autopsy was conducted was indicative of

carelessness on the part of police authorities} so it was decided to make

a proposal to the police authorities not to assume such a careless atti-

tude, hereafter,

21 The'recent~incident is a manifestation of contempt toward human

life; so it was decided to appeal to authorities concerned to mete out

severe punishmeﬁt>to the assailant.

Following the above mééting, the group conducted'an on-the-spot

a result, the group noted suspiciousnéss in the police announcement that
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Press Translation
OFFICE OF INFORMATION
Hq 313th Air Division

APO 239

16 CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS TO FORM .
COUNTER-MEASURE COMMITTEE FOR SHOOTING INCIDENT

(The Okinawa Times, 13 Dec. 1960)

Attaching importance to the incident in which a farmer was shot to
death on December 92 in Kyan village, Miwa-son, sixteen civic organizations,
including the Okinawa Youth Association, Okinawa Teachers Association,
Governmment Employees Unions Federation, and Municipal Worlkers' Union,
held a conference at 3 p.m., Dec. 12 at the Okinawa Kaiken (hall) and
formed a "counter-measwre committee for the shooting to death of a farmer
at Miwa-son."

The main subjects discussed a’c the conference were: (1) The civilian
police concluded the shooting occurred accidentally before the autopsy was
held on the body; however, we felt that they acted too hastily toward the
incident. We hereby protest that such rashness should not be repeated in
the future. (2) What the incident means is that a man's life is taken
lightly; therefore, we appeal that the offender should be punished severely
by those authorities concerned.

After the conference they conducted an investigation at the scene of
the incident; then decided to investigate again on the 15th, for there is
a doubtful po:mt as to the distance of l4-meters reported by military
and civilian investigators. Depending on the fresult of their invegtiga-
tion, they will lodge a strong protest with the U.S. military and at the

same time will work toward the promotion of compensation matiers.



OMFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFALIS
V.5, Civil Administration of the iyukyu lslands
Draft Press Translation
Tuesaay, 15 December 1360
The dyukyu Shimpo - Hews Article (N)

REVERSION COUNCIL PROUTESTS AGAINST
ACCIDBNTAL SHOOTING OF IFARMER

The Reversion Council executive department issued on 12 December a state-
rent of protest sgainst the accident in which an old farmer was fatally injured
by an American hunter, The statement said;

"A similar accident took place last year in which a woman was mistaken
for a wild boar and killed by a gun fired by an American serviceman., There is
no knowing who will be the victim next year., Under such circumstances,
Urinawan inhabitants, including farmers, cannot work with ease of mind. Ve
doubt the sincerity of the American serviceman's hasty action in firing on
the old farmer,

It is requested 1) that the U.0. wdlitary pay complete compensation for
the victim as soon as possible; 2) that strict punishment be meted out to the
serviceman who shot and killed the farmer; %) that police authority exercise
strict control over hunters; 4) that American hunters do not cause damages to

crops,"




CFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAINS

Ue 3. Civil Administration of the Ryuky# Islands
Draft Press Translation
Tuesday, 13 December 1960

The Ryukyu Shimpo (evening edition) - news article (Y.) No. 4361

"] WOULD LIKE TO ﬂECONSIDER THE HUNTING REGULATIONS" SAYS THE CIVIL ADMINISTRATOR

-Civil Administrator Ondrick, at the press conference held at the USCAR
conference room on the 12th in the afternoon, sbated, in connection with the
shooting to death of an old Okinawan fammer by an American sewviceman on the
9th in the southern district, that he would like to reconsider the existing
hunting regulations. Then, in answer to the guestions of the news reporters,
he said, (1) "We are waiting for instructions in connection with the dollar
saving policy, and the only thing I know is the report that it will come
around the 15th of this month., (2) Emigration to the South Sea'Islands_is
problematical. (3) I authorized postponement of submission cf the veport on
the survey of Iriomote Island by the Stanford Research Institute on request.
(4) The wages of military workers are under consideration in Washington.

I express my condolence from the bottum of my heart to the bereayed
family, and I am also sorry for the sevviceman. The incident is under inves-
tigation; and in this connection I believe that something must be done with the
existing hunting regulations either by forbidding hunting in a densely popu-
lated area or by establishing a time limit. And I am hoping to cbllect‘vele—
vant data and send them to the High Commissioner so that he may notify each unit.

