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APPENDIX 1 

KEY PERSONNEL OF THE 313TH AIR DIVISION 

1 JULY - 31 DECEMBER 1963 

HEADQUAR'I'ERS, 313TH AIR DIVISION 

POSITION 

CommD. nd er 

Vice Commander 

Protocol Officer 

Aide de Cnmp 

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 

Major General Robert M. StilJman 
(1 July - 18 July) 

Major Genernl Albert P. Clark 
(18 July - 31 December) 

Vacant 
(1 July - 2 July) 

Colonel Jrunes W. Newsome 
(2 July - 31 December) 

Captain Marvin Rosenglick· 
(1 July - 16 September) 

Vrico.nt 
(16 September - 30 October) 

Second Ll.eutenant John F. Gee, III 
{30 October - 31 Oecanber) 

Cnptnin Crowford o._ Shockley 
(1 July - 11 July) 

Captain Marvin Rosenglick (Acting) 
(11 .July - 1 October) 

First. Lieutenant John M. Elle 
(1 Octobe_r - 31 December) 

Director of Acbninistrntive Services Lieut. CoL~nel Russell W. Betts, Jr. 
(1 July - 31 December) 
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Position 

JUDGE ADVOCATE SECTION 

Stnff Judge Advocate · 

OFFICE OF INFORMATION 

Infonnation Of fie er 

Deputy Infonnntion Officer 

Co!W\l!.nd Histo rinn 

OIC, Armed Forces lli.1.clio and 
Television Service, Okinawa 

OFFICE OF THE ASSIST.rl~T FOR SAFETY 

Sufety Officer 

Nuclear Sa.fety Officer 

Ground Safety Officer 

Name 

Lieut. Colonel Willirun H. Yntes 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel Merritt G. Garner 
{1 July - 31 December) 

Mr. Robert L. Lnnsche ( Civilian) 
(1 July - 31 December) 

* Mr. Wayne G. Peterson (Civiliun) 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel Henri L. Tnpie ~
( l July - 15 July) 

1H< Major Dnmon E . Eckles 
(15 July - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel Dennis J. Clark 
(1 July - 7 October) 

Major Earle T. Carothers, Jr. 
(7 October - 31 December) 

Cnptn.in Bruce E. Graham 
(1 July - 6 July) 

Vacant 
(6 July - 14 October) 

First Lieutenant Hugh E. Killin, Jr. 
(14 October - 31 December) 

~~ 

Captuin Karl J. Toth (Acting) 
(1 July - 15 July) 

*Assigned to the 6313th Air Base Wing effective 1 July 1963. 

iHt-Detilled from the 6313th Air Bl\Se Wing. MaJor Tnpie was promoted to the 
rank of lieutennnt colonel effective 15 July 1963. 

~*Additional duty. · Regular duty l>~sBi_gmentr Flying Safety Officer, 
6313th Air Bose Wing. 
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Position 

Ground Snfe t.y Officer 

Nrune 

Nr . ,fock W. Duns eith ( Civilin.n/
(15 July - 31 December) 

DIRECTORATE OF SECURITY AND LAW ENFORCEMENT 

Director of Security and L'.lw 
~nforcement 

OFFICE OF THE STAFF SURGEON 

Staff Surgeon -

OFFICE OF TI-fg STAFF CHAPLAIN 

Staff Chaplain 

OFFICE OF THE STAFF OOMPTROUER 

Staff Comptroller (Accounting and 
Finance Staff Officer) 

OPERATIONS DIRECTORATE 

Direct.or of Operations 

~ 
Lieut. Colonel Theodore J. Nevmrim 

( 1 July - 31 December) 

.;:,* 
Colonel Paul V. Davis 

(1 July - 31 December) 

~-!Hf----~ 
Lieut. Colonel Kenneth G. ·parks 

(1 July - 14- Dncember) 

¾-¾HH' Major Joe L. Horris ' ' 
(14 December - 31 December) 

Lieut o Colonel Nonnan W. Todd 
(1 July - 31 Decanber) 

Lieut. Colonel Richard S. Griffith (Actg.) 
(1 July - 30 July) 

Colonel Richaro. D. Goree 
(30 July - 31 December) 

* . Additional duty. Regular duty nssigr:ment: GroW1d Safety Office_r, 
6313th Air Bose · Wing. 

-JHt-Additional duty. neguk'lr duty n.saigrment: Director of Security and 
L-~w Enforcement, 6313th Air Base Wing. 
~ . 

Addi tionn.l. dl.lty. Regu.lJlr duty nosignment: Commander, 6332d USAF 
Diupensafy, nrd Director, Base Medicnl Service, Kndena Air Base. 

~Additional duty. Regulnr duty assignment: Bnse Chaplain, Kndena 
Air Base. 
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Position 

Assist~nt Director of Opertitio ns 

Chie f , Pl rms, Progrrnns, n.nd 
Re quirement s Division 

· Ch.:.. e f, Pluns Brnnch 

Chief, Progmrns c:~nd Requirements 
Branch 

Chief, Logistics Plan!'; Brnnch1
HH1-

Chief, Opemtions and 'r mining 
Divi!Jion 

Chief, Current Ope rat.ions Brv.nch 

/ 

Chief, 313th Air Division Air 
Operatfons Center 

* 

Na1ne 

Lieut . Colone l nichn. .1'.':l S . Griffith➔~ 
(1 J uly - 31 De cemb e1") 

'A* Li.cut . Colone l Colin ,J. Walke r 
(1 July - 19 July) 

~-
Li.8ut. . Colon el Gemld D. Fit.zge mld " 

(19 July .- 31 De cember) 

-;h"-
Lie ut. Colonel Ger-J.,ld D. Fit zgeml<l · 

(1 July - 19 July) 

Cn.ptQin Charle$ L. Kelly 
(19 July - 31 December) 

Vn.cn.nt_ 
(1 JuJ.y 2 September) 

Cn.ptain Jai'nes L. Thompson 
(2 S~ptember - 31 December) 

" Mnjor Robert J. Morris 
(1 July - 30 September) 

Lieut. Colonel Richnro s. Griffith 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Major &ymond A. Williruns 
(1 July - 22 July) 

Captain Robert E. Wenver 
(22 July - 9 October) 

Lieut. Colonel Jnmes C. Williams 
(9 October~ 31 December) 

Major John H. Bowers 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Additional duty. Regular duty assigranent: Chief, Operations and 
Training Divioion • 

. ~Promoted to rnnk of lieutenant colonel effective 15 July 1963. 

~his fw1ction was t~wferred to the Materiel Directorat e effective 
1 October 1963. 
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Posit.ion 

Pnsnive Defense Offic0r 

Chief, Special Operations 
Activities Division 

Chief, Int elligence Division 

Chief, Operations Intelligence 
Brancll 

Chief, Ma.npbwe r nnd Organization 
Divis ion 

Chief, Ka.denn Manpower Branch 

Chief, Nn.hn Mnnpowe r Brunch 

Organization and Management 
Engineering Officer 

YiATERmL DIRECTORATE 

Director of Materiel 

Chief, Supply and Services 
Division · 

~ 

· Ma jor Robert. W. HcGuire-11-
(l July - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colone l Erick O. Linden 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Cnptain Clark E. Williruns (Acting) 
(l ·July - 31 July) 

Lieut. Colonel John 1'. Whit e scarve r 
(31 July~ 31 December) 

Captain Clark E. Willin.rnD 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Cnptnin Romnd F. Cr:im (Acting ) 
(1 July - 15 July) 

Lieut. Colonel Darwin R. Addis 
(15 Ju.ly ~ 31 December) 

Second Lieutenant Hilton L. Hn.ine~
(1 July - 31 December) 

Captain Robbie V. Young 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Captain Rolnnd F. Crim 
(1 July - 9 September) 

Vacant 
(9 September - 16 September) 

Cnptain Marvin Rosenglick 
(16 September - 31 December) 

Colonel Mitchell A. Cobeaga 
(1 July - 31 Decernber) 

Lieut. Colonel George Edwnros 
(1 July - 27 November) 

Lieut. Colonel Iver c. Fitschon 
{Z7 November - 31 December) 

*Additional duty~ Regular dut y assigrments A~sistnnt Chief, 3]Jth Air · 
Division Operations Center. 



I 
i 

313th AD, 1963-II, Appendix l 

Position 

Chief, Supply and Seaweed B1~1ch 

Chief, Inter-Service Supply and 
Services Brnnch 

Air Force Represent.a.tive, Sub-Area 
Pet.roleum Office, Ryukyus (SAPOR), 
and POL Officer 

Chief, Maintenance Di vision 

~ Air Force Representative with the 
Ryukyu.a Exchange System 

Chief, Munitions Division 

Chief, Logistics Plana Divisionitff 

OFFICE OF CIVIL ENGINEERING 

Civil Engineering Officer 

*Detailed trom the 6313th Air Base Wing. 

1st Lieutenant Willard R~ · Chrnnbers 
(9 Septoomer - 31 December) 

CWO (w.:..3) Bryan R. Howerton 
(1 July - 11 Septooiber) 

Vacant 
(11 September - 31 December) 

* Captain Alvin G. Crawford 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Major Evan L. StoH 
(1 July - 22 July) 

Mn.jor William R. Catlin 
. (22 July - 31 December) 

~ 
Lieut. Colonel Dudley w. Hogon, Jr. 

(1 July - 1 Auguat) 

Vacant 
(1 July -· 7 October) 

Lieut. Colonel Hoyt A. Jolly, Jr. 
(7 October - 31 December) 

. ~ 

Major Robert J. Morrls . 
{l October - 31 D~cember) 

~ 
IJ.eut. Colonel Douglas c. Oldenshaw 
. (1 July - 3 August) 

ff.ff. 
Major Hark L. Nagel 

(3 August - 31 December) 

·~is · function was transferred t.o the Personnel Dil16otorate on l August 1963. 
...... . . 

The Iogietica Plane Diviaion was tnuusf erred fran the Operations 
f· Directorate ettectiTe l Ootober 1963 • 

....... Additional dut7. Regular dut7 auipents COIIIJJ'tn(\er, 6313th ·civil 
Engineering Squadron, and 6313th Air Bue Wing Director of Engineering. 
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Position 

Assiatant Civil Engi.neering Officer 

OFFICE OF PROCUREMENT 

Procurement Officer 

Deputy Procurement Officer 

PERSONNEL DIRECTORATE 

Director of Persormel 

Assistant Persormel Officer 

* Air Poree Representative with the 
~ Exchange System_ 

Nrune, 

Mr. Lloyd H. Hellmann (Civilian) 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Major~ J. Corp 
(1 July - 31 December) 

. CWO (W-2) Willie M. Johnson 
(1 July - 13 July) 

Vacant 
(13 July ·- 13 August) 

.Captnin John F. Thanason 
~ ( 13 August - 31 December) 

2d Lieutenant Charles F. Kelsch 
(l July - 6 October) 

Vacant . 
(6 October - 31 Oecanber) 

Lieut. Colonel Robert J. Thornton 
(1 July - 22 July) 

Vacant 
(22 J~ - 26 July) 

Colonel Dean B. Brown 
(26 July - 31 December) 

Vacant 
(l July - 30 August) 

Lieut. Colonel Albert E. Hughes 
(.30 August - 31 December) 

* Lieut. Colonel -Dudley w. Hogon, Jr. 
(l August - .31 December) 

..,.his function wu transferred tn:>m tQe Materiel Directorate to the Personnel 
Directorate ~n l A.uguat 1963 .-
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Position 

Civilian Personnel Officer * Mr. Louis w. Conroy, Jr. (Civilian) 
(1 July - 31 December) 

r ·. , 

DISTRWl' OFFICE 1/4:J, 1005TH SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS GROUP (IG) PACAf 

Commander, OSI District Office #43 Lieut. Colonel Jemes T. Emott 
(1 July - 19 Septooiber) 

Lieut. Colonel George E. Hewitt 
(19 September - 31 December) 

DETA<:m1ENT NO. 21 1045TH OPERATIONAL EVALUATION AND TRAINING GROUP 

Detachment No. 2 Commarxier Colonel Alpheua w. Blizzard 
(1 July - 31 December) 

KADENA AIR BASE SUBORDINATE UNIT COMMANDERS 

Position 

18th Tactical Fighter Wing Commander 

18th T~ctical Fighter Wing Deputy 
Wing Commander 

18th Tactical Fighter Wing Executive 
Officer 

18th Tactical Fighter Wing Director 
of Operations 

18th Tactical Fighter Wing Director 
of Mnteri_el 

12th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
Qoolmander 

44th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
Ccmnander 

~ 

Colonel George B. Simler 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Colonel Jones E. Bolt 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Major Thomas B. Huddleston, Jr. 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Colonel Floyd White 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Colonel John W. carpenter 
(l July - 31 Deeanber) 

Lieut. Colonel John C. Neill 
(l Jul.7 - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel Grant R. ·Smith 
(1 July - 31 Dectnber) 

* . Aseigned to the 6313th Air Base Wing. ~ officio 313th Ai_r ~vision 
Ci'rllian Peraormel Otficer. 
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Position 

67th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
Coounander 

15th Tactieru. Reconnaissance 
Squadron, Photo, Jet, Commander 

18th Field MaintenMce Squadron 
Commander 

18th Annament nnd Electronice 
Maintenance Squadron Commander 

18th Organizational Maintenance 
Squadron Commander 

49$th Tactical Missile Group 
(PACAF) COmmnnder 

498th TacUcal Missile Group 
(PACAF) Deputy C~nder 

498th Tactical Missile Group (PACAF) 
Executive Officer 

498th Missile Maintenance Squadron 
(PACAF) Commander 

873d Tactical. Missile Squadron 
(PACAF) Cc.xmnander 

874th Tactical Missile Squad:ron 
(PA.OAF) Cammanier 

Lieut. Colonel Gredy Mor.ris 
(1 Jul;r - 31 Decerrbar) 

Major Alexander P. Butterfi.eld 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel Billy B. Wilson 
· (1 July - 11 October) 

Lieut. Colonel Charles Lower 
(11 October - 31 December) 

Major James A. Hend 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel Marvin H. Ahrens 
(1 July - 21 October) 

Lieut-. Colonel We.lt.e1' A. Miller 
(21 October - 31 December) 

Colonel Warren E. Vinzant 
(1 Ju.lJ" - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel Malcolm A. McNall. 
(1 July - 12 Decanber) 

Vaeant 
·(12 December - 31 December) 

Major Nonnan C. Bausch * 
{l July - 31 December) 

Major Eugene F. Phillips 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel .Dudle:, A. Dilley 
( 1 July - 31 De Cfflber) · 

Major Raymond E. Geer 
(1 July - 16 November) 

Major Vincent J. Bruttome~so 
(16 November - 29 December) 

Lieut. Colonel Henry R. Tillie 
(29 December - 31 December) 

o *Additional duty. Reguiar duty- aaaigraents 498th 'l'actica.l Missile Group 
(PAOAF) Start Adldn1.8trat1ve Officer. 
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Position 

658th Tactical Hogpital Commi.mder 

6313th Air Base Wing Commander 

6313th Air Base Wing Deputy 
Commander 

6313th Air Base Wing Executive 
Officer r 

6313th Air Base Wing Director of 
Personnel 

6313th Air Bnae Wing Director of 
Services 

6313th Air Bnse Wing Director· or 
Operations 

6313th Air Baae Wing Director of 
Security and I.aw Enforcement 

6313th. Air Base Wing Director or 
Engineering 

6313th Materiel Squadron Commander 

6313th Support, Squadron Commsnder 

captain Dnvid P. Connolly 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Colonel John R. Roche 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Colonel Cornelius G. Brosnan 
(1 July - 31 December) 

* Lieut. Colonel Raymond S. Barnes 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel Walter C. Kurowski 
(1 July - 31 December) 

~ 
Lieut. Colonel William E. Pitcher 

(1 July - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel Thomas J. Williams 
(1 July - 31 December} 

. Lieut• Colonel Theodore c1. Nelfllom 
(1 July - 31 De.camber) 

Lieut. Colonel Douglas c. Oldershaw 
(1 July - 3 August) 

Major Mark L. Nagel 
(3 August - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel Donald R. Nimm · 
(1 Jul.y- - 5 July) 

Major Carlton D. Williama 
(5 July - 12 Au.gust) 

Major Vincent A. Bauroan 
(12 August - .31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel William E. Pitcher 
(1 July - 31 December) 

* Addi tioMl duty. Regular duty assigrnent; Chief of Acninistrative 
Servicee, 6313th Air Base. Wing. , 

Q 

*AdditioMl. duty~ Regular duty assigraents Commander, 6313th Support 
Squadron.-
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Position ~ 

6313th Air Police Squadron Commnnder Mnjor Charles N. Dungan 
(1 Jt.ll.y - l Dacooiber) 

6313th Civil Engineering Squodron 
Commander 

Captain Robert H. Brooke 
(1 December - 31 DecEmber) 

Lieut. Colonel D:>uglas c. Oldershaw 
(1 July - 3 August) 

Major Mark L. Nngel 
(3 August - 31 December) 

6332d USAF Dispensary Commander · Colonel Paul V. Davis 
· (1 July - 31 Dacember) 

· 6Jl3th Hendquarters Squl\dron · Major James c. Fournie 
Section Commander (1 July - 31 Deoomber) 

Detachment 4, let Medical Services Captain Richard c. Hausler 
Wing Coounamer (1 July - 28 August) 

15th Physiological Training Flight 
Comnander 

400th Munitions Maintenance 
Squadron (Theater) Comman:ler 

400th Munit.ions Maintenance 
Squadron (Theater) Deputy Commander 

418th Munitions ·Ma.1.ntennnce 
_Squadn:m Commander 

1962d Connunications Group (AFCS) 
COIIUDlUlder 

1962d Communications Group (AFCS)* 
Deputy Comm.,.nier 

Vacant 
(28 August - 6 October) 

Cnptain Lowell F. Peterson 
( 6 October - 31 December) 

Cnptain Frederick F. Thimm 
(1 Jul,- - 31 December) 

Ueut. Colonel-Anthon.y H. Richa.1':i, Jr. 
(l July - 31 December) 

Major James H. Bauer 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel George Wetzler, Jr. 
(l July - 31 DecEmber) 

Colonel James L. Caselli 
(1 July - 31 December). 

Lieut. Colonel Tilmon B. cantrell 
· (1 July • 31 December) 

*The p0dtion of Deputy ConunaMer, 1962d Communications Group (AFCS) 
was eatabliehed effective 1 July 196). 
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Position 

6922d Security Wing (USAFSS) 
COmmEu):}.e r 

ff 
6927th security Squadron (USA.FSS) 

conunarrler 

1505th Support Squadron (Trnnsport) 
Conm\l\rrler · 

11th Air Postal Squadron Commander 

Detachment 8, 1st Weather Wing 
Commonder 

Detnchment 2, 2S75th Ground 
Electronice Engineering Instill
ation Agency Squadron Commarrler 

6002d Sta.rrlardir.ation/Evaluntion 
Group Commander 

6002d Staooardization/Evaluation 
Group Deputy Commander 

· Detacbnocrt, 2, 315th Air, Division 

Colonel Donald A. Read 
(l July - 8 August) 

Colonel John R. Neal 
(8 August - 31 December) 

* Lieut. Colonel Robert G. sandetrom 
(1 July~ 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel George E. Bye 
(l Ju.ly - 31 December) 

Major Clifford L. Martin 
(1 July - 13 August) 

Major Milton s. Mitchell 
(l.3 August - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel Henry Bnldi 
(1 July - 10 October) 

Lieut. Uolonel Robert F. Durbin 
(lD October - 31 DeeEffllber) 

Captain Mardn o. Meadows 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Colonel Joel D. Thorvaldson 
(1 July - .31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel Milton E. Nelson 
(1 July - 3 Sept€11lber) 

Liout. Colonel Abner M. Aust? Jr. 
(3 Septanber - 31 DecooiberJ 

Major JSffleS H. Watkins 
(1 ~~ - 14 October) 

Major Charles o. Boyer, Jr. 
(14 October - 31 ne·cember) 

* Pwomoted to the rank of lieutenant colonel etf&cti"f'e 15 July 1963. 

ffThe l/J'Z7tll Radio Squadmn Mobile (USAFSS) at Onna Point, Okinawa, was 
redeaignated as tho 6927th securit7 Squad11>n {USAFSS) effective l July · 
1963, per USAFSS 80 GB-5, dtd. 26 March 1963, 



313th AD, 1963-II, Appendix l 

Position 

Detachment 12, 4440th Aircro.ft 
Delivery Group Commander 

· Deto.chment 2 1 Headquarters, 3d Air 
Division {SAC) Commnnder 

Major David G. Fisher 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel Edward E. Sandin 
(1 July - 31 December) 

NAHA AIR BASE SUBORDINATE UNIT COMMANDERS 

Position · 

51st Fighter Interceptor Wing 
Commander 

51st ·Figtiter Interceptor Wing 
Deputy Commander for Operations 

51st Fighter Interceptor Wing 
Deputy Commander for Materiel 

51st Fighter Interceptor Wing 
Administrative Staff Officer 

Chief, ·Combat Operations Di.vision, 
51st Fighter Interceptor Wing 

16th Fighter Interceptor Squadn,n 
Commander · 

51st Field Maintenance Squadron 
Commander 

51st Organ.bational Maintenance 
Squadn>n Ca:llnand•r 

~ 

Colonel Lester C. Hess 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Lie_ut.. Colonel Craig H. Fairburn 
(1 July - 29 July) 

Lieut. Colonel Cecil v. Steed (acting) 
(29 July - 13 August) 

* Colonel Lloyd R. Larson 
(13 August - 31 December) 

Colonel Ralphs. Fuhnneiater, Jr. 
(1 July - 29 July) 

Colonel David M. Taylor 
(29 July - 31. DecEIIlber) 

Major lllo A. Sussman 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel Cecil V. Steed 
(1 July~ 31 December) 

. Major Ethan A. Grant 
(1 July - 6 July) 

Lieut. Colonel Ge.met D. Page 
( 6 July - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel Ehler H. Jose, Jr. 
(1 July' - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel Hubert K. Drube 
(l July - 29 October) 

Major Ev.Mt P. MutJSellaan 
(29 October - 31 December) 

· *Mditional dut1 u Qoaander, 51st Air Baae Group tn)II. 16 Deca))er to 
31 Deoeiob•r 1963. · _ 
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Position 

51st Annament and Electronics 
Maintenance Squadron Comm.nnder 

623d Aircraft Control nnd Warning 
Squadron Commarrler 

6351st USAF Dispensary Comm.nnder 

51st A.ir Bn.se Group C.Ommander 

Special Assistant to the 51st Air 
Base Gn,up Commander 

51st Air Base Group Executive Officer 

51st Air Base Group Director or 
Personnel 

51st Air Base Group Director of 
Security and Law Enforcement 

51st Support Squadron Commander 

Lieut. Colonel Ernest s. McDonald 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel Roland L. Wolfe 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel Jerrold L. Whenton·* 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Colonel Edwin R. Bane 
(1 July - 16 December) 

ff 
Colonel Lloyd R. L9.rson . 

(16 December - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel Jesse w. S:iJnpson 
(1 July - 3 July) 

Va.cant 
(3 July - 31 Decanber) 

Lieut. Colonel Robert E. Woody 
(l July - 31 July) 

Lieut. Colonel Harold A. Wicklund 
(31 July - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel Harris L. Jenson 
{l July - 31 DecEmber) 

Lieut. Colonel John A. Webster 
(1 July - ll August) 

Vacant 
(ll August - 16 August) 

Major Frank J. Rallller 
(16 August - 31 December) -

Lieut. Colonel Sam L. Almon 
(1 July - 8 July) 

Lieut. Colonel James v; Merritt 
(8 Jul.;, - 3 October) 

* . Additional dut7 M Di:,recrtor, Base Medical Serrlce, Naha Air Baee. 

•Ad.ditional dut;r. Regul.o.r duty aasigbllents Deput.7 Colaand.er tor Oper
ations, 51st Figjlter +nt,erceptor Wing. 
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Position 

51st Support Squadron Commande r 

51st Material Squadron Commander 

. 51st Civil Engineering Squadron 
Commander 

51st Air Police Squadron Commrulder 

Det.nchment 5, lat Medical Services 
Wing Commnrder 

I 
/ 

Detachment 1, 315th Air Division 
( Canbat Cargo) Commander 

Detachnent l, 315th Air Division 
(C<nbat cargo) Deputy for Operations 

Detachment 1, 315th Air Division 
( Combat ca~) Deputy tor Materiel 

Lieut. Colonel Walter A. Smith, Jr. 
(3 October - 31 December) 

Captain Charles B. Weir 
(1 July - 29 July) 

Captain Warren S. Bnmes 
(29 July - 2 August) 

Major Bru~ L. Lackey 
(2 August~ 4 September) 

lat Lieutenant Thomae M. Thedford 
(4 Septmiber - 31 Deef:'lllber) 

Major Paul Heath 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel John A. Webster* 
(1 July - ll August) 

Vacant 
(11 August - 16 Augw,t) 

Major Frank J. Rahm.er* · 
(16 .August - 31 Decanber) 

Captain John R. Rogers 
{l July - 15 July) 

Cnptain William G. Elliott 
(15 July - 5 November) 

Captain ·Richard o. Ranheim 
( 5 Nov~er - 31 Decem.b er) 

Colonel Jack ·L. Crawford, Jr. 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Colonel Clarence B. Slaughter, Jr. 
(l .Jul7 - 31 D~Cffllber) 

Lieut. Colonel Warner M. Brundrett 
(l July - 5 September) . 

Lieut. Colonel Roger W. Hant euf.fel 
( 5 Septanber - 31 December) 

*Additional duty. Regular duty assignments Director of Security aBi Law · 
Entoreeerrt, 51st Air Base Group. 
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Position 

21st Troop Carrier Squadron, Medium, 
Commander 

35th Troop Carrier -Squadron, Medium, 
~der 

817th Troop Carrier Squadron, Medi ll'll, 
Commander 

2152d Communications Squadron 
Commander 

33d Air Rescue Squadron Commnmer 

Detachment 14, 1st Weather Wing 
Coolmander 

Deta~ent 3, 3l3th Air Division 

Detachment 1, 5th Communica.tiona 
Squadron, Division, Commander 

Detachment 1, 7th Aerial Port 
Squadron Commanler 

Detachment 2, 11th Air Postal 
Scpa.dron Commander 

Lieut. Colonel Ned M. Lett3 
(l ju].,y - 12 Decanber) 

Lieut. Colonel Donalci C. Carlson 
(12 December - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel Richard D. Cote 
{1 Ju.ly - 25 Septanber) 

Lieuto Colonel George D. Clark 
(25 September - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel George F. Owen 
(1 Jul:, - 31 December) 

Lieut. Colonel Willi;vn s. Hodge* 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Ll.eut. Colonel Robert P. Ash 
(1 July - 13 December) 

Lieut. Colonel Kermeth J. Mnsk 
(13 December - 31 December) 

Major Woodrow B. Huff · 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Captain Raymond R. Mendonsa 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Captain James D. Mellon, Jr. 
(1 July~ 31 December) 

Major Oscar w. Yetez 
(1 July - 31 December) 

Captain Ralph H • Middlebrook 
(l Jul:, - 31 December) 

*promoted to the rank of Ueuterumt colonel effective 15 July 1963. 
l ,- • • • . 
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CONTRACTS IBT BY THE 313TH Am DIVISION 

OFFICE OF PROCUREa-!ENT 

t 1 JULY - 31 DECEMBER 1963 

July: Fifteen numbered contracts toto..lllng $131,877 and 43 unnumbered 
contracts totalling $8,o60 wel'e awarded to local contractors nnd 
buainesa f'inns ror the procurement of' supplies, aerv-ices, and 
construction tor Air Force activities on Okinawa during the 
ioonth of July 1963. There were a.190 43 delivery oroers and 
communications services authorizations totalling $39,752. 

(e.) Contract AF 62(321)-2215, in the amount or 18,534, wa8 
awaroed to Island Builders• Supply Co. tor-maintenance 
or the sprinkler system.e in Buildinga 762 and 766 at Kadena 
Air Base (KAD-12-4). 

(b) Contra.et AF 62(32.1)-2216, in the amount of $1,008, war, 
awanted to Motohiko Tanaka tor piano tuning Gat Ka.dena and 
Maha Air Bases. 

(c) Contract AF 62(321)-2217, in the amount of $38, ~s awarded 
to the Nago Telephone and Telegraph Office for telephone 
serviceB for Kadena Air Base. 

(d) · Contract AF 62(321)-2218, 1n the amount of $1,589, WftS 

a.warded to Barclay- am. Co. for repair ot thennofax machines 
a.t Kadena and Nab& Air Bases. 

(e) · Contract AF 62(321)•2219, a fixed price contract, was 
awarded to Barela:, and Co. tor repair of thennotax machines 
at Kadena and Naha Air Bases. · 

(f) Contract AF 62(321)-2220, a blanket purchase _ agreement, WM 
awarded to Okinawa Kenset.su Kogyo Co. for hot mix asphalt 
tor Kadena Air Base. 

{g) Contract .AF 62(321)-2221, a blanket purchaee agreement,, W8.8 
awarded to Ryukyu Asphalt Co. tor hot mix asphalt for Kadena 
Air Bue. · · 

(h) Contract AF 62(321)-2222, - in the UlOunt or Jl, 72.5, wae 
awaroed to Westpac, Inc·., tor maintenance of the AFRTS 
tower antenna. 
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July: (i) Contract AF 62(321)-2223, in the aroount of $300, was 
awarded to Central Appliance Service Co. for maintenance 
of two refrigeration units in the 15th Tactical Recon
naissance Squadron at Kadena Air Bnse. 

_ (j) Contract AF 62(321)-2224, in the amoWlt of $115,186, was 
awarded to Stanbo Protective Coatings for nlteration of 
the aviation fuel system at Kndena Airfield. 

August: 

(k) Contract AF 62(321)-2225, a requirement type contract, was 
awarded to Snnko Construction· Co. for repair of woden 
furniture for Kadena Air Base. · 

(1) Contract AF 62(321)-2226, a blanket purchase agreement, 
was awarded to JHW, Inc., for ready-mix concrete for 
Kadena Air Base. · 

(m) Contract AF 62(321)-2227, a blanket purchase agreement, 
was awarded to Okinawa Kensetsu Kogyo Co. for ready~ 
concrete r or Kadena Air Base. 

(n) Contra.ct AF 62(321)-2228, a blanket purchase agreement, 
was awarded to DeMaun> Construction Corp. for ready-mix 
concrete for Kndena Air Base. 

(o) Contract AF 62(321)-2229, in the amount or $3,497, was 
awarded to Yokatsu Kensetsu Co. for custodial services 
for Kadena Air Brute. · 

Two salvage contracts totalling $5, 766 were awaroed to Kobashi
gawa Shokai for bones aJXl rats and to Kyoei ·shokai tor garbage 
respectively during the mnth of July 1963. 

A total of $2,150 was expended tor 163 cash purchases by the 
Imprest Fwld Ofticer during the month or July 1963. 

Six numbered contracts totalling $62,414 and 32 unmQbered 
contracts totalling $12,ll5 were awarded to local contractors 
and business !il'Jlls for the procurement ot supplleti, services, 
and -construction tor Air Force activities on Okinawa during 
the month of August 1963. There were also 33 delivery- orders 
llDd communications services ~thorbations totalling $27,056. 

(a) Contract AF 62(321)-2230, in the amount of $33,000, was 
awarded to Westpac, Inc., to install an underground 13.8 
KV electrical distribution aystea at Naha Air Base (NAH-

14-3). 
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August: (b) Contract AF 62(321)-2231, in the amount ot S.3 ,6071 was 
awarded to Bnrcla7 and Co~ tor thermofax po.per for 
!Cadena Air Base. 

{e) Contract AF 62(321)-2232, 1n the amount ot $14,993, was 
awarded to Daniel R. Buck for custodial services for 
Maha Air Base. 

{d) Contract AF 62(321)-223.3, in the amount of $3,000, was 
awarded to Fukuyama. Shoji Co. for equipnent renta.l tor 
an air conditioner at Kadena Air Base. 

(e) Contract AF 62(321)-2234, in the amount ot $3,1.50, was 
awardod to Okinawa lenset!SU Co. for sand for Kadena Air 
Base. 

(f) Contra.ct AF 62(321)-2235, in the amo'Wlt of $4,361+, was 
awarded to Yl\Dlrulo Gumi for gravel for Kadena Air Base. 

One salvage contract in the mount or 133,800 was awarded 
to Kobashigawa Shokai for trash and refuse during the month 
ot August 1963. 

A total or $4,045 was expended !or 145 cash purchases by the 
Imprest · Fund Officer during the ironth of August 196.3. · 

Septembe·ri Eight numbered contracts totalling $121.,509 am 40 unnumbered 
· contracts totalling $.39 ,131 were awarded to local· contractors 
and business firms for the procurement or supplies, aerrl.ces, 
and comtruction for Air Force activities on Okinawa during 
the month of September 1963. There were also 79 delivery 
o:mers and commwrlcatione· services authorizations totalling 
$52,849. 

(a) Contract AF 62(321)-2236, in the · amount of $2,755, was 
awarded to Hashimoto Omli !or rhombic antennas !or 
Kadena Air Base. 

(b) Contract AF 62(321)-22.37, a fixed-price contract, was 
awarded to Toguchi Auto Parts !or automotive parts for 
laden.a Air Base. 

(c) Contract AF 62(321)-2238; in the UlOWlt ot $15,988, was 
a.warded to Yamane Gumi for grase cut ting services at 
Kadena Air Base. 

(d) Contract AF 62(321)-2239, 1n the ank)Wlt ot $17,24.3., W81J 

awarded to Uelci Paint eo. ·to replace aets.l atona screens 
on tbe perma.nent. BOQ• e with rein!or~d.:..ooncrete ornamental 
blook1. -. . 

I 
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September: (e) Contract AF 62(321)-2240, in the amo11nt of $8,800, 
was awarded to Okisui Construction Co. for cleaning 

, aoo painting of the water tower at Naha Air Base. 
I . 

October: 

(f) Contract AF 62(321)-2241, in the amount of $20,173, 
was a.warded to Yokatsu Kensetsu Co. for custodial o 

services for Kadena Air Base. 

(g) Contract AF 62(.321)-2242, in the 8Dl0unt ot $37,250, was 
awarded to Tokai. Electrical Installa'tions tor ma.inten- 
ance of the field maintenance hangar at Naha Air Base. 

(h) Contra.ct AF ,2_2(321)-2243, in the amount of $19.,300, wns 
awarded to Maeda Gum1 for ma.intenanc~ of the Adams 
Gymnasium at Naha Air Base. 

No salvage contracts were awarded during the month of 
Septooiber 1963. 

A total of $3,831 was expended for 132 cash purchases _ by 
the Imprest Fund Officer during the month of September 1963. 

Ten m.mbered contracts totalling $35,678 and 39 unnumbered 
contracts totalling $12,549 were awarded to local oontractors 
ani business !inns tor the procurement of supplies, services, 
and construction for Air Force activities on Okinawa during 
·the month of October 1963. There were also 46 delivacy 
orders and commW1ications serYices authorizations totalling 
$48,949. 

(a) Contract AF-62(321)-~, in the amount of $17,(1}4, was 
aW&I'ded to Pa.econ Corp. for maintenance of the McConnell 
Theater at Naha Air Base. 

(b) Contra~ AF 62(321)-2246, a. blanket Jnrchaae agreement, 
· was awarded to Toguclli Auto Parts for automotive parts 
for Kadena Air Base. 

{ e) Contract AF 62(321)-2247, a blanket purchase agre<3lllent, 
was awarded to Turco Products for chemical compounds 
tor Kndena Air Base~ 

(d) Contract AP 62(321)-2248, a blanket purchase agreement., 
was awarded to Light Motors !or repair of vehicles at 
Kadena am Maha Air Bases. · 

(e) Cont~ct AF 62(321)~249, a blanket purchase agreement, 
wae awarded t.o ok::1.nawa·Motors Co~, Ltd., tor repair ot 
vehicles a~ Kadena and Naha Air Ba3es. · 
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October: (r) Cont_ract AF 62(321)-2250, a blllnket purchase agreement, 
wa.s awarded to S&S Motors for repair of vehicles at 
Kadena and Naha Air Bases. 

{g) Contract AF 62(321)-2251, a blanket purchnse· agreement, 
was awarded to Hnma• s Garage for repair or vehicles nt 
Kndena ruxi Naha Air Bases. 

(h) Contract AF 62(321)-2252, n blanket purchase agr~ement, 
· was nwarded to Miyn' s Garage for repair ot vehicles at 

Kadena ard Nnha Air Bnsee. 

(i) Contract AF 62(321)-2253, in the amowit ot $10,984, was 
awarded to Hashimoto Gwi for maintenance of the open 
storage areas at Na.ha Air Base. 

{j) Contract AF 62(.321)....2254, in the amount or $7,600, was 
a.warded to Okinawa Denki Suido Kogyo Co. for repair or 
the air conditionin, system in the group oon.f'erence 
room (Building /l&J4) at Nnha Air Base (NAH-19-4). 

No salvage contracts were awarded during the·month ot 
October 1963. 

A total of $4,92'7 .oo was expended for 185 cash purchases by 
the Imprest Fund ·Officer during the month of October 1963. 

November: Eight numbered contracts total J 1 ng $263,724 and 46 unnmbered 
contracts totnl.llng $16,010 were awarded to local contractors 
and · business tinnri for the procurement of supplies, services, 
and constn1ction for Air Foree activ1tiea on Okinawa during 
the month of November 1963. There were also 45 delivery 
orders and oommunica.tions services authorizations totallin& 
$35,644. 

(a) Contract AF 62(321)-2255, in the mnount of $47,270, . was · 
awarded to Maeda Gumi tor construction ot an ·addition 
to the dispensary at Naha Air Base. 

(b) Contract AF 62(321)-2256, in the ao\Dlt of $30,465, .wais 
awarded to Ueki Paint Co. tor painting of the base 
exchange and commissa17 buildings at Ne.ha Air Base. 

(c) Contract AF 62(321)-2257; in the amount or $26.,562, wna 
awarded to D. F. Fischer & Sons for maintenance ot rends 
at Nllha Air B&Se. 
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November: (d) Contract .AF 62(321)-2258, in the ronount ot $9,.311, was 
awarded to Tokai Electrical I nstallations for the 
construction of support facilities for the Mobile 
RAPCON installation {jt Nnha Air Base. 

(e) Contract AF 62(321)-2259, in the amount of $44,196, we.s 
a.warned to Yokntsu Kensetsu for maintenru1ce of the 
temporary dependents• school buildings at Na.ha. Air Bnse. 
Thi~ contract was returned without approval by Fifth 
Air Fo·rce. 

-(f) Contract AF 62(321)-226o, in the amount of $29,950, wns 
awarded to Shinkni Kensetsu Co. tor maintenance of 
miscellaneous warehouses at Naha Air Baae. This eontract 
wns returned without approval by Fifth Air 1'4'orce. 

(g) Contract AF 62(.321)-2261, in the amoWlt of $74,604, wns 
· awarded to· I>em.auro Construction Corp. for repair of the 

trociwny and runway at Naha. Air Base. This contract waa 
returned withou~ npprova.l by .Firth Air Force. 

(h) Contract AF 62(321)-2262, in the amount of $1,366, wna 
nwarded to Associated American Engineen Overseas, Inc., 
for architecturai-engineering services in connection 
with the designing of an addition to Building 220 (the 
Base Finance Office) at Kadena Air B~e. , 

No salvage contracts were awarded during the month or November 
1963. 

A total ot $6,244 was expended tor 202 cash purchases by the 
Imprest Fund Officer during the month of November 1963. 

December: No nwibered contracts and 47 wmuabered oontmcts totalling 
$18,202 were awarded to local contractors am bueineH films 
for the proellrtaent_ of supplies, serrl.cea, and construction 
tor Air Force activities on Okinawa during the ~nth of 
December 1963. There were al80 28 delivery- orders and· 
communicat~ons services authorizations totalling $2'7,042. 

No salvage contracts were awarded during the month ot 
December 196,. · 

A tota:l of $2,794 was expended for 178 cash · purchases by 
the lmpreat Fund Officer during the month of December 1963. 
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1963 
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}. J,~r:il 19( 3 - Ca pta j_n r:dwc:.. rd '.\1.oste r man (26921:A ) , )-4 4:U,. l'acti cal 
Figh t er _quaci.r0r1, died a s a r e s ult of a milit3.ry 
aircraft accident f ' i~ r mile s northe ;-rnt of Nellis 
Ar'B, Nevada . Dis posit i on of' r err,ains unknovm . 

AJ C ~rne s t !''i.e toxin (:.~•'l cf.:70961d, 1 3t h Ar marrient and 
;:.:l e c t-roni.c s Viainten.:.mce Squadron , died as a r e sul t 
of a guns:-- ot wound vf t. .e e r.est , ap;;a.rent s uic.i de , 
i n ~com SA , «arracks 713 , Ka 1ena A~. Disposit ion of 
r e1 rtains unkno,..,T1 . 

A2G Dougl as W. Ol son (~?1[ 595916) , l Bth Or ga nizat l un·l 
Va inte nance S1:ua dron , died a s a r esul L ·o f ?UT,st ot 
woun d · of che s t , a p_· . .:i.r ent ·suicide, at 213 .~ort~ .. 23d 
Street , 1t!.:.1 c o , Texas, ... ,hi l e on leave o Disp osi t :i.on of 
r emai ns unknown . 

22 Aug . 1963 - J✓. ajor Clifford L. Nar-t:,in (A0572521); 11th Ai r Po s tal 
S~uadron,. d:i.ed as a resul t of a coronary occl usion i n 
t he .'-'ionaco No1.,el , 30 73 Las Ve sas Bo '..l l e va rd South , La s 
Ver:,as , Nevada . Remains r eturned to Shawnee, Okl aho:ri.a , 
for ou.rial . 

2L .\ug . J.9t3 - Al C Walter Taylor (.H'Jli t 6l bl 9) , 6313th Air Base Uin6 , 

died as a result of aspirate d gastric con t ents in the 
respiratory tract and a l acerated liver , at the Air
men 's Cl ub, Kadena AB. Disposition of remains unknown . 

2i.J Sep t . 1 96 3 - TSgt Raymond ;r . Flanders (AF11096693 ), 18th r ganizatio· .al 
,1aintenance Squadron, died as a resul t -of myocardial 
infa r cti on. Was stricken at home and pronounced dead 
on arrival at the 6332d USA? is:ensary , Kadena AB. 
Re :ains buried at Long Island 1'ational Cemetery . 

29 Sept . 1963 - T gt Joseph J . Van Laar hoven (1~1 62 84 732 ) , 18t : Field 
?fainter ance Squadron, died as a result of . a myocardial 
infarction at hi s home, 2930 1{uddell Terr- ce . Inter
ment at Fort Snelling 'a t i onal Cemetery, ~inneapolis , 
Minnesota . 

19 Oct. 19 3 2C Raymond G .. Sc: emenauer (.'iF1564 31 9J , 623d Aircr aft 
Contr,ol and Warni n Squadron , died from d.rowni n on 

o Ji.~a , ~kyu Isl ands ·. Re .. ains reti ned t o 
sl0J, Ohio . 
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15 :fo v o 19t 3 

19 Nov . 1 9~.3 

1°9 !fov . 196 3 

5 Dec. 1963 

8 Dec. 1963 

A2C Eugene I',, . Lee ( A?l 76 23353), .Ce t a chme nt 1, 6927t h 
3e c~J.rity Squad ron , d:Led a s a re s ult or di f.fu.:;;e c r.:!re i:,r a l 
contusions rece i ved i-·:ben struck by a mo to r s c oote r,. 
d _a ce of cleat!; : Camp Kue Ar my Losp i taJ. , Okim:.1,.1a . 
Ec r~ains retur ned -V..) ?ort SrielJ.ing [,1c1t i onal Cemetery , 
Vi i nneapolis , Mi n nesota , fo r inl-erment. 

Captain Vernon T. Sutter (A03065 362) , 873d Tacti ca l 
'.<issile Sq_uadron , di ed f rom multi ple inJu.ries s utfe r ed 
in an aircraft a ccide nt 21 mil es south- so ut he ast of 
Yokota AH, ,Ja pan ~ I nt e r me nt i n Keo klJk r.fo.tiona l Ceme t-e r y -, 
!·:e okuk, I owa . · 

Capta i n Vincen t J . Joy , Jr . (A0.30 '.~0976) , 1 6t h Tactic a l 
Fi gh ter 1.'iing , died f rom mul t j_pl e injur ies s u..ffe red i n 
an aircraft ac c i dent 21 miles s out t - southe ast of Yoko t a 
AE , Ja pan . Inte rment at i·'io oile lfa.t t onal ...,emetery , 
r-:o bile , -1. l a bama. 