USCAR began considering counter-imeasures as soon as the dollar saving
policy was aqnounced, but we are not yet ready to announce it. We formed a
comnittee for working out policies who are listening to the voicg of the

people. According to the report of the news service, the Gates instructions

will be issued around the 15th of this month., Both the High Commissioner and
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USCAR are hoping for exclusion of Okinawa fran the application of the dollar
saving policy, because of its probable economic effect on the Ryukyuan economy.
What is to be done with the concrete policy of each branch of the sewice
belongs to the responsibility of the High Commissioner,

The South Sea Islands hafe nc economic rocm for those who would emigrate
to them, and I question the wisdom of emigrating to any place that has no
economic possibilities, There are vast undeveloped areas in Brazil and Bolivia,
and I think it is best to emigrate to those countries,

The Iriomote Survey Team of the Stanford Research Institute requested that
its time limit be extended; for they want to compare their report with that of
the Japan survey team, and I granted the request. It takes one year more to
canplete the development plan of Iviamote, and I think that it is only after
completion of the plan that the method may be worked out. When the development
work begins, I would like to raise funds by every means and construct a cross-
country rcad and an island-circling road with a special grant, so that around
1975 to 1980 Iriomote may have a population of 30,000,

The wages of Okinawans employed by the military are under consideration
by the Wage Board in Washington,

USCAR had its hands in this business for a long time. It was all wight
that way until seven years ago. But now USCAR may not be necessary any longer.

The date for the budding is not yet clear, but it is the pclicy of the

government to withdeaw from business gradually.
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OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS
U.Se Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands
Draft Press Translation
Wednesday, 14 December 1960
'_I‘ll:e_ Okinawa Times -~ News Article No. 4368
OLDP TO REQUEST ANNOUNCEMENT OF RESULTS OF
INVESTIGATION ON FARMER SHOOTING CASB

The Liberal Democratic Party on the 13th held a general meeting of
Legislators and heard the investigation report of legislator URHARA con=-
cerning the recent fawvmer shooting incident at.- Miwa-Son and discussed the
counter-measure to the incident.

As a result, the OLDP confirmed the fact that the recent incident was
caused by impemmissible carelessness on the part of the American hunter and
decided to (1) request an announcement of results of the investigation of the
recent shooﬁing incident at Miwa-Son, (2) make representations, so that such
an incident will never be allowed to recur, (3) make a strong proposal for
removal of fear on the part of the inhabitants who are terror-stricken by the
recent careless shooting by an American hunter to authorities concemed,

Statement of Secretary-General SHINZATO Seitoku of OLDP:

"Quy party immediately dispatched Legislator UEHARA Juzo (Miwa-Son
belongs to his constituency) to Miwa-Son and had him investigate and make
condolence in connection with the recent farmer shooting inéident by an
American hunter., According to the data we obtained on the case; we came to
the conclusion that this extremely unfortunate incident was caused by imper—-
missible carelessness on the part of the American hunter. So our party has
decided on a policy of requesting the American and Ryukyuan police authorities
to -announce the results of their investigation of this fatal shooting case

and make representations, on the basis of such results, 8o that such an




incident will never be allowed to recur. According to our investigation,
the hunting by the American hunter in question seems to have been conducted
very carelessly, and the local inhabitants are terror-stricken at the possi-

bility of recurrence of a similar incident. We have decided also to make a

strong proposal, so that such fear will be removed." (Similar article in

the Ryulgyu Shimpo)
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OrFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS
UeS. Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands
Draft Press Translation
Thursday, 15 December 1960
The Olcinawa Times - llews Article (T)

'PACT DIFFERS FrROM MILITARY ANNOUNCEMEhT' SAYS
COUNTER-MsASURE COMMITTEN

Eight representatives, such_as Messrs. NIYARA Kansai, FURUGEN Jikldchi,
KAMEKO Kokichi and FUKUJI Kosho, .of the ldwa-Son Farmer rfatal Shooting Inci-~
dent Counter-measure Comndttee called on the bercaved family of the victim
at ldwa Son at 3:50 p.m, on 1l4th and presen£ed %R0 as condolence money and
then conducted their second on-the-spot investigation of‘the scene of the
incident,

The Counter-measure Cormitteée membqrs took with them a professional
hunter in the day's investigation and had him investigate from a professional
étandpoint the position from where the firing of the gun occurredvas well as
the angle of firing, etc., Representatives of the investigation group pointed
out that there were many points that contradicted with the military announce-
ment and said it wés unthinkable that "the shobting was made by accident if
one aciually inspected the site of.the incident."