A2C Pe te Allan El der (~Fl 6723396 ), Det achment 2, 2875th 
Gr ound .,;lectronics EnGineering Ins t a llat ion Agency (GEEl.J'I ) 
Squa dron, died as a r e s ul t of s kull fractures received 
when involved in a c ivilian vehicle accident, on l e Shima , 
Rytikyu Isl ands. Di sp os.i.tion of r emains unknown. 

- SSgt Sarl W. Thornal (AFll-!361163) , 874t h Tac t ical ~1ii s
sile Squadron, died as a result of self-inflicted gun
s hot wound to head • . De ath occurred a t Camp Kue 1\rmy 
Hospital. l ur ial at Jnd rew, South Carolina, Ci vilian 
Cemetery. 
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it OPEN MESS ANALYSIS ·~ 

1963 

MONTHLY COMPARISON PROFIT AND LOSS 

~ 

Kndena Naha .Kadena Naha Kadena Na.ha 
Officers Officers NCO NCO Airmen• s Airmen•a 

Month Club Club Club Club QJ.ub Club 

July $ 6,ll4 $(1,814) $3,370 1(1,310) $ 5,103 - $( 960) 

August 8,681 ( 117) 5,471 1,253 6,171 3,971 

September 5,135 3,190 6,848 (1,934) 5,412 1,048 

October . 5,765 3,962 6,5.30 6,524 4,361 2,478 

November 7,133 8,208 4,703 ll,744 4,954 3,979 

December. 3,084 2,413 2,413 8,688 5,853 9,871 

NET PROFIT AND WSS 

CAIBNDAR YEAR TO DATE ' 
Kadenn Naha Kadena Naha Kadena Naha 
Officers Officers NCO NCO Airmen's Ainnen•s 

Month Club Club Club Club Club Club 

July $38,034 $(2,750) -$24,294 1(7,558) $32,591 $ J,7_54 

August · 46,715 . (2,867) 29,765 (6,305) 38,672 7,725 

September 51,850 323 36,613 . {8,239) 44,174 8,773 

October 57,615 4,285 '4:3,142 (1,715) 48,535 11,251 

November 64, 71+7 12,493 47,845 10,029 53,488 15,230 

December 67,831 14,906 50,258 18,717 59,341 25,101 
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'} 

OPEN MESS ANALYSIS 
MONTHLY COMPARISON OF PROFITS .... 1963 

Kt.Ldena No.ha Kadena Naha Kadena Naha 
Officer_s Officers NCO NCO Airmen's Airmen's 

Month Club Club Club Club Club Club 

~s 

Total sales $70,211 $31,453 169,379 $51,432 $74,740 $39,522 
Food Sales . 35,522 17,690 24,281 19,986 22,073 9,15~ 
Beverage Salee 9,314 4,578 15,548 15,036 15,774 12,2.48 
Package ·Gooda Sales 9,454 5,4S9 16,216 9,659 3,245 -0-

-Bin~o Sales 5,339 -0- 3,871 2,.341 1,751 967 
Other Activity 21,074 · 8,114 23,583 18,358 18,858 10,002 

Income 
Dues Income 4,510 2,962 2,.341 1,616 2,208 1,425 
Non-Operating Income 17 197 340 236 1,122 855 

AWJU!ts 

Total Sales $7.3,841 $30;842 $73,046 $50,468 f79,222 $38,615 
Food SalH 37,886 18,.366 26;658 20;987 23,·2,;7 9,644 
Bnerage Sal.ea ll,353 4,1+7.3 16,529 · 15 ,4.30 18;115 12,756 
Package Good.8 sales 9,638 4,740 16.,789 8,l.39 .3,226 -0-
Bini<> Salee 4,8.3.3 -0- 3,293 2,237 1,887 880 
Other Activit7 '20,ff'!O 6,828 25-,330 15,650 19,230 ll,654 

Inoo• 
Due• InCOllH 4,470 2,885 2,312 1,583 2,Z'l8 1,447 
Mon-Operating Income 2,945 'Z1 4Z1 540 3,319 231 

S•pt•bers 

Total Salee $16,802 $34,361 $69,467 $49,763 .$76,028- $37,235 
Food S&les · 40,964 19.81:Y/· '24,477 $19,829 121,892 $8,817 
Bfferage Sales ll,521 5,113 15,521 14,725 15,728 12,465 
Package Goods Sal.ea 10,035 5,531 16,289 9,454 3.,814 -0-
Bingo Sales 4,732 -0- 3,756 · 2,269 2,235 739 
~•r ActivitT 25,883 14,667 25,805 14,798 19,~no 9,549 

Incoae 
D\leS Inoo• 4,995 3,020 2,394 1,564 2,2ifl 1,380 
Non-Operating Incoaa Z'/5 50 2,282 267 1,156 198 
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t OPEN MESS Ai'-IALYSIS 
MONTHLY OOMPARISON OF PROFITS - 1963 

' · '{ 

Kadena No.ha Kadana Naha Kadena Naha 
Officers Officers NCO NCO Ainnen1 s Airmen1 5 

Month Club Club .. Club Club C~ub Clu.b -

October: 
~ 

Total Sa.leo $74,668 $31.,721 $69,013 $47,f:iJ9 $75,118 $35.,542 
Food .Salee 38,726 18,732 25,620 19,790 23,133 8,384 
Beverage Sales 11,901 4,867 · 14,431 13.,491 15,004 12,071 

f;, 
Package Goods Sales 9,241 4,817 15,985 9,094 3,622 -0-
Bingo Sales 5,242 -o- 3,418 2,250 1,703 740 
Other Activity 17,823 8,677 22,589 15,050 16~17.3 .9,912 

Income · 
Duea Income 4,985 3,065 2,407 1,637 2,'Z74 1,428 I 
Non-Operating Income 354 69 835 z:;6 839 243 

l Novanbera ~-

Total Sales $56,829 $37,466 $70,946 $50,00.3 $80,938 . $30,459 
Food Sales 28,784 . 21,442 25,988 21,ll8 24;145 10,004 
BeTerage Sales 8,093 5,956 14,648 14,661 16,950 13,657 
Package Goods Sales · 9,704 5,860 17,245 9,747 4,189 -o-
Bingo Salas -0- 448 3,203 2,688 1,626 663 
other Activity 9,354 11,437 20,332 '17,715 14,839 ll,538 

Income 
· Dues If¼i<ae 5,165 3,075 2,416 - 1,638 2,204 1,497 

I Non-Operating Income .3.,273 36 306 340 1,668 158 

Decembe:r, ~ 

Total Sal.es $53,691 $33; 421 171,305 $47,222 $80,769 .$30,045 
Food sales . 26, 7'36 18,381 22,737 · 17,837 23,456 10,736 
Beverage S&.les 7,156 5,123 11,706 11,384 17,'Zl9 ll,224 
Package Goode Sales 12,796 7,382 26,162 15,059 6,942 -o-
Bingo Salee · -0. -0-.. 414 6Q5 -o- -0-
other Activit7 10.,483 9,467 17_,869 l'l ,106 16,381 12,289 
· Incoae 

Dues. Income 5;085 .3 .,130 2,467 1,723 2,703 1,6.36 
,~ -... ~ Non..Opere.ting Incoae 90 109 282 896 869 197 



/. 
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OPEN MESS ANALYSIS 

MONTHLY COMPARISON OF EXPENSES - 1963 

Kndena Naha· Kadena 
Officers Officers NCO 

Month Club Club Club 

July: 

Salariea (Mil) 
Salaries ( US Civ) 
Salaries (Ryukyu) 
En-tertninment 
Depreciation 
Miscellaneous 

Au_gust: 

Salaries (Mil) 
Salaries (US Civ) 
Salaries. (Ryukyu) 
Entertainment 
Depre cintion 
Non-Operating 

Expenses 

September: 

$1,743 
1,095 

16,576 
6,742 
2,494 
2,904 

$ l,856 · 
1,317 

17,513 
8,354 
2,897 
1,151 

Salaries (Mil) $ 1,856 
Snlnrles (US Civ) 1,.332 
SalarieB (Ryukyu) 18,076 
Entertairment 8,778 
Depreciation 3,028 
Non-Operating 961 

Expenses 

$ 691 

$ 

269 
9,593 
4,428 
1,402 

439 

707 
269 

9,688 
4,701 
1,402 

386 

$ 6.36 
269 

10,261 
4,491 
1,402 

412 

$ 3,189 
1,514 

15,194 
9,454 
J,651 
1,653 

$3,322 
1,565 

16,042 
9,655 
3,580 

979 

$ 3,343 
1,545 

15,022 
8,4-70 
3,581 
2,428 

Naha 
NCO 
Club 

$1,985 
-0-

11,179 
9,851 
2,095 

715 

$2,005 
-0-

ll,092 
10,191 
2,095 

726 

$ 1,987 
-o-

11,945 
9,541 
2,094 

714 

Kadena Naha 
Airmen' s Ainnen' e 
Club Club 

$2,416 
695 

16,?60 
9,064 
2,603 
3,368 

$ 2,6o5 
700 

17,370 
9,215 
2,778 
4,416 

$2,414 
. 1,325 

17,419 
9~749 
2,690 
1, 794 

$ 1,347 
--0-

9,655 
6.,013 
1,196 

533 

$1,454 
-b-

10,0Z'! 
6,367 
1,198 

506 

I 1,441 
-o-

10,388 -
6,134 
1,203 

467 

1 
l 
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OPEN MESS ANALYSIS 

~ MONTHLY COMPARISON OF EXPENSES - 1963 

•c 

Kadena Naha Kadena Naha Kadena Naha 
Officers Officers NCO NCO Ainnen•s Airmen's 

" Month Club Club Club Club Club Club 

r October: 

Salaries (Mil) $1,933 $ 684 $3,422 $1,519' 2,196 $1,393 
Salaries (US Civ) 1,310 269 1,505 -o- 1,325 -0-
Salaries (Ryukyu} 16,868 9,816 15,243 10,889 15,968 9,8.36 
Enterto.inmant 8,291 3,730 8,393 5,529 10,533 5,409 
Depreciation 3,039 1,415 3,859 2,202 2,968 1,208 
Non-Operating 876 414 982 618 925 467 

Expenses 

Novembers 

Salaries (Mil) $ 1,344 $ 774 $3,321 $1,170 $2,306 $1,421 
Salariee (US Civ) 1,274 26o 1,540 246 1,325 -0-
Salnries (Ryukyu) 15,499 10,o66 15,641 9,784 16,191 12,687 
Entertainment 4,343 4,198 . 8,179 6,175 10,479 5,869 
Depreciation 2,949 1,415 3,1#3 2,202 3,060 1,208 
Non-Operating (746) (366) (841) {544) (284) (324) 

Expenses 

December: 
-

Salaries ~Mil) $ l,085 $ 499 $2,494 $1,075 $2,008 $1,193 
Salaries US Civ) 1,373 288 1,511 316 1,450 -0-
Salaries (Ryukyu) 14,381 'l3 ,407 15,153 13,049 15,880 7,562 
Entertaitnent 4,501 3,495 6,332 3,567 13,001 4,485 
Depreciation 2,990 1,41.3 3,333 2,202. 3,00.3 1,208 
Non-Operating 13 16 1,144 134 122 131 

Expenses 
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l 
NUMBER OF MEMBERS 

KADEN!_ NAHA 

Officers NCO Ainnen's Officers NCO Ainnen•s 
Open Open Open Open Open Open 

Month Mesa Mess Mess Mess Mess Mess 

July 935 2,341 _2,208 .565 1,616 1,523 

August 942 2,312 2,278 575 1,583 1,580 

September 1,032 2,394 1,564 615 2,269 1,504 

October 1,050 2,407 2,274 619 ·1,637 1,442 

November 1,034 2,416 2,204 626 1,637 1,497 

December 1,012 2,467 2,703 619 1,723 1,636 

I 
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Kndena 
Officers Club 

Month Mil US Civ Ryukyu_ Mil 

July 17 3 260 21 

August 17 · 5 257 21 

September 17 5 256 21 

October 17 5 255 21 

November 25 5 261 44 

December ll 5 267 30 

OPEN MES$ ANALYSIS - 1963 

NUMBER OF EMPU>YEES 

K&dena Kadena 
NCO Club Airmen's Club 

US Civ Ryukyu Mil US Civ Ryukyu 

5 250 8 2 320 

4 263 7 2 331 

4 257 7 3 335 

4 255 8 3 327 
4 

6 270 20 3 3ll 

6 265 18 3 307 

Ratio of . Members 
t.o Employees 

Kadena 
Officers NOO Airmen 

.3.3zl 8.4,1 6.6'1 

3.J :l 8.0:l . 6.7:1 

3.7&1 8.4:l 6.5:l 

3.7sl -8.Stl 6.7:1 

3.5:l 7.5:1 6.6:l 

.3.6zl 8.2,1 8.2:1 



I 
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Naha 
Officers Club 

Month MU US Civ ~ 

July 6 1 146 

August 6 1 w, 

Se~fJrJlber 6 1 145 

October 6 1 149 

November 6 1 146 

Decembor S- 1 14, 

/ 

* Ratio onr 1011. 

Naha 

OPEN MESS ANALYSIS - 1963 

NUMBER OF EMPWIEES 

Na.ha 
NCO Club Airmen•e Club 

Mil US Civ R.yum. Mil US Civ RyukYu 

8 -0- 165 6 -0- 1/+9 

8 -0- 167 6 -0- 149 

8 -o- 162 6 · -o- 147 

8 -o- 163 6 -0- 147 

8 2 163 6 -0- 143 

8 1 · 160 6 -0- 113 

Ratio ot Members 
to Employees 

Nllh.a 
Officers NCO Ai!!!!!! 

.3.7:1 9 • .3:l 9.8il 

.3.8:1 9.0zl * 
4.1:1 9.2:l 9:a,1 

i 

\4.0,1 9.6,1 9o4il 

4.lil 9.5:1 * 
4.5il * * 
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!lJME SHIMA NCO CWB 

Net Profit 
Ratio or Net Profit and Loss Number Members to Month and loss to Date of Members Dues Mil US Civ R.yuk,yunn Employees 

July $290 $1,787 ll3 $1.00 2 -0- 4 * 0 August 382 2,169 95 1.00 2 -0- 4 * 
Septembe"r 707 2,876 120 1.00 2 -0- 4 * 
October 130 3,006 88 1.00 3 -0- 3 * 
November 510 3,516 lo6 1.00 3 -0- 4 * 
December 812 4,328 105 1.00 · 3 -0- 4 * 

· *Ratio over 10: lo 
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MIYAKO JIMA NCO CLUB 

Net Profit r~tio 
Net. Profit and Losa Number Nimber of EmElozees Members to 

Month and loss CY to Date· of Members Dues Mil Civ R.vukYuan EmEloieea 

July ($ 42) $2,169 no 3 -0- 11 7.9:1 

August 379 2, 51.S 112 $1.00 3 -0- 9 9.3: 1 

I. 
September 958 3,5o6 120 · 1.00 3 -0- 10 9.2,1 

i . 

October 229 3,735 120 1.00 3 -0- 13 7-. 5: l 

I November (267) 3,468 93 1.00 3 -o- ]3 5.8:1 

December ( 19) 3,449 86 1.00 . 3 -0- l3 5.4:1 
1 

* . . 
Ratio over 10: 1. 
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YOZA DAKE NCO CLUB 

Net Profit Ratio of 
Net Pn>fit and loss Number Members to 

Month and Loos CY to Dnte of Mombors Dues Mil Civ R.vuk.yunn Emplozeett • 

Jul:, $(1,331) 12,456 190 $.50 3 -0- 20 S.3:1 

August ( 8) 2,448 200 .50 3 -o- 20 8.711 

Septanber 615 J,063 189 .50 3 -0- 23 7.3&1 

October 220 .3,283 195 .50 3 -0- 22 7.8:1 

N~ember 664 3,947 183 .50 3 -0- 22 ?.3:1 

December 75 4,021 191 .50 3 -0- 22 7.6:1 
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OKINO-ERABU JIMA NCO CLUB 

CY to Oat, 
Ratio of Net Profit Net Profit Number Number of EmElozees Manbers to Month and was and Loss of Members Dues Mil Civ Ryuk;yuan Employees 

July $563 $4,258 96 $1.00 5 -o- 5 9.6,l 
August 598 4; s56 87 1.00 5 -0- 6 7.9:l 
September 184 5,0/J) 89 1.00 . 5 -0- 6 8.1:l 
October 453 5,493 100 1.00 5 -o- 7 8.3,1 
Novemb3r _36o 5,853 96 1.00 5 -0- . 7 8.0:l 
December 737 6,590 91 1.00 5 -0- 6 8.Jal 

* Ratio over 10:1. 
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SUMMARY OF 313TH AIR DIVISION REDIS_TRIBUTION AND MARKETING ACTIVITlE3 

JULY 1963 

(1) Scrap and Waste 

Scrap received during July 
Transferred to o.o.D. ngencies (Anny, Navy, 

Marines) 
Utilized within the Air Force 
Scrap disposed of by sale (Spot s~nl bid, 

retail) 
Scrap on ham 1 July 1963 
Scrap on hand 1 August 196.3 
20,248 lbs. of scrap with value of $4,000 

reclassified as 61451261603 

(2) Surplus and Excesses 

. Total excesses received during J,J.ly 1963 
Total excesses transferred (D.O.D.) 
Utilized within the Air Force 
Total. oxceesea expended, destroyed, or 

inventoried 
Total excesses disposed of by sale (Spot or 

seal bid, retail) 
Total excesses on hand 1 July 1963 
Total excesses on hand 1 August 1963 

(3) Monies Received 

Money collected f'rom spot bid sales 
Money collected from operation of th• 

retail store 
Money collected from sealed bid sales 

TCfl'AL 

Five spot bid ~alas were conducted duri.ng July 1963. 

354,691/1 
23511 

5,666/1 
360,314H 

1,237,137# 
1,205,365# 

$ 810,084 • .30 
20,224.10 
16,833.27 

158,515.70 

185,310.50 

1,187,586.04 
1,616,786.77 

$ 21,173.73 
6,935.74 

l,661.2'7 

$ 29,776.74 
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SUMMARY 01" 313TH AIR DIVI SION REDISTRIBUTION AND MARKETING AC'rIVITY 

AUGUST 1963 

(1) Scrap and Wast e 

Scrap received during August 1963 
Transferred to o.o.n. agencies (Anny, Navy, 

Marines) · <;, 

Utilized within the Air Force 
Scrap disposed of by sale (Spot or s eal bid, 

retail) 
Scrap on hnm 1 August 1963 
Scrap on hand 1 September 1963 

(2) Surplus and Excesses 

· Total excesses received during August 1963 
Total excesses transferred {D.o.o.) 
Utilized within the Air Force 
Totnl excesses expended, destroyed, or 

inventoried 
Total excesses disposed of by sale {Spot bid 

and retail) · 
Total excesses on hand 1 August 1963 
Total excesses on hnnd l September 1963 

(.3) Monies Received 

· Money collected from spot bid sales 
Money collected from operation of the 

retail store · . 
Money collected from sealed bid sales 

.TOTAL 

394,758# 
22,ll5# 

107 ,305/1 
563, 950/I 

1,205,137# 
906, 525# 

$ 561,425.80 
35,129.60 

·Z3,398.76 
294,670.25 

180,198.10 

1,616,786.77 
1,644,815.86 

$ 30,837.70 
5,541.09 

749.<Y( 

$ 37,12J.86 

Three s pot bid sales were conducted during August 1963. 
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SUMMARY OF 313TH AIR DIVISION REDISTRIBlJTION AND MARKETING ACTIVITIES 

SEPrEMBER 196,2 

(1) Scrap and Waste 

Scrap received during September 
Transferred to D.O.D. agencies (Army, Navy, 

Marines) 
Utilized within the Air Force 
Scrap disJX>aed ot by sale (Spot or seal bid, 

retail) 
Scrap on hand 1 September 1963 
Scrap on hand 1 October 1963 
Upgraded to Clase 55 and Class 95 

(2) Surplus and Excesses 

Total excesses received during Sept~ber 
Total exceseee transferred (o.o.D.) 
Utilized within the Air Force -· 
Total excesses expended, destroyed, or 

inventoried· 
Total exeesees disposed of by sale (SJ'.X)t bid 

and retail) 
Total excesse_s on hand 1 September 1963 
Total excesses on hand 1 October 1963 

(.3) Monies Received 

Money collected from spot bi.d sales 
Money collected f1')m operation of the 

retail store · 
Money collected from sea.led bid sales 

TarAL 

952,895/1 
NONE 

110# 
321,674/1 

906,52511 
l,5Zl ,236# 

10,400# 

$ 356,163.70 
29,246.52 
17,730.81 

3ll,257.83 

239,796.80 

1,644,815.86 
1,402,947.60 

$ 4,493.37 
34,295.03 

2,502.50 

$ 41,290.90 

Two spot bid sales were conducted during September 1963. 

I) 
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APPENDIX 7 

FLYING HOURS FOR OKINAWA-BASED AIRCRAFT 

I 
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KAIBNA ti.IR~ 

:IQg AUGUS! SEPTEMBER 

Flying_!~ Flying 'I'.,ime Flying Time 

F-100 83:20 38:20 20:00 

RF-101 574:0 427: 55 460:00 

F-105D 1848:30 1372:00 1%2:00 

T-33A 336:05 389:55 307: 00 

C-1.-7 126:45 82:55 205:00 

C-54 153:45 103:1.,0 144:00 

ocroBEH NOVEMBER DECEMBER 

Flying~ Flzi.~ 'f:im~ F11ing Time 

RF-101 501:30 474:00 355:00 

F-105D 2417:30 1739:00 1532:00 

1'-33A 477:20 360:00 380:00 

C-1{1 282:05 227:00 100:00 

C-54 U?:15 130:00 llD:00 

NAHA AIR BASE 

JULY AUGUST SEF'rEMBER 

Fll!l'.!B T~~ Fl;ri;ng Time Flying Time 

F-102A 666:30 63?:05 493:55 

C-130A No Figures 2004:15 No Figures 

T-33A ·239:35 438: 50 168:00 

HU-19 64:00 No Figures 48.:05 

OCTOlER NOVEMBER IECFl{BER 

F!z!~ Time Flying Time Flylng Time 

F-102A 599:10 545:00 337:15 

C-130A 2434:lO No Figures 1996i45 ' 

T-33A 231:10 193:40 195:10 

HU--19 · 63:25 31:40 55:35 
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APPE~.DLX 8 

BASE POPULATION FIGU:CES 

FOR 

KADEN A AND NA.H . AIR BASES 
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I 

KADENA AIR BASE As of 31 JLtly 1963 

Orgn.nizntion MILITARY CIVILIAN 
Officer Enlisted Citizens Non-Citizen$ 

Assigned Auth Asgd ~ A~1£_d Autb_ ~sgsl ··trnt.h . Asgd 

313 Ail· Division 40 42 60 86 24 ?A 3 1 
558 USAF Bnnd 1 1 19 20 

6313 AB Wg & Dot. 51. 57 344 411 53 64 26o 255 
6313 AP Sq 8 7 617 598 1 1 231 229 
6313 ·Civ Eng Sq 9 9 2Z7 197 86 Sb 783 782 
6313 Mat Sq 11 11 512 457 23 21._ 138 128 
6313 Sup Sq 15 14 366 314 20 8 576 555 
63.32d US/: F Dis p 32 34 84 82 4 4 33 32 
15 Phy Tng Flt 2 2 19 21 
Hq 18 Tac Ftr Wg 59 210 7 g 6 6 
12 Tac Ftr Sq 36 31 ,4 4 
4h Tac Ftr Sq 36 30 4 4 
67 Tac Ftr Sq 36 33 4 4 
15 Tnc Rec Sq 26 32 
18 Fld Ma.int Sq 11 560 98 92 
1B A&E Mn.int Sq 6 534 
18 Org Hnint Sq 5 6 368 341~ 
418 Mtm . Mo.int Sq 8 7 386 384 42 40 
498 Tnc Msl Gp 28 34 93 169 3 1 3 2 
873 Tac Msl Sq 23 2A 126 132 
874 Tac Msl Sq 24 Zh 125 144 
L.,98 Msl Maim:. Sq 1 1 217 223. 

rorAL 3-69 469 3,575 4~930 221 220 2,174 2,123 



KADENA Affi BASE /i.9 . of 31 July 1963 

0rgru1izntion MILITARY CIVILiru'l 

OFF & WO Enlisted Citizens Non-Citizens 

/1.ttuched ~ Asgd ~ Asgd ~ Asgd . ~ Asgd 

Dct 4, 1st Med Svc Wg 2 2 6 8 

400 Mun Mn.int Sq (T) 26 27 157 168 1 l 

Det 3, 9 Aero Med Sq 1 l 3 3 

11 Air Postal Sq 3 21 27 196 

Dist Off 43, OSI 10 8 16 21 4 4 3 3 

Det. 2, 315 Air Div 2 2 5 5 

658 Tnc Hosp 4 3 21 26 

6002 Stnn/Eval Gp 33 32 22 22 6 4 

Det 8, 1 Wen Wg 12 10 l+l 42 5 5 

1505 Sup Sq 23 24 193 184 91 78 

Det 3, 7651 AC&.I Sq . 1 1 5 
/ 
0 

Det 12, 4440 A/C Del Gp 2 2 1 1 

6922 Sec Wg 38 3l.. 415 384 

6927 Sec Sq & Dct 15 18 465 602 

FTD 911A. 1 1 29 28 

FTD 911L, 3415 Tech Sch 1 1 14 14 

Det 2, 2875 GEEIA Sq 1 1 25 31 

1038 Aud Gen 2 2 2 2 1 1 

Det 2, 1045 OE&T Gp 21 18 57 53 

1962 Comm Gp 28 33 811 889 13 12 42 'lO 
.,JI 

PJ..CAF Mn.nr.ower Val Ter.rn 2 2 2 2 1 1 

Det 2, 3d Air Div 1 1 7 7 
\) 

9 9 
AFLC 

TOTAL 229 243 2,324 2,694 35 32 143 127 

GRA.i~D TOI' AL 592 7l2 5,899 7,624 256 252 2,317 2,250 

'IWAL DEP"ZNDENT STREW}TH: 8,671 



NAHA AIR BASE Ao of 31 July 1963 . 

OrBnnizntion MILITARY CIVILIJ1H OFF & WO Enlisted Ci t. izens ___ Kon-Citizens Assigned ~ Asgd ~ Asgd ~ Asgd uth twgd 
51 FT,v .38 41. 158 150 9 7 7 13 16 FIS 33 33 8 8 51 Fld Hnint Sq 7 7 514 457 4 3 52 82 51 A&E Maint Sq ]2 12 298 277 51 Org Mnint Sq 7 6 409 374 10 9 51 AB Gp 32 37 153 196 18 17 40 J6 51 Sup Sq 19 14 188 187 5 5 2h5 2'? 4, 51 Hnt Sq 8 8 308 2,64 12 12 119 113 51 Civ Eng Sq 6 5 113 117 60 61 l-1,28 404 51 AP Sq 3 4 176 170 0 , 

197 196 -L 623 AC&W Sq & Det 56 56 . 1+37 489 139 135 6351 USAF Disp 23 23 48 49 2 2 23 22 

TGrAL 21.µ~ 2h6 2,810 2,738 110 108 1,26o 1,258 



NAHA AIR BASE As of 31 July 1963 

Organizn.tion MILITARY CIVILIAN 
OFF & WO Enlfoted Citizens Non-Cit.:tzens 

Attached Auth Asgd ~ Asgd Auth Asgd Auth Asgd 

Det 1, 315 Air Div 18 17 26 30 1 1 
21 TC Sq (315 AD) 76 74 91 90 

.35 TC Sq (315 AD) 62 62 43 39 -
817 TC Sq (315 AD) 62 64 43 39 
33 ARS (MATS) 30 32 99 105 
2152 Corrun Sq (AFCS) 11 12 . 363 362 3 3 25 24 
5 Co!Dll1 Sq (315 AD) 1 2 19 18 
Det 5, 1 Med Svc Wg 2 2 3 3 
Det 2, 11 Air .Post Sq 1 1 12 13 1 1 
Det l, 7 Aer Port Sq 6 5 78 69 29 29 
Det 1, Dist Off 43, OSI 2 1 3 2 l 1 
Det 14, 1 Wea Wg (¥ATS) 4 4 21 19 3 3 
FTD 909F (ATC) 1 1 25 25 
10.38 Aud Gen (Hq Comd) 4 . 4 1 1 
Det 3, 313 Air Div 4 4 24 20 
AFLC 2 2 
Coo.st 3unrd (Treas Dept) 5 5 

TOTAL 284 285 851 835 . 6 6 64 63 

GRAND TarAL 528 531 3, 661 3, 573 116 114 1,324 1,321 

TOTAL DEPENDENT STRENGTH; 4,954 



KADE!JA AIR DASZ 

Or~'1iza.t.ion 
MILITARY 

CIVILIAN 0.fficer Enlisted u.s. Citizens Non-C.i t izens 

.-, As signed Auth As.as, Auth Asgq Auth As&d ~th _ As5d 
- - -313 Air Division 40 39 60 Sl 21,- 24 3 1 

5 5$ USAF B;;i.nd l 1 19 22 6313 AR Wg & Det 54 50 344 409 53 55 260 249 
6313 AP Sq 8 9 617 574 1 1 231 229 
6313 Civ Eng Sq 9 8 227 207 86 86 '183 '170 
6313 Mat Sq 11 11 512 450 23 21 138 132 
6313 Sup Sq 15 15 366 314 20 19 576 561 
6.332d USAF Disp 32 32 84 84 4 4 33 30 
15 Phy Tng Flt 2 2 19 20 Hq 18 Ta c Ff;,r Wg 

56 203 7 8 6 6 
12 Tac Ftr Sq 36 JO 4 4 44 Tac Ftr Sq 36 34 4 4 67 Tac Ftr sq · 36 35 4 4 15 Tac Rec Sq 

22 
30 18 Fld Maint Sq 

9 585 
98 96 

- 18 A&E }faint. Sq 
6 523 , 

1 ... 
18 Org Maint Sq ~ 5 5 368 324 418 Hun Mnint Sq g 7 386 375 

42 42. 
498 Tac Msl Gp 28 33 93 177 3 1 3 2 
g73 Tac Msl Sq 23 26 126 134 874 Tac Mel Sq 24 26 125 135 498 Msl Ma.int Sq l 1 217 211 

TOTAL 369 462 3,575 4,870 ·221 219 2,174 2, 119 
(I 



I I • 

Aa of 31 August 1963 

Organizat i on 
HILITARY 

CIVILIAN 

Officer :Snlisted u.s. Citizens Non-Citizens 

Attacll,~ ~ Asgd ~ !1,_ngd ~ Asg_d ~ Asg,_d 

Det l. ; lf.l+ Ned Svc Hg 2 1 6 6 

400 gun guint. Sq (T) 26 27 157 ~69 l 1 

Det 3, 9 Aero Med Sq 1 1 . 3 3 

11 Air Posta.l Sq 3 18 27 1s6 2 2 

Di.st. Off 43, OSI 10 7 16 20 !. 4 3 3 

Det 2, 315 Air Div 2 2 5 5 

658 Tac Hosp 4 4 21 23 

6002 St..m/Eval Gp 33 31 22 23 6 5 

Det 8, 1 Wen Wg 12 9 41 40 5 5 

1505 Supp . Sq 23 24 193 180 
91 83 

Det 3, 7651 AC&l Sq 1 1 5 '5 

,!;,. 

net. 12, 4440 A/C Del Gp 2 2 l 1 

6922 Sec Wg (USAFSS) 38 % 415 352 

69Z7 sec Sq & Det 1 15 17 '4,65 629 

FTD 911A 1 1 29 26 

F'l'D n1L, 31+15 Tech Sch 1 1 14 14 

Det 2, 2875 GEEIA Sq J. 1 25 29 

1038 Aud Gen 2 2 2 2 1 1 

De:t 2, 1045 OE&T Gp 21 18 57 51 

1962 CorJJU Gp & Det 1 & 2 28 29 811 S79 13 12 42 39 

PACAF M.anf.X'.>wer Val Team 2 2 2 2 1 l 

Det 2, Hq 3d Air Div (SAC) l 1 7 $ 
9 9 

AFLC 

TOTAL 229 2:33 2,324 2,653 35 33 143 132 

GRA · D TOTAL 592 695 5,899 7,523 256 252 2,317 2.,251 

Tctr AL repgimENT STRENGTH: S,8LJ3 



! 
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NAHA Affi BASE AG of Jl August. 1963 

Org11.ni za.tion MILITARY CIVILIAN 
OFF & WO Enlisted Citi zens Non-Ci.t izens 

Assim1ed .Auth A3gd \uth Asgd ~ Angd_ Auth Ao_gd 

51 FTtl 36 42 158 151 9 7 7 10 
16 FIS 33 33 8 
51 FJ.d f!i.1.int. Jq 7 8 514 456 /.:, 4 52 82 
51 A&E Maint Sq 12 11 298 270 

, 
..I.. 

51 Org M.i. i nt. Sq 7 6 409 3l-o 10 9 
51 AB Gp 32 38 153 192 18 15 40 37 
51 Sup Sq 19 15 188 201 5_ 5 2L~5 248 
51 Ma.t. Sq 8 7 308 266 12 l2 119 115 
51 Civ Eng 3q / 5 lD 120 60 59 428 l.05 0 

51 AP Sq 3 6 176 177 1 197 194 
623 . AC&W Sq & ·net 56 57 437 500 l"G 135 .:>, 
6351 USAF Diop 23 23 4B 52 2 2 23 20 

10TAL 244 ~51 2,810 2,753 110 105 · 1,260 1,256 



I 
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NAHA AIR BASE 

Organization MILITARY 
OFF & WO Enlisted 

.Attache d !ill.th Asgd J~uth itsgd 

Det 1, 315 fir Div 18 18 26 · 28 
21 TC Sq (315 AD) 76 71 91 88 
35 TC Sq (315 AD) 62 63 43 39 
817 TC Sq (315 AD) 62 61 43 .37 
33 ARS (H~TS) 30 32 99 97 
2152 Comm Sq (AF'CS) 11 12 363 362 
5 Comrr, Sq (315 AD) 1 1 19 19 
Det. 2, 11 Air Poot Sq 1 1 12 12 
·oet 1 , 7 Aer Port Sq 6 5 78 78 
vet 1, Dist Off 43, OSI 2 1 3 2 
Det 14, 1 W~a Wg (HATS) 4 4 21 19 
FTD 909F (ATC) 1 1 25 25 
103$ Aud Gen (Hq Comd) 4 4 1 1 
Det 3, 313 Air Div 4 4 24 20 
. FLC 
Coast Guard (Trea!i Dept) 
Det 5, 1 Med Svc Wg 2 2 3 5 

Tffi'AL 284 2go · 851 a32 

GRAND TOTAL 528 531 3,661 3,585 

TorAL DEPENDE fT STRENGTH: 4,956 

- J 

As of 31 Aug7.wt 1763 

ClVILIA1I 
Ctt iz~ns !--!on-Citizens 

Aut.h Asgd ~:. . Sjsd 

1 

3 

2 

6 

116 

1 

3 

2 

6 

111 

25 24 

1 1 
29 27 
1 1 
3 3 

5 5 

64 61 

1,324 1,317 



. KADENA Am BASE As of 30 September 1963 

orsanization MILITARY CIVILIAN 
Officer . Enlisted u.s. Citizens Non-Citizens 

Asaigne<! ~ Aegd ~ Asgd ~ As_g4_ Auth Asgd 

31.3 Air Division 40 38 60 80 24 25 3 2 
558 USAF Band l 1 19 18 

6313 AB Wg & Det 54 50 344 381 53 55 260 248 
6313 AP Sq 8 9 617 569 l 1 231 229 
631.3 Civ Eng Sq 9 8 2Zl 203 86 84 783 758 
6313 Mat Sq · il 11 512 451 2.3 20 138 135 
6313 Sup Sq 15 15 366 315 20 19 576 556 
63.32d USAF Disp 32 40 84 80 4 4 33 30 
15 Phy Tng Flt 2 2 19 19 
Hq 18 Tac Ftr Wg 56 199 7 8 6 6 
12 Tac Ftr Sq 36 30 4 5 I 
44 Tac P'tr Sq 36 . 34 4 4 
67 Ta~ Ftr Sq 36 35 4 4 
15 Tac Rec Sq 22 28 
18 Fld Maint Sq 9 554 98 95 
18 A&E·Maint Sq 7 517 l 1 
18 Org Ma.int, Sq 5 5 368 311♦ 
418 Mun Ma1nt Sq 8 7 386 379 42 42 
498 Tao Msl Gp 28 33 93 139 3 J 3 2 
873. Tac Msl Sq 23 26 l.26 137 
87 4 Tac Msl Sq 24 26 125 153 
498 Mal Mai!)t Sq 1 1 217 218 

TOTAL 369 465 3,575 4,767 221 2.1.9 2,174. 2,104 



I 
r. 
i 
t 

KADENA AIR BASE 

Organization MILITARY 
Officor · Enlisted 

Attached ~ Asg<! ~ As&\ 

Det 4, l.Bt Med Svc Wg 2 l 6 6 
400 Mm1 Ma.int Sq ( T) 26 26 157 167 
Det 3, 9 Aero Med Sq l l 3 3 
11 Air Postnl Sq 3 18 27 . 192 

Dist Off 43, OSI 10 9 16 21 

net 2, 315 Air Div 2 2 5 6 
658 Tact Hosp 4 4 21 22 

600~ Ste.n/Eval Gp 33 31 22 21 
Det 8, _l Wea Wg 12 ).0 . 41 40 
1505 Sup Sq 23 22 193 184 
Det 3, 7651 AC&I Sq 1 1 5 5 
Det 12, 4440 A/C Del Gp 2 2 1 1 _ 

6922 Sec Wg (USAFSS) 38 34 415 347 
- 69Z'l Sec Sq & Det 15 18 465 610 

FTD ·911A 1 1 29. Z,. 

Fl'D 91lL, 3415 Tech Sch 1 l 14 14 
Det 2, 2875 GEEIA Sq · 1 1 25 28 

1038 Aud Gen 2 ·2 2 2 

Det 2, 1045 OE&T Gp 21 18 57 53 
1962 Comm Gp & Det 28 29 811 858 

P~CAF Manpower V a.l Team 2 2 2 2 

Det 2, Hq 3d Ai:r DiY (SAC) 1 1 7 8 

AFLC 

TOTAL 229 234 2,.324 2,617 
GRANT TOrAL 592 699 5,899 7;381. 

TCYl'AL DEPENIENT _STRE?«lTl-h 8,978 

As of 30 September 1963 

CIVILIAN 
u.s. Citizens Non-Citizens 

~ Asgd ~ Aegd 

1 1 

2 2 

4 4 3 3 

6 4 
5 5 

91 81 

l 1 

13 12 
1 l 

9 9 

35 32 143 131 
256 251 2~317 2,235 



NAHA AIR BASE 
As of JO September 1963 

Or.sanization MILITARY CIVILIAN Of.fleer Enlisted u.s. Citizens Non-CUizens Asaisn,~ ~ Asgd ~ Asgd Auth Asgd ~ Asgg 
51 PIW .38 42 158 154 9 -7 7 10 16 FIS 33 33 8 8 51 Fld Maint Sq 7 8 514 442 4 4 52 74 51 A&E Maint Sq 12 10 298 276 l 51 Org Ma.int Sq 7 6 409 358 10 8 51 AB Gp 32 38 153 184 18 15 40 37 51 Support Sq 19 15 188 191 5 5 245 245 51 Mat Sq a 7 308 262 12 12 119 ll6 51 Civ Eng Sq 6 5 ll3 ill 60 42 428 411 51 AP Sq 3 6 176 157 1 197 198 62.3 AC&W Sq & Det 56 57 437 479 139 135 6351 USAF Disp 23 22 48 55 2 2 23 20 

TOTAL 244 249 2,810 2,677 110 88 1,260 1,254 



r NAHA AIR BASE As of 30 September 1963 

I Organization MILITARY CIVILIAN . 
Officer Enlisted u.s. Citi.zene Non-Citizens 

Attached ~ lli.<.! ~ ~ ~ Asgd Auth Asgd 

Det 1, 315 Air Div 18 18 26 29 1 1 
21 TC Sq (315 AD) 76 71 91 90 
35 TC Sq (315 AD) 62 63 43 40 
817 TC Sq (315 AD) 62 61 43 39 
33 ARS (MATS) 30 31 99 91 
2152 Comm Sq (AFCS) 11 12 363 357 3 3 25 24 
5 Canm Sq (315 AD) l 1 19 19 
Det 5, 1 Med Svc Wg 2 2 3 6 
Det 2, 11 Air Post Sq 1 1 12 15 1 1 
Det 1, 7 Aer Port Sq 6 5 78 79 29 27 
Det 1, Dist Off 43, OSI 2 1 3 2 · 1 l 
Det 14, 1 Wea Wg (MATS) 4 4 21 18 3 3 
FTD 909F (ATC) 1 1 25 26 
1038 Aui Gen (Hq Cond) 4 ,~ 1 1 
Det J, 313 Air Div 4 4 . 24 20 
AFLC 2 2 
r,oru,t Guard {Treas Dept) 5 5 

TC1l'AL 284 279 851 832 6 6 64 61 

GRAND TCJrAL 528 528 · 3,661 3,509 116 94 1.,324 1,315 

TOTAL DEPENDENT STRENGTH: 4,990 



KADENA AIR BASE 
As of 31 Ootober 1963 

Orsanization MILITARY 
CIVILIAN Officer Enlisted u.s. Citizens Non-Citizens Assigned ~ Asgd ~ Asgd 

~ A!!&! ~ Asgd 
313 Air Division 39 42 6o 76 24 23 3 2 5 58 USAF Band 1 - 1 19 18 63]3 AB Wg & Det 55 52 348 392 53 56 ·251 249 6Jl3 AP Sq 8 10 617 591 1 l 231 231 6313 Civ Eng Sq 8 9 217 207 8? 83 787 762 6Jl3 Mat Sq 11 1.3 5<17 462 _ 23 21 144 135 6313 Sup Sq 16 16 333 324 20 . 23 531 548 6332 USAF DUp 32 40 84 83 4 3 33 30 _ 15 Phy . Tng Flt 2· 2 19 19 Hq 18 Tnc Ftr · Wg 55 203 7 8 6 6 12 Tac Ftr Sq .36 35 4 4 44 Tac Ftr Sq .36 36 4 4 67 Tao Ftr Sq 36 33 4 4 15 Tac Rec Sq . 24 28 18 Fl.d M&int Sq 10 551 100 96 18 A&E ~ Sq 8 500 

l l 18 Org Maint Sq 5 4 .368 .308 418 Ml.ln Maint Sq 8 7 .386 .389 
42 42 498 Tac Mel Gp 28 31 9.3 l.54 3 3 1 0 873 Tac Msl Sq 23 27 126 135 874 Tac Mal Sq 24 Zl 125" 181 498 Mel Maint Sq l 1 216 217 

TOTAL 369 483 3,530 4,850 222 22l. 2,1.30 2,102 



ii 

KArENA AIR BASJi,; As of 31 October 1963 

Organization MILITARY CIVILIAN 
Officer Enlisted u.s. Citizens Non-Citizens 

Attached ~ Asgd ~ Asgd Auth Asgd ~ - Asg_d 

Det 4, 1st Med Svc Wg 2· 2 6 9 
400 Mun Maint Sq ( T) 26 25 156 163 1 1 
Det 3, 9 Aero Med Sq l l 3 3 
11 Air Postal Sq 3 17 27 192 2 2 
Dist Off 43, OSI 13 8 20 21 4 4 3 3 
Det 2, 315 Air Div 2 2 5 6 
658 Tac Hosp 4' 4 25 .23 
6002 Stan/Evnl Gp 33 32 22 21 6 6 
Det 8, l Wen Wg 12 9 41 IIJ 5 5 
1505 Sup Sq 22 22 19) 177 91 85 
Det 3, 7651 AC&I Sq 1 1 5 5 
Det 12, 4440 A/C Del Gp 2 2 l 1 
6922 Sec Wg (USAFSS) .39 37 344 351 
69'ZJ Sec Sq & Dat 16 17 503 553 
FrD 911A l 1 29 27 
Fl'D 911L, 3415 Teoh Sch 1 l 14 14 
Det 2, 2875 GEEIA Sq 2 l 41 26 l 
1038 Aud Gen 3 3 3 2 1. 1 
Det 2, 1045 CE&T Op 21 19 57 54 
1962 Camn Op & Det 26 . 27 766 854 12 12 43 40 
PACAF Manpower Val Team 2 1 2 2 l 1 
Det 2, Hq 3d Air Div (SAC) 1 . l 8 8 

. AFLC 9 9 

TOTAL 2.3.3 233 2,Z'/3 2.,552 34 34 145 135 

GRAND T<1I'AL 602 716 5,803 7,402 - 256 255 2,275 2,275 

TOrAL IEPENDENT STRENGffl1 9,114 



NAHA Am BASE 
As of 31 October 1963 

Orsanizntion MILI'rARY 
ClVILIAN Officer Enlisted u.s. Citizens Non-Citizens AssignecJ. fil!.!:.h Asgd ~ As_m ~ Asgd ~ Asgd 

51 Fnl 40 42 154 148 9 9 6 7 16 FIS 33 32 8 a 51 Fld Maint, Sq 7 8 554 434 4 4 -52 70 51 A&E Mnint Sq 12 11 255' 270 l 0 51 Org Maint Sq 8 6 400 355 10 8 51 AB Gp 33 37 154 187 16 15 40 36 51 Support Sq 14 14 174 176 5 5 267 251 51 Mat Sq 8 7 294 265 11 12 124 120 
). 

51 Civ Eng Sq 6 5 118 llO 59 59 421 41.4 1 
51 AP Sq 3 6 174 136 1 202 202 623 AC&W Sq & Det 54 55 1._37 473 ]33 134 6351 USAF Disp 23 26 48 52 2 2 23 20 

'roTAL 241 249 2,770 2,614 106 107 1,279 · 1,262 



NAHA AIR BASE As of 31 October 196J 

Orgo.nizo.tion ~JLITARY CIVILIAN 
Officer Enlisted u.s. Citizens Non-Citizens 

Attached 1 ~ Asgd !$.h Asgd ~ Asgd Auth Asgd 

Det 1, 315 Air Div 18 18 26 28 1 1 
21 TC Sq (315 AD) . 76 69 91 91 
35 TC Sq (315 AD) 62 63 L..3 45 ,· 

817 TC Sq (315 AD) 62 62 43 41 

1 33 ARS (MATS) 30 · 28 98 86 
2152 Cooun Sq (AFCS) 12 14 305 360 3 3 24 23 
5 Comm Sq (315 AD) 1 1 19 20 • 
Det 5, l Med Svc Wg 2 2 6 5 

-I 

_Det 2, 11 Air Poat Sq 1 1 17 16 l l 
Det 1 1 7 Aer Port Sq 6 5 80 69 29 28 
Det 1, Dist Off 43, OSI 2 l 3 2 1 l 
Det 14, 1 Wea Wg (MATS} · 4 4 25 18 3 ~ 

./ 

FrD 909F (ATC) 1 1 Zl Z7 
1038 Aud Gen (Hq Comd) 4 4 1 l 1 

Det 3, 313 Air Div 4 4 24 19 
AFLC 2 
Coast Gu.am (Treas Dept) 5 5 

TOTAL 285 277 808 -828 6 6 63 61 

GRAND TOTAL 526 526 3,578 3,442 112 ll3 1.,342 1,323 

'l'OTAL DEPENDENT STRENGTH: 5,030 



KAIENA AIR BASE 
As of 30 November 1963 

CIVILIAN 
or.ganize.tion 

MILITARY 
Officer Enlisted u.s. Citizens Non-Citizens 

Assigned !.4.!:h Asgd ~ Asgd ~ Asgd ~ Asgd 

313 Air Division · 39 43 (:x) 78 24 23 3 3 

558 USAF Be.nd 1 1 19 18 

6313 AB Wg & net 55 54 348 3a6 53 56 251 255 

6313 AP Sq 8 10 617 617 1 l 231 230 

6313 Civ Eng Sq 8 9 217 209 fr! 84 ?@fl 767 

6313 Mat Sq 11 13 5C'f/ 4/:,6 23 22 144 135 

6313 Sup Sq 16 16 333 . 326 20 23 . 531 546 

6332d USAF Diff P 32 40 a,., . 83 4 4 33 31 

15 l'hY Tng Flt 2 2 19 · 18 

Hq 18 Tac Ftr Wg 58 205 7 8 6 6 

12 Tac Ftr Sq 36 36 4 · 4 

44 To.c Ftr Sq 36 36 4 4 

67 Tac Ftr Sq 36 34 4 5 

15 Tac Rec Sq 24 28 

18 Fld Maint Sq 8 542 
100 95 

18 A&E Me.int Sq 9 485 
l 1 

18 org },taint Sq 5 5 368 341 

418 Mun Ma.int Sq 8 8 386 381 
42 42 

498 Tao Msl Gp 28 31 93 162 3 3 1 l 

873 Tac Mal Sq 23 26 126 lSO 

87 4 Tac Msl Sq 24 26 125 190 

·498 Mel Ma.int Sq l 1 216 243 

TOTAL 369 490 3,530 4,941 222 224 2.130 2,112 



KAIENA AIR BASE As of 30 November 1963 

Organization MILITARY CIVILIAN 
Officer Enlisted u.s. Citizens Non-Citizens 

Attached Auth Asgd ~ Aagd ~1!1:12 Aagd ~ Asgd 

Det 4, lBt Med Svc Wg 2 2 6 6 
400 Mun Maint Sq ( T) 26 25 156 161 1 l 
Det 3, 9 Aero Med Sq 1 1 3 3 
11 Air Poatnl Sq 3 17 'ZI 193 2 2 
Dist Off 43, OSI 13 9 20 21 4 4 3 3 
Det 2, 315 Air Div 2 2 5 6 
658 Tac Hosp 4 4 25 27 
6002 Stan/Eval Gp 33 32 22 20 6 6 
Det 8, 1 Woa. Wg 12 9 41 40 5 5 
1505 Sup Sq 22 22 195 182 91 89 
Det 3, 7651 AC&I Sq 1 l 5 5 
Det 12, 4440 A/C Del Gp 2 2 l 1 
6922 Sec Wg (USAFSS) 39 37 344 341 
69Zl Sec Sq & Det 16 19 503 585 
FTD 9llA 1 1 29 25 
FTD 9llL, .3415 Tech Sch l 1 14 15 
~t 2, 1045 OE&T Gp 21 13 57 55 

. 1962 Comm Gp & Det 26 29 766 863 12 12 43 .40 
Det 2 1 2875 GEEIA. Sq 2 i. 41 25 1 1 
10,38.Aud Gen 3 3 3 2 l 1 
PACAF Manpower Val Team 2 l 2 2 l 1 
Det 21 Hq 3d Air Div (SAC) 1 l 8 8 
AFLC 9 9 

TC1l'AL 233 232 2,Zl3 2;586 34 34 145 140 

GRAND TOTAL 602 722 5,803 7,527 256 258 2,21'> 2,252 

T<YrAL IEPENIENT STRENGTHa 9,213 



NAHA Affi BASE 
As of 30 November 1963 MILITARY 

CIVILIAN 
Officer 

Enlisted u.s. Citizens Non-Citizens 

Organization 
Auth Asgd Auth ~ Auth As,&! Auth As&d 
----- ---- - -Assi.-med 

---
51 Fr,i-

4D 4D 154 154 9 7 6 6 

16 FIS 
33 32 8 8· 51 Fld MD.int Sq 
7 9 554 438 4 4 52 70 

51 A&E Mnint Sq J2 11 255 271 
1 0 

51 Org Mnint Sq 
8 4 400 354 

10 8 

51 AB Gp 
33 36 154 228 16 17 4D 37 

51 Support Sq 
14 12 -174 173 5 5 267 254 

51 Mat Sq 
8 7 294 282 ll 12 124 120 

51 Civ Eng Sq 
6 4 118 104 59 58 421 416 

51 AP Sq · 3 5 174 156 
1 202 .201 

623 AO&W Sq & D~t 
54 54 437 456 

133 134 

6351 USAF Disp 23 26 48 55 2 2 23 22 TOTAL 
240 2,770 2,679 106 106 1,279 ·1.,268 



NAHA AIR BASE As of 30 November 1963 

Organizntion MILITARY ClYILIAN 
Officer Enlisted u.s. Citizens Non-Citizens 

Attached ~ Asgd ~ Asgd ~ Asgd ~ Asgd 

net 1, 315 Air Div 18 17 26 27 1 1 
21 TC Sq (315 AD) 76 71 91 88 
35 TC Sq (Jl5 AD) 62 63 43 46 
817 TC Sq (315 AD) 62 62 43 41 
5 Comm Sq (315 AD) 1 1 19 23 
2152 Comm Sq (AFCS) 12 12 305 356 3 3 24 23 ~ 

33 ARS (MATS) 30 Z"1 98 88 
Det 5, l .!;fed Svc Wg 2 2 6 . 5 
Det 2, 11 Air Post Sq l l 17 14 1 1 
Det 1 1 7 Aer Port Sq 6 5 80 71 29 28 
Det 1, Dist Off 43, OSI 2 1 3 2 1 1 
Det 14, 1 Wea Wg (MATS) 4 4 25 18 3 3 
FTD 909F (ATC) 1 1 27 26 
1036 Aud Gen (Hq Cand) 4 4 1 1 
Det 3, 313 Afr Div 4 4 2.4 22 
AFLC 2 2 
Coast Guard (Treas Dept) 5 5 

TOTAL 285 Z75 808 828 6 6 63 61 

GRAND TOTAL 526 515 3,578 3,507 112 112 1,342 1,329 

TOI'AL DEPENDENT STRENGTH: 5,208 



KAilENA AIR BASE 
As of 31 December 1963 

· Orsruu.za.tion MILITARY 
CIVILIAN Officer Enlisted u.s. Citizens Non-Citizens 

Assigned 
~ Asgd Auth Asgd Auth Asgd !'ill! ~ - -313 Air Division 39 44 60 79 24 24 3 3 

558 USAF Band l l 19 20 6Jl3 AB Wg & Det 55 54 348 · 356 53 55 251 255 
6313 AP Sq 8 10 617 610 · 1 1 231 231 
6Jl3 Civ Eng Sq 8 9 217 216 87 84 78? 771 
6313 Mat Sq 11 12 507 465 23 22 144 142 
6313 Sup Sq 16 16 333 322 20 23 531 520 · 
6332d USAF Disp 32 38 84' 83 4 4 33 32 
15 Phy Tng Flt 2 2 19 19 Hq 18 Tac Ftr Wg 6o 204 7 8 6 6 
12 Tac Ftr Sq 36 35 4 4 44 Tac Ftr Sq 36 37 4 4 67 Tao Ftr Sq 36 35 4 5 1.5 Tac Rec Sq 23 29 18 Fld Maint Sq 

8 578 
100 96 

18 A&E Maint Sq 
9 479 

l l 
18 Org Maint Sq 5 5 368 316 418 Mun Maint Sq 8 7 386 379 

42 42 
498 Tac Mal Grp 28 33 93 159 3 3 l 1 
873 Tao_ Mal Sq 23 26 126 151 874 Tac Mal Sq 24 25 125 184 498 Msl M'aint Sq l l 21.6 · 263 

TOTAL 369 490 3,530 4,925 222 224 2,130 2.,100 

. · · 0 8 5. 4 . 



KADENA Affi BASE As of 31 Decmiber 1963 
., 

Organization MILITARY CIVILIAN 
Officer Enlisted u.s. Citizens Non-Citizens 

Attached Auth Asgd Auth A_sgd ~ As&,g ~ Aeg_d 

Det ' 4, 1st Med Svc Wg 2 2 6 5 
400 Mun .Maint Sq (T) 26 25 156 159 1 1 
Det 3, 9 Aero Med Sq 1 l 3 3 
11 Air Postnl Sq 3 17 27 195 2 2 
Dist Off 43, OSI 13 10 20 21 4 4 3 3 
Det 2, 315 Air Div 2 2 5 6 
658 Tac Hosp 4 5 25 25 
6002 Stan/Evnl Gp 33 32 22 20 6 5 
Det 81 1 Wea Wg 12 9 41 4D 5 5 
1505 Sup Sq 22 22 195 179 91 89 
Oat 3, 7651 AC&I Sq 1 1 . 5 5 
Det 12, 4440 A/C Del .Gp 2 l 1 l 
6922 Sec Wg (USAFSS) 39 28 344 323 
69Z! Sec Sq & Det 16 19 503 599 
FTD 9llA 1 1 29 26 
FTD 911L, ~415 Tech Sch l 1 14 15 
Det 2, '}}!7 5 GEEIA Sq 2 1 41 25 l 1 
1038 Aud Gen 3 3 3 2 l l 
Det 2, 1045 CFN1' Gp 21 22 57 51 
1962 Comm Gp & Det 26 28 766 · 881 12 12 43 39 
PACAF Manpower Vnl Team 2 1 ·2 2 1 1 
Det 2, Hq 3d Air Div (SAC) 1 l g 8 
AFI.C 9 9 

TGrAL 233 232 2;273 2,591 34 33 151 146 

GRAND TarAL 602 722 5,803 7,516 256 157 2,281 2,246 

TOO' AL IEPENDENT STRENGTH a 9,238 



NAHA AIR BASE As of 31 December 1963 

Organizntion MILITARY CIVILIAN 
Officer Enliated u.s. Cittzens Non-Citizens 

·Assigned ~ Asgd ~ Asgd Auth Asgd ~ Asgd 

51 FIW 40 42 154 155 9 7 6 7 
16 FIS 33 33 8 7 
51 Fld Mnint Sq 7 9 554 474 4 4 52 69 
51 MiE Maint Sq 12 11 255 27) 1 1 
51 Org Mnint Sq 8 4 400 384 10 7 
51 AB Gp 33 36 154 213 16 16 40 38 
51 Support Sq 14 13 111 .. 180 5 5 267 250 
51 Mat Sq 8 7 294 2:14 11 12 124 120 
51 Civ Eng Sq 6- 4 118 109 59 58 421 416 
51 AP Sq 3 4 · 174 161 1 202 199 
623 AC&W Sq & Det 54 54 437 450 133 133 
6351 USAF Disp 23 25 413 54 2 2 23 22 

TOTAL 24]. 242 2,770 2,734 lo6 105 1,279 1,262 
/' 
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NAHA Alli BASE As of 31 ~cetnber 1963 

Organization MILITARY CIVILIAN 
Officer Enlisted U.S. Citizens Non-Citizens 

Attached Aut.h Asgd ~ As_gd ~ Asgd - ~ Asgd 

Det 1, 315 Air Div 1$ 17 26 31 1 1 
21 TC Sq (315 AD) 76 69 91 96 
35 TC Sq (315 AD) 62 64 43 47 
817 TC Sq (315 AD) 62 59 43 42 
5 Conn Sq (315 AD) 1 1 19 23 
2152 Comm Sq (AFCS) 12 12 305 561 3 3 24 23 
33 ARS (MATS) 30 27 98 86 
Det 5, 1 Med Svc Wg 2 2 6 5 
Det 2, 11 Air Post Sq 1 1 17 14 1 1 
Det 1, 7 Aer Port Sq 6 5 80 72 
Det 1, Dist Off 43, OSI 2 1 3 2 1 1 
Det 14, l Wea Wg (MATS) 4 4 25 18 3 3 
FTD 909F (ATC) 1 l 27 26 
l.038 Al.¥1 Gen (Hq Comd) 4 4 l 1 
Det 3, 313 Air Div 4 4 24 18 
AFLC 2 -2 
Coast Guam (Treas Dept) 5 5 

TOTAL 285 2'71 808 842 6- 6 63 62 

GRAND TOTAL 526 513 3,578 3,576 112 ill 1,342!<'} 1,324 

T-oTAL DEPENDENT STRENG'ffl: 5,236 
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AP PENDIX 9 

THE WATER .SIIORTAGE SITUATION AND RESULTING CONSERVATJON PROGRAM 

Ty{,hoon s have hi st orically occupi ed an ambivalent pos ition in the· 

Ryukyu I s lands . Whil e Lheir destructive ways _have caused the inhabit

ont s to regard th em wjth fear and dread, the . islands' pronenes s to suffer 

from a shortage of water unle ss rain falls fairly frequently has oft en 

resulted in the peo·p1c 's opray ing _for .r typhoon. For with typhoons gen

erally comes watcr--though ther e are -s uch phenomena as "dry typhoons." 

At the same time, of course,· the citizenry have hoµcd that the typhoon 

winds would be sufficiently temperate to leave the islands batter ed, may

hap, but not leveled. 

Unfortunately for th e approximately one milli~n p~oµlc of the Ryu~ 

kyus (if we include the military and th e ir dependents, all of who~ con

sumed water none the less for being there only temporarily), a stra~ge 
6 ~ 

weather µattern began to manifest itself in 1962 . While the first half 

of th~ ye ar produced about the normal rainfall, that for the -sccorid half 

fell well below what was to be- expected; as Okinawa and the other islan~s 

of .the chain were. yisited by no typhoons worthy of the name.· As a con

sequence, Detachment 8, 1st Weather Wing, at Kadena Air Base, recorded 

only · 77 .36 ·inches of rainfall for 1962, while Detachment 14 at Naha Air 

Base registered even less--70.4~ inches. 

Things got decidedly worse as 1963 hove on the scene, Kade~a having 

received only 4.78 inches and Naha 8.14 inches by mid-year. Typhoons de

veloped to the south and east of Okinawa on numerous occasions, but all 

avoided the thirsty island as though it were entertaining the pla_gue. 



3 .l 3Lh AD, l 963-II, AJ)jJendi x 9 

On e of the fir s t tangibl e indications that th e military on· Okinawa 

we r e becoming conc ern ed about th e declining wat e r re serv es c ame in th e 

form of an ar t icle in th e 19 Apri l 1963 i ss ue. of th e Nairn Air nas e Ope ra

. tion Outpost, whi ch declared in bold headlines that there wa s a "Water 

2 

Shortage Herc." In thi s ar t icle, ~iajo.r Paul Heath, Naha Air Bas e 's Civil 

Engineer, took th e base personnel to task for not practicing conservation 

of wat e r to an ything •lik e t he extent which was neces s ary and of which they 

wer e capable. Moreover, he warn ed, if voluntary individual cons ervation 

were not practiced, wat er would be complet e ly shut off during certain 

periods of the day. Th e base had already clos ed down th e swimming pool s 

until th e er is is was over, and any washing of cars was · henc e forth . pro

hibited. Other conservation measures which a USARYIS (United States Army , 

Ryukyu Islands) circular had laid down, according to Major llcath, were (l) 

a prohibition was placed on the watering of lawns except with a sprinkl er 

can or pail; ( 2) concrete slabs or building roofs were not to be wett ed 

down; (3) showers were to be used in place of bathtubs, if possible; (4) 

all plumbing leaks were to be repaired immediately; (5) laundry was to be 

~ashed less frequentlf by increasing each machine load; and (6) all native 

I . d-
help was to be supervised, to insure that these ~eople also practice max-

imum conservation. 

Next, in the Operation Outpost of 10 May 1963, Major He~th told of 

USARYIS water officials ' discovery that the people of Okinawa utilizing 

the island-wide water . system were consuming 20 per cent more water than 

was being· received. This .situation poin.ted even more ineluctably to 

water rationing. the ·same issue carried~ front page arti~le giving de

tailed instruct ions on the emergency treatment of ·water ."when water r·ation

ing comes into effect." 
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At Detachment 2 , 623d AC&W Squadron, on Kume Jima, a sma ll jsland 

some 62 miles west of Kadena AB, the men wci1t wit hout s hower s not infre-

qucntly and practiced conservation to the u t most, in ord e r to have enough 

water to help the na_tivc Kumejiman s . '1.'he first village wcil had gone dry 

in February 1963, and sinc e that time th e s ite ·s water truck had made up 

to 10 trips a da·y, carrying ,J ,000 gallons daily for the s eve n villages of 

the island. Major Harry L. Van Quill, the detachment commander, commented 

that one could appreciate the plight of the natives only seeing c1t fir st 

hand the long lines_ which formed every time th e water truck came down the 

mountain from the res ervoir providently constructed some years before for 

Site P-54. At first there had been e nough water to assist the seven vil-

· 1ages without any effect on_ the detachme nt's consumption habits, but by 

May 1963 th is gesture of good wi 11 meant sac r.i f ice at the early warning 

-site. 

The integrated _water system on· Okinawa consisted of 10 reservoirs 

which · could normally produce 27 .8 mi 11 ion gallons of raw water per day, 

but already, by -3 May, this volume had declined to 22.8 -millions. 

On 9 May the Ameku and Beiryu Housing Areas, both withtn the Naha 

City limits, a~d the Naha fire station went on rationing which would 

,leave them without water 16 hours per day. 

At Camp S~kiran, one of the permanent bases occupied by the 3d Ma

rine Division, an imaginative warrant officer conceived the idea of dam

ming spring water in the camp's Habu Canyon, which was currently flowing 

into the sea. It was e.s t imated that' at the time of the program's i ncep

t ion on 25 Atay that it woul _d enable the Marines to supply some .7 , _500 gal ~ 

the vi llages of Ki~haba, Ogido, and Okusuku, after 



I 

313t h AD I l 963-·II • Append j x 9 4 

til e ·water had hec n purifi ed by field-tyµc water tre atmen t unit s . In time, 

moreover, it was calculat ed that the proj ect could vroduce mo re t han 

i 0,000 gallon s of purified water per day. 

All was not cooperation and mutual assistance between military and 

native populaces, however. At Shikiya Village , Chine n-Son, in south e rn 

Okinawa, around iOO v{l l ager~ gat hered at the local r eservoir on 23 hlay 

to demand exclusive right to the water which supplied Bucknerville Hous

ing Annex, Composit e Service Group, and a Hawk mis s ile s lte--al t ogeth er 

about 1,500 Americans. Previou~ly, the villagers had agreed to accept a 

share of the water for irriga tion of the rice fields grown on land for 

which the military was paying annual r ent but which it was not actuall y · 

using. According to this arrangement, the Army agreed to share th e wate r 

on a 60-40 basis, in order to save the crops on 30,000 tsubo of land. (A 

tsubo was 36 square feet of land.) 

At thi s _point, the villagers, led by Mayor Se iko Nagayoshi of Chinen

Son, changed their minds and ass embled at the r ese rvoir to enforce their 

demand for exclusive use of the water supply. In - anticipation of possibl e 

violence, 30 policemen were dispatched to the scene by the Yonabaru Police 

Station, but no physical clash took place. The trouble was settled two 

days later, when the Army agreed to supply water fpr irrigation from t he 

100 gallons~per-minute spring both day and night. 

As the unprecen~ented ~routh cb~tinued unabated, the Goverrior of Ka~ 

goshi~a Prefecture in Japan, Katushi Terazone, announced that the citizens 

of Ka~oshi~a would do what they could to~ard ameliorating the plight of 
I • • • 

,the people of Okinawa · by sending water on ship_s coming to ·Naha. The first 

. 1,400 ·gallons arrived aboard the Naha _Ma_ru on 9,000 ·gallo~s 



313th AD, 1963-Il, Apµendix 9 5 

more came in on the Naminoue ~mru the next day. The American vessels M. M..t. 

Dant and President Tyler followed suit on June 6th and 10th with 100 and 

130 tons of water r~spectively, which they pumped into the Naha water sys-

tern. 

On 7 June 1963, the Army annou~ced that much more inclusive water r~

tioning than heretofore would go into effect on the 9th, with some 90 per 

cent of the island to 6e affected. For many areas the new program would 

mean 18- hours a day without water until such time as enough rain fell to 

break Okinawa's worst ·ctry s pe 11 in some 70 years. For others it . wou J d 

mean a 10 to 50 per cent reduction in regular water supplies. The 10 per 

cent ~ho would continue to receive water ~s usual included Kadena Air Base, 

since it was connected to the main 16-inch pipeline leading directly from 

the Hirayama and Zukeyam~ reservoirs nearby. To turn off these water mains 

would impair Okihawa·s water-producing capacity, while also creating a 

fire danger, since water pressure would be reduced to a point ~here water 

could not be f6rced back into tributary pipes, if a fire occurred in areas 

where water rationing ~as in effe~t. Also, cutting off Kadena and the 

other areas serv~d directly by the 16-inch main pipes would mean sending 

out men t~ dig up and manually cut off a 100 or so valvei. Besides, if 

the main water pipe were shut · down, the island water system would lose 

water which the reservoirs did not nave the capacity to hold. 

Other areas whicb would not be . affected b{. the new rationing_-measures 

were those which had already been ;mbject·ed to strict water rationing ~as

ures, such a& the Naha area. - As a species of ~~ward for those areas which .. 
had voluntarily reduced water consumption to a bare mi"ni~m, t _hey, too, 
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·rhe following area s woul~ receive water at a reduced rate throughout 

each day: Camp ~,cTure ous (~iarine) would be reduced ·so per cent; Camp Court

ney ( Marine) 50 per cent; Kndena AB 10 µer cent; Marine Corps Air Facility 

Futem~ 50 per cent; Naha Port and the Wheel area (Army) JO per cent; and 

Naha AB 10 per cent. 

The drouth · received a t emporary repul se on 12 June, when Tropical 

St orm Ros e iHought about an inch of rain to Okfoawa and 2-1/2 inches to 

~iiy ako Jima, but even thi s wa s not cons i rler ed su ff ic icnt by Nah a C jty off i-

c i al s to warrant lifting wat er rationing th er e . 

At Na h a Ai r Bas c , ~1 a j or He at h , t he C i v i 1 E n g i nee ri n g Of f i c er n n d ex 
~ - . 

officio base water conscience, noted that Ros~·s rain w~s both too littl e 

and too late. Therefore, h~ found it neces s ary to instruct base personnel 

to wash dishes only once a day, to cut the frequ ency of clothes washing, 

~sing only full washer loads and cut t ing the rinse cycles, to reduc e toilet 

fl~shing consonant with respect for s anitary conditions, and to use only 

enough water to lather and th en rinse when taking a shower, never letting 

a steady stream of water flow uninterruptedly from the tap • 

. Where Tropical St orm Rose had failed, Typhoon Shirley succeeded, in 

a modest way. Rain which ·followed in the latter ' s wake on 18-19 June 

doused Kadena and the surrriunding area with 1.11 inches of rain, while 

officials at th_c Ryukyu Weath er Bureau in Naha City recorded a mere 0.3 

inch. Since, however, the reservoirs which fed the island integrat ed 

water system were chiefly in the . vicinity of Kadena Air Base, author i ties 

concluded that rationi~g could be lifted temporarily for a . few hours in 

some areas. 
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Despite these typhoon-induced rains and oth er showers which made 

June tile wettest month for Kadena AB s_ince November 1962 , with 4.70 in

ches gratefully received, personnel at _Naha AB continu~d to consume more 

water than was being produtcd. As a resuit, on 3 July the water was 

turned off at the oase for 19 hours each day, being available thereafter 

~nly from 1400 to 1900 hours daily. According to Major Heath, this was 

the first time in Naha Air Base's 18-year history that water had ' been 

rationed 011 the base. 

While offici-als refused to eliminate daily showers for airmen, they 

encouraged quick showers by having the handles taken off some of the 

showers in the barracks, theorizing correctly that the men waiting their 

turn would spur those under the showers to make short work of it. At the 

same time 9 families were directed not to fill their bathtubs each day, 

then carelessly drain the water left over the next day, as this t~ought

less procedure was "one of the greatest wasters" of water, according to 

engineering authorities. 

Bad as all this was, worse was to come. On lb July 1963, as rain

fall continued to be conspicuous for its absence, Naha AB announced that 

daily rationing was being increased from 19 to 20 hours each day, with 

water to flow through the µfpes only from 1500 to 1900 hours. Despite 

all this, howev~r, the populace at Na~a AB continued to use water with 

such profligacy during the hours it was turned on that the base ran out 

of water every . evening from 30 minute~ t9 an hour before the engineers 

s-hut the pipes off for t~e day _at l 900. Thus, the base actually had 

water available for only three and a fraction ho~rs each dayt 

7 
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··-

At the meeting of Area Joint Sub-Committee No. 4 (Logistic s ) on 3 

August 196~, Colonel C. E. Reid, USA, the sub-committee chairm~n, · pre

sented a memorandum cont a i II i 11g add Hi ona l stringent water cons erv at ion 

measures to be implemented around 31 August, if sufficient rain did 

not fa 11. be fore th at t i me • Th e f i rs t of t h cs e meas u res was t o II s e s a lt 

water for the sanitaty flushing of toilets and urinals; the second was 

to establish water stations at which potable water would be dispensed 

along the main lines for self-s•ervice distribution to organizations, 

families, and individuals; and the third wast o supply 24-hour potable 

water to meet operational requirements only. 

On 12 August 1963, Major William R. Catlin, Chief of 313th Air 

8 . 

Div i s i on ' s Ma in ten an c e Di v i s i on , r cc or de d t 11 e w at er u t i 1 i z at i on meas u res 

be ing followed in connection with the 5Jst Fighter Interceptor Wing wash . 

rack, normally a very heavy user of wat~r. First, F-102 aircraft were 

being washed only prior to periodic (PE) inspections, and even these were 

not complete washes, but applied only to the wheel wells and other areas 

found to be particularly dirty. If an aircraft were found to be re~son

ably _clean, it was not washed at all. Second, the C-130 aircraft were 

washed before going i~to the corrosion control facility for work, but 

even then the washing was limited to the areas of the plane where the 

contractor would be doing his work. Prior to PE inspections, ~he C-i30 

wheel wells only were washed. Third, two C-I30·s were being washed at 

Tachikawa AB, Japan, each week. An_d, though none had. yet been wash.ed 

, at Misjwa AR, Japan, during their visits to that base, · one per week 

might be washed there at a later date. Fourth, in the case of the 33d 
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Air Rescue Squadron·s HU-16·s _rotating between Clark AB, Philippine Islands, 

and Nalla, an attempt was made to ·wash as many as possible at Clark. When

ever it was ~ecessary to wash the 33ct·s helicopters, non-potable water del-,,.,?" 

ivered by truck was utilized. Fifth, while . the 51st Wing's wash rack was 

presently consuming three to five thousand gallons _of water each day, a 

project was underway to hook a 5,000-gallon trailer to the pump~ on the 

wash rack. This would allow non-potable water to be substituted for the 

limited washing ~till being done. 

The month of August 1963 saw a brief bettering of the acute water sit-

. tt'ation as 9.18 inches fell at Kadena and 8~·14 inches; however, even this 

aqu~tic effort was below the normal amount for ~hat month, ahd the next 

thre':i months witnessed a decided relapse in rain production. On 7 Novem

ber, accordingly, the U. S. Army Engineer Group began pumping salt water 

from the East China Sea to the Sukiran Troop Area through six-inch pipes 

specially installed fo·r sanitation purposes. Affected were the Army and 

Marine Corps units in the Sukiran ~rea. The mains carrying potable water 

into the troop barracks were shut off completely, and water for drinking 

and cooking was . delivered by truck. As the first phase of the project for 

installing salt water distribution pipelines t _o all Army areas, the Sukir

an job was to be followed in order by the Futenma, Sada, anct ·Chatan Hous

ing Areas, Camp Kue, and the Kishaba, r1aza, and Machinato-Naha Housing 

Areas. ' · 

Potable water for USARYIS family housing areas would be supplied on 

a ·self-service- bas is . from ~ater poi_nts to be installed by the Army Engin

eers in .each housing area. Salt water for family housing areas wourd be_ 
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delivered by truck from a water point in each housing area a nd stored in 

55-gallon drun,ls !Udjacent ·to each home. 

'l' 
11 

f . . he use of salt water or sanitary purposes, including the flushing 

of toilets, washing, and cleaning, was expected to save thousands of gal- · 

lons bf fresh water daily. Nevertheless, unless it rained soon, USARYIS 

officials declared that additional, more stringent water rationing meas

ures would have to be placed in effect. 

Although the order was . not strictly adhered to, the Army did extend 

salt water distribution to the housing areas as threatened. On 13 Novem

ber the Chatan and Sada Ho~sing Areas had their fresh water turned off, 

and the Kishaba Housing Area followed on the 20th, as did the Futenma 

Housing Area ori the 29th. 

Meantime, during th~ week of 11-15 November, 55~gallon drums with the 

tops removed had been distributed throughout Kadena Air Base as -waste

water containers to be used for flushing toilets, washing cars, and the 

like. In addition, a soµnd truck move~ through the family housirig areas 

blaring out tape-recorded announcements which told housewives what measures 

they should be taking to sav~ waten. 

At the same time, ridio and television outlets of the island--prin

cip_ally, but not exclusively, Armed Forces Rad_io ... Television Service (AFRTS), 

Okinawa--continued to can·y water conservation "commercials" :on a continu

ing basis, as did the .base newspapers, in the form of articles, editorials, 

and advert'iz~m.ents. School children in the base schools were also taught· 

water conservation m~asures by their teachers~ 

The 55-gallon containers scattered over Kadena Mr Base were soon 

followed by six-inch salt water lines, which linked t~e adjacent East Chin.a 
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Se a wit h th e en l i st e d men · s bar rack s • As i n t he c as e of t he µ i p e µrev -

iously laid by the Army into the Sukiran troop area, this pipe was in

tended to furnish water · for continual sanitary operation of the commodes 

and other purposes not requiring fresh water. However, the order to turn 

off the water was held in abeyance as long as pos s ible, in the hope that 

rain would fall in time; for it was realized that once sal~ water wa~ 

pumped into the s an i ~ ary pipelines, they wou l ct corrode and rust far more 

·· quickly than under normal us age • 

. Naha Air Base, for its part, stood on the verge of salt w~ter con

sumption and was the only military installation ~outh of Kadena which had 

not already been placed on a saline diet, -when hea~y rains finally fell 

during the. first ·week of December. An estimated 200 million gallons were 

added to the island reservoirs--enough water to take care of Okinawa's 

needs for about 20 d~ys. The following week, Kadena received an addi

tional 2 .19 inches and Naha 2.60 inches. The prayers for rain which hact · 

been conducted at tJase chapels and elsewhere had been answered. 

Following a heavy rain in the vicinity of Kadena, most water usually 

soaked into the ground, some ran into the reservoirs of . the island inte

grated water system, and some. p_oured into the Hijagaw·a and Tengan Rivers. 

These two streams carried water from the reservoirs to the USARYIS water 

treatment plants and filled the basins at the pumping stations • . 

In order to prevent this -water -fro·m going to waste by flowing over 

· the spillway and out to s~a, the Engineer ·Group announced on 6 December 

that they were temporari~y suspending the use of salt water -for sanitary 

purposes and make the surplus fresh water available for use, However, 

they wanted everyo·nc to u.nderstand that the water rationing program for 
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Oki°nawa was not at an end, l>ut would continue until the reserve supply was 

adequate for the island s needs. 

On 10 December the Army Engineers announced that water rationing would 

be resumed at 1900 that night in the Sukiran and Machinato troop areas, as 

well as the Kishaba, Futenma, Chatan, Sada, and lower Plaza family ho~sing 

areas, inasmuch as t11e runoff of fresh water from t11e previous w~ek · s heavy 

rains was almost ended. Koza Gity would also retur~ to a 12-hour water ser

vice every other day between the hours of 1000 and 2200. 

To the intense relief of everyone ~oncerned, _1.2 more inches of rain 

fell on Kadena and 2.0 inches on Naha that same day, causing the engineers 

to postpone the resumption of rationing until at least 13 December. Miyako 

received six inches--a record for the Ryukyus"in 1963~-and Yaeyama, which 

was more sorely afflicted oy the long drouth, received four lifesaving 

inches of water. When 13 December rolled around, the Army announc_ed that 

water rationing had ·again been "temporarily suspended," but, at the same 
... 

time, urged that those people having access to salt water continue to use 

it for sanitary. purposes, in order to conserve the fresh water ·and post

pone the . return to rationing as long as possible. 

Having said tnis, the U. ·s. Army authorit"ies quietly allowed the sub.,. 

. ject of water rationing to subside into . the Uinbo of yesterday·· s events 

and mentioned _it no more, as rain continued .to fall with more than normal 

frequency. By the end _of December, Kadena had recorded 13.09 inches of 

rainfall for the month--an all-time record precipitation for December-

While Naha showed 5.76 inches on its ,ain chart. With this dow~pour, any 

further need for rationing we~t out the window•-or, perhaps more appropri

ately, down the drain. · 
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Janun.ry 

Februnry 

Murch 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August -

September 

October 

November 

Decemb_er 

TOTAL 

. Det. 8 
·Kudena AB 

1.41.11 

1.19 11 

0.58 11 

2.-79 11 

5.34" 

2.6011 

1.72" 

RAINFALL D/iTA FOR 1963 

Dct . 14 -
Nc,ha AB 

1.92 11 

1.09 11 

1.39" 

0.53" 

8.14" 

5.55" 

1.13 ,, 

1.91" 

--2&'' 
34.16!1 

13 

I 
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APPENDIX 10 

ISSUES OF AVIATION PETROLEUM 

AT KADENA AND NAHA AIR BASES 
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ISSUES OF AVIATION PETROLEUM 

(All Figures in Gnllons) 

..rw 126~ 

~ JP-!t • ll~Lll;t2, 1100 Oil 1010 Oil 7808 Oil 

Ko.dena 4,438,301 1,388,612 12,998 84 980 
Nnha 2,247,102 337,516 705 120 2,082 

TarAL 6,685,403 1,726,128 13,703 204 3,062 

J_\UgUst 196d 

~ JP:!i __ n5L1A2 llOO Oil 1010 Oil 7800 Oil ) J 

Kadena 3,316,885 1,191,781 ll,740 156 697 
Naha 2.,183,815 464,845 605 108 1,710 I TOTAL 5.,500,700 1,656,626 · 12,345 264 · 2,407 

Se~ooiber 126~ 

~ JP-~ 112L!!i~ 1100 Oil 1010 Oil '7808 Oi.1_ 

Kadena 3,440,057 1,234,636 13,833 157 ·;, 913 
f>.!Bha 2.,026,54'.3 252,1.37 60 1,680 

TOTAL 5,466,600 1.,586,773 13,833 217 2,593 

October 196;! 

~ JP~ ll~L~~ 1100 Oil 1010 Oil 7808 Oil 

Kndena '3,978,720 . 1,254,377 13,777 289 702 
Nnha . 2,503,313 _336,0ll 1,294 144 l,9ro 

TOTAL 6.,482.,03.3 1,590,388 15,CITl 433 2,622 
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ISSUES OF AVIATION PETROLEUM 

(All Figures in Gnllona) 

~ovember 1262 

~ JP-!! 11U142_ 1100 on 1010 Oil zaoo ou 
\\ 

Ka.dens. 3,691,6oO 1,052,120 10,041 48 720 
Nahe. 2,155,827 335,790 488 54 1,620 

TOTAL 5,847,427 1,387,910 10,529 102 2,340 

December 1262 

~ JP-It U2/14~ 1100 Oil . 1010 ·011 1808 Oil 

Ka.dena. 3,0'11 ,102 931,Cf}6 9,110 24 408 
Naha 1,587,976 280,207 381 123 2,086 

TOTAL 4,665,078 1,211,303 9,491 147 2,494 
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5AF i?EGULATION 
NO. 23-4 

5A:fi'R 23-4 

HEADQUAFl'I'ER.S FIFTH AIR FORCE 
APO 925 24 November 1961 

Organization nnd Mission - Field 

. 313TH AIR DIVISION 

PURPOSE: To state the mission and responsibilities, and outl ine command 
relation~hips of the 313th Air Division. 

1. Mission. The mission of the 313th Air Division is to maint.ain ·assigned 
and attached forces a.t a degree of · combat readiness t hnt will insure the 
success of directed militnry opemtions. 

I 

2. Q._rganization. The 313th Air Division is a subordinate COJJLlTu..'1.nd of- Fifth 
Air Force. It is provided with a headquarte rs and such units and facilitie s 
necessa:ry to accomplish its mission and to carry out Fifth Air Force air 
defense resronsibilities in the 313th Air Division area. · 

3. ResJxms.ibilities. The Commander, 313th Air Dlvision, will: 

a. Ex~rcise command of assigned units except for that direct control 
reta ined by t he Comr.iander, Fifth Air Force, over offensive tactical forces. 

b. Control and/or support v.ttnched units o.s directed. 

c. Organize, administer, equip, and train assigned and .attached units 
and - ccmbat crews in accordance with directives, p,licies and plans issued 
by this and higher headquarters. -

d. In cooroination with commands having contiguous, related, or sup
p,rting responsibilities, prepare plans as required in support of Fifth· 
Air~Force em.ergency arrl contingency war plans. 

e. Insure . that combat training is c.onducted in accoroance with existing 
directiv~s µnd oriented toward the develQpnent of an operational capability 
consist.ent .with tas}<s assigned in current ·war plans, operational plans, · arrl 
oper~tions orders. Tolphneis will be placed upon the specif-ic plans and 
directives listed in .Attachment 1. 
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f. Insure thnt nll combat a nd combat direct. supl'.X)rl units nt:"'3 

furnished with pln.ns, dire ctives, and operotional orders a nd command 
policy guidance in sufficient detail to provide the total guidance neces
sary to mnintain·a high degree of combnt r eoo.iness. 

/. 

g. Insure the publication n.nd maintenance . of genernl and domestic 
emergency . pl:ms. 

h. Moni tor the developnent and conduct of tm.ining programs to include: 

(1) Technical troining necessnry to fulfill ·Fifth Air Force require
ments for technicnl nnd other specialized . personnel • 

. (2) General military troining in accordance with applicable AF Unit · 
Training Standards. 

(3) Assist in nircrew, ground crew, technical and other training 
for military members · of friendly foreign Mtions under the Military Assistance · 
Program us required. 

(4) Other trn.ining as directed. 

i. _ Contribute toward develop:nent of: 

(1) Tactics and techniqu~s of aerial warfare. 

(2) Requirements for new wen.pons and wen.pon systems. 

(3) Improved utilization of current. wen}X)ns and wenpon systems. 

j. Provide a ircrn.ft for, and supervision over, nnnual flying require
~ents of assigned and attached aircrew personnel outlined in AFR 6o-3. 

k. Provide admini~trative nnd l~gistic support, ns d-irected. 

1. Support. the Strategic Air Canmand, Militnry Air Transport Service 
and other USAF activities in accordance with the current priorities of 

. progrrunmed units as reflected on current USAF progrP.JnJning docwnent • 

. m. When directed, exercise operntional control of forces other than 
those of -the United States._ 

n. Exerche opero.tional control of US Anny and Navy antiaircrnft 
artillery-, ·surface-to-air missile units, e.rid _other antiaircraft artillery 
mnde available for integration into the 313th Air Division air' defense 
t,Jst e.i-n • 

:o. Repre~ent CINCP,AC and CI CPACAF in' cooroina.tion of a ll,airs~nce 
and· air trotrio control matters within ·t he Okioowa Flight lnforlnntion 
RQgion. 
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p. Conduct search nnd rescue ope rEttions n.s directed. 

q. · Orgn.nize and administe·r a n effective flight, missile ,nucler. r, 
and ground sn.fety prog rG..1--n within all assigned and nttn.chcd Air F'orce units. 

r. . Provide for sust..'lined -int e rnal _ security and expand c~d security 
emergency prote ction of nssigned Air Force instn.11.ations. 

s. Provide for the devc lop.-rnent, construction, maintenance, a.nc_l oper:... 
nt.ion of assigned instalL1.tions required in supP'.)rt of the mission. 

t. Exercise general courts-:-,11nrtial jurisdiction over nssigned units 
of Fifth Air Force in the Ryukyu Islands. 

u. Cooroinate with nnd provide nssistn.nce to othe r United States 
military sel"V'iccs a nd govermnentn.l agencies to include: 

(1) Forrnulating ilr!<il jointly planning local ground defense s earch 
and rescue, civil disturbn.nce, typhoon, nnturnl dis(l.ster, military facility 
recovery, emergency noncombatant. evn.cuntion, and special demonstrntio.n 
plnns, with local Army, Nnvy, Mnrine nnd ~overnme ntn.l n.gencies. 