The Counter-measure Committee is expected to draft a written protest,
on the basis of the gindings of the day's investigation and present it to
Civil Adminigtrator John G, ONDRICK in an interview with the latter slated
for the 16th and make a strong protest and request complete bayment‘of‘com—
~ pensation to'the bereaved family, meting out severe punishment to the
assailant, designation of a no hunting district in residential quarters,
elevation of standards in issuing hunting 1icenées, as well as prevention

of recurrence of a similar incident,




The -Counter-measure Committec also intends to make a strong protest to

the police authorities for amouncing that "the incident was caused by

accident" right after the incident.
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OFFICE CF PUBLIC AFFAIRS
U, 3. Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands
Draft Press Translation
Saturday, 17 December 1950
The Okinawa Times - News Article (N.) Nos 4411

HICCM OnDERS REVIEW OF LOCAL HUNTING BY U.S. FORCES PERSONNEL

According to a USCAR spokesman, High Cummissioner Donald P. Booth has
taken action to set up a speciel committee to review U.S. military personnel's
regulations conceming huniting in the Ryukyu Islands and will name the com-
mittee members on 16 December.

Acting in his capacity as representative of the Commander-in-Chief,
Pacific, General Donald P. Bocth will direct the committee, which will be
composed of representatives of the Amy, Air Force, Marines, Navy, and USCAR,
to invite Ryukyuan and American hunting experts to appear before it to provide
information and advice on adequate revision of local hunting regulations
and to conduct discussions according to requirements, so as to prevent hunting
accidents, such as the one which occurred on 9 December at Kyan Misaki.

According to the U.S. Forces Joint Circular on Hunting Regulations
issued in October 1958, all American hunters are reguired to abide by Govern-
ment of the Ryukyu Islands' hunting regulations, in Act anber 80. The
circular, signed and approved by representatives of the Awmy, Marines, Air
FOY‘CB,V and Navy, also stipulates that the nowmal hunting season is from 15
Cctober to 31 March,

As of today, 533 Americans have received hunting licenses for the

current hunting season,
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OFFICE CF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Us S. Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands
Draft Press Translaticn
Tuesday; 20 Dacember 1960

The Okinawa Times - News Avticle (Y.) No. L4465

PREVENTTION OF ACCIDENTS IN HUNTING

The Hunting Problem Committee (Chairman: Colonel John Beall), which was
established especially as a consultation organ of High Commissionev Booth, on
16 December held its fiwst meeting at 2:30 p.a. at the USCAN conference voom,
Thé purpose of this committee is to consider the revision of hunting »esgulations
and other measures, sc as to prevent accidental shootings duvring the hunting sea-
son, as a result of the shooting to death of an old Okinawan farmer by an
American serviceman that took place at the Kyan pvomontory.in Miwa-Son. The
first meeting was attended by all members including the chaiyman, who listened
to the suggestions of representatives of the Okinawa Hunters! Association and
representatives of the police, |

The members of the committee mainly asked what improvement should be made
in the system for issuing a person a hunting license, and what the pesople
think of the hunting. Mr. UECHI, Kazufumi, representing the Okinawa Huntewrs!
Association, answered: (1) It is essential for those who get a hunting license
to go through a training course given by theHlnters! Association, and when it
concerns American serviceman, they should get in touch with the Hunters! Asso-
ciation and be prepared for safe hunting. (2) Pamphlets should be prepared
and distwibuted with the description of habits of birds and animals that can
be hunted in Okinawa without regard to nationality. (3) Since hunting

accidents are mostly caused by beginners, such hunters should be accompanied

by a professional guide, and the committee accepted this proposal, This
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committee will hold mowe meetings, and when they have collechtad enough data,

Zestion and especially recommend

&

they will offer the High Conmissioner a sug

revision of the hunting regulations for the servicemen,




OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS
UsSe Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands
Fraft Press Translation
Sunday, 5 March 1961
The Okinawa Times - News Article (T) No. 782
COMPENSATION OF $8,000 CLAIMED FOR A
FARMER SHOT DEAD AT MIWA SON

Mrs. OMINE Kame (74 years old) on March lst claimed payment of 38,000
as compensation for her late husband who was shot to death by an American
seyviceman on Decembevr 9, 1960, at a beach in Miwa-Son, when he was mistaken
for a bird. The claim was submitted to U.S. military authorities through
USCAR.,

Mr. OMINE Kame (73 years old), a resident of 204 banchi, Aza-Kyan, Miwa-
Son, was engaged in collecting the aerial roots of pandanus trees in the
dense bushes along the beach in Miwa-Son at about 11:30 a.m., December 9th,
when he was mistaken for a bird and shot to death by Staff Sergeant Raymond
OBERMEIER, who was hunting in the neighborhood.