(2) - Participating in combined training am operations with locnl 
Anny, Navy, Marine, and gove :rnment.D-1 agencies as directed by the COil1Jllc1.nder, 
U .s. · Forces. 

(3) Coortlinnting with n.ppropria.te local Army, Navy, am l'1nrine 
conurnrrlers to insure uninterrupted opemtion of jointly used facilities 
and installations. 

(4) Contributing personnel to the Joint-Service Ryukyunn Anned 
Services Police Force and the Ryukyuan Army and Air Force Exchange SoT'V'ice. 

(5) After cooipletion of appropriate agreements, providing a base, 
training .facilities and suppo"rt for Naval Fleet Activities offensive and 
defensive tmining arrl weapons testing operations. 

( 6) Suppo_rting the en CPACR.~P, Ryukyu Islnnds, in the discharge of 
his joint service responsibilities by ·serving as the Air Force member of 
the Area Joint Committee nnd by providing appropriate Air Force manbership 
to the Joint Planning Group, all subC?Ommitt~es ~rrl pnnels. 

(7) Coo:t'1inating with appropriate locnl United States governmental 
authorities, all Air rorce activities which hnve an impact on the civil 
economy or. affect civil activities. 

(8) Supporting the High Commissioner of the Ryukyu Islands in t he
dischnr_ge ·of the United Stntes civil administ mUon re~ponaibiUtieo in 
_the_Ryukyu ~slande. 



5AF'R 23-4. 

v. Insure that. nll commnnders and st.n.ff officers nl'e fmnilinr with 
the principles n.nd policies contained in Joint. ChieTG of St aff Publication: 
Uni.tied Act.ions Armed Forces. 

w. Insure prernration of mission directives for nll ,'.'.l.ssigned unit s 
r eporting directly to Hq 31Jth · Air Division. 

x. Insure that mission di:roct:tves hnve been prepared for nll units 
within the division n.rrl require t:.ho.t nll mission direct ives be reviewed 
semi-annually nnd updated when required. · 

4. Mi.scella.neous. On mntt.P-rs pertaining to the mission r.tnd re s ponsibilities 
of the uir division, the Corrunr.mder, 313th f\.ir Division, is authorized to 
communicate directly with other Fifth Air Force subordina t.e nnd friendly 
force conun;.,tndern, except ns otherwis e directed by th1.s or higher headquarters. 

OFFICIAL 

GR~t}ORY Q. S'l'P.NLEY 
Lieutennnt Colonel, USAF 
Asnt Direct.pr of Administrative Services 

4 

,JACOB E. SHART 
Lieutenant Generol, USAF 
Corre:rvi.nder 

1 Attachment. 
Ll.sti1:1g of Plans n.nd Directives 

I . 



LISTPTG OF PL ANS AND DilIBC-.rIVES 

1. Training: 

n. · PACAFM 51-2 
b. PACAfl.i 51-3 
c. PACAFM 51-/~ 
d. PACAFM 51-6 
e. 5~F OPlnn 135-59 
f. 5AF OPlnn 138-59 

2. O~raUons: 

a . .PACAFM 55-4 
b. PACA1'l1 55-5 
c. PACAF'M 55-7 
ct. PACAFM 55-8 
e. 5AF OPlan 109-59 
f. 5AF OPlnn 146-60 
g. 5AF OPlan 164-60 
h. 5.AF OPlan 17 5-60 
i. PACAF Procedures for Positive Control 

3. Emergency and Contingency War Plllns: 

a. 5AF GWP 1-61 
~ b. 5AF OPlan 25-6. 

c. 5AF OPlan Z7-60 
d. 5AF·oPlnn 32-59 
e. 5AF OPlan 152-60 

A~tachment l 



5AF REGUI.ATION 
NO. 55-18 

5AFR 55-18 

HEAD1UARTERS FIFTH AIR FORCE 
APO 925 11 September 1962 

Ope mt.ions 

DIVIS ION/WING AR.SAS OF RESPONSIBILITY 

PURPOSE: To delineate the 3.l"ell.S of air defense responsibility to sect or 
canmanders within Fifth Air Force's Fn.r !~n.st Air Defense Region. · 

1. Applicability •. This regulation applies to air division/wing com
manders designated n.s n.ir defense sector -communders and pertainD only to 
the aren of respmsibility chargeable to the Commarder, Fifth Air Force. 

2. Sxplanation of Tenns·: 

n. Area of responsibility. '£'he geographical nrea nssigned for the 
purpose of allocating surveill.a.nce . and reporting resp:,nsibilities in con
sonance with nir defense cnJ:Xl,bilities. 

b. A°ir Defense Sector. The nrea of responsibility assigned to an 
Air Defense Control Center ard bounded by established ADIZ. 

G" Fur East Air Defense Region. The area of resp:,nsibility assigned 
to Fifth Ai :r Foree. 

3~ Fi£th Air Force Sector Commnnders. The air defense se~tor commanders 
within the Far Enst Air Defense Region are as follows: 

a. Northern Air Defense Sector. - Commander, 39th Air Division. 

b. Central Air Defense Sector - Cominn.nder, 41st Air Division. 

c. · Western A_ir Defense Sector - Commc'\nder, 8th Tactical F.ighter Wing . 

d. Korean Air Defense Sector - Com.mnnder, ,314th Air Division. 

e. _Okinnwnn Air Defense Sector .- Canmarder, 313th Air Division. 

4. Reepgnaib!lit ies of Air Def e!lse Secto_r . Conun:nnders. The sector 0001-

~der has operational ·jurisdiction over t he air defense forces in 
his oeetor and is responsible for the conduct of t he air defense opcrotion 
in. hie area · of :resJ)Onaibillty-•. 

Thh regUlation supersedes . 5AFR 55-18, l1+ Jan 60. 
OPl s · 5,0DC ( 5F0ctr~-J)} · . , - . 



5AFR 55--18 

5. Areas of Res ponsibility • . The Far East :tegbn i s d i vided i nto t he 
fo l lowing a reas of responsibility : 

a . 39t h A:i.r Division. The a rea encompassed by t he point s 45°45 1 N 
145°45' E thence south along t his meridian to 44°26 1 N 145° 45 1 E-thence 
southwest to 1-44°03 1 N 145°19,· F, t !'lence three miles p,1rnllel from the · coast 
of ·Hokka ido to 1+3°60 1 N 14 5°22 1 E t ' ence to43°26• N .145°48 130" E thence 
to 43°23 115" N 145 50 135 11 P.; t hence 43°20' l\! 145°52 1 E t hence three miles 
pnm llel from the con.nt of Hok.l<nido to 43°16 1 N 145°44 1 E th ence to 42°47 1 

N 146°23 1 E thence ·general ly northeast, st aying 40 nautical miles of f the 
easte rn flnnk of the Kurile Island · cha1.n t o 52°30 1 N 160° E t hence south 
to 38° N 16o0 E t h en ce west to 39° N 140° E t hence northwest to 42° N 
131 ° 40' E t hence generally northe ns't stnytng 40 nautical mile s of f the 
easte rn flank of t he USSR to 45°45 1 N 138°45' E thence . east t o starting 0 . 
point 45°45 1 r 145 h5' E • . 

b. 41st . Air Division. The area enc_ompn ssect by t he goint,s 38° N 160° 
E south to 30° N 1606 E west to 30° N 134° E north to 36 N 134° 

0
E north

t-iest to 37°16' N 133° E north t o 41°35, N 133° E southeast to 39 N lL,..0° 
E east to 39 N 142°30' E southeast to 38° N 144°38' E thence east t o 
starting point 38° N 160° E . 

c. 8th TacUca.l Fi~ter Wi ng. The a rea encompassed by the points 37°17 1 

N 133° E southeast to 3 N 134 ° E · south to 30° N 134 ° E west to 30° N 
123° E north to 32° N 123° E northwest. to 33° N .121°50 1 E east t.o 33° N · 
127° northeast to 3 5°13 1 N 129° 48 1 E to 36°. N 130°30 1 E to start:ing point 
37°17 1 N 133° E •· 

0 · 0 
d. 313th Air Division. The a rea encompassed by the points 30 N 145 E 

s outhwest to 236 N 132° E west to 23° N 123° E north to 30° ·N 123° E thence 
en.st t o starting µ,int J0° N 145° E . 

e. 314th Air Division. The o.rea encompassed by the points 41-0 35, N 
133° E south to 37617 1 N 133° E southwest to 36° N 130°301 E to 35°13 1 N 
129°48 1 E to 33° N 127° E west to 33° N 121°501 E t hence generally north, 
east and $outh along a · line 40 nautical miles off the Chir~~-North Koren 
con.st to a point 40 nautical miles southwest of the weste rn end of the · 
DMZ -thence along center of DMZ to point 40 nautical miles northeast of 
eastern end of DMZ thence generally nort~ along a. !ine 40 nautical miles 
off the North Korea-ghinn coast ·to · point 42° N 131 40 1 E thence southeast 
to starting point 41 35 1 N 133° E. . . . · · 

01-"'FI C IAL; 

GLA.DYS M • . NEI.SON 
Lieutenant C-olonel, USAF 
Directo:r of". Acbnirustmtive Services 

· JArA>B. E . SMART 
Lieut·cnant General, USAF 
Canmp.nder 

1 Attachment 
Map, Div/wg Areas of 

R~spmsibility 



REPLY TO 

HF:AOC;UA HTERS 
FIFTH AIR FORCE 

UNITED S1'ATES AIR FORCE 
APO 925 SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF'OH! IA 

27 June 1960 · 
ATTN OF: 5FODC Revised 1 August· 1960 

SUBJECT: (S) Hq Fifth Air Force Direct Control of Tacticul Striking Forces 
(This supersedes letter dat.ed 71 June 1960) 

TO :· 313th Air Div 

_ l. This paper clarifies paragraph 3a, 5AF Regulation 23-4 which 
is the mission directive of the 3.13th Air Division. A degree of 
direct control of all Fifth Air Force strike forces by this 
headquarters is essentinl in assuring n quick reacting atomic 
force under current policy of employment of atomic wen.pons. This 
degree extends beyond t.he "centralized control" traditional in the 
employment of conventional · forces. 

2. Control ·is defined n.s "Authority which mny be less than full 
comm.and~ exercised. by a commander over purt of the .:i.ctivitieri of 
subordinate or other organizations. 11 The . following is the minimwn 
control thnt this headquarters intends to retain and exercise ove r 
ta.ctical striking forces of your division: 

a. Oroering, directing nnd monitoring maneuvers nnd deployments 
of forces in the exercise of emergency nnd contingency war plans._ 

b. _ Ordering and monitoring routine nnd special force deployments. 

c. o'roering; directing, monitoring ru,d evalun.ting can.but 
readiness training programs. 

d. Controllipg and directing the wart1me anployment of strike 
forces through- :the Fifth Air Force Opemtions Centers. This systP..m 
provides direct communication· between this headquarters ·arid 
tactical wings. 

e. Controlling and directing the ·peacetime miployment of 
forces. under the Quick Strike Program. · 

f. Such other control° ns ope_rotionnl necessity. dictates. 

3 • . The necessity for retention of direct ·control of tactical 
wings by this hendqunrters has reduced tpe requirooient for personnel 
on your operations staff. · It is not necessary or desirable thnt your 
staff duplicate th~ efforts of this headquarters in the .direction and 



control of our strike forces~ I do hoi-rever, consider it ne cessary 
nnd desirable that you keep yourself n.nd key members of' your staff 
infonned on the planned employment nnd operutionnl r e:1.diness of the 
strike forces nssigned your division in order thnt you may be pre
pi?. ri3d to carry out e ffectively, the resr,onsibilit.ies assigned to 
you in Annex E , a nd described in the Conunnnd Relntionships Annex, of 
the WPC. . 

h. You will note thnt your . new mission d irective requires t.hnt you 
assure t.he achievement of con1bn.t readiness t.roining, the preparation 
of pluns nnd ·orders ctnd the provision of command policy n.nd guidance 
along with other re r: ponsibilities tow&rd the command and control of 
ta_cticnl striking forces. I do not intend that these requirements 
should prompt an expansion of your o-p3mtions staff. . I believe that 
these . res})Onsibilities may be d.ischarged within your present staff 
capabilities with the assistance of your inspection sy.ntem nnd 

· tactical wing stuffs. 

5. The control of tacticn.l sl:.riking forces outlined in parograph ?. 
above will be exercised through direct communication with tactical 
Wings and Groups. Info~nt.ion copies of all corresrxmdence between 
this headquarters and tactical units of other than routine nature, 
,will be furnished to your headquarters._ 

ROBERT W. BURNS 
Lieutenant General, USAF 
COOUil.c;"U1der 



SPECIAL ORrER 
G-42 

HEADQUARTERS 
6313TH A.IR BASE WING (PACAF) 

United Stntes Air Force 
APO 239, Son Francisco., California 

1 July 1963 

Announeement is m1;1.de of the designo.tion of a Headquo.rtere Squadron Section, 
Headquarters, 6313 Air Base Winp_;, PACA1'', APO 239, effective l · July 1963. 
Authorit:,a· Par 15, AFR 20-Zl • 

FOR TIE CO!MANUER 

CLAYTON E HARRIS 
CWO W4; l5AF 
Asst Chief, Administrative Serrlcea 

DISTRIBUTION 
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SPECIAL ORDER 
G-6 

HEADQUARTERS 
313TH AIR DIVISION (PACAF) · 
United States Air Force 

APO 239, San Francisco, California 

1 J u ly 1963 

1. Paragraph l, Special Order G-3 , this headquarters, 27 March 1962, 
is r escinded effective this date o 

2. Under the provisions of AFR 20- 27, the following units are attached 
to the Headquarters Squadron Section, 6313 Air Base Wing (PACAF), for 
administrative control, excepting court· martial jurisdiction and admin
istrative board actions affecting officer personnel which is retained 
by the Uni t of Assignment. 

Headquarters, -313 Air Division (PACAF) 
558 Air Force Band -( PACAF) 

DI~TRIBUTION 
A 

Administrative Services 

l ::·--· 
-.. ) 
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SPECIAL ORDER 
G-7 

HF.JJJQUARTERS 
313TH AIR DIVISION (PACAF) 
United States Air Force 

APO 239, San Fr~cisco, California 

18 July 1963 

ASSUMPTION OF COMMAND - Under the provisions of AFR 35-SL, the under
signed hereby assumes command of the 313 Air Division, effective this 
date, vice MAJOR GENERAL ROBERT M STILI.MAN, 1114A, relieved. 

~J::?~z.. 
ALBffiT P. CLARK 
Major General, USAF 
Commander 



HFADQUARTmS 
313'ffl Am DIVISION {PACAF) 
United States Air Force 

APO- 239, San Francisco, California. 

SP.&::IA L ORDER 
G-8 

4 November 1963 

l. Special Order 0-3, this headquarters, 27 March 1962, is rescinded 
effective this date. 

2. The following assigned. and tenant uni ts or· acth--ities are attached 
to the 6313 Air Base Wing tor Aaninistrative and Logistical Support 
( excluding Field Maintenance and Supply), as may be required by AFR ll- · 
4 or official host-tenant support agreements. 

if¾ieadquarters, 313 Air DJ.vision 
18 Tactical Fighter W~ 

*558 Air Force Band 
~15 Tactioal Recon Squadron 

498 Tactical Missile Group 
M-400 M\mitions Maintenance Squadron (t.)(PACAF) 

11 Air Postal Squadron (PACAF) 
District Office 43, 1005' Special Investigations Group (HEDCO>tt) 
Det 4, -lst Medical Service Wing (PACAF) 
.Det 3, 9th Aero Medical Evao Squadron (PACAF) 
Det 2, 315 Air Division (PACAF) 
Hq 6002 Stand/Eval Group (PACA1) 
Det 8, 1st Weather Wini (MATS) 
1505 support Squadron {MATS) 
net 3, 7651 Aeronautical Charting and In!omation Squadron (MATS) 
Det 12, 41.tho A/C Group (TAC) 
Okinawa Division Taobikawa Air Procurement Office, AMFP . (AFLC) 
Det 1, 2876 OEEIA Squadron (AFLC) · 
6922 Security Wing (USAFSS) . 
6927 Security Squadron (USAFSS) 
Det 9111, 3415 USAF Tech School (ATC) 
Det 911A, Field .Training (ATC) 
Kadena Resident Ot!ice Auditor General (Hq Cc:ad) 
Det 2~ 1045 Operational Evaluation and Training Group (Hq Comd) 
Headquarters, 1962 COfflillUllications Group (AFCS) 

. Det 2, Hq 3d .Air Division (SAC) 
PACAF Manpower Validation Team (PAC.AF) 

*Except aa outlined in 313 Air Divtaion Special order 0-6, l July 196,3. 
~o change 1n other attacbraenta/assigmnents. . 

3. Legal proceedings $1"e as outlined in paragraph lO, Air Force 
Regulation 11-4. _ -

- a, 0Ctlftmlder, )1.3 Air Divirion will exeroi.se general court martial 
jurisdiction. 

0-8 
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b. Commander, 6313 Air Base Wing, will exereiue special and 8\111-
mary court martial jurisdiction and actions under Article lS, UnitOl'ffl 
Code of Military Justice. · 

4. The follovi.ng assi~ed and tenant units or acthitiea are attached 
to the 18 Tactical Fighter Wing tor Supply and Field Mainteaeoe as aq 
be required by AFR 11-4 or official host-tenant support agreement11. 

ifffeadquarters, 313 Air Division 
6313 Air Base Wing 

*558 Air Force Band 
15 Tactical Reoon Squadron 
498 Tactical Missile Group 

-H400 Munitions Maintenance Squadron (T) (PA.OAF) 
•.11 Air Postal Sqµadron (PAC.AF) . 
District Office 43, 1005 Special Investigations Group (H!DCOM) 
net 4, · 1st -Medical ~oe Wing ( PACAF) 
Det 3, 9th Aero Medical Evao Sq11adron (PACAF) 
Det 2, 315 Air Division (PACAP) . 
Hg, 6002 Stand/Eval Group (PAC.AF) 
Det 8, 1st Weather Wing {MATS) 
1505 Support Squadron (MATS) -
Det 3, 7651 Aeronautical Charting and Information Squadron (MATS) 
Det 12, 4440 A/C Group (TAC) . 
Okinawa Division Taohilcawa Air Proouremant Office, AMP'P (AP'LC) 
Det l, 2876 Gm.A Squadron (AFW) 
Headquarters, 1962 Canmunicationa Group (UCS) 
6922 Security Wing -(USAFSS) 
6927 Security Squadron (lJ&\PSS) 
Det 911L, 3415 USAl' Teoh School (ATC) 
Det 911A, Field Training (ATC) . . 
Kadena Resident Office Auditor General (Hq Comd) 
Dat 2, 1045 Operational Evaluation · and Training Group (Hq Camd) 
Det 2, Hq 3rd Air Division (SAC) . 
PACAF Manpower Validation Te,n (PACAP) 

*Except as outlined ln 31.3 Air Division Special Order G-6, 1 Jul)" 196J 
~o change in other attachmente/ulignaente. 

S. Prc:notion authority is contained 1n APR .39-29. 

6. This order rescinds all prm.oWI oontlicti.ng orders ot attachlaents 
pertaining to aforanentioned unite. 

7. Ccnflicting Responsibilities, flle Nspan81b1litiea established under 
this Special Order will not conflict or relieve ccxmunder• ot responei
bili ties established in otber Air Poroe directivee tor apecitio unite. 

0-8 2 
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8. Authority! Air Force Regulations 11-4, 20-27 and 39-29, and the 
concurrent use and support agreEments presently in efteot between the 
Major Air Commands concerned and Pacific Air Force. 

'IHE C(}fMA;~DER 

,,.,.~_,· ~. ~-
ETru, t-:~ Q' DISTRIBUTION 

Lt Colonel, USAF A 
Di~ector, Admi.niatrative Services 



HF..AIQUAHTEHS . 
313T~ AIR DIVISIOJ (PACAV) 

United S t ates Air Force 
APO 239, San Francisco, Cali.forni a 

15 November 1963 

L Spe ci al ~_, rder ('. - b, thi s headquarters, 4 November 1963, is resc indecl 
effec tive th-.;__ s da te . 

2 . The f o _:Lowi ng assigned and tenant uni ts or activities am a tta che d 
t o the 6313 Air Base Wing for Administrative and Logis t ital Suppor t 
( excludi ng Fi eld : .. :a intenance and Supply), as ma~• be required bJ A?? 11 -. 
L or offic 1.al host - t enant support agreement s, 

,-Hes.dquar t ers, 313 Air Di vision 
18 CJ

1a.chcal Fighter Wing 
~558 Ai r Force Band 

,h~-15 Tac tical Recon Squadron (PJ ) 
49& Tac t ical Missile .Group 

-:.r;d.iOO Iluniti.ons 1 :aintenance Squadron ( T) ( PACAF') 
11 Ai r Postal Squadron (PACAF) 
Di s t ric t Office 43, 1005 Special Investigat ions Group ( Hq Comd ) 
De t 4, 1st Medical Service Wing (PACAF ) 
Det 39 9th Aero Medical Evac Squadron (PACAF) 
Det 2, 315 Air Division (PACAF) 
I-Iq 6002 Stand/Ev al Group ( PACAF) 
De t 8, ls , . Weather Wing ( MATS) 
1505 Support Squadron (MATS) 
Det 3,- 76Sl Aeronautical Chart and I nformat ion Squadron (A,jJC) 
De t 12, 4440 Aircraft Delivery Group ( TAC) 
Det 2, 2875 GEEIA Squadron (AFLC ) 
6922 Security Wing . (USAFSS) 
6927 ."Security Squadron ( USAFSS) 
FTD 9111, )415 Tech Training School, USAF (ATC) 
911A, 3321 Field Training ·Detachment (ATC) ·. 
1038th ·usAF' Auditor General, Resident Office (Hq Comd) 
De t 2, 1016· Operational Evaluation and Training Group ( Hq Comd ) 
r!eadquarters, 1962 ComJnunications Group (AFCS) · 
De t _· 2, .q, 3rd Air Div (SAC) . 
PA ,Ar- ·1anpower Validation Team (PACAF) 

*Excepting c_ourt martial jurisdiction and administrative board actions affecting 
officer pel"8onnel whioh is retained by the unit of assignment. 

",* o change in other attachmentsyusiglUJlenta. 

J . Legal p:toceedings are as outUned in paragraph 10, Ai~ Force Regul.,tiop 
11-h. · · · 

a. Commander, 313 Air Division wi~l exercise general court marttal 
· jurisdiction. 



': ormnande r , 6313 Air Jase -Jin~, wi ll exercise special and summar:r 
cour· ma d ,ial jurisdicti on and a.c t:i. ons under Article 15, Uni.form Code 
of , . 1.i ~a r ' Tus t ice . 

~- The fol]owin~ ass j ~ned and tenant unit s or activities a r e a t tac hed to 
, .1 0 l J ·. e:.;i:,ical Fi ght er Fing for ,Supply and Field Maint ens.nce a.s ma ,,- be 
requi r ed ,-;/ · __ t_ 11 -4 or official host -tenant support a gree·men-1~s , 

.. 
-: :-He6.rJt,ua2- t ers, JlJ Air Division 
6313 Air Jase ~ ing 

*5S8 Ai r ~orce Band 
-~-"·15' ~·ac tical Recon Squadron ( PJ) 

l.i98 Tacti cal ,'iissile Group 
➔HH~·LOO J;m ftions \1aintenance Squadron (T) (PACAF) 

11 Air Postal Squadron (PACAF) 
11i s ~d ct Office 43, 1005 Special I nvestigations Group ·(Hq Cornd:1 

De t +; 1st >,edical Service Wing (PACAF) 
Det J, 9th Aero Medical Evac Squadron lPACAF ) 
Det 2, 31.5 Air Division (PACAF) "" . 
Hq, 6002 Stand/Eval Group (PACAF) 
Det 8, 1st Weather Wing (HATS ) 
1505 Support Squadron (N.A'l'S) 
Det 3, 7651 Aeronautical Char_t and I nformation Squadron (Ac:;: r~) 
Det 12, 4h40 Aircraft Delivery iroup (TAC) 
De t 21 2'.) 75 GEEIA Squadron (AFLC ) 
headquarters, 1962 Conirnunications Group (AFCS) 
6922 S~c~rity Wing (USAFSS ) 
6927 Security Squadron (USAFSS) 
FTD 9111, 3415 Tech . Training School, USAF (ATC ) 
911A, 3321 Field Training Detachment (ATC) . 
1038th USAF Auditor General, Resident Office (Hq Comd) 
Det 2, 1045 Operational Evaluation and Training Group ( Hq Cornd) 
Det 2, Hq.9 3rd Air Div (SAC)_ 
PACAF .1anpower Validation Team (PACAF) 

-x-Excepting court · martial · jurisdiction and administrat ive board ac ttons 
affecti ng officer personnel which is retained by tne unit of assignment. 

1HfAttached to ·the 18 r actical Fighter Wing for organizational maintenance. 
-,:-H-No change in other attachments/assignments. 

5,. Promotion authority is contained in AFR 39-29. 

6D ~ This order rescinds alI previous copflicting orders of attachment 
pert_aining to aforementioned urii ts. 

7d Conflicting ~esponsibilities: The responsibilities establishe~ under 
this Special Order will not conflict <;>r relieve commanders of responsi- -. 
bilities established in other Air Force directives for specific units, 

G-9 
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J; Authority : Air f orce Regula t ions li-4, 20-27 and 39-29, and the 
. concurrent use and s upport agreements present ly in effect bet~een the · 
::a j or Air Conunand concerned and Pacific Air Force, 

/) /) 

I JG~~T;;~ i~ L ~ 
Lt Colonel, USAF 
Dir·ec t or _, Admini strative Services 

DISTRIBUTION 
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RFAIQUARTERS . 
JD A1R DJVISI ON {SAC) 

U:tt:l t~~xl St~t.;,1?:~ A.tr. F'ori::e 
Kf'O J)4-J Srm Ft'ifind.e<>:.Jil Cr •. ur·orn:la 

SPECIAL OfWEf{ 

a-"'4 
12 Apr.1.l. 1963 

1. DestadtrcM-::nt 2r 21th 1; ~11J.Car.d'.t'!!it :h'1.ru-3 Squadron, Dlvlllion (SAC), APO 
239, Sar, Fra.n1:;1e.~c.i; C~)J.fo:m'f e ,y :h:i dt~e:ontlnued f';ffective 1 J ,~1 6Jo 

au Unit p 1i-,r~\'..ilr1ne:l ·t.rJ.1.1 h~1 ·t.:r1m11 .rm·r·ed. 'to Oete~hment 2j · Tl~:rtn.qi11.1.d..;&.r1'.~ 
3 Air D.lvlR:lon (SAC)~ APO 239, San Fre.n~iEleo, Californ:la.j) un ~ p 1::tr.:m~n.r:-o.t. 
c:hnnge of nsdgnm~n-t v.itfo~rut a plf:1.inanent change ..:,f sta:tii•.j!fi ,, 

'b . .Authat·:h·,';';',J_ t""'r'8."f.t.O."h:a;U~"tr'.i.':\',l p:.r.~:Plt';l'(;:, 1.mti equlpmers.t vn1. b ~ 
t r---t.Ml'.t::r:r.·&.d ·u, De-t 2, llt 3 Atr- Dh·1!~:lcm (SJH;)o 

e G · - Organi~u1.ti<.m.~u r-~.~~iJr.dri v.ll.1. be: diapuaed. of in e;~con:iaw:"' l.li. -►. n 
/\FH 181 .. , ~; , 

d . Ji• c,ndH '-.till h e d:l a t, ' f t(:d 1,.'l' i-:..-ci:d f i ~·dtl r (:,.p (}'t.-~ 1 wJ11 b e ;:;.-, 1:111.1 r, i. , .. :: 

in ni:::;;!;1-r:•J.t:1.no~ 4i th :: i . .n-J •lf:l.n"t f'';g1.:1J.a t;. i <~r1B, 

2, [lf:d;9r.-h!n1·.ri l- ?. _., l!, .. ;_ •'h {1.:,o_r.•t i;- H~: 3 Atr D1Yt c•:1u:r1 (f;AO)s :l.G .C1r-tt F.,1 1. '. ~:.,J 
r:,f f ~1-:'.t..l v~ l ,:Y'l!~'-L.V i9C: __ p .-:d. J\P•) 239.9 Sa a Fr-.-a.n,:1:9'•·::o.~ ca:Ufc:n,J::i. \Ifri .:. -r- • t· ·· 
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SPE:CIAL ORDER 
GB-5 

HEADQUARI'ERS 
UNITED STA'JES AIR FOR~ SECURITY SERVICE 

Sa~ Antonio, ·Texas 

26 March 1963 

/0 

1. The following units are mdesignated aa indicated effective i July 1963. 
Station, unit of assignment nnd authorized strength will remain unchanged. 
New Organlzation Identification Numbers are as indicnted. Authority: I.t r, 
Hq USAF (AFOMO-X3), 21 September 1962, Radcsignation of Unita ·and Air 
_Force Regulation 20-27. 

NEW OB.CBf 
f!!§._~!..J.¥.SIGNATION NEW DESIGNATION IDENTIFICATION NUMJER 

, Hq 6910 Rndio Group Mobile Hq 6910 Security GI"9up 691042740000 

6912 Radio Squadron Mobile 6912 Security Squadron 691242750000 

6913 Radio Squadron Mobile 6913 Security Squadron 691342750CX)() 

6915 Radio _Squadron Mobile 6915 Security Squadron 691542750000 

6916 Radio Squadron Mobile 6916 Security Squarlron 691642750CXX> · ' 

6918 Radio Squadron Mobile 6918 Security Squadron 691842750000 

Hq 6917 Radio Group Mobile Hq 6917 Security Group 69174274()()(X) 

692.3 Radio Sqt?,adron Mobi¥' 6923 Security Squndron 692342750000 · 

Hq 6925 Radio Group Mobile Hq 6925 Security Group 69254274cxxx, 

69Z7 Radio Squadron Mobile 69Z7 Security Squndron 692742759()00 

69z:J Radio Squadron Mobile . 69';!} Security Squadron 

Hq 6930 Radio Group Mobile Hq-6930 Security Group 

6932 Radio Squadron Mobile 6932 Security Squadro.n 

Hq 6933 Radio Group Mobile Hq 693.3 Security Group 

[1}35 Radio Squadron Mobile 6935 Security SquaQron 

6939 Radio Squadron Jitobile · 6939 Securi.ty Squadron 

6945 Radio Squadron Mobile 6945 Security Squadron 

~SO Radio Squadron Mobile 6980 Security Squadron 

Hq 6981 -~o Group Mobil• · Hq 6981 Security Group_· 

692942750000 

693042740CO0 

69324275~ . 

693'3/~27 40000 

693 54Zl 50000 

69394Z7 50000 

69454Z/50000 

698047150000 



if 
) 

6984 Radi o Squadron Mobile 6984 Security Squadron 6984427 50000 

6985 Radio Squadron Mobile 6985 Securit y Sqund ron 698542750000 

Hq 6986 Radio Group Mobile Hq 6986 Security Group 698642740COO 

Hq 69~ Radio Group Mobile Hq 6987 Security Group 698742740000 

6988 Radio Squadron Mobile 6988 Secm"i ty Squadron 698842'/ 50000 

6989 Radio Squadron Mobile 6989 Security Sqmldron 698942750000 

2. Headquarters 69'XJ Radio Group Mobile is redesignated Headquarters 69":IJ 
Security Wing, Chicksande RAF, England and assigned to European Security 
Region effective 1 July 1963. Personnel authorization will be in accordance 
with Unit Manning Document 6950 R40 427 3 with an authorized strength of 
.32 officers, 965 airman aoo 43 civilians. Equipnent authorized urder 
Organization Identification Number 695042730000. Authority: Ltr, Hq. 
USAF ( QFCMO-X2), 7 Decenber 1962, Sacuri ty Service Wing inUK and Air Force 
Regulation 20-27. 

J. The 6952 Radio Squadron Mobile is redesignated Headquarters l:fJ52 
Security Group, Kirknewton RAF, Scotland, and assigned to 6950 Security 
Wing effective 1 July 1963. Personnel authorization will be in accordance 
with Unit Manning Doc\lllent (:/:J52 R40 427 4 with an authorized strength 
of Z7 officers, 723 ainnen., and 73 civilians. _Equipnent authorized 
under Organization Identifi.cntion Nunber 69524274<:xx)O. Authority: Ltr, 
Hq IBAF (AFOfO-X-2), 7 December 1962., Security Service Wing in UK and 
Air Force Regulation 20-27. . 

4. Detachment 21 6940 Technical Training Squadron is designated and 
organized at Pensacola CY, Florida., effective 1 Ma.y 1963. Personnel 
authorizations will be in accordance with Unit -Manning Doc'Ulllent 6940 T14 
676 9 with an authorized strength of 5 ainnen. Equipnant authorized 
under Organization Identification Nunber f:f}406765cxx,2. Authority: Air 
Force Regulation 2JJ-2:l. 

5. The 6961 Camnunications Squadron is discontinued at Kelly Air Foree 
Base, Texas effective l -April 1963. 

n. Personnel will be reassigned to 2056 . Ccmmunications Squadron, Air 
Force Camnunications Service. 

b. · Supplies and equi}D8nt will be abeorbed by 2056 COO!Dlunications 
Squadron. Organization Identification NUJ:lber 696160250000 ia void on 
date of di,.scontinuance. 

c . Organizational reeorda will be disposed ot in aecoroance with 
paragraph .040408, AFM 181-5. 



· d. Funds will be di~p'fl/Jed of and final rei:,-orls will be sutmitted in 
accordance with current tliry;ctive • . 

I . 
e. Authority: Air Force Regulation 20-27. 

FOR THE COMMANDER 

LLOYD G. STUBBS 
CWO W-3, USAF 
A9st Dir of Admin Svcs 



SffiCIAL ORDER 
G-47 

HEADQUARTERS 
PACIF.IC AIR FCRCES 

United Stutes Air Force 
APO 953, Snn 'Fmncisco, .Cnlifornia 

12 July 1963 

1. The following detachments of 11 Air Postal Squndron are designnted 
and organized nt locations indicated, effective 1 October 1963. Detnch
ments are nssigned Processing Codes indicated. 

DET ACHME1'IT NtMBER 

Detachment 27 
Detachment 28 

LOCATION 

Onna Point Acwinistrative- Annex, R.I. 
Djakarta City, Indo~ sia 

a. Personnel will be furnishe~ frcm parent unit. 

PROCESSim 
COIE 

K2BH03 
K2MA03 

b • . Detachments will be equipped in accordonce with Air Force Regu
lation 400-32 and Volume VII, Air Force Monual 67-1. 

c. Personnel .authorizations will be as contained in appropriate Unit 
Manning Docwnent. 

II 

d. Air Force Organizationnl Status Change Report (AF-01) will be sub
mitted in accordance with Air Force Regulation 2.0-49. 

e. Authority: Air Force Regulation 20-'2:/. 

2. Detachment 39, 1 Air Postal Squadron is discontinued effective l October 
1963 at Washington Heights Family Housing Annex, Japan. 

n. Personnel will be absorbed by parent unit. 

b. Supplies ruxl equipnent will be disposed of :i.n accordance with 
current directives~ 

c. Organizational ll3CO_rds will be disposed of in accordance with Air . 
Force Mnnual 181-5. 

d . Funds will be disposed of and final reports submitted in accordnnce _ 
with current directives. 

e. Air Force Organizational Status Chnnge Report {AF-01) will be 
subn.itted in accordance with Ai~ Force Regµlation 20-49 • . 

f. Authority: Air Force Regulation 20-Z7. 



3. The 36 Tactical F_ighter Squndron is :reorganized effective 8 
Septembe-r 1963, under nn appropriate Unit Mnnning Document with 
capability ns cit.ed in 0/T Rl645, l February .1962, pnrngrophs 1 and 
2J , Pr.rt I (Part IIQ); strength, 35 officers and 74 airmen~ This 
strength is not the nut.horized strength, but represents the total of 
the coµiposition ru; cited in Part II of the 0/T. 

n. Pe rsonnel will be furnished from parent unit. • 

b., Unit will be equipped in accordance ·with Air Force Regulation 
400-32 nnd Volume VII, Air Force Manunl 67-1. 

c. Air F'orce · Organizational Status · Chru,ge Report (AR-01) will be 
sutmitted in accordance with Air Force Regulation 2JJ-49. 

d. Authority: Air Force Regulntion 20-?;'/, Department of the Air 
Force AFOMO letter 902m, 7/ September 1962 Md AFOMO letter 982m, 21 
February 1963. · · 

FOR THE CO!MANlF~ IN CHIEF 

E. W. METZGER JR 
Lt Col, USAF 
Deputy Director of Ad.min Services 



FROM: 18TACFTRWG KA:DENA AB OKINAWA 

_TO: 5AF FUCHU AS JAPAN 

INFO: 31.3AD KADENA AB OKINAWA (MESSENGER) 

SECRET 1800T 0241 .5AFOC. 

INFO: 3l3AD (OC). THIS MSG IN 'rwO PARTS. PART ONE. REQUFBT CLARIFICATION 

OF TJIB RESPONSIBILITIES ·OF THE 15TRS. WITH THE DEPLOYMENT OF 6 AffiCRAFT TO 

SAIGON IN SUPPORT OF PACAF OPSORDER 220-62, ABIE .MABIE, THE 15TRS CAN NOT IN 

ADDITION SUPPORT 5AF OPSPIAN 32-62. PART TWO. THE 15TRS IS ALSO UNABLE TO 

FULFILL ITS COMMITMENTS UNDER THE 5AF GWP 1-63 DURING PERIODS OF AffiCRAFT 

RCYrATION BETWEEN SAIGON AND KADENA. THIS OCCURS '!WICK EACH MONTH. PRESENTLY 

THE . TOTAL NUMBER OF 15TRS RFlOl AmCRAFT IN THEPACIFIC THEATER IS FIFTEEN • 

. 15/l.la)I MAY 1963 

/2_ 

/ 



H~ :1,.:.1.· ;_i J ,\: t1~~::1s 
(rs ;?i:.C' '.?-i- .:·;? B--/.J O) 

J 3 ht:) \!~~ ~ f)~-~ (:J i ·~ L: -= .t t~ 'f?. 1·'\.f~ff~-=-; CC)i rr-: }\ re [f ;~/ _:·: JJJ:-::•~· ~--~t-:r;1'S /--.: : iJ TTi/\. I~·-! 1\C AC ~T :~\7 I ~·-,y, 
1_,J,.-. S ~- _~1': I ,\ J PC):(C::s ~·act-:\UP {: t~lr!J.3()~I->~ ) , 187 ;-3pr; CT/\·;_ ?Y)1·'1:S 

:\ '·~·:c~ 33J_, s~~ \t ~~"'1: .. .. ~~2·:· .. ~~sco , C;:.J_j_:'! .; l"f'ir-~ 

Corn:n::.ncit··:? GD;1,~r .:.l 
JlJt.'.·1 i~i,r ;}.'.. visfon 
t\r;,,·t'··r: JC/r} 
1'.PO 313 1\ S- F' 

rhi s ::d.i v:i.1· v r criu t"1 sts \·our i n . .,t ::,.11:1 .. t. i("rn fu rnish t he f o llowing 
: .n:J-t-, ;:,i c t i 8n :>.•1d ~l~:?rnons-tr,tt:i_n; , We -inc~J rir,_y , 23 ()d,:,b ,.., r 1963 t.0 ;m_rgnor..t 
Co unt ~- .., i. 1:::;u r gr:mcy Cour~;.:; 2- 6h to b 0 pres,mt ecl to Allied r~nd US Off ice-rs 
,:.nd ~n:t fr,Led r.v.m of .ho p~~cif ic ,\ •"'0-:." •• 

1. 0800- 1200 ; C}v1r:.ct 2 d ··t.i cs , C?.p[!.bilit i e s '.f' the .F- 100 ., 
F- 101 ;>,nd t-. ~c F- 10 5; ?ol''vrf'. rd A1r ..,ontro l T.-~chniq_ es ri. d C0..p[>.--
1-:, i l ' t.i P- a . C0nduc-!:ed rct t.n c=: US/l PAG SWCD/ TA, 11<..".t s t.el['.. H,1.rgc 
Ok inn.wr!. . 

2 . 1300- J..6CO; Fi.re Po we r ~~t1d Flying demons t- :rrrr.i on , c ns :b t ing 
of Stro.-fi ng , Rocke-t. Firing , !·:r~pE1...lm , Jidewi ncte r i-Iis s ile -.:-md 
r!.e l."inl photo cov2·r,~ge . Condu cted nt . Ensley Tt-1.nge ( JSNC) . 

SID":\"'I: Y 1mms JR 
· M('..j o r ; I n.f unt.xy 

Comrnr-~nding 



3l..3 0C- P 

1.~~ ~~i1!~ st. 1-.hr.! l_:?.' ;-1 /'V/ ")·Jn:,vj_(lr; i r.st. r•j_ cf t) r r-\: 1 .. s--·;!1n]; r:,111:-l ·.~1F;: ... 1-=o11.: 'lcrnor1.~tir~t➔ :~ on 
".s . ,, qur ,st,ed in t•,;1r~ ,~~tr :->.clir::rl L ::tt ,:i r . ·i.':10 co:.1r0c i~~ bcd .nr; f'..t t cnc!cd b,y n..::xw t 
~7t) fJ~rS() 1'1 "~ {:11 j_ r1 +. !1c '?!tf~ }I r:r•r;,~:. i nc 11Jd i ~~tf h:~cl1 r'{' .. Yl ~~i11~) ;,_f !.icc :rs . 

? • Di ·r<i ct. C(rm:-!11n-: c:1.h .. ') !1 i ~ ,:.u.1) 101'.'i zc d .f T com1, l ~:- t;~nn ,) L , '. ".'·•·•;mg r.;r!Y).1tc 

:10 1--t . .1. i ni [(, t.o ~thc llSC' o:': 'St• .. ~·,L ~y ~:mgo t'..;1j p·l'.'•~rr..r,1-l:.i,111 o f :a1i+.~_bl _.:., +.n. r gct 
:-,1.:.t. c! i .. if'.ls . 1~,1,pt .. :.i n GI'iffcn j_:; ·,h;: l ~:t Spcci:.~.1. l;,o•,~co s Gr·o up Proj e c t 
Offi cc -r' . ( Pho:·;r, -:--D:i. n:1 50 ,i_s }( fo r t::.gni': o l J. S . ) 

3 . 'rt r;cpl(~ s-t t)·1e J_ 8'~F11! :-1.!J .. . '-'J:lr1t. ::.. s <~11i o r {Jro.j c c~. 0 
c.ti,)n onler, -~nd n.ppX\:) :)rin. t e c•cenn '."'io t'.ncl l es son 
r:f l-.. 1,~ one r ;,_ Li on order will b (: f u. m i s hed 313ADIV 
1 ntcr t . i.;,n 11.i. Oc t 63. 

f ic .-,r , p r ';p:>_y-·, n.n o )<~r 
pl:111s c.S :requ.i r e d . A c ,py 
Xh : OC f o:C' r n·-r i c,w no t. 

'i!C~iAHD D. GOR.Es 
Col onel , USAF 

J. At.ch 
.L~, .~ J '1ISF'r , 20 Aug 63 

Dir e ct or o f Orfr! .,;c'.tio n s 



l rT F~,J fTIJ_G vRDSf1. 39- bJ 
1st Spc cb .1 F'o-r'ccs U r Su p;- . rt, 

H:~Fsi:r::IG!:s : Lr-t-.t . : r , De t 11 - 1:.JO , 
20 Aug f,3 , \ "ii' .s·..1.pp::, rt i i.'; 1lJ. {]~~~, ~ 

S J.pr.:o r t '{ ,,. q1..n ~-;t. 

27 Sc pt cmb-:.:r 1963 

] S !:. sw~clr1.. l r,-.(F'CO '..J Gp (/1. i..::b0':"il 2 ) (!us . 'T ), 
Lr:!-·.-J- .! · :: :H.J(d , (3 }.JOC- P ), 26 \ " G f..<J , h fr 

1 . (7; '-T,,;f?J\L : J_gt Spr:; c i:J _ F01' Cf3 C, :; ~u up u.~ rbo ' )' P) ' l:; t. S p; :c } ·:l : ni 'CO:~ li <1. S 

r e qu0 s-t:. e d HIT 7vf ~;up oort 0 " CounJ ,~ rin surt~c.:,r; t y Course ?.- 64 b ·; ing pr c!_; (:;nt_r;d to 
:::.l.li r: d .~nd 1J S off ice r.s :1.nd f:: !1l i ~~t nd. rr1 · 'n r-, f 1·. he --\:ci fie n r- ::;>, :-,r:U .h cl r1..c ::.; i:'oorri 
:i.:nstr·uctfon r~!-d fire rn •,w;,• ' lc!rnonst.r -J·i , n •~ n 23 Cctob ., r 1963 . 

2 . 

3 . 

!-:rss:rei : 'T'~l•; urrm will 
t .r ,cl.nj_qu ,1 ~ brir: rin0::, r.rd 

rn·0se ·-, t _HF:-101 , ?:11 150 :1.n.:i Frc ' C,'.'.p".b il.H.i n:, 
dcrr ons t r ~1..t 1.0 1 on .-:: 3 Oct ob·-. r l.9b3. 

..}JBJHDIYATS I_ NJ'T'S: 

_. n~ 44-'l'~~ wi l l _p-t--ovidc : pmjn c t offi ce r ,:.11 rl 1 f' C•_,:;::;:._ -,,1 ni.lots , :'!~Cs ::nd 
o r J. , f .1ng oil lcc rs 1.n :.; u.pr.-0rt o f t:1:Ls El.s :.:1 0~1 ~ 

(1) Suf f..:. c fon.L. l◄'-105Ds j_n F'- 30 c,:;nfigu r .... i .i ()n t ,) s u pp:i i:·t.. 10 s·, r ties 
o n 19 Oc-f:. nb 0·1'.' 19113 , 20 :~ort.bs 0n 21. Oct.ob e y• J.963 t'. id 10 so·.~t ir,s n 23 
Oct.o b r~ .r l %3 . 1 

( 2) 2 11F-101 s0rti P 0 on 21 Octot nr 1963 , "'.ncl 2 RF- 101 13ort,_:_N ~ on 
23 Oc .o1w r 1963 i.1 supp.')rt f t his .1is ..., ion . 

(3 ) 2 p:..105 sorties o:n 21 Octob e r 1963 rln-:i 2 F--105 sort.ies on 23 
Ocrobe " 1963 in F- hO con.figuration . 

of t his 

pro j cc 

hl81,..J"rS wi,.11~ 2r0_ ride : 
issi 0n . 

c : e v~ 11.i-Kt munit ions in s u.-,JX) 1.·t 

18 D07 ·:-Till .Jrovide : subse r;uent . Fr;;i.g Orders , . 1t e rs e r'<1ice co::n .i 1n.ti::m , 
officer brj_e_l'fogs ;_. D CHllf'..t'i;r ·n. 1d sch ed.ul~s in su l"'po rl of ti tis r,1i .Js ion. 

'OjC ... :t, o f i ce r ' c o aultr~t ion n · .:-n _,et 

n ~$ of proje c office~ , ftCs .nd br..L, fj_, g o"fic •rs i,. _;· 1 
1963 . subrrd . 1 IXL by 1200 . 4 Oct o J(~ 

1). 



b . In i.·rj_r~J. b·,·J·,f'j '1r\ ,.-Jil l O': ".t. :;<)()(' :'.. , 
f .J.l0wi n3 /F: r !:;o i l , iJ. -_.,::_l.l. :~!.. · . .--• 1 d : 

i. n l'.?<PF,.-i 

1:-morr ?1..--Y) j n ct. 0 f' _._r_:c r 
i.i. l.;.TF~-3 ? ··"' ">j e c ·. Of"'f:i.cer 
!)1 ·~•' :·; P-lC,5 rl 1:ir'.f-LnG Of' C.i c 0 -r 
'-,h" 1..,S r.' ,'\ 1~ E,_,· r, fi n~s Of'f.ic1; 

l SD!-il: ,J l"')j n c·!·. Of fic,Jr 
lt-~-=-1~ ~ r~·) ~-' 1,,.1 j n c ~.· _ '1 ff i.~ ~; r 
lf3S' ;F ('"}/\}l-BJ) Of ~:i.c": r 
L:d::, Spr! cL :.1 ?o·~ces Pr"J j 0. c t J ,. f i ccr 
um-:r,;s O :~fie'"'!' 
1 5';'f~S Pn'.) ,i <: c t. 0 fi cnr 

d . FJ.,,:- · nr s chc chllc :.l f o r p r ~1c+ i ce :.rd ;-,_cf: ,;:-,.1 rn i::::si')r,t, 1di11 h~~ '.1Ub
,rH.t.wi by 1 ~oor . 

c: . r ·•f'..d -i co m:i. .. sio11 c, 'rr:i.11 be flo 1,m rm "S ,:. ;l;:;y '"hn;ie o n \ ? .".rd 21 o~ ·.0b P. r 
1963 . 

f . C n.figu.r ,d~.i on fo r mlS:-]J.nn~; will be -:.s f ollows : 

DP..'rrf~ :i-· . 0 . 'l1 . ll'"fl t1LQ c: ,Tf IG 

19 Oct. 63 1000 5 F- 30 , Jr-TCL, l+I320 
19 Oct 63 1015 i: 

.) F-30 , 2B0 , J.GCL, fl. 
21 Oct. 63 0800 ~ F- 30 , JBCL , L~no ,, 
21 Oc t. 63 C-81 5 5 F'-30 , 2D0 -, 1BCL, 
21 Oct 63 l 500 2 RF-101 
" .., ?, j_ Oct 63 1515 ·5 F-30, 3ACL,38RJO 
21 Oct -63 1520 5 F-30, 2B0 , 68CL, A 
21 Oct 63 1535 2 ?- h0,G3 
23 OcJ.. 63 1300 2 RF- i 0l 
23 Oct 63 1305 5 F- 30,3MCL~38R30 
23 Oct 63 1320 5 F- J0 , 2A0 , 6BCL, A 
23 Oct 63 1335 2 F- 40 , --2 

g . Four F- 105~ will d rop napnlm n nd fire· 2 . 75" rocket s i .1 two par.,sc s . 

h . !""ou r F- 105s will d ro·p ei ght 7 50// MJ..17 ' mbs in t wo pr1.sseG n 1 s r:1.fo . 

L 0 1e _F- 105 wil,l f ire n AGl,t- 12 bull p p . 

j . ~ i -~ 55-105 nnd l 8SEF che cklist0 ~ ·.11 detnnnin , ctelive1 m .,t ,!vxl!:> 
n1d put . e 1s . All }Y\S .2e 9 wi l1 b co n:, llcd by FAC i 0 t h t r. , ... t., ;'- . .,n, . · 

k . One .F- 101 will •fly by vi wing st: .. ds , tnke nose oblique 
l f'.nd imnt<.:dia .. el y At Kri.d ~n , f1ls t, dev c lo p :-q"id p in "' fici ,--n c 
ct.e l ;i.ve ..,d t.o spec ora w:.i. hi n 30 min eB . 



l. () r bit CY) ll'lL '1.nd >P Lt u-lr::; wi l l be ·1i.-:_-:- .,, -,•,; "t,(H'd by t)('PS :-' ;"r")j ·0 c+. 
0-~ ' j cc r . 

!i i . J:1rl.~~. ri.rh.t ,'1.lw f1. i r~ !": t·. r_;pj ,.,tj~, ~~s , ~-t•.ot: t:Lr~C· J 'ly ,rl :j• . o . r""i o ~) i-ri~l be: l)---~~C•(i 
\_ ,; }1 P T

1
ff h-,·1~ fr)r' r!;~r.:~1 rr~i:;,:j_•;r~ t~ 1'"::1 trill 1) 3 drJ t, .;1_~:~ J_n;:i:-J :lt, :-~ 1 ·:t-.~ ,r :-1.-,. f·.~ 

~y 1£'.DJ""" . 

n . ~,:-::-ieclulc 0 r m,·,m+. ':" ~:nd :v; ·: . i. v:i. 1-,i (;1~ ,.,r.3. 11 be :1nbJ.·1.:Jlv-i,1 by J '."'t. 3::n d . ..,J_ 
?··-.:-·1,ce:s P·.,o j ~; c-t-. . :)£'fl ce r . 

F'fi)YD l,J1;L8 
C J.onnl , US, F 
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SECRET 

3i30C-P 

Easley Rang e Close Supµor t Exe re i s e for USARPAC 
Count er-I ns ur gency Sc hool 

313CR 

28 Oc t 63 

1. Th e following for your information r egarding the 18th Tactical Fight er 
Wing participation in LJSARPAC Counter-Insurgency School. 

fl 

a. On 26 August 1963, We r eceived a reques t through channels to furnish 
ground school instruction and an aerial demon stration of the 18th Tactical 
Fighter Wing reconnaissance ,-rnd close air support capabilities to the USARPAC 
Counter-Insurgency School. The Counter-Insurgency School runs about eight 
weeks beginning on 9 September. The course is attended by about 75 to 100 
s tudents throughout the Far East. 

b. Captain Rees e , 44th Tacti~al Fighter Squadron, presented classroom 
instruction on the weapons delivery capabilities of the FJOO, Fl05 and close 
air support FAC functions. Captain Waltz, 15th Tactical Reconnaissance Squa
dron, covered the RFIOl capabilit i es and photo techniques and processing of 
film. 

c. The program on Wednesday, 23 October, was set up as the final day 
of the School with two major events. 

(1) Close Air Support. This program is designed to show the s tu
dents of the USARPAC School the methods and techniques of close support 
weapons delivery. Prima ry emphasis is on delivery technique regardl ess 
of type aircraft used. Secondary emphasis is on the Fl05 capability to pin
point and hit different targets with multiple configurations of a wide variety 
of weapons. 

(2) Air Mobility Demonstration. Consists of: Paradropping various 
air delivery items with accuracy into small areas; demonstration of high 
altitude, low opening (HALO) method of air infiltration where small numbers 
of troops can be parachuted into small areas without detection; demonstration 
of reppelling from helicopters when terrain will not permit a helicopter 
landing. 

d. Schedule of Events. 

13001. Head-on pass by RFlOl taking photographs of the reviewing stands. 
The RFIOJ will return immedifJtely to Kadena, process the film and return the 
prints to the students before the end of the show to demonstrate rapid pro
cessing and film delivery capability. 

SECRET 
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13051. Four fl05 airciaft configured with 3 Napalm cans each and 38 Rockets 
will deliver weapons under · FAC control on selected targets in the Easley 
Range area. (See attached leaflet.) 

13201. Four Fl05s configured with 8/750# bombs will make a s aJvo delivery 
followed by straffiny passes tising the M-61 Gatling gun. 

13351. One F015 will deliver the AGM-12 BulJpup missile at selected Easley 
Range target. (See leaflet.) 

13451. Air mobility demonstration by 1st Special Forces (Airborne). 

e. Reviewing stands are available for distinguished visitors and a 
loud speaker system is installed tu be used in conjunction wjth the 18th 
1actical Fighter Wing FAC jeep for a description of events as they occur. 
Army and Marine distinguished visitors are: Major General Lincoln, Major 
Genpral Masters and Brigadier General Davis. 

f. The trip to Easley Range from Kadena is timed at 45 minutes. If 
you plan to make the trip, recommend a helicopter be used. Helicopter pads 
are available within walking distance of the reviewing stands. 

RICHARD D. GOREE 
Colonel, USAF 
Director of Operations 
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J . q0 cc 1t pJ. c~rn~in ~-~ i_ i::) : _{' .-i+,~r, :1 ~!1:-->. ;~i,:: r.:(; i 1 C1.''e :'-':c i.n j ,.:Lr,t. t. r"~_i_n ::,:-,r 
C!X(:1,""C isc._ wH h G l ·,men+. G of t he U .. s • !'.i~rw ] .:1 +.he '.J·> :}t '} )''n Pnc.i. f-L c . The 
Jr; ir1t I -y: ,~-~~·:.::o pl~!l I 'P CC;ri •!~] .~," .~.f.i '~'1~() 'T· ;!rl t;y r~u -- ~-... ~~: ~ r~~ ~ i.·rc :·~ e ·~~l:1urt~. (] l1~~ 

.. r·--1 t ~1 { ! ,j ,i··~t. -~, ~ ,.~. i~1 : ·nf; 't' {~ f:~ ll . .. '..t. J.r) l1 p~~1t.J. i s l"; :_~cl t ~-:·1 rJ_ J, ~ I' t- hi S :/(? '":.r' , l ) r~-),! i rlci 
i~ ..... o ur!.d b1.s ~·-' for · 1· h·_, dcvr- lorrr. ,.: nt 0f --~ \•.' c l1 - 1_·o'J.ndcd jo: nt t.· ··• ii ii.;:_: _...,_rid 
· .. xc rcise 1111Jg r---·1n fo r'l cJiJT"' C()!Tl) ;:.t, u.ni ·i·.s. 

? . T l1.-, 12th ·Tnc ,\ c ".1 ? i g11t or '•.Jin ?, .V!~.: re cntly cnr•1pl'J t.od c 01wr. r :;1o n 

to th G f -1O5 :--~:i. )·c r :1. ft ,U1 d :L·, r:. v:~:.ri r ,;;->..(l.v t.o p'1 ti-._;_ .... ~ fXYr,r: :i n j ri i : ,t O f ''; )_•-

. : tt.:i.rJ :1:3 . In 011 ... pL--.. .11 :Lng for t.ho 181:.h rx~-ct.:.id p-·: -'-.i 0n :L j oint t .r :d1 :.:_ng 
CX':"' iscs in t he "co p,_: ,:.rd 1'1;rl 0 -d. t. • de cxr~ct. P.d ., t.~.~ n eed for f!. ·1:1 ) 1nd 
lb.iso n of.ficc-c·~ t o ;,__s'.:;:i. ~, -t:. in th:.!; nl!\11111 i ng uKl t-!1c t.r,i i.nir-:;-: of ;~. l _ ... 
!'"'orce pr~r ~o nn .1 h:1. ::::; be comrJ i11c1"C r1singJ.r- .1.)1:·rt r ;; i"· t . /1. f'orr1, .... J_ ):"rxuGs-t.- f,yr 
·H·,r• YY3 11":l'll r~ nt ,_:Jsit, 1mer,t o f , ... 1.J.; :J rm:J b ::,m -~-n. ,:-; ::_;,;(l TY' C{)!l--,ly t.o f[ ;y ,.rlqt ... :-i. 1-r~.(; ~•::; , 

Y:"tf1~_n ·\i r r""lorce ( S 'JO rt ·.t:~chccl l.e ·. t.n r'). 

3. Dur ing t r-_ ne~<t ~onp t o - :.i i..x rr; .,nt h s befo r n ;, 1.eh !'..c t. i on couLi ti_, 
0 xoe e .ed t.o cu ]Jni n:-J:.c in ') f f i cn L ~ -".. ct.u.--~1 1y bci !1 ,-:, .--~ ~·,Di ef,11ed t o dut.y , the 
i, ;;G d f ,:;r qu r:l ifie d /\. rr;iy- of±'ic(; rG t.o p,:rt.i c i pn.t. -<:: -:_n 01:-r'.':.[:liz i:;d i nst r -nc+ i o n 
t o [l.i r c -r·e ws r:.nd .forw('. -1 ;"'..ir c0 1t1 l p€~ :--sornv3l _:_~nd to _-,_ '..-;~:ist i n j 0i1 t 
cx ~rcise pl;irwli1g is co nsidered t8 . t.'f.:, urgent . Your coi·1:;idcr;-..'-.ion j_0 

r r,qucs t.ed , the -~ ·.fore , for t :13_ t ...., r.,orn J ,~ " s i .gnmr.mt o T.'.n Anny o f f ice r 
, ,un1 ifi.ed t o nc.1~i.st · s i.n .hos e .fu nct ions in r T'l er t.hf'..t we mf~Y ,1_+,1·.::dn 
:mn.x~1<1urr mutun1. t ~n::i.nfn,_, b r.:m n fit. G · n 1d s _-,_ fot,y rl.udn[' "-,h e fo :--r.hcomi"ng jo i nt 
cx ;:-;rcis es • 

A, P . CL-.. RK 
Afl.jor Gen.er 1 , 
Cor.1 't1.'.:..n<le :r 

US.F 
l ·A. ch 
Lt r , 313OC- P to 
subj P.i _d date 
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Th~ 313 +.h !d . 1'.' Ji.vision h,~s c<)lJr~b0 r<'.'..+.cd Hi th :f.-~ ·:.dc un.:ct. c: r s '.JSi-JlYIS 
,:•1d IX C r·ps in ·.-rrH.:i.n r: rcspect.iv,}l y ;:~ j o int. i n+ G\YJfnvicc i-.i..--:1in.ing -~,~g-
u10.:i i on ·:..1:i , : j0int 0x G-rc i s c pl,,.n . To z,i:d .her · !:. h';Sr: JocrnnDPts r; r ov ic e 
~. r r ;,.ng 'Jrrient.s "o r schc . ..:.u l r, d rnon tJ· ly j c int. t. -,_,.~d _r1i n g c:{r; ·c''cises , c r o :.:; r.,- t 1-.,.j r i ng 
c f t my P.n:1 _1.i r ?0 --cc officex-s :i.n m,~t t.<.::"t 'S r el';)_t c ,..i t.o j oint opf, i_"~ t.ions , 
f r 01 1. -:: nt. cont.net b ,-: tHee n o ur hu tdqur.. rt e rs 0n In-r.r.~ j~::,o 1•f'j_cc 11lf_1t. '·.r:~ i:- ::; , lj_,--_j_ '.J0 L 
·,-1 · t.h t,!7 ,, l ? J <l td. r bor ,, Sr:i.g,•.dc ( S0p) r:nd ls-!:. Sp'] cii'..l Foece :=; Gmup Hc ,~d -
1-: u.r~ ·. f ,c, -es . -,.nd ?ubo-r•dinn"-8 ,xnj_t::; , :..nd D.nn u.:1..l i nt. c r s,-:, r v i cc '>r"tm _t-,,:.tion ·.o u r s . 
'T' lws 0- n.ci. 5.vitJ.w , t.q6 °~ t hc 1~ ,,tit.h p::.rtic~ pt1..t.ion i n jr i nt t.r:,_j_ni -ig ox n-rc:isc t.~ 
t·rJt}-i otJv~~ e.,_emcmt s of th '-3 V • .::> . A:t ny in t. ,1 •;1e:.,+ e m Pacif ic , w:Ll l g r c--?r1..t.ly 
i ncrertsc -t hr~ scope ['.ncl mngn it.ude of j oint opc:r.'.1.t.:i.on5 in i,vhi ch thia ;;,:-;1..cl
qu:-. -rt,~r:.~ 1_11 -:l t h e J.8t.h 7::.dic<1.-l f.i 61"lt,er 't!i ng i·rill r~.rticip,~t.. e . 

2 . Tn pl,m. i.n s for :t ·1 inc ro ·tJ (~ in these joint. :JlY.)[-; -t'.",'1.!·;i_s , t h1.) rn:ed fo r t 1e · -
:·<1.!"',n~nt.J.y ~: 8:.d 6ned g ro und J.ird~on o fficn l's t.o .:-,,s~d "-" t · in -t.h•: OrP.fXt i.'t~t i.on of 
~xe r ci s (~ pl ans nnd the t. rc.inirw o f Ai r F._ -·ce r,c!rsonn C' l h:>:s bt; Corr c inc: t·e r:.s -
i. '."I J:°~ly ;-,__r, :)~rent . Acs:i .s~·:rne:1t Gf g round 1::1.nj S0:l O r.f ice t'$, slrnul rl 1: e :JimilE'.. r L , 
scop-~ t.o t.h e r e cently i.mplumented CO-TA ,C R.egu J.ri.t-. .io n 350- 36, 27 i-::-_y 1')(iJ , 
dcvc1o p8d i n su, ,r.:-0rt o f cc~, US TAC lin.ison requir emc -rt.c . Br ie fly ; ·:-In 
etssi gnmer,t nt. t.h o 313t h Hi r Di•rfoion nnd l ,,th 'T'z >. cU .. c n.l °I•'ight. o r Wi11;.: shoul d 
bs _,f'f cted to ,,,;:;Gist cont.inuou ~i ly in: pl,'l.nni g of j oi at t mining ex erc ises 
,~nd 1 ro gn:um:, , inst ructi11g 011 Army org,:niz0t:io_1 , o pc rnti0r:s , . t,:'.ctics c.rd 
c qt1 irment , ,;.ssisti-ng commande r s i n \u,it trn.in:i.ng mr~tt.e r s pertn:Lning t o 
gro'u!ld su p x:> rt 0.:nd exrunining c.1..i r - g round procedures of pnrt:tcul n. r i !1te!'l'~ st 
t o pilo .... s s uch ns tnrge_t ::fr31e ction, dede n:1. t.ion , idcntif i cl~tion ·a nd 
a cqu:isit.ion , --md t-.h e _ snf f~ty of fric·~dly t roo )s . 

3 . I solicit y0ur support i n obta ining pen~1n 1f.mt fl<~::.dgnment of g round 
li0-i son of ; i ce rs t o .t.h,3 hendquartcrs o ~ t e dh"ision ~~1ct the 18th 'J' .cti c<..;J_ 
Fi :sht.er Wi g , <1nr:i reque st- thnt. your · hcnclqun:d ,e ro tD-k c • r.iorH.y ~ction t.o 
e ffe ct such a ssignme nts . 

4 . Inte rim · to pe nn~n •nt. n.ss:ignment 0f . gmund U nison off ~cers·, I run 
r "'que s t ing I X. Co .. ps, USARYIS . to furninh · round l iaison ll5$ist .1.nc~ on n 
_0m :,or ncy b -sis . 

· CLARK . 
.A.,nernl , 
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J. . Your Y'-:'qU'! '.:~t f .'J "r' +.h8 ;>.s ~; -~gn1 .. 1,nt- . f G1'J un d Li.f1.. i s o~. \... ~--: .... ~.cc rs t.o 
313 !'.i.D '\ld 1m~~ ·J -i n clud ccl i n y :) vY lot.t •.~r , ~;ub j e c.~-, -~s :->,:x) 'Je , ~ rtt.cd 
13 ~i,:iv l ~-163 , h ·,s b :~r~p f o n ·n .: ·i :xl t.o PL..,AF wi+h ;'f., "'(; n7_ e nd ot' '.,•: 1:·,r: 1t. by 
l·-.:1 .i3 '. fnn.rl. :1uf.'.rt.0 rs . 

2 . F0 , ... your i n fo _Tr. rtt i on , PAC/~Y i s rlcvqloping t:.n iE1 p 1"0 './ C! d -1. i r/;1.·ou.r:d 
iJ ogr r•.r:1 .::.nd ;v'.8 ;11-u 1"JO£:: '':·l +.\F; :.ssig.u.,,~n+. o .f MJJ ' s ~.o t 1 :• 251- .1 I r f Db , 
l s ~. C, .... _v Div , ? t .,1 I n !' Div :->..ncl 173 :ccl /\bn 3 ':'.'ig . Pr-o p:)s.'.U nc.l u.cl e:J n_s ::, i 1_:r.. 
m(H1 n.f GI.D ' s t.o 5A''? , 315AD ::-~nd "J_5AD • . P ~C F st.ri..+.e:i t .hf'.t. 1-.: e JlJ th r.i r 
Di,ri~ion j 5 10t. i ncludod in th is "Xch;•.n g ·: lu .-; t o. pr·n s0 it c los.s workin r:; 
'!'('1,-,,-f: i.,)nship with I X Corps . 1-1.dd:Lt..i.onn.lJ.j, t h,,., nhy::d.c :'J clo .... A proz irr.i'. .,:,r 
(J rf t.l1c t~1.r:r/ u;11t·F ur~i-t-.~ is nl::o r~ f!1..C ~.')l., in · I. hi s 1.~_;';(~r:-1 • 

.3 . I . -~, r r.•rJ -1-.h,:.t -~:xch-:-..ng e n.f' f I..0/=:1.o bot.,_.,con your Iie,~dq 1::.r't (~1·r. .~~ Yi I X 
Crlrps/173rd Abn 3d .g would be most b ,,neficin.1 :1nd ho.ve sup,-10 1:tqd t .. 1.i.s 
JX)s i tio n .!...o PACt,F' . I 11iJJ. k ::~ ';p -rou .:1.dvi ~:ed of de 1 lop.-rt::. i .t,"' • . 

L~ . T -1e PACi, ? p1YJf)Osn.l ' ' ". 1.Y; ..:'r:·1' !•F E3 ';D Only .c rnd w:L 1 not b e rl i scusse 
wV.h !\ :>:ny i~e pr .-;scnta-' iv.":J ~~ unt.i l ·t-.hr:: p1.'0gr,11n pr-; ('O .::;"..l s '"l_ 'l'' P, f -i r.T: . 

D. - G. POLHf\.hiJS 
Brigr.<lidr ffon er 1 , USAF 
Ch ie f of S .af f 
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o:r tc:inv;rnry duty Oj"'i.?rs !:.o t. hc 1~3 .. 1 Tnc!:.i c .".l '?jghb:·r, i1Ji•·; .,. :;:1is 
,)!:' ('i c e r , C:: pt .". i n ':'-.;dri E . L,:n,,is , J.nfr.n'. .. ry , ·,d .J.'I r r~po r -f:, o n 6 J":.l.'J". 1y 

1964 fr.n • 1.?0 ,L".J!J 1.-r~r1/J ra .~y rluty . I ~ d c cisjon on yom" ~·c:-!w, s ·~ in t.h i.G 
rnnt. t /•1.~ to F'itth _.\ :. r Fo rce Ir.... ·1nt b ,,cn ~·-cce:iv,,ri by t ,.-!.-~. +.n n nin:1. l 1.~ n ,:;f 
-t he J_20- d:; :'.r p~:• r~ind , I :-1ill , ..... r r ~np:e tlnt C"..ikv.,in L-cwj_~} b,:-: r ep'1.:~ced on 
t c:-n po r ary -iut y 'ty '.'.lV t>tcr •.1.r~ .. -1. i e ri A ;_~ny o ~fi cc r . 

L. t. • 1.L. ~-1cor1r 
1\~;!. _j t'} r Gnf"ley~'">]_ , 11r1. j_t(;d st .. '!.tf~s /,.r:ny 

Depu---:y Corrcii:.nd i n!, Gr~:1.ertu. 



REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: 51CR 

.. 
:,.A' ef r_,-, .~ :.,~ 

HEADQUARTERS 
51ST F IGHTE R I NTERCEPTOR WING 

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
APO 235, San Francisco, California 

4 Feb 1964 

SUBJECT: {Clea rwater) Ret e ntion of th e 35T CS at Naha and Rotation 
of the 81 STCS to Lockbourne AFB Ohio 

TO: 31 3Air Div (CR) 

1. Studies of the manpower, training, supply support and mainte nanc e 
problems of the proposals outlined in PACAF PAD 64-3A indicate that 
cost reduction, increased combat effectiveness (ICE) and gold flow 
could be better serv~d by the continued assignment of three troop 
carrier squadrons to Naha and the movement of the 81 STCS froi:n 
Tachikawa to CONUS. 

2. Assignment of all units to Naha would permit c e ntral control of all 
PACAF assets for the C-130. Concentrated supply at Naha would not 
increase the number of line items here appreciably but would permit 
elimination of items peculiar to the C-130 from other base supplies 
in PACAF with the subsequent reduction in workload and storage space. 
Single base location and responsibility would insure compatibility of 
mobility kits to aircraft commitments. 

3. Assets are in place to support three troop carrier squadrons at 
Naha. Rotation of the 815TCS would permit shipment to the 317th 
Troop Carrier Wing the majority of the AGE at Tachikawa that is 
peculiar to the C-130 while return of the 35TCS\vould release very 
few pieces of equipment. Items on hand at Naha are based on fleet 
support requirements, not necessarily an equal number per squadron~ 
and will continue to be required in the same numbers to support two · 
squadrons, plus proposed suppo1·t of the 815th. Return of the 815th 
would preclude some of the man.hour investment in the juggling oJ 
assets as outlined under the current PAD. 

4.- Retention of the 35TCS in Okinawa., a minimum gold flow area, 
contrasted to the 815th TCS in Japan, would more effective ly support 
the Nation• s gold flow program. 



,,. .. • !-
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5~ The transfer of the h eavy m a intenance/T56 workload to Na ha would 
negate any saving of personnel expe cted with the l oss of a s qua dron. 
Therefore only those individual s identifi e d by th e 6100th (approximate ly 
114 w ere cit e d in 315Air Div Message 315MC-0004 ) could b e s aved 
unde r the PAD 64-3A as writt en. R etention of the 35TCS a t Naha 
would permit r eturn of all personnel and de p e ndents identified with 
the 8 1 5TCS to the CONUSo 

6. The ai r craft m ainte nanc e r e quirem ent s must be planne d/sche duled 
to provide the airframes r e quired to support the allocated flying hours 
and the operational r e ady rate. This can be accomplished most 
effectively and economical1y from one adequate location. 

7. Aircraft niainte nance must have comple te bas e supply and fi e ld 
maintenance shops support if the NORM /NORS time is to be kept to a 
nun1mum. Scheduled inspections, corrosion control work, TCTO 
accomplishments, fuel cell repairs plus unscheduled maintenanc e can 
be best accomplished by a single n1aintenance organization at one location 
under one responsible individual (the Chief of Mainte nance)o Unsched
uled maintenance away from the home station, plus MOD/IRAN, c a n be 
bett e r coordinated and supported from concentrated resources. 

8. The concentration of repair and test equipment necessary for the 
repair of C-130 items would improve the Base · s e lf sufficiency program 
and reduce duplication. Concentration of PACAF r e quirements ~t one 
station should permit depots to authorize and support more e quipment 
for self sufficiency actiono 

9~ Two large aircraft rnaintenance hangars will be available at Naha in 
April 1964. These two ·hangars will each provide working space for two 
C-130 aircraft plus eight _fighter type aircraft at any one time~ In 
addition to the hangar space we have five aircraft maintenance docks for 
phased/PE inspections, fuel cell repair and unscheduled maintenanceo 
We"'also have a wash rack, plus all required field maintenance supporting 
shops. OMS buildings required to· support three squadrons of ·c-130 air
craft and a fighter squadron are on hand and in use. In the near future 
the PACAF Corrosion Control Facility will be opened at Kadena Air Base. 
This facility will be only five minutes by air and forty minutes by 
road from Naha which would mean a minimum of time lost to ferry 
operations. 

10. Maximum flexibility in scheduling and utilization of all PACA F 
C-130 airframes could be achieved by single ownership and control at 
Naha. 'fhis wou1d be especially t r ue for aircraft committed to the 

2 
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Ale rt P ad at K a d ena whe r e the proxim ity to Naha w ould b e tantamount 
to at home suppo rto 

l lo Aircraft mainte nance organizations must provide positive control 
and be able to identify thos e responsible in order to prove safe and 
effective. The split function envisioned by PAD 64-3A does not provide 
this condition and is cons idered unacc e ptable. 

12. Recommend that the 81 5TCS be retu rnecl to the U o S. a nd the 3 5TCS 
b e retaine d at Nahao 

LESTER C. HESS 
Colonel, USAF 
Com1nander 



r3 -·~ fr' ·.~:;; :1\r 
l 'F H ':'\ ,~·1'ICAL Pl'i-fft::1. :·.1 HJG, ()3 l 37ri AI: :3.\3'."": ~W;G 

A}JD 

· 1 . Pu!'JX)s e : To F!stahlish r- .sr,o ' H:db i.l.it:i for s m. ::art. 0f a _s pe ci a l 
d,:opl 0;/Tr.cn f-. mlf.: s 1.on . 

2 . .:)c cpc : 'f'h·Ls JY! ;;mox>;mdurn 0f underr.tan"ling i s .:~ppl i cn.bJe t.o t:1e 1:)➔-.h 

T,.., c ➔ :. ic.nl Fi ght,~2• i•Ji ng , (1J l Jt.h J.ir Gas e '.-fin; 01YJ 3 ro. r omb Wing . 

23 

3 . (}r!n~ ral : Provid·~ s u pr..o ·rt f o r 1.1,f)'i Y'Oxim<"1.t -:1l y SffV'-'n (? ) dc1.ys f or t .:11·~e 
(3 , B- 57 ~irc~a! t . 

(1) Provide billcti n~ nnd mc s ~i ng for ni ne (9) off~cer s nrid 
twenty-five ( 25 ) a irrr.•m . 

(2) Provide one (1) st n.tion WD.?on for ope r a t.L ns a r~d one (1 ) .. \ 

Pick- 1..~p t. ruck fo r J1i.tint.1:mance pe rsonnel. · 

(3) Provi de off j_cG .and briefing mom space compl ete with tele 
phone (A.r ea 11 D11 T- 21.~50) . 

(4.) Provi de medica l s e rvice s a s r equ i red. 

b. The 18t h Tact ictl r'ight e r Wing will:" 

(1) Provide t he following equipncnt : 1 e a ?-1 Jack , 1 ea C-21 
Gene r a tor, 1 en NC-1 Compressor, 1 ea. Lox Traile r , 3 ea (20 ) Ton Ja cks, 
B-3, ·1 e.i C-.1 Maintenance Platforrn. 

( 2) Provide approxima t.ely f:xJ ea 25# practice bombs ( s.'nok~,). 

(3) Implement t he ba se flying sa f et y p rogram,. · Report. , invest igate , 
and initiate n.ircraft a ccident r eports i n a ccorda nc e with AFR 62-14 if 
requi·r ed. 

(4) ·conduct nirmuniti ons safety ~s requi red by A~ 32- 20 and 
applicable .o.s. 

{5) Provide parki ng _ space for three (3) B- 57 .,J. i r cr r,,.ft f or t he 
approxim.a~.e da .es o f 23· thru 29 S p · 63. 

( 6 ) Provi de neces sa ry fi~ld main · nance ·~nd A ~ s upr,ort . 

c. The··.Jrd Bomb ~-1ing_ will: 

I 



(1) -) r ov.ide q.t:1.lifi ed licensed opc rrt t.ors for loaned 1.r,-•hi_cJ.es 
if.' up:1.ble to b 0J .fu1.,·1i~Jh?d 'f:ly hos t . 

5. :~.12.I?,TOVP.l : The l.~n-,s 0f +.his ~l: r -~cment. : l r :: :, CC(; iJtable and i s id:'e ct i •;•.; 
u p:)n anp nw;ll by 1-. 1e l Sth ·rrt ct.i..cRl Fi ; ht.::> 1_• ·.-!i n;:; , 6Ji J t.h \ ir ? ,1.sc :.-ri ng r~rd 
3rd :-:1oi:/o ~'ling CO."'cf'l,). J'lci e 1~c; . 

j QHN W C.t\.RPF~ TER 
Colon1; l , USA~ 
Di rec-f:.ti 1• of Eat· ·" riol 
lHth ':i:''n ct . ical F !.(!ht-,; r 

.pprov r.•d . 

G. ;, . 3IUIIa 
Colon81 J U3ft.l-' 
Co::-ur:.:.;)C.Cl, , 1C1t .h T'lt c 7t, r .. :.Jg 

CJ 

Jn;u.T R '.1.0 C:E 
r,o lon ;l , U""AF 
Cor:ur..rtr,ct~: r J f:1Jl3th A.SW 

F~A.~. ·~I~) -' ~ '/ TI· ~LI~l 
Solone l , USA? 



'SECRET 
3130C-P 

Fifth Air Forrie Visitation 1 Oct 63 

3130C 

l. A visitation to Fifth Air Force was conducted 011 24 September 1963 in con
junction with a Mail Pouch flight. Both the Pla11s and Programs Division and 
Operations and Training Division were visited. The following points of ~terest 
to the 313th Air Division were ~overed. 

a. Operations and Training. 

(1) Support Operations 

(a) 

quarter FY 1964. 
for in PA 65-2. 

( b) 

There is no additional flying time available for the first 
Mail Pouch will have to use the 2 per cent overfly provided 

Within the FY 1964 C-47 aircraft will be reduced to 14 in 
Fifth Air Force. Thirteen C-47's have definite requirements; eight are Special 
Mission aircraft assigned to Osan AB. The remaining aircraft are to be con
solidated at Tachikawa. When I asked Fifth Air-Force what they planned to do 
with the C-47 pilots, they did not have an answer other than "possibly train 
them in the T-33." I advised Fifth Air Force of a.11 the support requirements 
levied on the C-47. Their answer is, "We are going to lose the C-47. It is 
inevitable." 

(c) PACAF queried Fifth Air Force on how man_C-54's they wanted 
replaced by C-118's. The answer that _was forwarded to Hq USAF on 23 September 
1963 was "all". The first C-118 arrivals will go to MATS at Tachikawa. · 

(d) Fifth Air Force was queried on the following items and the 
answer had to be researched. 

1. Are four T-33's assigned to Kadena Air Base specificaily 
designated as STAN/EVAL aircraft? 

2. Who has priority STAN/EVAL or ORI support? 

3t How can PACAFR 60-10 (crew rest) be compatibl e with Mail 
Pouch . requirements? 

(e) I was advised that we should receive the 1720:00 hours T-33 
time requested. 

(2) Special Missions. 

SECRET 
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(a) Was advised th,jt 5FOOT-X wanted 313th Air Di vi s ion t,_.p 
decide what T-33 section would run any particular Mail Pouch. 5FOOT- X 00678, 
dated 7 February 1963, was no t to be co nst ru ed to mean thr1t Ka de na was the 
only on e designated to run the mission. 

(b) Sc hedul e for Detac hment #1, SAC, for the month of Octobe r 
was obtained and pa ssed on to T-33 Operations, Kade na. 

(3) Training and Exercise Di visi on. 

(a) 18th Tactical Fighter Wing requested that I check on 
the status of jump training for FAC. Both PACAF and Fifth Aj r Force have 
taken a new approach on this subject. Major Sorensen indicat ed that request 
for such training should receive approval. 

(b) Capt Collins advised that PACAF OPU\N ·J04 - 63 will hav e 
a supporting µlan drawn up by Fifth Air Force . A Frag Order will be publi s hed ; 
however, due to the Late arrival of the plan, we sl1ould proceed with what we 
hav e . li e said that there is a requirement for a control staff. 

(c) Liv e firing on Ni ghtmare Exercise will be 16 October; 
th e followin g two days will be weather back-up. 

(4) Combat Operations Divisiori 

(a) Lt Col Rogers was que ried on the best approa ch to hav e 
a GLO assigned to the 313th Air Division and what was in the mill at Fifth 
Air Force on thi s subject. llis answer was that there is no short cut; the 
formal request will have to be proc essed at all levels of command, USAF a nd 
tBA. 

b. Director of Plans and Programs. 

(1) Plans Division 

(a) Change #l to Fifth Air Force OPLAN 27-63 has been forwarded 
to 313th Air Division. Change #2 will be out in about thirty days but not 
later than l December 1963. 

(b) (S) Logistics annex to· Fifth Air Force OPLAN 27-63 does not 
provide for pylon tanks for 18th Tactical Fighter Wing aircraft in phase II. 
This is being resolved at Fifth Air Force and a letter is presently being 
coord i nat ed. Anticipate 18th Tactical Fighter Wing providing own support 
in this area. {i . e., tanks transported from Kadena) 

(c) Fifth Air Force OPLAN 23-63 has been forwarded to llq USA F 
for coordination. 

{d) There is -a new Fifth Air Force OPLAN 25-64 in the mill and 
should be finalized within thirty days. 

SECRET 



SECRET 
(c) The new Fifth Air Forc e OPLAN 32-6Ll i s in for s.ig naturcs 

a n d s hould be forwarded to 313th Ajr Division 011 or about 14 October 1963. 

2. Thi s l etter is classified SECRET bec,rns e it r cveu ls logi s tic s defici e nci es 
in Operations Plan . 

.JAMES L. THOMPSON 
Capt a i n , USAF 
Chi e f, Programs Offic e r 
Directorate of Operations 
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3130C-P 

Sµecial File 

313MC 
313JA 
3130S 

3130P 
313PC 
313AC 

SECRET 

313SG 
313CE 
313TC 

29 Oct 63 

31310 
~H3DS 
313AS-C 
IN TURN 

l. Headquarters 313th Air Division is designated as Fifth AF Alternate 
Headquarters (Reor) and must bi prepared to perform the essential wartime 
fun~tion, assume command, and activate IJq Fifth AF Alternate (Reor) at 
such time as it is determined that both Hq Fifth AF and Fifth AF Alternate 
(Advanccd)(4lst Air Division) are non-operational. 

2. Fifth Air Force Alternate Files are maintained at this headquarters by 
the Classified Section of the Director of Administrative Services. These 
file~ consist of selected publications and duplicate copies of documents and 
reports necessary to conduct essential wartime functions at alternate loca
tions. Material for the file is originated by the OPR at Fifth AF and 
is forwarded to the alternate locations by special file transmittal form. 

3. The Fift-h AF/313th Air Division 17-:-yr series oplans (COP) require a 
periodic review of the Fifth AF alternate files by each addressee. After 
the initial review, it is desired - th at each agency review their respective 
files once each calendar quarter beginning in January. Notification of the 
review will be issued by this office each quarter as a reminder. 

4. lt is requested that each staff agency review the file initially as to 
adequacy and currency of the material. Your comments and recommendations, 
if any, should be completed in the following format: 

a. Reference of Specific Document(s) to include subject and date. 

b. Statement pertaining to adequacy or currency of the material. 

c. Recommendations for improvement of your file or deletion if con
sidered of no value. 

d. Recommended changes to specific documents or procedures involved. 

Report your conclusions to 3130C-P as soon as possible but not later than 15 
November 1963 for consolidation and submission to Headquar~ers Fifth AF. 
Neg~tive replies are required if appropriate. 

SECRET 
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5. This letter _is'classified SECRET us the association of either of the t~o 
organizations mentioned as ~n alternate ~eadquart crs of Fifth AF is classified 
SECRET. GP-1 

FOR THE COMMANDER 

-RICHARD D. GOREE 
Colonel, USAF 
Director of Operations 
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S!JBJEC'l' IS SI\'! sown: .. . r, SC'.€DUU~D F R 20- 26 QC'iW~;J1 . PEt:U: 0DICAIJ,Y , 

1~n:·r;-i n ,., /l) BOliL IJNI'I'S , TAIWAN . Cl.OS?: 

PTk VIDF.D BY 'THC 405· Tr"\'/ , 0 U1.RK ti m 3As: . 

Tft0L OF Cmi 13 ATF ( , ) , -T dWAN FO:~ OFm '. 1Srr: CLOSE _SUP?O T 0."" U. S . AF?1':"Y 

THE COF ·fA.i\JDrnr' G.R 1i'ER! L 173 Arnao \, B .IG1.D~~ (SEP) 'fE':QU.,STSD OUR CONSIDER-

A'f'ION 'T'O fU11.J I SH 6 Fl05 ' 3 TO p ;t:l'rI~IPJ 'l'S s Ar, !'fc -;sson AIR . IT IS A:1JTICI PA~'.'.::D 
• ·- 1 

'i'._ ~'1.' 'fH:•: Fl0 5 ' S WOULD FLY- 10 SOr:TE,S T:A CH DAY F1 R 6 Df,Y ·. -~RIOD. 1 > TFW 

PAR1'ICIP/i..TIO-\J ~OULD Bl'.. ~ IGHLY FI~; ,FICL L I.i 'f7,,_l.s CF J ,, r w 

•y ffhNEFI'i'S . p sr ~ 1'..RCL.;.., 

DAYS 





ij • . s . - c:11~,f;-~~~ ::·A~·:i~ .. !'1.COr·-/ 1:3 
I:IC1'(-J7~~ -;;~~~ -.,I :r~ ::· 1::D~Y 

(:i·;·~~.\ ·- ;!~i. 1:()TI.~,!J}·."'.~ ST ,.T{ 

ii/ed l'>s·J:.,: , (,~ 1.r)lJ;, 1~ :t_,, 1r:: (;J 

27 

11 3 '. .y Solclie r/1'i 2l'- Sing rv" will ._, e t. lv-: i'o,1rth such e.xr:rcJ_r,c c01 duct 1cl by 

.~oBpon i g t o 'i "':Utml~.t.ed J\ggres .2 r fo, .sion , hi p r-.ers will 

cl os .,, y l ':f A..rneric .. u_ · s o t h ,- _ 73 b-. gn. ~e . 