Mrs, V(MINE took the necessary procedures for claiming compensation under
the guidance of the Legal Affaj.rs Department}y GRI, and submitted the neces-
sary papers to the Legal Affairs Department on February 8th. The Legal
Affairs Department on March lst transmitted these papers to USCAR.

The $8,000 compensation claimed by Mrs. QMINE consists of 47,400 for
damage to a human being (computed by the Hoffman formula to include both

consolation money and compensation for the bereaved family) and $600 for

funeral and other expenses,
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Press Translation
OFFICE OF INFORMATION
Hgq 313th Air Division

APO 239

FRAGMENT FALLS AND KILLS PIG IN MOTOBU-CHO
JET FEARED TO HAVE CRASHED

(The Okinawa Times, 16 December 1960)

A fragment supposedly belong to jet aircraft fell on the pig-pen

owned by Saei Ameku, 45, of 591, Bise, Motobu at about 1:25 p.m.,
Dec. 15 and killed a 180 1b. pig and dsestro;yagl the pen. The accident
is being investigated by the Toguchi Police. The fragments are about
6 feet long and 2 inches wide and fell at four places in Bise Village.
No one was inju;'ed.

According to an eyewitness, what seemsd to be the fuselage of a
plane fell in the direction of Minna-Jima. It appeared that a jet plane
crashed,

A FUEL TANK FELL, %
SAYS THE AIR FORCE SPOKESMAN

A Kadena Air Base spokesman said that as Lt. D. D, Totter (phonetic
translation) encountered some trouble in his plane while flying over the
Motobu Peninsula, he dropped @ fuel tank over the East China Sea.
Hauever;. due to the direction of the wind, it blew toward Motobu and fell.
There were no other damages. J. H. DeRussy, Vice Commander, 313th Air

Division, immediately flew to the scene.of the accident for an inveasti-~

gation, The plans returned safely to Kadena Air Base.
(Similar article in the Ryukyu Shimpo)




UG U PUBLIC APFALIRS

Ueoe Livil Administration of the yukyu Islends
uraft rress Translation
Friday, 16 iuecember 1960

The Okinawa fimes - wews article
A PRAGIGIT 01" A JuT PLANG DRUPS UN A EIGSTY, KILLS A PIG
Around 3:28& p.m, a fragment, apparently of a jet plane, dropped on the
pigsty of hir, Saei Ameku of No. 591, Aza iiise, liotobu-cho, killing a pig
weighing some 130 kin(175 Lbs,) and the pigsty collapsed. The Toguchi
police station is investigating the.details but the fragment iﬂ question is
about é feet long and about 2 inches wide, 1t appears that fragnents
dropped iﬁ 4 places in Bise village, but no other damage was reported.
According to the account of an eye-witness, a jet plane hull-like
object fell in the direction of Minna Island in rotation and the people

believe that it was caused by a jet plane accident,

According to the statement of the spokesman of the Kadena Air Force,

it was caused when Lt. Donald L. Totten, the pilot, jettisoned his outer
gear over the Hast China sea in order to avoid an aircraft accident.

Col, John H, deRussy, Vice Commander of the 313th Aif Division, flew
immediately to the scene of the aécidenﬁ to investigate the‘matter. The

jet plane that developed engine trouble returned to the air basevsafely.,




OFFICE OF PUBLIC ASFALRS

.5, Civil adwministration of the iHyukyu Islands
raft Fress Translation
Monday, 28 August 1961

The yukyu shimpo - tews Article
RADIC-CONTHOLL D fLAHQ CHASHAS INTO VILLAGH
{Kawimotobu) 4round 11 a.m., 27 auwpust, U.3, wmilitary radio-
controlled plane crashed on & rcad in front of the civic hall of the

village of Yamapawa in ramirotobu-son, injuring a G5-year-old wman,
TOYisih Seisei -{1018-banchi, iza Yamaéawa, “amimotobu-3on), on the
legs and the left shoulder. TOYANMA was immediaiely rushed to the
U.S; srmy Hospital in Camp i{ue by a military helicopter.