173 i , /-'\tf ~:,,.., Gl' : .: ::1.,·,~_'L• !C :'..rdo 

'T' •;1c!"i "•,:ftJ.-iC~.:: ''--'.\! c J..)·.::;i:, ,-d. r 



'I'nsk ."'orc1!:i of both .lo ne C i n .s e Airbnrnc Troopn n ld of th e United 

States Okir.m-.rr'. -b .Deel 173rd .U -rborne B~i J'.Ch (Se pnrr..te ) .-1ill b(, . ropped 

from t roop c G::-r-io _ .. <1.irc':-r-..ft into t.he n- rmeuv Jr ftre . on t.he r:1.oming of 

Oct.obe r 2 0-t:.n .ncl n nin on h e morning of Oct ob~ r 24th . 

n Js·X)nding t o r>. Dir ul,-:-.ted ~r,gressor invasion, CM. 1cs e p,:i.rt'.t, roop~rs 
~ 

will mnke .. he irst dro fo11owed closely by AJ ,eric~n unitu of the 173rd 

Airborne Brigade ~ 

Unit ed St !'.tes Force s pA.rticipt\ .ing will include he 1st ri.nd 2nd Bat-

tr. ... lions (Ai rbon'le), 503d I nfnntry, whic , togethe r wit other ~upr,o rting 





J , ~~(Ji 1 SC:, r S:Ji.Jl~-1S ' J~J:-t~' 

:·
1 \ CIFI C :;·""J'1\ rc.) \ ~ fj :)1'RI :)~~/ 

' ·/ :.1·1•"' G(l;-;.y , ✓.. J Ocl_,J b, , ;-, 7_11).3 

~ .. ~'I l __ f;-;·,~ .. ,.~ :r: 1_ ~~---n ... :.''{ ,' . ) . ' , ?1 ··.: . ·J·. ~Y'tC'~-1'5 . 

~'.' !_'i' JT~'-/ '.:.· : t_')J t.! 'ti , "1 . 
(3 \~·.3 ~ _j_. .. ,,~r1 ~Jll 1.~(J-!"!,i_l ~~i1.Je f / 

into t i eir desi ~nn .e1 arsn . 

consolidr. t ~ 

· 1fonday ~nd Tuesday the Sino- Amedcn'n f'.'01~ces w re _. to·· CO- cen .r ate on 

}107;'f.;. - :1:vns a od . t f ,y('c ::i..i g , 1A noo retical invn fora 1.+(?· the aea , 
"". 



Ai rtlrops Pt both ,he r-.mo rican nnd Ch i nese cl. ,!) zonn :J were o b38 r'Vt:d 

f , 

• ClO. r'K , t,.()l;U enf!r.u. , ~ 13th 

n ~ • ,.., • ~ ksto n , corrirr~ Tn 



r~: ~r·· l ~ 4.J1 ~ ~ ~: ~c >\J iCOi·I 
Sn:f·,i 1 r ·· t:1 _l , ,,;? ,C'. ( · c; Le) ~, ,; r l <) r~ ~ 

suppli cl t he needed clo s e air a nd g . und t.actic~l support for t he par .:?.+, !•00
4
.;ers . 

During t h ~ second d y of th•v bi - country# defensive e :x:e r c s e , ·.i . borne · 

f c ree , j oined a "t • s ei ?.. % th · :: · na.l 

o ject. v c-.: , 

al · supervisio 



..::~lung valuabl e CX:)Bri onc 



n-IUNDERCiffEFS 
FLY CLOSE SUPPORT 
FOR 1 SKY SO WIER t 

PACIFIC STARS AND STRIPES 
Saturday, 26 October 1963 

TAINAN, Taiwan (OI)--The u.s. Air Force's F-105 Thunderchiefs, 

described ns the "world's most powerful one-man nirplnnes, 11 and capable 

of att.ncking an aggressor a.t speeds better than 1,400 miles an hour, 

entered the United Sta.tea-Republic of Chine airborne maneuver, Exercise 

Sky Soldier, this week. 

The Thunderehle ts I assigned to Fifth Air Force I s 18th Tact,icnl Fighter 

Wing at !Cadena AB, Okinmm, flew in close tactical support as an "aggressor" 

to sup:rx>rt Anny forces. 

The 18th, 'Which converted from the F-100 to the F-105 in 1962, is 

commanded by Col. George B. Simler. 

The F-105s flew sorties at low altitudes among the rolling green 

hills of southern Taiwan, utilizing their automatic terrain avoidance 

radar. Their entry into this semi-anm.1r'll exercise marked the first 

participation of Pacific Air Forces F-105s in such maneuvers in the Pacific. 

The Kadena AB F-105 ·wns the first wing of its type in PACAF to pass 

its operati_onal readiness / inspection on the initial teftt. 

E.xerciee Sky Soldier; known to the Chinese as Tien Bing 1.V, is 

nearing the ccmpietion of its first week. The u.s.-Republic ot China 

exercise began Sundey • 



c,: : rr • , IJ~ ~ -✓.\. I--I~ ·u:r;·((; ·:;--., \~~ 
',tC!,.l · .-- r- rl~t~r ' ?3 !) c1:,r )'i·) t"? ··~ 1_; \J 

'f'roor ca r ric .,.. :.t i r c "i.', t , ~s w0l l r1.s · close d. r s p:o:> rts , ?.r 0 be ing 

provided by units of th -=> l . S . Ptici.fic Air :"orce::: P.r: l the.:i.r Chin ,3 0 e<Y•n-t- 3·· -

::.;xe rcise director is U • .s . GBne r t;,l "li' l is '-J . 1 !il:.lifilfi.Bon , corr,., "'.nding 

gene ral , 173d tdrborne brig, ~e ( Se~r r.t.o ) . Ch ' nese Airborne Generl\l P . Y. 

{' is I'. e deputy exercise di~ c .or. 
. I 

A 6 - esao l"' ..... orce-s , Iil .y .. :a by the 173d .I s rrro9 ~J E , 17th . Or.walry, 

.16t 



~i rst. phrwe of t he seven-day .f i el d problem t r-; ~ i ntttes . tomorrow. 



T'.,JO pqorF;r:D 'T.' ifi:J3T 
,JOHiG s rY ~SJLDE1S 

.H'(UKYUAN ~.r:JI>l 
Frid.'.'.y , ?5 Gctob P r 1.%3 

exe rcise d ubb ed "Sky Solctie r /'I'fon. Bi ne IV • 11 

• • I 

:--~2;.1.-lnst nn "invn.d i n6 11 r,. 1;g r essor ' forc e . ::;y l l'..t e .'l.ft c rnoon tricLic[!.l s cco s s 1~s 

Hiver. 

Willinrnson , is d irect ing t.hc ,3xe:ccise n ssistcd by Chi11 -✓ s e (¼,,, r,..., 1~'11 P . Y. 8 Yu 

stnff of of.: icers from bot..h count r ies keeps t.~bs on ~he r>Xc:rcise rm.d joi rt.ly 

n"..ke s decisions • 

.At 8 n . , • Oct . 20 , p:1 rl'..troopc .rs from t .l 0 Chines e rti1.i or. c t. :coops nn.d c 

rm r...ssrrult by d.m p·Ji1 g from Chinese Air Force pl a. .1es i r.t o . m p zone "Kini , 11 

a . :"~ren )f fields m ~d rice p!:tddie s south of 'I'c. innn . Ai ho! r :->..n 1 hnl f l n.t..er , 

the tr·ooper-s of the 173rd paroc .1Ut ed i:rt:.o drc p z-0ne i1Li m, 11 n. fnw mile"" 

fa rther 1orth to . rive a,;. r e scors trom the rich F'.f: rieultm"'.['.l . ~ea of 

southern Tlliwnn . 

un_;ts us • in t.he mock '\tiar . ·. Alo , g wi ~h their Chl n-" . a co terpn.rts , d rop 

e b_rought under con~.rol f m t he 11 ei1emy ~" 



The mer. 

likA t .o 1;, .. t out in _. :1e fi e ld tmd l ook fon.r.-i:'d t.,) t. is dnct of r,1n.1 ouve.r . 

'T'hei r Ii on1.le i3 exc pt:i.lmc.ll y high ." 

·:·iv , n t:10 c m r ,cc t.eris ::ic,,ny ,-iirbo( ,e 

l find 
1t. if I l earned r:iy t.r". ining l e ssons . 11 i)urin6 a i nner b r e .k :fGO 's 

coulr-1 be seen goh1rt ve r their next m ssion mv.kin'-' sur a t .. a move •,rou.l · 

11 've t X'<".l ned 'my s qund t ,o 
.. n.~t to cert .in s i !'l,.tinns--.Jo f : -r h e r 1 va 

do 1e ev ,r yt.r i n llsked · of t ' en," n scp td l e 1der . rwTe ;t ::t prou ly . 

exerci::,_e , l -® 

r anJ.ly nr e ." 

s~ 11 , l ets n know w e re we ~t "lnd . 



o f s:,ut,hor n T>1. j_wtt,1 Wedne sday &n United St.a t.es nnct Chine~,e paratroope rs 

The lull signi. :tied the ericl of the t rAfoing exercis e for l, 700 ! rll t.iona.1-

ist 11nd American troops p.1,rti.ci pa!·, i ng so far. I t w1.n only the beginning , 

howBv e 1~, for an equal numb e r of tmops of the · joj_nt. f or cos who were sched-

uled to drop Thursday. 

The la.rge-$cale maneuver enters its second phnne Thursday with t wo _ 

s e ~ .rate a ii.--dny~is of Okin~wa-based fJ.'1.l"n.t.roopers f1'0m t he 2d Bn .-· (Air~,orne), 

) 503d Inf., l 7_3d AJ.rborne Brigade (Separate J, and t ,1:Edr Cldnese count. e r prd"'t-t.1. 

The maneuver is b~sed on · repelling a hypotheti cal ir-vnd c r from ·t.aki ;; 

C- l2hs •:Jhich b_ ; ~ght ove r t e 2d Bn . 

after C 3 ,es ! and !116 ic 

i 1 .. he y . 



t.hem. 11 

The de f 8nders .:v -_,.,. ::r .,_ct ici • both cornr sn _.ion ~l -,". 1d anco'nv ~~nt io 1nJ. 

\ 

·,mr fn: ✓ t i'lct ics 01u1i •--, ,3d !'..t t n 

WillL1mnon r: .d · Chi nese 



'SKY SOLDIER 1 

BULL'S-EYE 
FOR 1,800 

3&S Taiwan Bureau 

PACIFIC STARS AND STRIPES 
Satur-dny, 26 October 1963 

--.-1 L-;-· 
. , . ./ '--) 

TAINAN AS, Taiwan--About 1,800 American nrrl Chinese paratroopers 

mo.de perfect drop landings in fields southeast of here Thursday to start 

the second and final phase or Exercise Sky Soldier/Tien Bing IV. 

The massive training e.xereiae involves 700 troopers of the 0kinawn

bMed 2d Bn. (Airborne), 503d Int., 173d Airborne Brigade (Sepnrote), nrrl 

200 troopers fmm other elements of the brigade, besides 900 Nationalist 

Chinese airborne troops. Their mission is to eliminate ·a theoretical 

invader. 

Earlier in the week the brigade's 1st Bn. completed a similar drop 

from U.S. Air Force transports. 

The well-executed drop won high praise fran Mnj. Gen. Lawrence J. 

Lincoln, deputy commander U.S. Army Ryukyu Islands nnd IX Corps on Okinawa. 



TROOPS RETURN .TO OKINAWA 
' SKY SOLDif.R I EHDS rn 'n ... -.:wn-r 

OKINAWA HORHING 3'1:~R 
Tuesdrw, '?.,9 Octob e r 1963 
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incl uded two rd.rbor-ne nssaults , r~xercise 11 Sky .S0l d icr/ Th~n Di!~g Tv " ended 

ove r· t he weekend wh en U. S . nncl Chin r; c~ i:. n )o fx, prepn r ed to r et urn . to t:1 ':d r 

of U.S . ~ 11 ~ 1ine s e forces t o ~e ce ivo r:.ining . 

h i ghlight s of t he _ opcX".:Ydon. 11 

1•1Sky Soldier/ Ti 8n Bi ng IV.11 wns t '1e fourth such de fo 1siv : rt.i'l'.'borr1e 

training exerc.is '.?. conducted in southe:rn T,'\iwt".n . - Sevcnte ·"n hund 1"ed p 1.T'a -

troopers from t he 173c ni:i;•bor ne br1gnd ,T ( s c~pnpa l.e) o Okin,:i.wA j oined Ghi 1 PSe 

a.i. rb rne for ces :for tt W'" .k ' p trtdni.ng in the· cr.nefi olds i':lrd p:"·ldi ,~s of t, ,v.3 

Repu~lic of C Jnr. !',;Lr force units as. well M ,ho~e from the U .s. ir 

provided c1ooe fo r .he jump- , n, tb ':! push ln1and 
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PACIFIC STARS AND STRiffiS 
Wednesday, 30 October 1963 

EXERCISE CALLED BEST TO DA'I'E 

1 SKY SOlDIBRS I WILLIAMSON: WE WANT MORE 

s&S Taiwan Burellu 

A-LIE}T , Tniwan--Brig. Gen. Ellis W. Willirun.eon, director of exei-

cise Sky Soldier/Tien Bing IV, said Saturdr1y thnt the exercise has proved 

of such value that military officials nlready nre looking nhend to exercise 

No. 5 "whenever it can be scheduled." 

Over a cup of coffe• in hfo tent nenr A-Lien in southern Tniwnn, the 

45-year-old generol expressed high enthusiasm for the efficient manner in 

which Sino-Arnerl.cnn forces cooperated in carrying out the problems involved. 

Ha noted thnt junior lenders benefited by handling a wide variety of 

commnnd functions they would encounter if under actual combat conditions. 

Besides simulated grourxi combat with close air supp.,rt, training }ilasea 

included supply problems, psychological warfare, medical evacuation of 

simulated ca.aualtiee and other concepts of gmurrl-airborne operations. 

Willitunson pointed out that on saturdny, last day of the week-long 

exereise, men ""10 had been without rest for 48 hours were still "playing 

the game to the hilt." 

About · l,500 paratroopers of the Okinawa-based last Bn., (Airbome), 

503d Inf'., 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate), which Williamson comnands, 

and Chinese airbome troops :pP.,rtiei~ted in the Sino-American maneuvers. 

"I have the impression our men fown a certain thrill. in caning to 

Taiwan fran Okinawa to carry out a definite probl<n in a definite time 



schedule,," Williamson said. "Riflemen, radiomen, technicinns of nll 

kinds--fit their skills together very wello" 

Airdrops of parotroopers nnd equiµnent from C-124 Globemnsters n.nd 

C-130 Hercules aircraft of the 315th Air Di~. have been characterized by 

veterons of previouo Sky Soldier exercises ns the best of their type to 

date. It is Williamson 1 $ first participation in a Sky Soldier maneuvel". 

· The generol tenned tactical air support by both aggressor and defending 

forces 0 extramely11 beneficial as n fonn of tm.ining, 11ground-eir elements 

have coordinated very well, r1 he snid. 110ne is dependent on the other. We 

depend on the Air Force to give us our flexibility by means of its airlift." 

Williamson also had a complimentary word for local inhnbitnnts living 

in the 25--mile equare exercise area. They were, he anid, "exuberant'' 

speetatorn whose cooperative attitude nided the problem and whose friendly 

overtures extended .to preeenting hundreds of pounde of pineapples nnd other 

fruit to -troops afield. 

Incidental support from Chinese Army elements rariged from providing 

stands for visitors watching the mass drops to retrieving parnchutes and 

other items in the fields. The service enabled 1,700 pnretmopers to move 

on without delq. At Williamson's o~mtional bend.quarters in A-Lien, 

Chinese· and American officers shared stnff responsibility in all sections 

on a 50-50 basis. 

General P. Y. Yu of the Chinese airborne serYed as exercise deputy 

director. 

Betore embarking tor the retum fiight to Old.naws SUnday, 173d Air,,. 

borne troops were imited to watch a Chinese entertairmient troupe pertonn 

-at an air base near Taiwan. · 
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HYUJ2!'1 wr fCVE'r! 
Fd.d:i.y , J. Hov ,::-nbs r 1963 

"t'AINfo!~ , Tn iw:'..n--The rigorouc fi c1d tra ining ex0rci s8 of Si.>10 - ArjiJ ricn.n 

nirborne troops ended he r 0 L'1st W88k i.nen us ,1.nd GR.C troops lYtOVed b.'.'.ck t o 

t heir home st,n.t ions. 

The two td.rbome nssr.mlt ex e-rcist? , "Sky Soldie r/'l':i. en Bing DJ ," wn.s a 

two ph,:,..s e t ost. of t:. he two 1".i:rborne f orces ' nb ilit.y to rep~l n s :i.mulnt:.ed 

inv usi on of s o1.1t.hen1 'fuiwan . 

This yenr, for the f ·lrst t i me in the E•1mu:tl s-eries of exercrn s s , 

Chinese and A.1neric<'.ln ai rborne unit. s c onduct.od two identic::.l phases ove"l'.' 

the S:"Lrne m·m enve r .nrea . Th is doubled t he ruz11b C} r o f rx~rt.icipr.nt.~: by 

nJ.lot·Tir:g two b,'ltt...,l ions of US ri.nd Chi ne se fo rce s to recei ve th~ !:,mining . 

SAID I sucr:r~SSFUL ' 

been one o f t he most successful tr[\._ining nxer ,ises we havrJ yPt hel d . The 

n.bility of stnff of~ i ce :rn of both ountr:tes towo rk t off.Jt.he r h[l.S been _one 

of the h.'.ghlights of the ope mt.ion . Of course , the troo pel'.'S in t.h: field 

hnve lived up t o .our highest expe ctations of coopen1.tion nnd espri t. . 11 

T.1e "Sk1J Soldier/ Tien Bi ng nrn _exe rcise wn,.. the fourth suc1 ef ::_,; nsive 

:drborne .raining ~onduct.e by US and - G~C f orce& i n southe rn u._ w,.n . 

Seys 1t.een ·hun.drod _p:"1re.t r ooo re f ;u m the 17.3:ro Airborne Brigade ( S_epnrfl. .e ) 

from Okinn.wa j oini} · Chines a.irborne for t he week_' s ·tr11.ini ng in. t,hc c ru-1 "'! -

fie lo s and i·ice pnrldies . of t ! e a.ren . 

Rt\ ·ublic of C .i M Air Force m1i t a s l<f~U as t .. ose frorn the. US Ai 

j ump nd t he 
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3.130C-P 

NIGHTMARE Conference Report 31 Oct 63 

3.130C 

l. (U) Authority: 314ADIV DOCX 065-63 and ·verbal order of Chief, Plan s 
and Programs. 

2. (U) Period: · 1030 Hours, 29 October 1963. 

3. (U) Party composition: Capt James L. Thompson, 313ADIV, and Major Harvey 
W. Prosser, 18th Tac Ftr Wg. 

4. (U) Place/unit visited: 314ADIV, Osan AB, Korea. 

5. (U) Purpose: Planning Conference NIGHTMARE KILO and "STRONG SHIELD." 

6. (U) Personnel contacted: Col Boedecker, Director of Operations, 314AD1V, 
and Major Hill, Exercise Division, 314ADIV. 

7. (U) Remarks: The following is a resume of points covered. 

a. 314th Air Division discussion: 

(1) FAC communications were limited to a three- to five-mile range. 
Three Korean jeeps, normally reliable, had limitations. This will be cor
rected and an A.rmy APC will be made a·vailable. 

(2) Orbit patterns were too large. As much as a seven- (7) minute 
delay on fighters after called by FAC~ This should be almost immediate fire 
power. Problem was primarily F-105 and ROKAF. 

(3) There were an excessive number of duds. All bombs are to be 
marked with aircraft tail number. (see attached 314ADJV ltr, Nightmare 
Jul t"et) 

(4) Aircraft were arr1v1ng at orbit point too early. F-105's arrived 
18 minutes early so that they could be light on fuel for their passes. Com
munications caused a slight delay and this in turn made aircraft low on fuel 
for recovery. 

(5) Several fire bombs (Napalm) nose fuses were found on the range 
with arming wires still attached. · 10th TAC Ftr Wg will have munitions 
specialist follow-up on this during NIGHTMARE KILO , 



SECRET. 
(6) Major Iii 11, 314AD1V project officer for exercise, slated that 

there will be "no jettison of rocket pads." On the last exercise a full pad 
of rocket s was j e t t i s one d by Fl O 5 • 5A F h as d i rec t e d re us e of pads if po s s i b 1 e . 
18th Ta c Ftr Wg qu es tioned safety factor in landing with hung rockets with 
M.E. heads. 18th Tac Ftr Wg will check their directives and advise 314A01V. 

b. 18th Tactical Fighter Wing discussion: 

(1) Maj Prosser requested clearance to drop inert 750 lb bombs on 
"wet" 1"\Jn. None are available in Korea but 314ADIV had no objections if the 
18th Tac Ftr Wg wanted to bring their own. EOD voiced mild objection in that 
they would have no : way of knowing the bombs were inert until they are r e
covered along with "duds" on live firing day. 

(2) 18th Tac Ftr Wg requested clear~nce to drop six to eight 750 
lb bombs from MER racks on one pass (salvo). Eglin AFB study requires 8000 
feet spectator clearance for one 750 lb and 8500 feet for multiple drops. 
314AOIV obtained a waiver for single drops as range is only 7200 feet long. 
The Army voiced no objections as they required only 4500 feet for multipl e 
750 lb bomb drops. A request will be forwarded to 5AF for a waiver by 
314ADIV and 18th Tac Ftr Wg. This will not receive approval for Novem-
ber exercise. PACAF requires a 30-day notice on ordnance expenditures. 
Because of difficult-ies experienced by EOD recoveries on multiple drops (see 
attached letter), it is doubtful if 5AF will approve. 314ADIV and 18th Tac 
Ftr Wg will recommend loads to 5AF. 

(3) 18th Tac Ftr Wg requested clearance to drop two 750 lb bombs 
on one pass. 314ADIV will request SAF waiver on 8500 lb clearance limitation. 

(4) Range orientation for participating pilots was requested. L-20 
ai rcraft will be set up with 1300 take-off sch eduled for 11 November. 

(5) A request was made to use live ordnance on practice day. 314 
ADIV cannot apptove; 5AF approval must be obtained. This is a feasible re
quest. in that all the safety precautions are in effect that are required for 
live firing. 

(6) Range photo~raphs were requested. 314ADIV provided 18th Tac 
Ftr Wg with photographs. Also, a period was provided on 12 November to 
permit RF-101 from 15TRS to ma.ke photo runs on · the range. 

(7) On previous exercises the time the F-105's were permitted on 
the range was limited to 10 minutes in the a.m. and 10 minutes in the p.m. 
This compressed the time available for all events to a point where more time 
was required. The 18th Tac Ftr Wg went to this conference prepared to re
quest 15 .minutris of range time both periods. They were provided 7 minutes 
each period. Lt Gen Fischer, U.S . Army, wants time allocated to air units 
limited. His representative at this meeting s·aid, "We do. not want the troops 
to think they can expect this much air support ... Col Boedecker, on his own , 
extended the range time for the 18th Tac Ftr Wg to 10 minutes in the a.m. only. 



l. 

Since the Army is in the driver's seat in Korea, this problem will require 
some discussion between Gen Preston and Gen Fischer. The cost for only 14 
or 17 minutes merits consideration at this point. 

~- This conference was rather limited as Maj Prossei, a ROKAF major, 
<Jnd I were -the only members of participating organizations present. 5AF, 
3d Bomb Wing and 39ADIV did not send a representative. 

8. (S) Major llill wns contacted for information on Operation "STRONG SHIELD." 
Spicifically, the Concept of Operations and forces involved were requested. 
The follo~ing information was obtained: 

a. "STRONG SfllELD" is a semi-annual CPX. Previous exercises we.re 
"STRONG SHIELD" in December 1962 and COUNTER BLOW in April/May 1963. 

b. It is an exercise of 314A01V 27 Plan. 

c. The Operations order is being written and will be distributed within 
10 days. I had 313ADIV added to the distribution list: 

d. No further information is available at this ~ime. 

9. This correspondence is classifjed SECRET as it mentions Operation "STRONG 
SHIELD" which is clc1ssificd SECRET . . 

JAMES L. THOMPSON 
Captain, USAF 
Chief, Programs Officer 

l A tch 
Ltr, 314ADIV, Nightmare Juliet 
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313 S-P 

'.·.f:-;ADQ1.!A r-:J'EP.S 
313?H AIR DIVISI ON 

Af·O 23? , 3m t / r"..nci sco 

St:t f f Visit to Fifth Ai r Forc\3 27 ~I ov 63 · 

3130C 

1. AuU.ori+:.y·. 1/i'."iit i n c onjunction with Nn.il P.:iu ch. 

3 . Party Gom position . C<".pUd.n Thompson., 

4() 

Di"""e c t or, Plnns ~nd Pr-og:M.mn,_·nrt.h l,_f' r;,~ , Pifth AF Ammunition C:ont rol. 

5. Purpose. rtesolve problems 0f 27-Pb.n, 1}1,,!P 1-64 .A nnex ~ , P1\CAF 
OPLA~J 198-62 , F\:.7.ing Probl err, rin 7 50 lb ~mb, J P- ~ Fuel !\t r-\~·r t 11oresby 
( 600 , 000 lb ) ,-._ nd t f iF-:h trn, .. '\ re Litta. 

6. Pe-r-sonn el . Cont.1cted . Col Sirney, Lt Col Se.'.'. v•~r , Lt Col We3t , 
Lt Co l Van f\l".t,ta , Ml\j !1ngar, , lbj Furphy ~ 

? • Rem,:. rk8 . 

~ . J13JtlJ.lV tnt 0rest . 

(1) Clnn ge i s due in the field \TLT 1 Dec 1963. Hold publicnt.ion 
o!' 313ADIV OPU..N 27-&.~ until new Fifth A.F change c.:-..n b~ bcorpornted. 

(2) F'ifth AF OPU, 25-(Yr) is in t,he p·ro cens o: compl ete re
vision. More c.dmlnistrn..tive ch!'.r.ge t.:1~~, ope rAt.ionlll t.o conform with 
P.\ CAFM 55-2. 

(3) PJ .. 8A:-' O'"'LAN 198-62 w~i, ot rm di!.t.rlbution li!3t. fol'.' ~13A DrI . 
Sinec it ~rtni ns to Taiwan Authenticators , we $}wuld b e nr. t he L .. 5 t. . 
A letter is b8ing prerx.'"'--red by OC- P request.ing six cories. 

(4) JlJADIV rec;:mtly ... ecf.3iv d Annex ~ , Urconvcn . tonal Wnrfat'e , 
to ~WP )-61_.... This ntmex s t{l__rled out si.i-d.lttr to the 27-Phn ~"\nex -md 
we.~ rm.dually co iod word for word from tho PA _j.Af-' P an . t.<[nen :'.i'i f th .\F 
\>r.~s conf ri:inted on wh<' .. ~ ... ~Ppronc.1 th~y 1;1c.nted Ll8 t. o ~-a.Ae :....s f:,r .:-. s writ. i ' 
our pla , t h~y .':\.dnrl.t t ed con f usion. The~,:- s ug!!ezt13d we :..~t 1!p e n · F&E 
indoc~ rin"l.t.i""\n course nnd t-hen ecidod ... r.f\t pe r h~ps Am ex :J , Pe .,...s on el 
Assist ,nee nnf ~ecov·ery, ii 11 do t .htt v-rl1 ~11 ubB <:.ued . •;X !' L v:urn~ , 
mJ.:::. should b .. p~pr~~e1

4
. +-, b<~ ;.." ..!-red . 11 ~pt y to ur-sue t.his 

furt.her- on h fa Fift'1 A..F vie:lt .. t ion. A rief of .. :u1e.r. 
. ~ . 

_I f 0r ynur r ~,nriew . We ~re p r f.,D.!"'i l"' ed . 



( 5) . 'T'he 18th '~nc ?t ,.. ',lg r8 cr-1~"l t: er! t.hf'_t I inve ~tig.:\t .~ : .hEl f'0'.3-
s i 1::i il j_t.y of ri ;-:-i·-:ing 600 , CC0 lbs J f JP- 4 deli~r ·"; "'Od -t:. o Port r-L'.) '~osby . 
Socon;:,r- ·,k)L il i-iC!.s t.'-1 e cor b ~-i ct ; .fu , l wil l h e /'\ V:'..ilaLl,~ f t) r 'tr-iarr y '/,"c l 1 ey 11 

d .-.. ploj'ln,mt . 

(6 ) 1'i-: e J qt,h T0 c F't. r 1:!g r e que s te d h ) be rt'liev Gd f rom Decs1:1b ;:, r 
:-.: itj'l tma ':"e. I .-Ji scus ot]d this witl: Lt Col Ven N'M.t a . !-{e s :tid that 211 
d,3d.s:i.ons 1;roul d h e rrc.d~ by t'.~e Sorr,r:::i.rJd e ·i:- on +.r,i !J p0:i..nt . A wri tt cm .,..o
(1 '...WfJ ~, mus t b ,~ suhllu. tted by t:. he 18th •rac Ft.r ';lg. I r-e rsonally rlo no t 
b e lfove +:;e l Sth T..-.c Ftr \·lg h~ s suf .fi.cient j ustifict>.tion t.0 b e reJ.is ved 
from t.hi~ exer::iGG. (Fs g was reccd ved from 4'ift.h A'l rlisa i, n'l"'ov in~ the 
11th Ta c Ft r Wg request .• ) 

(7) I 1:"e scn.1.~cr: ed t.hc high 11d ud r, m 1·.9 P.Xperienced by tr.e l~t.h 
T,"tc Ft r :1~ in ~11lti-.,...0le, .se of thP 750 l b tomb.~ .The _f.:, J._l ow::..ng ro:i nt.s 
l'/€re brought out by Fifth A? Arm1u:<i~t.~.on Control. 

(a) By di~ec~.iv3, 750 lb bombs use rea r fuzing only on 
cent ury series nirc1nft. A new f ront fuz ':; i_.:, ~lowly m:--.king i t s wr:1.;t to 
Uw fi e ld. Local modification of present fuzo fo ur.c~ut!1orlzed. 

(b) Bomb s used l'.-:-e ~o t. ;..;w II vintage . · Ul rlrming r.19 chl'.n 
isrn s n::1e b ench checked. Gen Cl,~rk WCLS prev:..ously briefed to the contrary 
by pet'~onr.e l f\. t ~ i ghtrna: .. "e Tumge. 

( c) Aft er ".!. thomugh check c,f the duds reconred on the 
mn6•~, i t, wr~s foun1 +.hti t the Anning fuz 9~ l acked <" f ew rev;:>lution$ of 
the fully '\nned position. It is f elt t. t at t..1e r8lec:~s"? fl.1.tit~de wr~3 t .oo 
low for the F-1O5. The :\ix dud. !3 f o r 2 4 borr-.bs d.,...opped wer0 ."ill from ope 
~ircr,<:ft. All six were not comp}etely ?\,.'!lled . 

(d) Fifth A.F Ammunition Co~trol wanted to know wh y 18t h 
Tac ?tr Wg d ropped 1'"ocket p:.>dD ~.ft er .~J.l rockets were f ired. Pre viom; 
dire ctive requested st1lvate 0f pods. 18th Tac Ftr Wg O&T ~tated U~'1.t 
po~ s a. re 1.l'1llsnt le nfter l'.'ockets have been fi r8d from ~v r:.ry chMnb'::r. 

( B) :i-'ift.h AF Pl '"'.!1!; Division r equested t hat we 1".dhe·re to 
0ACAF'i"•1 55~2 1\nd 55-2A. in t.he prAJX\ration ">f .f1tture plar.s. Fifth AF 
pb.n~ will C'Jnform; -i.n f ~ct, t.he new 25-Plnn h'\s ch.:\.~es on !".l.most 
evAry ~ge , t .he majority b ein g l",dminis trntive chtmges. 

(9) In the future , all vbitations to Fifth Af should :i ndude a 
me ssage i ndicat in~ officer's 11l".me , c,rglmization, !.jecurity cl -; t1.mnce 'ind 
ne ed to know. A le t te r , t.c t, 9 :ret.n.ined 1n Dir0 ctor c f Pltms linrl Prol~t5 
files, 11.sting the above i.nfonnnt. ion nnd. s i gned . by th0 Chief , Pl2.1.s "-nd 
Prog·:rruns, 313th Air vivi5ion, wi ll ~uffice_. 

JAMES L. THOMPSON 
Capt.ain , USAF 
Chi ef, P ogrnmt Officer 
Director-P.te of Opomt.J.one 



OKINAWA MORJrnm STAR 
'l'ue sdny , 20 August 1963 

DIVERS PROBE MIDORI-MARU HULL 

MARITIME AGENCY OPENS INQUIRY IN FERRY DISASTER 

U.S. militnry nnd Ryukyunn divers yesterday went nbout the grim 

task of recovering bodies of passengers from the hold of the ill-fated 

Ryukyu.an ferry Midori-mnru which cpnsized s~turdny off Naha p:,rt. 

I I I 

' / / 

As of last night, Government of Ryukyus police hnve listed 55 

passengers still missing nnd believed dend with 64 of the dend nccounted 

for • 

. The trem.3ndou9 snlvage job--which employed 39 Amerknn nrd Ryuk:yuan 

divers--is being conducted in 80 feet of water where the ship sank. Author

ities snid that the divers are using_ light diving equiµn ent, ns n result 

of whl. ch they can -only spend several minutes on the bottom nnd must return 

to the surface for a 45-minute rest. Therefore there nre only several 

divers actually worlcing at th~ bottom at one time. 

Governnent of Ryukyus statistics yesterday showed that of t he 262 

persons now believed aboard the ferry, 143 were saved in whnt hns boen 

called the greatest rescue operation in the Ryukyus since the war. 

All of the rescued passenger5 hnd been nd rift for aln¥Jst five hours 

until woro of the disaster reached Okinawa-only 18 miles awny. 

Although a search of the area was still in progress yesterday, police 

held little hope for the . remaining 55 persons--mAny of whom· were chi ldren. 

As a re$Ult of yesteroay' s operations, 51 bodies hnd b~en reoovered 

by divers and sur_face craft. In addition to the official search and rescue 

emft sveeping the area, numerous small boats manned by anxious r-elativee 



of the missing persons, flockl~d to the sit e of the salvage o pe mt.ion 

nnxiously scnnning the sens .for survivors , 

The scope of the tmgedy ~.s not fully renlized by authorltiea untll 

Sundny night when it wns detennined that nearly 60 pnssengers_ hnd bon.rtied 

the vessel wUhout being pln.ced on the manJ feot, The unknown pa.osengers 

made the rescue operation all the more difficult ns officials wore unnble 

to detennine just how many personG were still missing. 

Pl\ssengers who lived th rough the ordenl yesterday were just begfoning 

to come out of shock. 

From n hospital bed at Nnhn's Seventh Dny Adventist hospitru., the 

Rev. Dnniel Ige, n Lutheran missionary from Honolulu, recuperated from 

his ordeal ns his wife stood nt his bedside. 

0 
Although earlier reports indicated t_hat there had been only four 

Americans abourd the ferry-all of whom were snved--it was lnter discovered 

that the 32-year old missionary hnd been n pnssenger enroute to Kume island 

to conduct church services. 

Clearly reflecting the physicnl nnd mental st~in of his ordeal, Rev. 

Ige said he had been on the ship's second deck when it capsized. 

· He was hurled into the water nnd--like many other pn~rnengers--clung 

to the telephone pole, one of many lrtlich hnd been lnshed to tho ship's 

deck. Offic_iels said the wooden poles probably saved many lives by giving 

the survivors somthing to cling to during their ordeal in the rough seas. 

Rev. Ige estimated that he was in the water from six to eight hours 

before being picked up by a Ryukyu.an fishing boat. 

"I thought I couldn't make it~" he said, "I felt so weak. · My cheat 

Pointing to his bruioed anns, he recalled how several times he had 

2 



oJ1nost let go of the pole but mo.nnged to mnintn.in his grip. Asked if he 

tnlked to other survivors clinging to the same p:,lc during his ordeal, 

he answered , t'No, I couldn't do nnythi.ng.t1 

Anothe r surviiror, n 62-year-old . farmer from Kume islnnd, de scribed 

the disnster as "the most terrible I've ever experienced." 

Yoshimori Ncrnuro was released from Nuhn' s Red Cross hospital yesterdny 

after being treated for minor injuries. The elderly survivor said he had 

been stanqing on deck when the ferry tipped and--like the othern--drifted 

for five hours before being spotted nnd rescued by n U.S. Army helicopter. 

During the period he recalled seeing a makeshift rn.ft, carrying 

approximately 10 persons, swnllowed by the 1"0ugh waters. "It never returned 

to my sight," he said. 

Another mtrvivor, 64-year old Seikichi Asato, described the expe rience 

an n "horrible dream." 

''When the ships crone, we waved n.nd waved nnd wnved our hnnds and 

hnndkerchiefs. 11 

His children narrowly averted the tragedy by remaining here on 

Okinawa because they were late in arriving nt Tonmri port and missed the 

ship. 

Meanwhile, the Government of Ryukyus Mnri time Inquiry agency yesterday 

opened an investigation into the factors behind the greatest sea disaster 

in Ryukyuan history. 

Choei Ohama, chainMn of the inquiry bonrd, said that the investi

gation will be "impnrtinl and not influ~nced by ~he sentiment of the 

victinu,'s .families am harsh, uninfonned opinion:,." 

Scenea ot Tomari port, tinha. hospitals and p:,llce stations yesterday 

3 
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reflected t he n.ftel"Illr:l.t.h of the disMter. Sobbing relntives huddled at 

the facilities o.nxiously clinging to quickly dwindling hopes. 

They mournfully probed through piles of wnter soaked clothing and 

personnl possesnions snatched from the wnte r and stncked in the port nren . 

The sn.1 vage operation will continue t.odr.y. 

The Midori-maru wns launched at Shimonoseki shipyard, Japc.1.n, in 1943 

as a coastnl p!ltrol ship for the Japunese nnvy. Following the wnr it was 

converted irito a passenger ship nnd purchnsed by the Ryukyu Kaitm s hipping 

c~npnny in 1953. 

It travelled between Okinawa and t ho southem Miynko isln.nd group 

until the 9pring of 1962 wh en it wns sold to the Sunabe shipping company 

and· put on the Nahn-Kume jimn. islnnd run. 
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I I 

As the taak of sorting out. the living from the <lend continues 

following Saturdny's rnnritime tragedy, the que ntions which remain unc..".n

owered loom ever larger. 

According to the ship's log, the Midorl-maru had spent a month in 

drydock at Shimonoseki, .TD.pun, between June 25 and July 25 of thio year. 

Upon emerging from drydock the croft was ins pected by the Government of 

the Ryukyus nnd was approved for coastn.l operntion. Presumably nt this 

time the ship's 5urvival equiµnent was adequate for its roted Jxlssenger 

load of 209 adults including 15 crewmen. The crew wns surely fnmilinr 

with the route because the Mldori-ranru had been on the 50-mile Okinnwn, 

Kumejimn run since Ma y 1962. The 20-yenr old ship had been in operation 

in Ryukyuan wnters since 1943 and was considered _ to be in the prime of 

its sea-going life. 

So what went wrong? 

There is a hint thnt the ship wns overloaded since police estin-.ntes 

say that there were some 262 persons nboo.rd the ship which wa~ rated to 

carry only 209 persons. The fact that many of the passengers -were children, 

however, modifies the 209 adult passenger quota slightly. 

When maritime anfety officials open their investigation into the 

tmgedy they are bound to be confronted by one stubborn question. · That 

is, why were 53 persons aboaro the ship omitted from the ship' a passenger 

list? 

There nre several suspicions na to the reo.son behird the ooibeion of 



these names. 

Did the owners of the ship delibP,rat ely compile a. short list of 

passengers to avoid pnying truces on t he full revenue from the pnssenger 

list or were members of the crew exercising a bit of moonlight enterprise 

by selling tickets for pnssage aboard the craft in competition with the 

ship's owners? Or wns the omission of 53 nnmes from the official pnasenger 

lists simply a rnnnifestntion of sloppy record keeping on behalf of the 

ship's crew? 

The cruel sen did not acquire its nrune idly. Those who earn their 

living from the sen soon learn t-0 hold it in awe. Safety regulations which 

hnve been developed over the ages are the embodiment of common sense 

pmctlce3 which are necessary to protect lives against the t errors of 

the sea. If u mnritime sa.fety investigation board discovers that hmnnn 

failure or human greed contributed to Saturday' !j tragedy, then the lnw 

must be prepared to tnke the next step and deal quickly and justly with 

those who are responsible. 

In the meanwhile, the operators of other shipping compnn.te~ would do 

well to review their own anfety profctiees and safety survival equiµnent. 

The llidori-maru wns apparently well equipped against disaster when it 

snnk with a loss of more than 100 lives. The cruel sen is a fonnidable 

foe. It demands the b~st fran those who serve it and sometimes even the 

best is not good enough to prevent the sea from tnking whnt it wants. 
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CRLEL, STOHMY $AS ~SH 19 SHIPS 
OFF OKINAWA, 500 LIVES AHE PEfUIED 

Snvv.ge seas smashed shipping in the Okinnwn nrea yesterday, filling 

the air with SCS 1 ~ and sending the Snlisbury Sound from its White Beach 

berth on n mercy errruxl to snve one of 19 floundering ships. 

The American President Line luxury liner President Cleveland diverted 

its course from Maniln to Japan nnd wns standing by nnot.her of the stricken 

Okinawn.n vesselse 

All told, 19 ships of various sizes were in distr~ss, cn.rrying more 

than 500 pernons. 

The USNS Srilisbury Sound, commn:nct ship of. the Forniosn patrol, got 

unden,cy within minutes nfter an Air Force air-sen rescue appeal for help in 

the saving of 25 crewmen nnd 146 passengers on the ill-fated Nnnshu Mnru. 

Many of her crew were still at liberty, but t:1e doughty nnvy vessel plunged 

to the rescue at full tilt. 

Distress signals were received from three ships in· the Okinnwu area 

nnd the office of the Nnhn coa~tnl mdio station Sunday wns the s cene of 

tormented ship mme rs Md distraught relatives of pr:.s5engers nbon.rd the 

threatened ships. 

In greatest dnnger at press time wns the 360-ton Nunshu Maru, which 

carried 146 passengers nnd 25 -crewmen. It wns in n~sponse to the Nimshu' e 

di stress signcl.s that the Snlisbury Sound left port and two othe rs altered 

their courses. 

The Nn.nzhu Maru sent out it.s first SOS tha t it -wns being buffeted 

by heavy sens a.n:l hcwling gnlez appr~.mntely ll5 miles southwest of 



Okinnwn nnd nsked for n.id. Neare st pote nti.:u res cue c1"n.ft, the Aknshban 

Mn ru , ten hours nway from the Nnnshu Ma ru t o the we st, altered her course 

nnd steamed t ownrd the stricken craft. 

The second SOS frar. the Nam,hu M,:tru t ol d t.lrnt she was filling with 

water and that she was in :iJmnedi ate dnnger of s inking. 'T'hls distress cr.tll, 

reluyed · from t he Nu.ha coa stal rndio , turned t he Japanese ship Nichi Mnru 

around in the f nce of t he go.le nnd entered her in the rnce for rescue nlso. 

Although the Nichi Ml'. ru wns only 55 miles from the stricken craft, heavy seas 

and hectd wind s were calculated to slow her progress nnd require ten hours 

for the rescue mission . 

The Salisbury Sound, brought i nto the rescue effort at the request ·Of 

the 33rd air sen r e scue squadron at Kn.dena, le
1

ft White Beach nt 4 ye sterdny 

and was scheduled to be at the scene of the fenred sinking nt 2 this morning. 

Lnst message from the Nn.nshu Nn.ru wn.s that n navy plrme hud d ghted her 

n.nd wns circling her, but no contnct hnd been estnblished between the ship 

nnd the plnne. 

While t he Nanshu fought for her life~ the luxur-.1 liner President Cleve

land hovered over ru,othe r flmaller cm.ft, the Okinawn cruft Midori Maru , which 

wns wallowing ndrift one hund~ed miles off Okinawa. 

The Clevelnnd resporrled to an SOS enrlier yesterday and arrived nt the 

side of the Midori in mid-afternoon. 'fern master of the Clevelnnd radioed 

to Naha that the Midori hud tnken water into its oil llXld was drifting 

helplessly. The Midori asked the Clevelnnd to otund by during the night 

pending the arrival of a second rescue craft. The Cleveland wus standing by. 

A three thousand-six hundred ton Japanese freighter, the Knnsui · Mnru; 

radioed distress s" gnnls f~ a posi-tfon north of Fonnosa nnct then her cn.lls 

were · lost in a wel er of frantic rescue calls and answers frqn craft which 
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were reaponcting to the t ime honor ed call of the ship in distress .. 

In nrlclit i on to t he large r ci~nft ,,hi. ch curried r rtdio cornrnuni c:1..t i on 1 a 

number of m:r.l1er inter-i~Jland cru..ft were the source of concern . 

At lenst one hundred crewmen [Ind p0-s ~- enge l'S we r e unreported on five 

snall craft whi ch ¼'ere mo.ki.ng the short runs between Okinnwn nnd the out

l ying h: lr.nd.s when the fury o.f the · st.om hit. The Asnhi Haru , 86 tons , 

wns unre ported en route to J\ nhc."\ frcrn :. iynko with 1 5 pnsr,onge r s and 12 

cre\\rmen c:tboard . 

The Y..yoe i Mn. ru , 106 t ons , with 2? pa,r;sengerG C:L.nd 11 crewmen, w2.s 

unre ported n..fter l eaving 6 kil11J.wa f or the Dai.to islnnds 250 mi les east of 

The Seiha Maru , en r out.e to Okinc.w[!. f r om Tokuno Shirnn in the nort.he rn 
J 

Ryukyus with l CO cattle !1.nd an_ undeterrriined number of persons abonrd, w.:1. s 

nlso unreported. 

The Tonnn r'1.z1. 1--:1 , which left. the Dn.it o i ~l nnd$ f or Okinawa. \.-dth 12 r...e r sons 

nbonrd , arr ived lc:1.t.e lnst night , but the Choei ViP.ru which left the Daiton 

at the srune time ·with 14 A.boa r d hnd not arrived o..t press +,ime . 

Enrly yeste rduy morning , ,.1, Ntlin.-bnsed cro.sh r e~cue · bont from t he 22nd 

crr~sh bon.t squad r on was ·severely drun£1.ged and tossed n.grou.nd l'. t. Nl1i'ta Port 

where its crew wus attempting to dock it during the sto rm . 



OKINAWA PR;~SS '!'RN.SLA'i'J.ON 
UN I 'T' '_,o S'i't, 'f'SS CIVIL 1'\.mUNISTrrt .. ~~ION C? 1'HE . RYlJKIU I SLANDS 
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Wednesdny, 23 Pcbr.unry 1955 

Th·::: Ok in!"..w:'.\ Times - tJew~ Art icle 

ROA·'i'S RE7URN SAFELY Orm AFTLR /IJ,O'THER 

A Min£1.ml Daito lino~, t he Choei :tJ;nu (108 tons), with 1,~ pnssengers 
-

.n.nd 15 crowmembe rs on b0m-d ha d not !:Jeen heurd of since its de-i:xnture 

on F'ebruo:\ry 19, tut ~t 3:55 p.rn. on t.h'3 22nd, n U.S. militnry plane 

fourKI the ship about 75 miles east-southenst of Okin['__wn. ':.'he ship ·is 

ex 1)ectecl to ent e r Baten Port nround . daybreak of tne ~3rd. '!:'h t~ pbnc; · is 

wnt ching -.he ship. 

'T'he Kat.suyoshi ~ ,ro . YF 20, nnd thn Zuiki °1-foru Ho. YF 19, were 

r e port ed to have been missing since they went fishing on Febru~ry 19. At 

11 a. in. of t he 20th, a rnilita ry plnne found them n.nchored between 0kinawn. 

and Miynko Islands. Slx: crewmembers n.re on bo.1.rd the Zuiki r'k"H•u nnd eight 

on the Kahm;yoshi l'.aru. 

At 4:17 ?.m., Februnry 22, a U.S. naval plane fou.rtd in the neighboring 

water of Yneya.111.r'\, n drifting ship which wus seeking help nnd n.ppenre<l to 

be ·out -of fuel. The Police Hendqunrters immediately requested the Yaeynmn . 

Police Station• to take rescue mensuree. The ship is regnrded to be the 

'ronan ~' which hns been the object of concern • . 

Aocoroing to information received by he Police Headquarters from the 

Miyako Police Stat.ion, the Mido.ri Maru, belonging to the Ryuk~ Kaiun 

Kaisha (302 ton~), which was tossed around by ·t,he r{lging waves for f~ur 

snfely entered the Hiraro Port nt l p.m., February ii, noc:?omP.{lnied 



by the Orion St.nr. It. is said ~.haf. t.he 121 pnsseng~rs nni 25 crew

rnembe ro nre n.11 snfe and t.he ship h<1.d no clrunnges. 

The pilot.-hom;e was druno.g.ed on t.he Daisnn Shinso i•Iaru ( 14 tons) 

belonging to the N-'..lhn Distr·ict Fishery Cooperative while engnged in 

fishing in the wnt~rs enst of Mi:y-r~ko. It had drif ted for about, 31 hours, 

but r etu med to Tomnri Port. nt n.bout 2 p .m. on the 22nd. 

According to Urn Police Henctqun.rte rs, t he m:1.ssing ~ishing en.nae s 

numb e red 7 as of 8 p. rn . of the 22nd. The Uo1nc-i.n Folice Stntion has dis

patched u C<'\noe equipped wit h engine in ncldit.ion to the Kanafuku Maro 

(30 t .ons). Some policemen of t he It.omn.n 'tinter Police ~re on bon rd these 

search boats.. On the · other hnnct, small-sized boa ts which hnve not been 

hen.rd of by E3 p.m., 22nd, n re 5 passenge r or cr. r go boats nnd 4 . fish i ng 

boats. 



OKINAWA PH.BSS 'I'RA.NSL,\ 'rION 
:rnn:D STA71~S CIVIL ADMINISTRA~ :roN OF '1:' rE RYUffii ISl.['.J'!DS . 

CIVIL rnF\J'1MA'T'ION /\ND ~DUCA'T'IOH 
't'ucsdn.y, 22 February 1955 

The q_yukyu ShL'Tipo - f.~ d-i t 0rinl 

Due t .:) the rsudden gust of wind which v:i.sited t he r.r-en o.f thn Yellow 

s~n, EE\st, Chinn Sen, nnd t.hr:? tJansci Islands (r-tyukyu~) from t:he night of 

the 19t,h to the momin12; of the 20th, rr:o,.,e t.h11n 20 !'Agulnr bont.s of the 
\.. 

3 t'!.kishimn lfoe, f:i.st-i.:i.ng v es5elri, rnd _canoes met wi t.h d1.snst. e r, !l'.n.king 

+.he pernm s concerned nnd the g~nernl public ."l.'9 .-r eheneiv e . i;~sp,:) ci<1. lly, 

it s eems t hnt tho disnst.2r of t .he ~bnshu-Nn l'."l-1 (330-ton) And Mirlol--i-Hn .!'u 

(250-t.on) ha s give n n r>t n little shock to the gener0.l public. 

Fo:rtunatelr, th e SOS rsn.ched (lnnd c1nd othe r fore ign shipn) and both 

s hips nnrrowly esc.n..ped · t:.he crisis, thl'.nks to +.he rescuc-i me::'.sures or· Jap.'1.n

ese nnd ofhe1~ for~"'l i gn ships, ns well ns the dispnf. ch of n wtir-ship by t .he 

miiitary ~ut.horities. The mere thought of disnster in the event no 

J ry pn,ne oe or othe r fore.:tgn ships were in +.he nearby wnt. ers rn.n.kBs un shudder. 

'f'hus, we werA taught by ·the cnse of +.his t ,ime thnt the regulnr liners 

·.which were consi.dered _suitnbl_e during ordinary weather were like lenves 

swaying on n tree once t.h~y mo"'". with the storrn,y wenther . In th.i!I con

nee ion , it. is ns if we htJd felt nnew ·the necen !:; ity of bigg~r sh ips for 

iil'.vign ion. 

Inc~dentnlly, we .can not. but recognize ,he present sit.uo.Uon i n ~ich 

we · can not s:bn pl;, replace sro.111 bon ts by big one9, th~u;zh it. is indi:,-
. . 

putable t.'1nt there is nothing _ like big _l:,,~t~ { for nnvig tion) • Since the 

·reQoived the e\ll>ddy of t e nntional 



t. rennur,v D-nd ext.ended -t:.hd r Dorvice :\:.i .far <'- s Formo sr'-, the s~r-vice of 

big ~.hlps was possible . ;iowe·.re.l"', ~t. present _t .h e r e is no nc.t. i0nn.l subsidy 

rtnri t .he vess r; ls on t .h e ront.e c.!'e within t he f:t'f"..me ,,.,ork of outly ing service 

hnvirig no conne ct.ion with Fonn0cr,. , nncl +.he dint.ribi...!.tl0n 0f big -shipf. is 

hopeles~ ir. t e rms of +.h2 !TIJ":ln-1. g~rr.nnt. o f shi Jping c m.rip,.1.nie~o 

·"T'he poi rt-. . is thr~t. the r.pmntit.y of c,1rgo ~nd numb~r of pn ~sen i 'H'S 

t.o snt.isfy +he big vess<?l~ will b ~come n pmblem, r'.nd cargoes s uch ns 

,_ .. ice from F0m.os,1- :-!nd -cor~l f1'-.")!n Ir:i.om0t.c -.. "..s in ~re-wnr <lays nrc neceG--:-

s<' ry. With r cgn.-rd to the!']e c:trgoes, we CZ"!.n think of +,he trndc with 

Formosc'.. n.nd the m,,,. ss ·proctuct.irm of lumber, unrlerg rourid nn.t.arnl resonrces, 

nnd other export. goodG with the progregs of t.he foeyrun,1. deve lopment. 

l\t nl"y rr-~te, since the 'tllocnt.ion of big_ vesnels is n~cessnr-J, it is hoped 

t.h~t. t.he :'r0Vet'nrnsnt. will nlso· mnke t'.<lequa+-.c s+,udy n.nd give considernt.1011 

so t.hnt t.h~ boats on· the S2.kis:1:L-Ttn line will b e repL1.cad by big ones in 

t.h e near futureo 

Whnt was specially brought. to the !lurfnce with th-:!° ca ne of thi s time 

wns t .h0 completion of t.he radio equipment. on v e ss i=>ls. 'r'he - ranshuJ1n ru 

nnd Midori..:.:r-.-nru were nble t.0 be free of the crieis only bec..".use th0y 

dispntched an imnedinte .SOS nnd wore keeping i n t .ouch with lnnd nnd tha 

resc'.le ships 8Vel1Y minu..t . .;: . Whenzver t.he ships,. r~gn.l'.'dlesa · of whether they 

'l1"'e f r tram; port.ation or fif1h i ng , ·go out to sen , they ~hould not. n egle_ct 

the. completion of radio equtpnent, nnct ntt.ention should be fJ<\id for 

t,horough equ.iµnent of lif ,, preservers on the Jx"-rt of all vessels, inclucling 

smn.ll cnrgo boats, in pre'!)amtion -for emergency rind· for the obsenmtion 

f t.he · ~w whi ch aims at saf - nnVig~tion. The nuthot'it,ies should also 

atr"'ngt-h n the con+.rol in _ his nspeet so thr"t t.h -..~ will be no/ rogre s. 

i 'I-BL-'l.nds nre not.o ious 
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wind e be e:1. 11!'le Jf t.h e i "t' ge·o J?, :r,tphi crt l loc:d:.io.,,, n.nd n.:> one Cf'.n n.ssure whm. 

::in riccid rmt will occur . In nt1rt.j_culn:r~ i.t. is ho!)ed t .r,nt. th r:: pe r s ons 

c0nc e rne d woulct pny c0nstr..nt 1'!.t t. nnt:i.on t.o th') O:r'Gvent .iori nf -::..~cictent s 

on t.iw se~ , :.nrl t he GovAmrnerrt. :.utho d _-t·. i ,~ s s hould ei vc ful l con:::1ide rot. ion 

to +.he mctic:.1.l prevent-ton of S f.:' ::!. di ~r.~sters, s uch n.s r~pln.ci ng t .he pr,~sent 

bon~s with big vossAls. 
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The Okim~:n 7imes ( :~vening 0di t.ion) - News Article 

NISHIKAJ IKU Shiro, cnpt :i.in of the sunken Mido!:_~ Hnru, submitted this 

morning to t.he GHI Wate r Tr an::; porta.t. :l.on Sect.ion, n r eport. on the mnrine 

lh crew members aboard, comple t.ed r-:,re pc1.mtion for snfe nn.--h gntlon a nd 

left. 'T'omari Port f o r Kwnejim<'.\ nt. 10:50 a.m. (17 August) aft.o r r.m off i cial 

inspect.ion. 

The re}:Ort also snJd, "UIX>n p8 rcei.ving the dange r of the ship, which 

listed 45-50 deg1"8e s t o th e stnrbo!\rd around· 11: 50 n .m. the sruru1 day, t he 

radio _o perator was im.rri.edintely or dered to send nn SOS , and t he passenge rs 

nnd crew mert1be rs were 0 1-·dered to len.ve the ship. 11 

I'J'OSU Seitoku, .30-yenr old rndio operator nnd chief mate of the 

surlke n v essel, re!)ortedly t.oM ti1e pr e$D t hat he had de finitely sent out 

an SOS. 



OKINAWA MORNING STATI 
Tue m.fay, 27 August 1963 

SKIPPER' s CLAIMS lllE sunvrvon 

Angered survivors of the Midori-maru sinking yeste rday prot.est ed 

cl.aims of the ferry1 s skipper, who snid thnt crew members cnrried out 

rescue opernt.ions following the w0rst mnl'itime disast er in Okinnwa ' n 

1,,ost war history. 

Gnkyo Tokeshi, 19, said he and ship captain Shiro Ka jiku were runong 

t h e firs t to swim to safety on Sn.nd islnnd, ~1.bout 2 milGs from where the 

f e rry snnk Aug. 17 o 'l'okeshi said thut when he n.nd t he captain swam to 

lan:i t he cupt.uin sat down on. the beach and mad e no move to direct or t a ke 

pa r t in nny rescue o f persons flont:lng in the ocean near t he isla nd. 

'1'oke ~hi made hi s chnrge!l o.fter hen-ring that Kijiku test ified before 

n boa ~ of inquir,_,r which is now probing the disaster that he nnd his crew 

att 3mpt ed to rescue flourd e ring pnssenge rs n.ft e r t he f e rry went. down some 

10 mile s- west of Nnha. 

Naha police reported t hat u· latest tally showed thu t 85 a re known 

den.d, Z7 are listed ns misning, and 130 persons survived the tragedy. 

'I'he ferry W'\S on a regular run between Okinawa and Kume-jima., :Jome 50 

miles west of Okinnwao 

Tokeshi, n village cmploye in Gushika:wa in central Okinnwn, lost 

h ie 10-yenr ol brot her in the sinking. He said he could not believe 

t ha t Kajiku could make any clnim to conducting o r taking part in r-escue 

operations. 

Tokeshi and Ka jiku l a t e r swam t? a barge nea.r the island nrrl returned 

t o Naha port wit h the firs t word of t he trogedy. Their rep::,rt 1;,ouched 
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off the gr-ec1.test. n.ir-sea rescue openition in the Ryukyus history since 

·ww rr. 

The government inqui r--:1 wa s :Jtill attempting to deterntine. if the 

3CO-ton ferry hud tnken on mo ro than it.s 220-person cG.pn.ci ty. 1'he inves-

tigation ¼T.n hrunpe red b:y t he cornp,'.lny' s method of count ing p,".t s!'jengers : n 

child under 12 is counted as hn.l f a person nnd a roby 2 or u.l1Cie r in not 

counted as a pnssenger . 

A spokemn,._1.n for the Nnha police sn.id t.hnt t. he inquiry boartl wns nlso 

probing the po:rnibilit,y that the f erry wns ca rrying imdequn.te life-na.ving 

equiµnent in ca se of emergency. 
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Okinawa Times - Editorial 

WHAT WILL BE IX)NE ABOlJT COMPENSATION 
FOR WSS OF HUMAN LIFE? 

The rescue work of the victims of the Midori-¥.taru disaster and the 

recovery of bodies nppenr to have been more or less completed. As of 

yesterday, there were 75 known dend, 43 missing persons nnd 143 survivors. 

The number of miss.ing ~rsons is· not necessn.rily nccurote, becnuse of the 

incomplete passenger list, but the fa.ct that so many persons are estimated 
,, 

to be missing is quite deplorable. It is hoped thnt the search work will 

be continued 88 far ns circumstnncee pennit nnd a~ many bodies as possible 

recovered, hoping at the SllJne time to find n survivor by some miracle. 

The di5position of the case, after the completion of the present 

rescue activities, will be followed by an investigation concerning the 

ca.use of the trogedy by the Marine Disaster Inquiry Bon.rd, and the relief 

measure a of the bereaved frunilies. The govenunent put the "Relief Law" 

into action the day the trogedy took place and gave medic..'\l treatment, 

supplied meals, and provided transportation to persons concerned by 

establishing a countennensure headquarters. For the time being, the 

after care of the disaster appears to be progressing smoothly and, insofar 

as this is concerned, there is no problem. 

Whnt troubles us most is the problem of coorpensation for loss of 

livees. Naturally, h\.llllm life cannot be compen:mtad for "'1th money or 

Dk"lterials, but it would be t oo pitiable if the fl\tnlly of . the sole bread-



winner w'no died in the shi[.1Nreck re c!eived no compensation whn.tever . It 

is r eported that the shipping company is not legally required to compen

sate for the death of the fXl.SSengers. Un.less n P,:-'\ssenger hnd t.nken out 

n life insurance policy, the re is no way of compensat ing for his death. 

Among the victims of the mn.rlne disaster is one fnmily in which the 

pnrents drowned, leaving four helpless children behind • . Then there is a 

mother who died leaving n crippled only son in n hospital.. At any rate, 

there are mnny cases in which a family cannot get by with out the person 

who died in the disMter. 1'hese people should not be left unprotected. 

The enforcement of the Relief L-iw is nimed at the enforcement · of emergency -

measures, which at best, would only 81.lpplement the livelihood temporarily. 

However, no mntter how we Jl\L"\.Y reason about it, thnt. alone is not enough. 

Actually, relief movements nre being carried out in vnrlous quarters 

in the hope of obtn.ining n substnntinl sum of money by individual conttrl.

butions, but aside from this, it is hoped that the Executive Bronch will 

take more nd.equate relief rnea.suren. As in the saying, "A wonder lasts 

only ·seven days," if the zeal of the peQple were to wane without a follow.:. 

up, it would be quite meaningless. It is only by taking such points into 

cons:tderation that we mny be able to express our condolence to the departed 

souls of the marine disaster victims. 
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By Gunne:ry Sgt. Mntt !{_1.theson 
S&S Okinnwn. Eurenu 

NAHA, Okinm-n1--U.S. military diver~ continued 'T'uesdny to probe the 

wreck of the Midori Mnru, the OkinnwA. ferrybont which sank nr.~n. r he re ln.st 

Saturdtty aft, .:frnoon carrying nt lel\st 72 persons to t.hei -r den.th. 

Divers pulled five bodies from one compt1.rt.mcnt. in ubout 23 minutes 

'l'uesday morning aft.er they resumed the opemtionn hnlted Monday nt dark

ness. The divers nl~o r0covered a 85-pound U.S. mnilbng, ns well as 

ship's pn.pers nnd small items of cnrgo bound for Kumej:unn. 

Only four American servicemen had been Y'eported on the ship when 

it s,-_'lnk, but the Rev. ·Dnniel Ige, 32, a .Lutheran missionary from Honolulu, 

wns also aboord. He is now hespi w.lized in Seventh Dny Adventist HMpi tal 

Tuesday morning, 18 persons were still hospitnlized in Nl'.ha besides 

Rev. Ige, suffering from shock noo exposure after drifting in the water 

for several hours Saturday night. 

Fifty-one of the ~eported ?70 passengers and crewnembers aboard the 

~yukyunn ferry are still unaccounted for by government of the Ryukyus 

-police who are _cqordinnting the search. 

A combined nir-eea search Saturday evening and Sunday by milltnry 

aircraft and ei~linn surface veaeele picked up 143 persons oafely. 

Monday,- '37 q.s •. Anny and _Marine- Corps divers loc~teq_ the 320-to~·-· 

ferryboat. in abo'lt .78 feet or water· eight milee o-ff Nnha, a.nd four m.ile8 
,,. . . . ' 



from Kamiy11.mnshimn (Sllnd) Ishnd. 

Working in four-men tenms, thP, diivers pulled nbout Li..? bodies from 

t.he wreck Monday. Ench ten.m, using only light diving equipment, cnn ntny 

bP-low only 30 minutes nnd requires n. 30-minut.e rest nfter diving. · 

'T'he Midori ?✓.nru cnpsized and snnk in "about five t.o seven minutes" 

~hortly .n.fter noon Sntut'dny. 

Currents hrtve b8en continually shift.ing the wreck, rnl'.king the sen.rch 

fo-r bodies extremely perilous, nccor-ding to a U .s. Anny 'T'rn.nsportntion 

Group spokesrru'.'.n. 

The divers nre working from nn n.nny tugboot. anchored to t.he wreck 

to keep it. from moving along t.he ocenn bottom in the swift:., chMging 

currr-mts. 

· The dive·r.s are depending on 11slnck water" when high tides give them 

nbout. · 90 rninut.ea on the bottom ~ithout. the five mile-an-hour curr.ent, 

nccoroing to the Army spokegrnnn. It wn.s during such n time Monday thnt 

the divers pulled more than 40 borlies from one compartment i.n the 

sunken ship. 

Bodies of the victims, including countless children trapped when the 

ship capsized, a~ being transferred from the tug to GRI pol~?~ boat..~ 

which . tnke ·the victims to Toma.ri Port. Identification by relatives and 

friends hns been difficult because of ·the ·1ength of. time , the bodies have · 

been in the water. 

Hundreds of Ryukyuans line the dock at Tomnri. waiting for the bont.s

·to dock with t,he bodies. A long line of co.sket.s nlso is on the dock •. 

As the victims -arrive, police announce descrlptiona over n loud

speaker while anxioue pa.rents, brother~ and sisters Bil_ently· file int,o 

the tempornry morgue hom,ed in a tent on the dock·. Aa. bodies are identi-



relt'!.tJ.ves. 

About 11 bouts nre in the :i.mmedinte n re;\ of the wreck, :i,ncluding 

sev8rol Ryukyunn fi.shing boa.te which remn.in on the out.er edge of thn 

sen:rch nrea until they are ca.ll8d to help t.ako the bodies to N::thn. 

'rhe rescue of the pr•.ssengers by joint · rescue units o i' the Army, 

~11'.vy, Air Force nnd N,-:i.rine Corps has been cnlled the grentest. rescue 

<;>p~rot.ion in the Ryukyu Islr.mds since World Wnr II. 

'J'uonday morning, somEl 18 persons were still hos pit.nlized with shock 

nnd exposure after drirt.ing in the wnter ·for severnl hours Sfl.t.urdny night. 

·rhe Midori 1{.'1.ru had n. cnrgo of telephone polBs on its decks which 

w8re t,orn loose when t he ship cnpsi.z·ect. '('he flon.t.ing pole 9 were credited 

· with sn,,:1.ng mnny 1 ives, :i.nclurtinv, four Americn.ns going to the ir dut y 

station nt. Kumejinm. 
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Four Ktnn e Air Force personnel rescued from the Midori-}frnu disaster 

two weeks ngo nre bnck on du t y at. the island rru:lnrsite, discounting their . 

loss of personal possessions in the sinking in view of the f n ct, t hr.t they 

we:re among the 143 survivors. 

The four--one cnpt,dn nnd three airmen second cln. ss--were tho only 

American servicemen runong the 261 persons · on the ferry. Of these, 118 

lost their lives. 

For Cnpt. Finis E. Drinkwnter, the ordeal was n 11bad drerun 11 come 

true. He cnn compnre the experience with nn occurrence . in 1947 when he 

and n Mn rine companion were ad rift in · a small boat off the const of Cal

ifornia. for 18 hours~ 

Ironically, prinkwater nnd his compnnion in 1947 met in the _Crunp 

Kue Hospital fast Sundny follo~ng the Midori-Maru disast e r. Marine Sgt. 

Charles Koening, now stntioned a.t Camp Hansen, was in the hospit.nl with 

a broken rib nnd there followed the coincidental reunion. 

In 19~7, Drinkwnt er and Koening were stationed on the u.s.s. Columbus 

and had set out from the ship_ in a smn.11 boat for liberty in Long Bench ; 

Cnlif. Sidetrncked in a dense fog, t:he bont ren out of ga soline nnd began 

drifting, finaUy wi_nding up 24 miles a~ay near _Huntington Harbor._ 

After 18 hours on the wnter., t he pair was rescued by a civilian cabin 

cruiser and eately t o shore. 



111'he 1947 incident seems like n br.d drerun because it. wns 00 many 

. years ago nnd I wns so young," Drinkwnter snid. H~ then added wryly 

that he would prefer t.he smnll bon.t to a telephone -i:o'i.e n.ny dayo 

The captain was referrtng to the telephone polE:s he :ind the airrnen 

and many Ryukyunn passengers clung to in t.he &'\st Chinn Sen nft.er the 

Mi<lor-1-Maru snnk. For seven hours until their rescue; the pole~ kept.. t.he 

men afloat. 

Cn.pt.. Drinkwater nnd A2C Ed Bancroft were returning to Kurne from 

·~ I -1 ,;::.~· · ~-~ , ... ,_,_ 

leaves on Okin.awn. A2C Bob Ostermiller l'.nd A2C Gnry Little had been on 

leave in Hong Kong. 'I'he captnin is n wen.pons cont.roller at Kume, Lit.tle 

and Ostenniller are radar• crew members, and Bnncroft is ell') nir policemM 

on the island. 

The four were standing on the top deck when the ship .overtumed in 

the rough waters, spilling them and a number of telephone poles over

board, along with Ryukyun.n fk.'1.Ssengers. In t he water, the ainnen grabbed 

a pole l'l.nd hung on despero.tely. 

When 10 Ryukyunns also clambered orito the :pole, Bancroft am Oster

miller gave up their _ spnce_s and swrun to a second pole nearby. Seven 

hours lat.er when the men were rescued, the tvK> poles had d _rifted severl\.l 

miles apart. 

''The huge wave·s bent. on us ·constantly," said Capt. Drinkwater. irvJe . 

~ere so occupied with just hanging on that there Wl\S no time to think 

abo~t- anything else." 

At .ti~t, the two poles kept crashing int_o. each other, anid the 

survi voNJ, and a watennelqn kept hitting the wle, noating away, nnd 

then retuming. Fot a while, th.e_ melon, but then 



gnve up and devoted his nttention to gripping the pol o nnd fiWiting the 

The bon.t capsized At. 11:40 a.m. Drinkwater estimn.tes thnt they 

we re picked up nround 7 p.m., but he is nol. ce rtnin been.use his water

logged · wrintwntch st.op))ed func t ioning sh-n ·t ly Rfter 4o 

Drinkwnter nnd Li t.tle were picked up by helicopte:cs c1.nd Bn.ncroft 

and Ostenniller by n ~yukyuan boat. 

· The four men returned to Kume lns t Fridn.y with t heir lives, but 

they lost. numerou.CJ possessions with the sunken ship. Drinkwnte r hnd 

ju5t. picked up .$400 worth of clothing on Okinawa--including a new me ss· 

dress uniform--while the n.innen lost mnnller items such as jewelr1J und 

radios, many of them purchased n. few days earlier in Hong Kong. 
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TAHA, Okinawa--"1'his was t.hR first t.ime for something like this for 

us nnd we hope it, is the lnst," snid A./2C Edw;:,.rd G. Bnncro.ft.; one of the 

.four Air Force men who were rescued Saturday night from an Okin-'lwnn f8rry 

bon.t that. cn.p$ized wit.h more thnn 200 persons abonrd 18 miles west of 

}!ahn port. 

B:\.ricroft., Cnpt. Finis z. Drlnkwnter, A/2C Snry D •. Little, nnd A/2C 

Robert Ostem.~ller, were -cl.bonrd the Midort Mn.ru. which snnk near Snnd Islnnct 

...mile en route +.o Kumcjimn Islnnd 55 miles west. of tbhn. 

All four of the men n.re from the 623rd. Aircrnft Control nnd Warning 

Sq., Det. 2, on Ku~~jim.n. 

Bnnc rof t, relaxing Sunday in the U .s. Anny Hos pitnl nt. Crun p Kue, 

snid, 11The boat tilted to the left side. It looked like she might survb,e · 

ns she nlowly crone up .n. little, but. sudd.enly she went further down. 

fllt hnppened so fnst. _It ·took us about one minute .to decide to get 

off nfter she went further down the second time," he s<'.id, "The first. 

three hours in the water were t he ensiest. We .hung onto telephone poles 

l'-!i be.st we could. We ull st.ayed together which gnve us encoura_gement.o" 

· "But, · after we f\.ctunlly saw bodies fi(){'\_ting near us, then the con

ditions got n lit.tls ~d,*' Bnncroft snid, 

-"l kapt . thirtld;ng·, wondering if t!'te ship' a cnpt&in hnd enough time·· 

she w t down, ~t he· hl.\d , - I . knew we 



nbo11t :\n hr)Ur out. · of }T~hn , If not. , I :rmnemb er Pd othe r boc\t. s would be 

nr1 sni ng by . u 

B~ncroft snid u ~~Y s mr bo.n.ts c1.+-. 2 p . m. 0':td nt h p . m. but bot h vee :ro.d 

in n not.h r?. r. d i r e ct.ion. 11 'T'h 8 b0d p._'l r t. of t he whn le thing , 11 he snid, 11 W'.s 

t .!1nt. we s~w plnne s :md helicopte r s flying overhead but hending i n nn 

opposite d ire ct. ion." 

Drinkwnt er, senior di:roctor nt t he Kume jim".'. rlir- Force s it e , s nid nll 

fou:r o f +: he men we re confident o f res cu e , nnd t .hn.t. he nev0 r. hr.ct a doubt 

t.hnt. t.hey would mn ke it .• 

Drlnkwnter snid t hnt befo~~ t he s i nk:i.ng , "it st.nrt ~ci to r a fo, so 

ou i te n few of the p~opl~ nbon rd the boat went down t o the seconr! and 

t.hiro decks. Mnny of t he people who n. r-e missing coulci hnve bee11 trnpped 

t.he re wit h no cbmce of gettirie ou"'t.. 

"The re wns ju!'lt one sweep of wnt P. r and ull t he nren. in t he second 

deck was underwnte:r, 11 t he capt ain sn.id. '''l'he people the re d-idn' t have a 

cht1.nce. 11 The reason we didn't str:.y longP.r wa s becaune all t:. he nrec'. below 

tl--ie mn.in deck wa s underwater. 11 

"We grnbbed what .food 'or c "'.ndy we could find floot.ing in the \o«lt e r 

in cnse we would hnve to remn.in on the wntcr f or a long t ime ," snid Ban~ 

croft·~ t1At ubout 6 p.m. &'l.t.urdny, we saw a bont. coming directly for us, 

then · suddenly it. mnde a ·90-degree tum nnd hended b ack·. But t hey picked 

up o. life roft and soon 6 or .. 7 shi_ps begnn forming n sen.rch pnttern9 

Little said it "wns a · good thing the sun stayed behind t.~e clouds'~ 

even though nll the men did get .s unburned on the f u ce. 11 I f it -hl\d been 

n clea r day, I would be afraid t o ·ooy whnt would hav~ happened. n 
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In the wake of the trngic sinklng of the Midorimaru, which Saturday 

cln1med 118 lives, the Ryukyus Sea Disnster Relief Assn. hns nnnounced 

plans to offer stronger guidance in mnritinie safety men.sures for inter

island shippers. 

The guidance program w-i.11 includt1 instnictions for all locnl ship 

crews on radio communications at sen. Crews will nlso be irwtruct.ed to 

teach pnssengers how to make use of availnble life jackets and other 

emergency life saving equiµnent. 

The · need for stronger snfety measures at sen wa5 brought out in 

Snturdny' s disast.er--the worst maritime tmgedy in the Ryukyus in post 

war years-when it was evident that it wns not learned here that the 

ferry had go~e down until more than four hours after the sinking. 

The 300-ton s~ip went down near Sand island, some 10 mles from 

Okinawa, within · aight of Nnhn. The ship was carrying 243 passengers nnd 

a crew of 14. Rescue efforts were also hrunpered because the ship's mani

fest was not complete. 

Relief association officials said that the deat h t oll would not hnve 

.been nearly ns high if the ship had radioed an SOS before the ship sank. 

It was also lenmed that the }lidori-nnru }X\ssed two other vessels 

just 10 minutes before it capsized. Neither of the vessels noticed that 

t he fert'1 was· in trouble. 

Until now, t he aesoeiation cha rged, no loe4l shipping fitm Ms ever 



offered any pre-voyage . instructions on use of life jackets or other 

emergency equiJ]1lent. 

Meanwhile, the Government of the Ryukyu Islands financing ins_pection 

bureau conferred with three Ryukyu.an insurance companies urging them to 

prepare n new insurance progrom to protect ship passengers. 

The talks between GRI officials nnd insurance company representatives 

have been further strengthened by Chief Executive Seisaku Ota 1 s statement 

Sunday thnt if it was necessary, he would invoke Article 19 of the marit:1Ine 

transportation law ma.king it mandatory .for local immrance comprmies 

to carry this type of protection for ship passengers. 

Following the talks, the insurance representatives ~entntively agreed 

to prepare a maritime passenger insurance policy. 

Secretary of the Anny Cyrus R. Vance has dispatched a message of 

conrlolence to Goverrment of the Ryukyu Islands' Chief Executive Seisaku 

Ota nnd the Ryukyuan people upon the sinking of the Midori-maru. The 

.. messnge reads: 

"On behalf of the U .s. goverment, I wish to express to you an<l to 

the Ryukyuan people our feeling of: shock arrl grief at t~e , ferry-boat 

accident. of Aug. 17, which caused such a trogic loss of life. We extend 

our deepest sympathy to the relatives and friends of those who lost their 

lives in that u,nfortunnte disaster." 



Ot~V:-:ilA P1.-SJS TRA~·:3LAU0?,i 
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OF?ICF, OF PUBLI '.:: M'FAIRS 
1 /edne s t..1.ny , 2;~ Augu s t 1963 

1'he 11,c. .r-ine Di sns t.er Inqui ry Board ye $ l.erdny comple ted t he general 

· i nv 13 st.ig;:i.t.i.on of nl l crew members o f the nnnkr.m Midori }:a:tu o i{,1wev.~r , 

t.he i nv est l gnti :)n .. f th13 c rew rr1ffnb e r-:::; di scl()secl t hat a f nl~H" ·stuten1ent. 

mny n,we been mnde by Cn ptnin I'J ISHIKAJIKU Sh lro i n 3u:;rnH,t. ing a report 

on the mnrine dis.:1ster , nnd the bor.i. r,1 has deci d e d t o r e inve stig~t. e the 

C,:.ptc1.in . 

/.,, ccording t o t he report. of t he c,~pt r~in, a thorough i nnfX; ct. ion w.-1.s 
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mri.de of th~ t=:ngi ne , body , pass enge ro ~nd car6o b e fo~ the s:-,ip' s _d e pn. rtu~ 

from 1'omnri i:ort. In t he cour se of t.irn hoard inves t. igr.tion, however, 

t.h e c:"Cw mer11be·rs sa~d fhnt -.=; lect ric pol.cs we re loaded just p rio r t o t he 

dr.. parture , ~n<l the upper load was henvy, ·,,;hj_le the hat.ch wets empty. Thus, 

th e board found a false s tn.t emem. in the captain's report. :,for .. over, <'

divGrgency i n s tl'.tements was noted run<?ng othe r crew me~nbers regn. rding 

the r~scua nct. i vit ies nnd othe r [.spects. 
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~ Okinn.w:.1. Times - News A rt.icle 

I POLICE APPROVED DF,P/\.11.TlnlE'' SAYS su:-1KEN 'TF:SSEL SKIPPER 

T~e Mnrine Accidents Inquiry Agency yesterday held · the third 

·henring on t.he Midori Mrl.ru incident (in which n. 302.9-ton regular Okino.wn

Kume jimn line r cnpsized nround noon, 17 !\.ugust 1963). 

The hearing on the dny ended in the questioning of examinee 

MISHIKAJIKU Shiro, t he skipper of the sunken vessel. In reply t.o the 

qunst.ions of Councillor t-1 ISHI~IRJ\, NISHlY.AJIKU m~de a notewort.hy r e ply 

Umt. 11 +.he police approved f.. he depR.rture of the ghip nfter conducting an 

inspect ion." 

A!!. for t he cnr~o, th e exruninee stated that. the ship was listing to 

the _port side but the pos~tion wns corrected wh en t._he cnrgo wns renrlanged, 

and electric poles, drum cnns and other big it ems were finnly tied down 

to the ves~el. 

?-tISHIKAJIKU also said thnt. matting on the deck wn~ brought. by the 

pn.ssengers. At. the near hearing scheduled f o r t he 28th, I 'J'OSU, rndio 

opero.t or-:purser of the vessel, will be eXD.mined. 



DIVERS CALL OFF 
SEARCH OPERATION 

OKil!AWA MORNING STAR 
Wednesday,· 21 August 1963 

American military and Ryukyuan dlve rs yesterday cnlled off salvage 

operations at the site of the sunken ferry Midori~nru after recovering 
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62 bodies Mondny and yesterday. 
r· ic , r rol,a /J, s 01,-1 Id re..;,. d /h? / 
.... J • J -· 

The ferTY capsized off Nnhn Saturday carrying 188A persons to their 

deaths. Only 75 bodies were recovered, nnd the other 43 persons a.re 

still missing nnd officially declared dead. 

Although the of ficia.1 effort has been curta.iied, many smnll Ryi..uc,.ruan 

croft yesterday still swanned in the area. Mnny of them were manned by 

relntivee of the missing pnssengers. 

The 300-ton ferry of the Sunnbe stellmship line carrying 261 persons 

was en route to Kume island, 50 miles went of Naha, when it wna_ struck 

broadsides by n series of waves. It . capsized and rocketed to the bottom 

in just ~even minutes, 18 miles - frotn Nnhn port and within sight of small, 

uni,,nh.nbited sand island. Due tQ the strong currents~ none of the survivors 

were nble to swim to the islnnd and nouroered in the heavy seas _ until 

· word of the disnstei\ reached Okinawa almost '· five. hours . lnter. 

Official8 said that the dend bodies recovered included 56 females 

and 18 males, 36 of whom were under 20 years old. 

Di vers said that most of- the bodies in the . ship were found crammed 

nt th~ ent ranee to the third el.ass cnbin where the frenzied victimo 

apparently had tried to escape through the_ three- toot door. . 

In &.ddit~on to the bodies recovered troJu, the Midori~ru, the divers 



also brought up numerous pe_rsonnl possessions including suitcases, small 

hnndbngs nnd Cl'.\ffiemsa 

While t.he salvage effort wnr; called off, the surfnce search for more 

bodies still continue s with both Ame rican and Ryukyunn ships and aircrnft 

pc.'l rt i ci pn ting. 

The tragedy focused attention on local shipping lines, o'f which 

there aro currently 46 operot.ing n totnl of 50 vessels, over five tons, . 

engaging in inter-island cormnerce. Only 12 of these are made of steel 

nnd the majority are four-five years old. 

Shippi~g- regulations require that o.11 passenger ships mnintnin life

jackets for _l20 per cent of its maximum pasoenger and crew capacity ns 

well ns other safety equiµnent. 

Unconfinned reports said thnt the Midori-mn:rt1 wns not carrying the 

:required safety gear nrrl the matter is c'1rrentl.y being . probed both by the 

Goverlanent of Ryukyus maritime board and a special police board of inquiry. 

A police spokesman aaid that their probe will center on the fnct that 

there were over 260 persons aboard a ship design~d to · ~nrry n 207 maximum·. 

The regulntions a lso demand thnt a ship·be inspected by the govenll'Ilent 

nt least once~ year. Infonned sources said that in many cases local ship

pers neglect maintenance or· safety equipnent until the inspection. 

Meanwhile, Ryukyu weather bureau authorities· reported that the 5ea. 

was unusually rough · Saturday but general weather conditions should not · 

have cnused a 300-ton ship to capsize. 

The ship had ·been insured with the Kyown Maritime and Fire Insurance 

Canpany. Senrc~ · for th~ mi~_sing _bcxlies will continue today• 



'ATTACKED BY GUST OF WIND 1 

CA.PT AIN DESCRIBES TRAGEDY 

OKINAWA MORNING STAR 
Thurnday, 22 August 1963 
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As police nrrl ;nn.ritime offic:inls prepared to open their probe today 

of the trn.gic Midor:i.-Mnru disaster , the captain of the ill-fated fer.ry 

yesterday said thnt hifJ 300-ton liner wns cnpnized Saturday by nn 11 :irre

sistible force. 11 

Midori-Mnru skipper Capt., Shiro Knjiku told police investigators thnt 

he •,ms making the 50-mile trip between Naha and Kurne isln.nd without chnrts 

nnd ''depending on my experience. 11 He said he hru::l often travelled the 

· route and it was frun:lliar to him. 

Kajiku visited the site of the tragedr yesterday afternoon accompnnied 

by police in a government chartered launcho 

Squatting on the deck and cradling his hend in his anns, the 38-year 

old master haltingly related his version of the tragedy that claimed 118 

lives. 

"The wind speed when we left Tomnri port (Naha) was 18 mph," Kajiku 

said. 0 We were travelling at 11 knots and While the ship wus pitching 

forward heavily it was not rolling. II 

The captain said that about 60 minutes from port the wind picked up 

and it began raining--the fringe of a tropical depression which he said 

was hovering nenr the aouthern .Ryukyu Miyuko isL.1.nd group. 

When they neared Sand island where the capsizing occurred, Kajiku 

said that the waves became rougher and b~gan lashing at the side of the 

vessel despite ·evnsive action by t.he crew. 



While passing the mn..1.ll, uninhnbited i s l n.nd , the veteran seamnn 

recalled t.hn t the wind speed had reached 26 mph , forcing n. five t o s even 

degree roll in the heavily-laden ferry. 

He said · the $hip tipped rmd co.psi zed when it wn.s "attacked by a guBt 

of wind and n se:rie:J of triangular w~wes" niinultrmeously. 

Pol1.ce said thnt Ka jiku nnd of.ficinls of the Sunabe Steamship cornpc1.ny 

which owned the ship "may be chnrged with negligent homicide and violntion 

of JTu.1. ri time lnw3. n 

A spokesmrm sn.:.ct t.here is n "strong s· upicion" t hat requirnd safety 

precnutions were neglected . 

The Midori-Maru wns carrying 257 per~ons, 14 of which were crewnen. 

Of the crew, only one mn.n lost his life , al though scve ml ware working 

in thn engine room in t he lowest deck of the vessel. 

The police probe is expected to center on the fact that over 50 1x1.s

sengers wer,,.:, not listed on the ship's mnnifest which complicated the 

rescuo operation and k8pt nuthoritieD guesning ns t o how many pe rsons 

were still rnfas:i.ng. 

As of last night the officin.l police record showed 144 survivors, 

78 dead accounted for ·nnd 35 persons ntill missing but officially declared 

dead • . 

As a result of the di3aster, Government of Ryuk'.fUS officials nre 

expected t o enforce compu..lsory insurance for n.11 Ryukyunn passenger ships. 

Also of concern to police is the fact that the vessel wus loaded 

beyond its 207 passenger rnrudmum. 

Police revealed yesterday that local criminal elements saturoay night 

were a.t work aa thousunds of anxious :r-eJ.at.ives nnd friend3 · crammed Tomnri 

port to await rescue ships. Numerous persons reported having their 

pockets picked both Sunday and Mondey. 
2 
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NAHA., Okinn.wn (AP)--? he cnptain of the Okinc1.wnn ferry Midori Mnm 

which sank 0ff Okinnwn Saturday carcying poszibly mor8 t.hnn 110 persons 

to their den.th snid W8dnesdny his ship w:1.s cnpd zed by 11 irresist.ible force. 11 

Shim Kn.jiku, skippe r of the 300-ton iJJ.-fr>.ted fet>ry, told police 

fovestignt.ors t.hnt he wftn making the 50-rnile t:,;-ip from r 11.ha to the Kume 

Islnn<l without charts ~nd "depending on my experience." 

K::1.jiku vlsi ted t.he site of t;he trngedy Wednesdny nfternoon ncc:'.)fflpn.nied 

by -police. 