The pilotless piahe is used as a .target during air maneuvers.
CUn that day, several imerican servicemen in a airfield southeast of
the village were piloting the plane by radio. It is considered that
the crash was caused by trouble of a generator. According td eye—
‘witnesses, the plane was flying over the village from around 10:30
Aulie s and after circling over the village tqice, the.noise of the
plane stopped suddenly and the plane crashed into a fars at the edge
of the'village, completely uprooting cycad trees within a radius of
g to 3 square»metefs.l lloreover, the body of the plane flew tﬁfough‘
the air andvlanded near the civic hall about 100 meters (328 feei)
aﬁay, injuring TOYAEA who was on his way to a store to buyrfertilizgr.

Splinters of the plane which scattered all over the village were

removed immediateiy by the military. Gycad plants and trees on the

spot were destroyed completely by the splinters of the plane. If




lous matie

children had been playing nearby, it would he

S

the villagers said, 1in order to prevent the repetition ol such an

incident, the villagers are appealing that such dangerous mancuvers

be conducted over the sea or on an uninhabited island.

5

{Similar Article in the Okinawa Times)
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0#PICH OF PURLIC A¢WAIRS
U.5. Civil Administration of the fyukyu lIslands
Oraft rfress Iranslation
fuesday, 29 sugust 1361
The Ryukyu shimpo ~ kews Article

WILL NOT LY KADIL CONTROLLED PLAN& IN THE FOTURE,
3AYS U.S. MILITARY

(Kamimotobu) 4 radio~-controlled plane crashed into the village
of Yamagawa in Kamimotobu-Son during maneuver in an airfield near the
village. G#Horeover, the local inhabitants became very angry when it
was learnt that maneuvers with the use of a radio-controlled plane
was being conducted since R0 sugust without notification to tpe police
or the village ofrlice.

It is.said that a radio-controlled plane also crashed into the
sea during mancuvers on the 20th. Unable to put‘up with thé injury
of 65~year—old TOYAMA Seisei, Mayor YOHEHA of Kamimotobu—Son and
others village leaders met the pefrson in charge of the'éirfield on the
afternoon of the R7th and requested that dangerous waneuvers in the
vicinity of houses be suspended. In respone, the latter replied,
"All maneuvers of this nature will not be conducted in Kamimotobu-Son
in the future." In the past, parachuting and camping were the major
maneuvers conducted in the airfield, but since last week, radio-
controlled target suddenly began to be used during‘maneuvers.
However, the local people feit relie&ed upon receipt of the reply of
the military, :

Deputy Mayor TAKARA of ﬁamimotobu-bon stated, "It is an established
rule to notify all villagers beforhand through police and village offices

whepever dangerous maneuvers are to be_conducted,-but the military




failed to do this. Lf the crash had caused any death, it would have
been a very serious matter. - rortunately, the military is of the

intention not to conduct maneuvers in our wmunicipality in the iuture,

although there is no knowing where the military will conduct such

maneuvers from now on."

(3imilar Article in the Okinawa Times)




OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS
UNITED STATES CIVIL ADMINISTRATION
OF THE RYUKYU ISLANDS
Wednesday, 24 Oct. 1962

The Okinawa Times - News Article

OKINAWAN FARMER SEEKS ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION FOR BODILY INJURY

An old Okinawan farmer who was injured by a U.S. military plane a
year ago, is claiming that he should be compensated further. TOYAMA
Kuyomasa (66) of Kamimotobu Son, sustained a serious injury on August
R7 last year when he was hit by a crashing U.S. military radio-controlled
plane. He received a month's treatment at the Army Hospital and was
treated further at the Nago Hospital. However, he failed to recover
completely and he is disabled completely in his right shoulder. He made
a claim of some $#10,800, estimated on average monthly earning of §60.00,
in anticipation he will live to be 80 years old. The'military only paid
him $490.82 in compensation which he accepted out of necessity. A month
later, he received an additional $100 from the ﬁilitary. Dissatisfied,
he claimed further compensation in September, but no reply has been

received from the military TOYAMA says he is already $1,000 in debt for

treatment alone.
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TO:
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HEADQUARTERS
6313TH AIR BASE WING (PACAF)
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
APO 239, San Francisco, California

oc 21 JAN 1560

Survey of Ie Shima Bomb Range

63130PRON

The attached survey of Ie Shima Bombing Range is furnished for
your infommation. Request you take follow-up action on the
items indicated in paragraph 10--'"corrective measures recom-
mended, "

FCR THE COMMANDER:

ARLAND STANTON
Lt. Colonel, USAF
Director of Operations




“i%

/ //
Iy

DISPCSITION FORM

Survey of Ie Shima Bomb Range
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1. A survey of the Ie Shima Boumb Range was made on 16 December 1959
and the following comments and specific incidents are brought to your
attention,

2. The range is used from 0700 - 1530 hours daily, Monday thru Friday.
The three (3) control towers display red and white flags to indicate

the range in operation or closed. The range is posted with "Restricted
Area" signs; however most.of the signs have been stolsn or blown down

by typhoons. The range has three (3) skip bomb targets, a dive bomb
target, a labs bomb target, and twe (2) strafe targets. When the range
is closed, the. scrap metal collectors are allowed on the range. When
the range is open, the metal collectors ignore the signs and flags and
collect scrap metal between each bamb pass with complete disregard for
their own safety. This has been witnessed numerous times by the Civilian
Guard NCCIC and range personnel in the control towers, Occasionally,

an attempt is made to apprehend them while the aircraft make fake passes
and each time they escape over the cliffs near the water. On one
occasion it was thought that a metal collector had been hit by a strafing
aircraft, The firing was stopped and an attempt was made to locate the
victims A trail of blood was followed to the cliffs, but né one was found.

3. On 8 September 1959, two (2) fifty-five (55) gallon cil drums and
one (1) fifty-five (55) gallon gasoline drum were stolen from the main
control tower; also the storage quonset was broken into and numerous
tools were taken. This occurred after the guards were relieved due to
high winds during Condition #1 of Typhoon "Sarah".

4. During the month of November 1959, on different dates, approximately
10,500 feet of telsphone (field) line was cut and stolen from between
the towers. A few days later a local telephone company was observed
stringing wire. The wire was identical with the missing wire. A ssmple
was taken to the Civil Police who questioned the owner, who stated that
the wire had been purchased on Okinawa.

5. On 9 December 1959, three {3) strafe target cloths valued at $15,00
each were cut off the targets and stolen. The theft occurred while the
post was left unguarded during a period when thers were insufficient
guards to cover all posts,

6. Two (2) salvaged 6x6 trucks were put on the range for targets, The
next day everything had been stolen except the truck beds,.

7o There are two (2) Civil Policemen on the island, and each time a
theft occurs they are notified. However, they do not have a vehicle and
they appear to be unconcerned over the thefts., Consequently the military
on the island do not receive the co-operation that they should have in
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matters of this kinde

8. A meeting of the following personnel was held in October 1959
concerning safety and security on the range.

Col Stanton 6313th Air Bases Wing

Mr. Simmons Director of Public Safety USCAR

Mr. Shea USCAR Land Office

Major Bluhm 6313th Operations Squadron

Major Smith 6313th Operations Squadron

Capt McCluskey 313th Air Division

Major Ie Shima

Three (3) Members Motobu Police . Motobu District, Okinawa

Two (2) Civil Policemen Ie Shima

Ass't Police Chief Ckinawa

SSGT Phillips " NCOIC, Civilian Guard Section,
6313th Air Police Squadron

SSGT Thweat NCOIC, Bomb Range

At this meeting, the following suggestions were made and were to be
discussed further at the next meeting which was never held:

a, Give salvage rights to someone on the island for better control
of metal collectors.

b, Formm a CO-OP of the island residents to share the metal,
¢c. Fence the range or put it "Off Limits"
9. Civilian Guard Section. Guarding of the range is now being accomplished

by (1) NCOIC, an Ass't NCOIC, (1) Interpreter, and twelve (12) civilian
guards who man the following posts:

&, Main Control Tower, 24 hour post (Tower equipped with radio
equipment and storage quonset) '

b, Storage % quonset, 24 hour post {Contains tools and miscellaneous
material and equipment)

c. Strafe Targets, 16 hour post, 1630 - 0700 (Three (3) cloth-covered
6x12 timbers)

d. Conventional Dive Bomb Target, 16 hour post, 1630 - 0700 (Ons
salvaged ambulance, 200 rubber tires and numerous signs)

e. At the present time there is one civilian guard on leave and
three more ars awaiting leave. ;

{

10, The following corrective measures are recommended:

a. Move the storage quonset to the Main Control Tower, thus eliminating -
one (1) twenty-four (24) hours post. Post the range with bi-lingual signe in
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accordance with regulations. (Work orders have been submitted by the,
6313th Operations Squadron for construction of a new quonset and
"Restricted Area' signs. Work orders are pending approval),
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