He said the w;i.ve s b e crune rougher nnd· begnn lnshing at t he side of 

t.he vessel. While _paMing :t smn.11, uninhnbit.ed island, the veternn s eaman 

recnlled t~nt. the wind speed had r enched · 26 miles an hour. · 

Knjiku sn.id . the Midori Mnru C<.'1pt,ized wh en it wag simultc1.neou s ly 

11nttn.cked by n gust of wind and n series of t rinnguln r waves. '' 

A police Bpokegnrm snid there is a "strong suspicion 11 t hat required 

sl'.fety preC<."\ut ions were neglected. Only one out of n 14-man crew wa.s 

killed in the disnster, rdthough several were working in the engine room. 
· The police probe is expected to center on t he many passengers who . 

were not listed on the ship1 a passenger list. 

As n r asult of this, the number of cnsunlties still varies. Official 

police records Wedneadey night showed 261 persons were nbonrd the M1ctori 

Mn ru., of. whom 145 were . reSGl,lod. Seventy-seven bodies have been recovered 

by .American n.nd Ryukyunn divers, nnd 39 persons nre st.ill listed missing. 



OKHAWA PRESS r ru\1"SV,'T'JON 
UNITED 3'f.\T":S CIVIL t,DMINISTPJ\'i'ION 0: ':'H2 flYUi<YUS 

OFF IC~ OF PU8LIC APFA ITIS 
;,fo ,lnc sd~y , 21 August 1963 

The Okin,nm T:L'nes New~ Article 

NAHi\ POLICE ,-1JBiiJG Ch iJS~ OF MIDO~U VARU DISASTER 

'T'he I nvest.igc1tion Sectiop of t,T n.h;:i Police 3tntion, which is prnbing 

t he cauee o f the sinking ;'Jf t he 302.8-ton Midcri Hn1:1 ln the sea off 

1'i~hn, ye ste rdny conciucted ;1 spot i nspection of t.h~ scene of the disast er. 

1'he inspection wns conduct ed in t.:-,e Da igo-Yusho Me:.ru (35.5-ton) which took 

exactly the snrne course as the ill-fat. ed Midori M2.rn. On bo!trd t he 

ves~ el we re p:)licemen , public procurnt ors, M dori !'i£_ru skipper KAJIKU 

Shiro, n.nd ot hers. 

KAJIKU t ea rfully expl a ined !:.r1t'.t i.he s e a wns rough on t .!ie day, but, 

Kumejima line . He snid timt t.he di.so.st. e r would not have taken pl a ce ha d 

t heI'e ber:n no gu.-sts nnd triangular waves. He a dd E:d tha t t he wind velocity 

hnd rea ched 12 or . 13 meters by the time h i s ship p.:'1ssed Chiibishi, b ut 

he did not sens e nny d anger until the ship suddenly f oundered. 



BEFORE MIDORI-MARU SANK 

OKilMWA MORNING STAR 
Saturday, 24 August 1963 

RADIO OPERATOR CLAIMS HE SENT SOS SIGNAIS 

Sei toku Itosu, pu~er• and radio operator for the ill-fated ferry 

Midori-Maru, said yesterday that he tn.pped out n series of SOS signnls 

shortly before the 300-ton ship sank. 
·- . 
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The 30-yenr old seaman added however thnt he thinks the signnl wns 

not nired because the vessel had nlrendy begun sinking nnd the radio room 

was rapidly filling with wn.ter .• 

Ito3U made the statements_ to _newsmen after nppearlng--together w-lth 

Captain Shi.ro Kaji}ru--before n GRI mnri time boa~ currently probing the 

disaster. 

_The radio operator said he could not remember how he escaped from 

the radio room where, he · said, he had been on duty when the vessel cap

sized 11:50 a.m. last Saturony. 

Itosu denied rumors that he was out of the radio roan attending-to 

"other duties" when disaster struck. 

capt. Knjiku, also testifying, tol:d the investigators that at the 

time the caps-izing occurred he wae in commnnd of the ship fr"?m the bridge. 

He revealed that several. minu~es before the ship sank he realized the 

imminent dange.r and ordered SOS signals- trnnomitted. 

At the same time, Kajiku continued, he ordered paseengers and crew 

to abandon ehip. 

ip addition to the ·Mrit.ime board_ pro~e, the ORI po-lice are pl,nnning 

·a sepnrate inquiey into the disaster as the result ot which_ . . 



be brought o.gninst the person or , persons deemed responsible for the tragedy. 

Meo.nwhilo, welfare o.gencies on Okinnwo. yesterday continued their 

all-out efforts to raise relief money for the survivors of victims of the 

Midori.-Mn.ru which sank off Okino.wn last Saturday tnl<ing 112 persons to 

their death. 

Aroong those.agencies conducting the fuoo raising drive were the Oki

nnwn Red Cross, the Government of the Ryukyu islands, the Okinawa. City

Town-Villago Assn., the Social Welfare Assn., nll the islnnd' s newspnper, 

rndio and television enterprises, shipping companies, nnd many other 

private businesses. 

It is not known officially how much the collecting ngencies ho.ve 

roised, but one Nnhn newspnper reµ:,rted . tho.t the drive had topped the 

$/+ ,000 mark. 

Officials of the GRI yesterday talked with fund-raising organizations 

on how the rroney would be. di~tributed. 

Meanwhile the families of the dead yesterday held their first manorial 

service for the victims of Okinawa's greatest post-war mnritime tragedy. 

Buddhist custcm requires that ·memorial . _services be held every seventh day 

for 49 days when a member of t.he imnedia.te family dies. 

Diving operotions · continued over the sunken 300-ton ferry in an 

attEDpt to recover as many bodies ·na possible. Patrol boats nlso combed 

the sea sorne 10 miles west of Nahn on the chnnce Umt. more bodiea would 

be .recovered. 

When the l'hip went dgwn near Sand island in heavy _eena, there were 

261 persons aboard, inellJ:ding 144 who were rescued seven hours following 

the disnt,rt,er. 

issued n · notiee· yesterday thnt sn estimated 



500 parcels being shipped to .Kume-Jinn when the ship went down were 

recovered and all but 50 of than will be dried nn::l l'f.rnhipped. 

Officials snid compensation would be paid for nnything destroyed 

in shiµnent. 



Marrs FACTS SOUG'.- ·f' 

ON FERRY SIVKIW} 

PACU'JC S'J't/lS M-1D S'T'RIPES 
Mondn!, 26 A.ugust. 1963 

HAIIA , Ok1n~wn--"T'he gove r,,!llent. _of t.he 11yukyus J-lnrit.ime Di$;i..St.8r Inciui rrf 

Agency Moncin.y wc1.~ to ·cont.inul'l it.s invP.stign.tion o f the Midori Mnru in 

hopen of find:i.ng out. why- t.he 302-ton ves~el cnpsized nnd 5tlnk l\uG • 17 

ct~.rryi n~ 112 persons t.o t.he:i.r den.th. 

Cnpt. Shh'O Kn. j:Um, :::kipper of the ill-fnted ve s sel, snys he WM 

in complete comm-1.nd of th e ship. until it. :mnk nnd that h e hf'.d ordered 

SOS s:tgnn.ls to be s ent. 

Sei toku It.okazu, rodiomnn abon. rd the vessel , snid he s ent :".>ut 

s everol SOS signals n.t. the o rder of Kajiku but. he fen.red that t.he dis

tres9 si.gn,1.ls did not reach Okinnwn becttu~c the vessel hn.ct nlren.dy begun 

to sink nnct th e comrnuniCf'.t. ions room was taking on w[!.t8r. 

Su.nd!ty, several Eyu.kyun.n boats with r clnt ives 11nd friends of missing 

pP-rsons [\bon.ro the vessel continued n surface senrch of the·· disaster 

area. in hopes their loves ones mi..'l.y still be found. 



CHARGES AND COUNTF.R-CHARG~S: 
MIDORI-MARU PROBE CONTINUES 

OKrnAWA MORNING STAR 
Thursdny, 29 August 1963 

Bitter cruirges nnd counter-charges yesterday filled the Nnha meeting 

rocrn of a special Government of Ryukyus maritime boord currently probing 

the Midori-M.-.1.ru tragedy. 

Committee sources sn.id th.."l.t , as the result of nppnrently conflicting 

test.imohies, ferry skipper Capt. Shiro Knjiku will ''very pIY.;>bnbly"· be 

recalled to npponr before the group. 

bl 

l{njiku and his rodio operator, Seitok_u Itokazu, hnd testified enrlier 

when the hearings opened. 

In a written statement later repented before· the investigating body, 

Knjiku clnimed that he hnd inspected the vessel before it left Naha port 

Aug. 17, on its ill-fated voyage. 

A subsequent witness, however--a.nother crew member--told the board 

that when the ship left port it nppeo.red to be loaded in a "top-heavy" 

manner. 

Eighteen miles from Nahn t~e 300-ton vessel capsized and 112_ pnssen- . 

gers were · drowned. 

Kajiku hnd also snid that he oroered ·passengera to abandon ship as 

· well as an immediate SOS fia:3hed. _Passengers, however, ola~ed that they 

leaped off the sinking vessel on their ·own. initiative nni no abandon ship 

omer wa.a given. 

Currently, · a team of GRI police investigators are 00,JYJ.ucting another · 
I 

· prQbe on Kumejima island-,.lmere the . v_eosel was bo~nd for am where the 



majority of passengers resided. A police opokeom/J.n ·~mid the temn is 

investigating rumors tha t survivors, slc.ted to nppenr as future witnesses 

mn.y have been conched regarding their planned testimony. 

In addition, several ?,'\osengara clnim thnt Itokazu was not on duty 

in t he radio room when the disnster occurred. 



lHDORI-MARU 
SKIPPER ARRESTED 
BY NAH,A POLICE 

OKINAWA MORNING STAR 
Thursday, 7 Noveir.ber 1963 · 

Naha police yesterdey arrested Captain Shiro Nishi Knjiku, cnptain 

of the ill-fnted ferry Midori-Mnru and the ship's_ purser-radio operator, 

-Seit.oku Itosu, en suspicion of accidental homicide und inflicting bodily 

injury. 

The nrrest.s wound up a three-month police investigation touched of.f 

lnst Aug. 15 when the 300.Lton vessel cnpsized arid . sank 1$ miles fran 

Nnha clD.:iming 112 lives; the worst sea trngedy in Ryukyuan history. . 

Over 100 others were snatched frcm the sea by the greatest air-sen rescue 

effort here since the war. 

A police spokesman- declared that their investigntion pin-pointed 

blruoo for the accident on the captain whom, they continued, wns "careless 

in loading the ship's cargo" and "did not pay heed to established navi

gational procedures or maritime safety regulations." 

Purser Seitoku Itosu, who doubled as radio operator, said he had 

sent out a series of SOS minutes before the vesse~ plunged to the bottan~ 

This was disputed by many of ~he witnesses appearing during the P_!'ob}e 

who claimed they ho.cl seen Itosu on the ship'-s bridge when she capsizedq 

Local radio stations uaually monitoring emergency channels ;recalled 

hearing no emergency signals. 



OKINNvA ·•:1rESS 'f'R.J:.irsLA'P I ·_,N 
Ur' 17.:-:o ~1TATJ=; S SI' IL ADMH;ISTRAT I C'H OP Ti!L 11YU f':Yu rnL'\V DS 

OFPI~ OF' Tm; HIGH COHNISSIONI-.J?. 

RynkJ:t! Shimpo - NeHs A1·tic l e 

PUBLIC -.FFAI'.lS ff: ?11.R'TI,C,N'i' 
Fr i d,i,y , J.h August. 1964 

The 9t,h ·T~ rinl?- d isast '.~ Y' j_n 1.,i r y hen.ri ng involving t 1e r<irlori Ha ru 

exru-.'.'t i n i ne I TOSU Se i t.oku (rr\dio o pe1."'c..t.or :-;nd pu r s e r ) , t:. r"is cre pri.ncy wns 

nr,i- ed b~t. w~en his ~tntement s c".nd +~ho s e mnde e~.rl i e r by P ISHIKA,JI '1.J Sh iro 

( 5ki ppP r o f. +-.he sunken v _:Js~~l ) i n conne c t i on wi1: h +:,; e ]"X) ~:d t.i on 0.nd con-

. di . . ion of the v ~ssfl l ct r i ng t.h e t.i1re from t .he r t1.di o \•le['.t her fo-·e ct'.;~t, t o 

· ,he ::iinki Lb of + h~ vessel . 

It. wa!J r\lso b ro ' g'.1t +.o light U mug~ t: -~ !3 J~t~:-ncnt o f I T' SU who 

rndio t.hfl nruM~ o f +.he vcs..,e l . · s n r 0 su 1 t , t he Mr..rine c r:! i dent I1 1ui r·J 



JKIYkdA i-~OnNn~c STf.:l 
Jundt\y , 18 h 1gust. 1963 

at. h i e wrist wnt.d: . 7h ; hancts , " till !Xi. r tl:1 !:'.wash Jn s .-:.J.t wnt.e r in 
' ""\ 

l !-°'d.r cr:,rst.al c t'.S 8 , ~--..:.,.:.1 .+. 8d nt. 11: 55. t1Th.:"Lt. 1 !:, t. h ,~ t:iJ:iE:: t he s hi.p :•ren t 

svns werit down t·rit.h the · ship n.c t:.ho t hr ee me11.bers o f t hn fn.rdly ,_,..,.-, re 

-:> n i c,f summe r hol idrcy in N;_)_ha . 

Y. shii'1n.g2. waG one of 29 "f.}f;! r!:io ns who 11c..d b e en sn0.t. chcd fror~ t .i1e 

wn.t c r o ff Sn.nd island by U • .s . nd.litni-y hGlico pt e rn ·which He r e n.le rt e~l fit 

4 : 30 in ~J. c nf t e n-,oon . A 1ot.he r 1 56 per sons we re r e scuod b y s,_irf,-,_ce c 1'£1 . .ft 

H.i ukyu,;.-m wnte!' ;J s tnce Lie Bnd of the irar. 

Accoroing to survivors , +.he ~lidori--<anru , n ship owned by t .he Sunabe 

st<::arnship company, l e ft Tomnri port. nt. 11 a . rn ., on n r lfgul a rly schedul~d 

r un t.o Kume jj-'11n , _ some 50 miLs ,-,est of ,TC\hn. Abon.ro we-re 199 pa s s e 1gers 

nnd crewm Al . Police re_.lOrt.s sn.id that another 40 pe r s ons had nl oo gono 

An ho!-1 r ln.t. r, l\8 t- he Hidori-maru was steroni..ng in +.he l ee o.f Sl!.nd 

L l tt.nd , nn uninhnbit,ed outcropping_ lS miles frorf: Nnha, _ for roneonn w .. ich 

r unexplnined the Dhi 11bronched ." I n t.he ·sens which were dc.~cribed ns 



J !- .,c::.t 
V 

cbb r :_s b _J0w i"!.S he l ico pte r c r ews ::it. r:,_ined their -ye s c r ossing n.rr-l rec ro ss-

By 7: 30 , r.c .... o roing t.o confused r er..ort. :J, some 111 p ,.csons :1acl b een · 

Among the p[~:Jsongers who were reDcued by :·drcra ft were fou r mc ri cnns 

i n clucU1"!g n c:~ptnin Renn.court Drinkwater n :1d t.hre J ur 5. :::l en:.~fied enlisted 

1 .en. 

At 9: 20 t.he Knna t o Mnru, u 900 ... ton ship ,1f t. e Okinm·m K iun Knfoha 

lin ..... nosed i nto Tomuri port carrying n.nothe r consignnent cf survivors. 
l-

Ryuky1.inn police ni~ hospitnl nttendants working w:tth o.nt -l:tkc efficiency, 

nnd load d. the· nbonrd Arneric n militnry nmbulnnoos, 



1 ' -, . 7 r.·1c. i ng ·L Sl :]j .o l:i.J.,'\Y 



PACIFIC STARS AMD STRIPES 
Mondrw, 19 August 1963 

1 YOU GR.OW I.JP A IDT :nr 7 l{OTJRS 1 

s&S Okinnwn Bureau 

CAMP KUE, Okinawa--11It is the most growing up nnd +.he most preying 

I htWP. done in seven hours," sn.irl A/2C Echmrd G. Bancroft. in th~ u.s. 

Anriy Hospitnl here Sunday after being re!lcued from a ferryboat thnt. cnp

size·d Saturday wit.h more than 200 persons nbonrd. 

Bnncroft and three other Air Force men were the only Am.ericnn3 

aboaro the Midori Mnru, wh1 ch wns tnking them bnck to their duty stn.tion 

on Kume-j:Lmn !eland, 55 miles west. of :Nnhc\. 

"I think one of the biggest morale boosts we had during the seven 

· hours we were in the water was the fe.ct thnt we could see lnnd nll the 

t:bne.," snid Capt. Finis E. Drinkwater, senior director nt the · Kume-jima 

Air Force site. 

11 I wns scnred nt first," said A/2C C-nry D. Little. "I thought for 

· nwhiie I was going to push up dnisies • . But, aft.er n while we settled 

down holding onto a log, and things looked better." 

"I didn't think we'd mo.lee it, . I renlly didn't," said A/2C Gnry D. Little. 

All four _men were r~ported in go·od condition n.nd were expected to 
_ .. 

be released from t.he hospi tnl Monday. 

Besides sunbum on the face, they were all brui8ed a.round the arrn~ 

nnd wrish from ·the otdenl of holding _ onto fl~i.ting telephone poles, ~rt 

or the ferryboat's cargo; · 

"The amazing t,iing to me,_" snid Bancroft, •twns thnt ther., wne no 

panic. We had people in the water all aroum childre,n and old 



p8 o ple, and the re wti. s no ye llin~ or s c reruni ng.. Ev P. ryone remtlined cnlm, 11 

"The main rea.flon they suved so many wns t.hnt they were such n well 

disci_plined group," DY".inkwnt. er ngreed. "There wt:\$ no pnnic, plus -!-.h~ 

fa ct th!'! t elephone poles W'~re there. 11 

The roles, 15 to 20 of them, nccording to Dr:tnkwn.+,er, were stored 

on th" t.op deck nnd cnme free when the 302-t.on venfJel hit some rough waves 

nbout 18 mHes out.side Nnhn Port. nnd rolled ov·er. 

Bnncmft. nnd . A./2C Robert 03temiller were picked up by nn Okin0.wan 

bont whtch joined t.he huge ai !'-sen sen.rch n.nd rescue ef .fort. Drinkwnter 

and Little were picked up by Anny helicopters. 

Drlnkwater ·said. all four were together on the top deck when the 

vesse\. suddenly dipped !lhnrply. to the left nnd took wnter over the rn.il. 

After a momentary uprighting; it tilted ngain and "junt rolled into t.he 

wn~er-, like a plane doing a tum," Drinkwater said. 

'.'rt wns just a split second; then we turned over. It ju!lt lAy on 

its sid~," ·Drinkwn.t.er said. "There wns a lot of screaming, nrd. it finally 

went. down in three to five minutP-s." 

That was at nbout 11:40 n.m. Saturdny, he said, when the vessel was 

about three miles pnst uninhabited Snnd IsL.~nd and a.bout 18 miles from 

f\Tnhn Port. 

Drinkwater anid the four Ai~ Force men stayed together, hanging onto 

telephone poles, until rescued. 

All four were on pas s _ or leave at the time. Little and Ostenniller 

we~ retuming to d~ty following a ·-ie~ve trip to Hong Koryg and Tn_ipeio 
..... 

Drinkwnter tl,rd &lnc:roft had bot~ been on three-day passes in Nnhno 

Drlnk'!8ter · ani~ t he Alr Force men_ on Kumejima usually took the 

ferey :when military transportnMQn wne un1..wailnble. 



"'I'he r enlly unpleo.snnt pnrt of i t , 11 sn.id Drinkwnter, 11wn s t o see t he 

dead bodies floa t ing around.. '1.'h ~r e were nt l en.st four floating nenr us." 

The f o tt.r SD.id t hey did not suffe r fmm t h1.1~t or hun~e r during t h~ 

more thnn seven hours t h ey were in t he wnt.er. 

"We found some ornnges flonting i n 'the wnt. e r, 11 Drinkwater sn. id, "nnd 

we stuffed them into our pockets, but they noon floa t ed out. nnd were gone. 

Th"3n, we grabbed n. wat e rmelon and held onto thlit for nwhile , until it 

bAcrun e t.oo difficult to ho ld. 11 

"An ora.ng8 en.me flont ing pa.st 1 nnd I g rabbed i t nnd bit. int.o it a 

few times," s n id Bancroft. "'T:'hr~t mnde me feel n lot better~ We had nll 

swnllowed so much sea water we we ren't very hungriJ." 



rnRRYBOAT SINKING 

PACIFIC STAHS Al".TD STfiIPF.S 
Mondny, 19 August, 1963 

COP'I'F.RS PULL SURVIVORS PROM SSA 

BY SID WHITE 
S&S Okinnwa. Bnrenu Chief 

NAHA, Okinnwa--fi.t. lenst 16 ~rsons died nnd more thnn 40 were 

miesing nft.er an OkinnwM ferryboat c~p!i zed and sank s~t.urdny w1 th more 

t .hnn 200 pereJons nbonrd, including four Ame rienna. 

The Americans, all servicemen ·rrom ~nh~ AB, .were rescued and re~orled 

in sntisfnct,ory condition Sunday in the Cnmp Kue Anny Hospital. 

An intensive nir.~sen senrch for sul'Vivors continued Sunday in t he 

sinking nren nenr Sand IslP.nd, about 18 miles west of Nnhn Port. 

'T'he t.mgedy occurr~d about noon Snturdny wh~n the 302-ton ferryboat 

Midori Mnru cnpsized while en route to Kumeji.ma., nbout 55 mi.les we9t. of Nahn. 

The four Amerlcnns aboard were identified ns Capt. F1nis E. Drinkwater, 

A/2C Edward G. Bnncroft., A/2C Gary D. Little nnd · A/2C Robert Ost.enniller, 

nll fmm the 623d Aircraft Control and Warning Sq., Det. 2 at Naha. AB. 

The Air-Defense Cont ml Cent.er at Nnha AB r e ported as of 7: 30 a .m. 

Sunday that 146 persons had been rescued, nnd thnt 16 bodies md been 

The Sunabe Kniun Ship Co,, which owned the ferryboat, said manifests 

showed, there .were 194 pnssengers ·and 14 crewmembere nbooro, for a total 

of 208. The company said the ship hnd n cnpa.city _of 207. 

_ Okinawn police said unconfinned reports had _ a.not.her 20 to 40 person8 

abonrd the ship who were not on the manifest. 

Police· said the fercyboat turne(l ·over in beavy wnvef' about ~oon· Snturda.y:. 



Survivors snid t.he ship snn~ wi t h1.n 10 minut e s, l e n.1,ing t he wnt.e r 

st r mm wi-f:.h debri~ :1nd struggling survivors. 

r.-irst. word of the trc.gedy wns received in N[\ha nbout. four hourg n f t er 

the ship sAnk when one pa ssenge r nnd one crewmemb e r wl10 mnnnged t. o swim 

to Snnct Island were brought to !\' <1.l-ia Port on a. snnd bnrgeo 

Sixt.e en t.'.irplnMs n.nd helicopters from t:.he 33d ~. j r Res cue Sq. nt 

t,r nha. AI-1 o.nd Army nnd Mnrine airfield~ on Okinnwa nnd n. number of surfnce 

_y~ssels rushed to the nren.. 

'T'he nir SP.1'. :rch wns cnlled off nt. 11 p.m. Sn.turdny, but wns resumed 

nt 6 n.m. Sunciny wit h_ 14 n.ircrn..ft, including helicopters. 

Survivors rescued by ship we re brought to Tomari Port. t hroughout. 

. the night nnd were hust l ed off to hospitnl, for exruninat ions. 

Susumu TOlTlori., engfneer abonrd t he ferrrJbont and one of the two 

persorts who reported t he d1.sas t e r, said on n r.riva.l n.t Tomnri Port abon rd 

a rescue ·vessel: 

"1h~ ship keeled over t o t he s t nrbonrd side twice with wnves comihg 

over the ship. . I soon fourrl n lifeboat nnd pulled sane 20 people into it." 

Hiroshi Irrunil).a, 13, ·n _passenger, reported: 

ur was in the ·cabin when the ship rolled over nnd water poured in. 

I was fl<x.1.ting and pushed mys elf uJMnrd. I wns caught by a. l adder, but 

HY\nl.\.ged to get free when the water cr.une in f or the second tit'le. 

111 somehow got into the wnt er nnd clung to a float~n·g pole . It 

kept rolling and ·, I couldn't hold onto it, so I grabbed o. raft n&i"<'by nnd 

held onto that. There were nbout 10 p~rsons on it, includ~ng some girls 

nnd men. 11 

A spokeeman for the Naha AB Inf onna t.ion Of flee snid SUnday that 

pluck~d f~ the water · by .hellcopter Sat urooy were tnken to 

0 



Sand Islnnd so t.he choppers could rP-t.urn to the nren for more rescues. 

,.t'noae cri t.iec'tlly injured were flown directly from thR disaBter 

nre.n to i'!ahn AB n~,d whisked nbortrd n..rnbulnnces for th e t-.'Ahn Geneml Hos-

pitnl. 

The spob~~m".tn added thn.t during the rescue operation~ Sn.t.urdny, t.h e 

combined Air force, AY'ffiy and Mn.rlM he.licopter-nnd-nircra.ft. force hnd 

mnde 62 trips between Nnhn. AB n~ the disaster n.rea either to unlon.d 

~rvivo~ or to refuel. 

11The excellent - response from nll of t.he servtces cont c1ctect, ·this 

undoubtedly contributed to the low death rnte ," snid Maj. Henry s. Wal

lendorf, 33d Air Rescue . Sq., mission controller for the rescue opwrn.t.ions. 



AFTER FERRY BOAT snJKnm 

OKINAWA MORNJNG STAR 
Monday, 19 August 1963 

AMERICAN SUHVIVORS RE~TE EXPERIENCE 

By Jerry Heaster 
STAR Staff Writer 

"l did more growing up nnd more praying thnn I've_ ever done in my 

life during that seven h?urs," snid A/2C Edwnro G. Btmcroft, 22. 

"For a while there I didn't think we were going to make it," said 

A/2C Robert A. O~enniller, 22. 

"It was the worst experience of my life," said A/2C Gnry D. Little, 

21. 

11It swamped l:i.ke n rowboat. No one had a chance to do anything," 

Captain Finis E. Drinkwater said, describing the sinking of. the Midori

maru SD.t.urdey, carrying 13 known persons· to their death. 
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The four air force men were the only American passengers runong 271 

paosengers n.nd crew when the 300-ton ferry went down off Snnd island, · about 

10 rni_le·s west of Nnha. The ferry was making a re~ar run to Kuma-jima, . 

some 50 miles west, when it sl)rlk. 

Drinkwater, Bancroft, Ostenniller and Little were returning to Det. 

2, 623d Aircraft Control & Wnming Sq., n rndnr- station nt Kume, after 

visiting Nnha AJ3 • 

. Yesterday they told ·a story of courage, fear, sinking hopes nnd 

finally~•tho.nkf'\llnees. 

They are now at Camp Kua anny hospital recuperating from severe 8Un- . 

bum, expos~ and mi.nor C\lts am bru.iees. · 
, f. , • 

tour sai~ they owed their live1{ to one thing-a l~M ot 



telephone p:,les which the ship was carrying ns cnrgo on deck nnd which 

washed overbonro and were immediately grabbed by everyone ne~rby. They 

snid that they saw nt least 50 other Okinn.wn.ns using the telophone . IX>les 

to keep themselves nflont. 

11
The ship began listing and shipping water over the decks," Drinkwater 

snid. 11It righted nnd then listed agnin. Then . it turned over. Within 

three to five minute3 it sank. 

11
It swnmped like a rowboat. 1To one hnd 8 chance to do nnyt.hing,

11 
he 

said. 

They described people screrming in terror a~ they were pitched into 

the water and mothers calling for lost children. 

The four said they trled to stny together, but nfter about three 

. houre . the two telephone poles which they and about 20 Okinawans were using 

began .to separate. Little nrrl Drinkwnter were lnter picked up by an nrmy 

helicopter piloted by Maj. c. A .• Wyllie. Ostenniller and Bancroft were 

picked up by n fishing boat • . 

Wha.t did they. talk nbout during their seven-hour or<,len.l floating in 

the open sea? 

"We made a promise to each other thnt if one of us crune out or it we 

would go visit the other• a parent:J o.nd tell them how it h!3:ppened. For ·a. 

while there I didn't think we were going to make ~t," said Ostei,niller. 

Little thought · occasionally of how good· a cigaret might taste. They 

all tried to beat thirst by waiting for brea.ke in the swells and then. 

catching rn:1.n water in tneir mouth while looking skyward. 

All o! the inen pro.ised the ~ourage of their C9D1panion OkiMwnns • 

"Nobody panicked," ,snid Little. •rJv~ryone was trying to help everyone else. 

2 



Mothers were holding their ch ildren's heads abo ve wnter with one hnnd 

while hanging ~n to the pole with the other. 11 

"It made me hnve a. lot of respect for the Okinawnri people nft.er 

seeing the way they reacted. The children didn't .cr,y or show fenr, nnd 

everyone worked together," snid B<.1.ncmft describing the scene. 

"I asked · Capt. Drinkwnter if there were sharks in this nren nnd he 

snid, "Don't think nbout itl" so I tried not to,n Little said. 

Bancroft said everJOne began losing hope ns darkness nppronched 

because they lmew no one wou.ld find them after nightfall~ 

11We could see helicopters tal<ing . off from Mahn AB and stnrt searching 

the nrea. nnd then go· off in the other direction. Once n ship was coming 

right for ws, nnd just before it got there it m,.1.de n 90-degree turn nwn.y 

·rrom us," Bancroft snid. 

11Thnt. was the henrtbrenker,n , he said, describing the feeling of 

seeing the boat turn away. "It was getting close to dnr:k then. 

They snid thnt although they were close to Sand islarrl they couldn't 

nw:tm because the current was too stiff. An<l the tides kept washing them 

away from the island. 

They said tha.t beco.use it wns a. nice day most of the passengers were 

on deck--which probably so.ved many lives. All of th001 expressed amaze"'!' 

ment when told that some of those· in the ho]A when the ship sank did survive. 

"I ·gueesthey popped up to. the surface much the . smne no P. bubble is 

forced to the top of water," Drinkwater snid, . 
., 

Although the tour looked as H they hnd been broi~ed rare by the sun, 

_ they onid it would have, been much wo,;-se if it- ho.d been a cloudy day. 

· Staying aboard 'the slippery telephone pole in_ the ·15-toot swells 

aocoroing t ·o -the four. 



Although it wns n terrible experience, Bancroft snid that if you 

survived, you crune out of it n better mnn. 

11 I did more growing up nnd more praying than I've ever done in my 

life during thn.t seven hours," he said. 

His friends seemed to ngree--Trngedy brings out the beet in the 

goqd nnd t.he worat in the bad. 
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By j :rnY :;-~AST:-:n 
ST/~ '1 Sto.f'f· Wri t si:· 

,_ft ,; r n. .f e,~r y boat on wh1 ch _ t.hcy w,1m ricli ng cnpsLrnd a.nd s a n }<'. ne n:c 

3c'..nd i.s1ar.d -c1.b0ut Jg mile$ .f. rorr: Okinm-m .• 

D:rinkwat f-) r nnd A/ 2C rob0rt. Os t e rmiller. 'I'or1n.ri )Ort said 

r escue bout. · ' st e r:ni l l er was s a id to be in good conditi on . ·ri.•m othe r 

s ~:rv i cem;m---one identified on l y :-~s tH.xon--wc r e Ei.lso r e:po rt ed in good 

cond ition . 

The JOO- t on Mi do ri-rr,a ru, l'. f c1•.ry carryi.ng .199 pn.ssen~e rs n.nd crew 

members from Nahn to Kume - j.ima, some 50 miles west , cnpsized at 12: 05 

p .m. yeste r dl\y off Sn.r d islund • . 

A rolice r eJX> rt s uid there were 40 ot ' ·0r passenge rs nbo 1rd •.,Jho were 

not listed on the sh ip• s manifest. . B·..1t r escue officir.ls could n t co :1finn 

t. 1is . 

The first word of the disaste r rcnchod 0kinnwn nbout 4: 30 p . m., wh en 

tho cn.jJtain nm t,;;o crew members were brought t Tomn:ri port ir Nohe. . 



C'.:1.1.,ried fmrn r es c 'B s li ips, ·mile othe r'$ vlfH'0 . nlf- c~rri ed 

int o w!i5 t in0 El! •. t ;..ll<'-nce s • 

Pnss eh g r:; s~id. t .h~ c:Li.~,". 'Jt er e r e wit, o J.t. ru1.y ', La ren w:1 d.n~ '\S 

the s 1~-f o?.med t o ·capsize whl_e. b Ji ,g ocned ~bO\;.t by rou ·, s ,eo-, {' 

. minut n-~ ! r +_he s hip into h 

t)frm 



onl y 18 ~ilas of : the 

ni ght o 



OKmAWlt FH) ~SS T:1AHS1A'TION · 
u1fft'r. J STAT7~S CIVIL /\FJHINIST;lkrION ~'lF' TH:::. ·rrnJKYUS 

OFT IGE J F PUBLIC AF? AI RS 
Wec.lnesdny , 28 Augu st. 1<)63 

the Okinawn. ~ - ~:ews Article 

:n conn~ct.io n ... ,ith t.n(~ "r-Iidori Mnru d is<'.st. e r, 11 10 i0~SHI Gakyo, n 19-

year old s i.u~vivor- o f :}us!1ikawa-Son in Kume jima , comment ed on the ni;u•i ne 

d i.s ;,,,st er r,~por-t submitted t o the G"RI r-frn •itime Section by Captain NIS HI-

KA,JIKU [tnd ~x pre ss ed doubt noottt. t:-1e st.atemen!:, of th6 cnrt.nin ~.h c.1. t. he 

h<'..d engo.geri positively in t.h e rcncue work. 

said that "'OKSSHI r s statement b cont rary to fnct. 1'he captnin maintained 

-t-.hat. he ordered the d ispa.t cn of an SOS and l-u; he lpe·l r ow !\ h~nt which 

took ll. p.-".ssenger1; to Chiib ishi islet . He SE"!.id t.hri.t he him:df had 

ord~red n crew membe r and TOKE3HI to r eport t h e disaste r. He al!:!o 

contended thr~t not a singl •~ len..f was seen on the sen., a l t hough 'i'OKESHI 

mnintn.ined that d rifting persons we re ·seen. 
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FERRY DEATH TOLL RISES 

OKINAWA MORNING STAR 
Monday, 19 August 1963 

GRI POLICE REPORT 116 STILL 
MISSrnG IN BOAT DISASTER 

The known denth toll in the disastrous sinking of the ferry boat. 

Midorl-nunu rose to D yesterday and little hope r emnined for 116 pas

sengers who were still unaccounted for lnt.e last night• 

A count of lntest figures relen.sed by the GRI Police department 

listed 142 rescued, nlive n.nd safe , 13 known dead, nnd 116 missing. 
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A GRI police spokesman s nid the ship wns carrying a total of 271 

persons, 194 passengers listed on the ship's m.n.nifest, 62 persons unlisted, 

nnd 15 crewnembers. 'I'he number of unlisted pnssengers was arrived at 

through relatives who knew their families were on bonrd, 43 persons who 

were rescued but whose nrune9 did not appear on the 5hip1s manifest, nnd 

other similar methods. 

The search for survivors wns continued yesterday ns 10 helicopters 

from the combined military rescue services nnd countless Ryukyuan surfnce 

vessels scoured the nrea. The copters flew 10 nbrenst less than 100 feet 

a.part and 300 .feet nbove the water back and forth over the search aren. 

These methods resulted in the rescue of two more persons early yesterony. 

The !Search was called off nt 6:JO p.m. yesteroay nnd was to resume 

early this morning. 

Col. Robert. P. Ash, conmander of the 33rd air reBcue squndron, ~mid 

yestel"iay thnt the army, ml\rlne, navy and air force personnel who pnrtic

e.ted in the eearch Saturday nnd 3undny "showed nn outstanding degree of 



professionnlism while conducting the operation under the most miseroble . 
s earch cond.Hions which could exist." 

Divers locnted the aunken vessel yesterday afternoon but due to strong 

currents were not able to cnrcy out a search of the ship. 

Although the ferry went down nlmost within sight of Okinnwn, no word 

wns received here until more than four hourn nfter the ship sank. First 

news of the disaster was carried here by the cnptn.in and two crewmen 

who hnd been picked up and brought into N11.hn port aboard n small fishing 

vessel. 

The first rescue mission wn.s made by the J31u Air Rescue Sq. nt 

Nnha AB which coordinated the mnssive rescue operation throughout Saturday 

and yesterday. Mnj. Henry S. Wnllendor.f, who directed the rescue operation 

at Nnha AB, proised the "excellent response from the service3n which he 

said was responsible for the amazingly high survivn.l rate. 

He snid the disaster aren had been 1tsntumted II with aircraft through

out the operation. 

While military aircraft picked ~P survivors, countless Ryukyuan 

fishing vessels conti.nued to bring in other survivors to Nnhn nnd Tomnri 

porte where military and OkiMwa nmbulance9 . wnited to take them to local 

hospitals. Some 10,000 persons gnthered at the JX>rt to witness the dronmtic 

rescue operation. 

Although survivors brought in by he3t~ pter looked in fair shripe , 

those rescued by ship showed the effects of their long ordeal in the 

rough seas. Mn.ny were curried off rescue ships, while others were ha lf ... 

carried and stumbled their way to shore mrl waiting m~dical treatment. 

Rescue boats continued -to arrive at the ports throughout Satu:rony Bight 



into the enrly morning hours yesterday. 

U.S. Civil Administrotor Shnnnon McCune , who stood vigil throughout 

the night nt Tomnri port, called the success of the rescue opero.tion 

11runrtzing." 

High Commissioner Carn.way yesterday congrotu.h"\ted the 1tinnny Americans 

nnd Ryukyun.ns who worked for long hours under difficult cir'Cumstnnces to 

res cue the pnssengers. 11 

He called it nthe ln rgost., most successful rescue operation in the 

Ryukyu islands since the .mr. 11 

Carnwny ln.u<le<i the U.S. n.ir crews, doctors and nurses, Ryukyun.n and 

military policemen and othe~ who aided the operntion. 

He nlso offered his deepest sympnthy to surviving relnt.ives and 

fri ends of those who were lost. 



OKINAWA PRESS 'I'Rti.t.i.SI.J\.TION 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC· i.FFAIHS 

United St.at.es Civil Ad.minist.rnt.ior. of the Ryukyu Islands 
MondE1.y, 19 August 1963 

The Ryukyu Shhmo - Edi.t.oril'J. 

L"ST US FFIBVENT Tf-f~ ~ffiTITION OF THE SEA DISASTI-:R 

The sinking of the Midori-Mnru, regulnr pnss,=mger-cr1rgo liner 
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betwee n Nnhn_ nnd. Kun~jimn, hus beccme the grente!::lt. sea disaster unpn.r-

r:lleled in recent t.ir::8 s, in the number of victims, the dend f.':nd the 

m:i.ssing. The rescue opern.tion is going on with the concerted effort 

of the rnilitnry, t.he- Ryukyunn Govemr:~ent, and the public ln general, 

nnd we plnce expectation on the strenuous effort of the rescue squad 

for keeping to the minimum the number of the <lend nnd the missing, nnd 

~ope for speedy ad.ministering of ti.id to the r8scued. 

In order to cope with the _shi.r,Mreck of the }1idori-l:1aru, · the govern

ment. on the 18th held_ an emergency meeting of its depnrtment. directors 

and decided t.o invoke the Marine Disnst.er Rescue _ Law, t he Disn.ste r 

Relief Law, nnd the Police Duty Execution Law, to intensify the rescue 

- nn<l relief activities. The government took prompt count.~mnensures, but 

equnlly pr-::mpt · wns the stn.rt of 1,escue work nft.e::r receipt of word of 

t.he disaster. 

The first report of the disant.or renched t.he Tmari Maritime 

Police · Detnchment four hours after the incident took place. The govern

ment imrr~diately set up headquarters -for the rescue of the shipwreck 

victinw, mobilized the police force, ordered nll vesr;els nt anchor to 

go to the :rescue, nrd requested the U.S. force!J t.o help in the rescue 

. thus kaepin_g the number of victims to a minimun. Yet, no matter 
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how perfect the :rescu,:i opemtion might have beep, the f ,'1ct. t.hnt. t he 

disaster clair:iP-d many li.ves r,n_d many pe rsons nre st.ill mis~ing is beyond 

retrievn.l. It.. mnkes us fe e l reg rettaHe when thinking thnt. j_f t.h e ship 

hl'.d not sunk and the · news of the distre s s hnd been relnyed without loss 

of ti ne , there might. have been no need t.o prod uce so m.nny victims. 

Tne cause of t he disa:Jt.c !' mny be clnrifie.d wi t h the investigd .ion, 

but. the shipwreck of the Hidori-Mnru mn.de the Okinnwan peopl13 keenly 

awnre of the import:1.nce of :3D.fe nnvig[l_ti 8 1 . It is hoped that the Gf.U 

Constr,1ction and Transport.at.ion De partme nt. , Police Department , s hipping 

con1p --~nie s , nnd s hippiP-g s e rvice_ utilizers -will learn u l e !.m on from t he 

tragic · sinking of the Midpri-Mnru. 



D IYEtlS LOC ft '1'E FEl-1R Y 
116 STILL MISSING 

PACIFIC S'i' f.JlS JI.MD S'r'HIPES 
ruP-~dny, 20 August 1963 

SYS Ok:tnn.wt\. 8ur em1 

NAHA, Okinl'.Wl\--Thc combined mi~tr,,. ry and civilian f.l.i!'-sea senrch 

cont.inued Mondny in hope s of finding some of the r eported 116 person$ 

~till missing in the sinkir:g S!".turdf.\y of n.n· 0kinnwnn ferrybo--:i.t.. 

A~, lenst 17 nre known <lend nnd 142 were r eported rescued ns of 

en rly· Mondny ~fternoon in the sinking of the 320-ton ferrybot'.t Midorl 

!'~nru. The ship cttpsized in honvy s e(l.S s~turdn.y wHh 271 persons nbonro. 

Four A.rne~ie<."\n~ troveling on the ship were nmong those rescued Satur

day night ns miUt.11..ry rescue services ll.nd Ryukyunn ships combed thA nreA 

for ffi.lrvivors. 

C'r0ve~wnt-..of- t he Ryukyus police divers locnt. ed . the ship in 150 feet 

of water Sunday afternoon n.bout 2½ miles southwest of Snnd Island,_ 18 

miles west. of Nnhn -Porl~ Strong currents preventc--d the divers from 

entering tho wreckage to recover those believed· trnpped below decks. 

The ship S<'trtk in "five to seven minutes," ncco~iing _ to survivo~. 

G I Welf{\re Depa t'tment spokemnen said .11 9Urvivors and three bod.ie~ 

will be shipped t.o Kumejimn .nbonro the ferryboat · Wak~.ba. l•fnru. 

Ode! Executive $e:i,saku Ota Sundny· ooid thnt under the Mc.'\ritime 

Relief Act he GRI· will. pny for all ~neenger expenseo including trent

ment, lodglng ax,d other misc.ell .neouo itans incurred in the tragedy. 
. . "' ~ 

Welfare officials enid the~ were still about u.30 per~ns still 

ns opposed to 65 in Naha Hospital Sundar morning. 
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The f err:_'{bor_t., wh i ch r eportedly hn.d n. qnpn.city o.f '-CJ7 persons snnk 

a lmost v..-1.t.hin s i ght. of Okinawa. But, t he mishnp was not discovered for 

s0me f our hours nf ter the ship st\nk. A smnll fishing bo~t picked up n 

pa ssenger nnd n crew mPmber from Snnd Island nnd brcugJ1t. them to f\.'nh[I. 

wh e r e the dnking finn l l y was reported. 

Hundreds of Ryukyunns continued their vigil nt Tomnd Port Monday 

:\S the f everish ncti vity of recove ry operations c6nt inued in t.he worst 

m:1rit ime a ccident. in Okinnwn since World Wnr II. 

-Milit nry nircrn.ft from all Armed Services on Okinnwn took pnrt in 

t he rescue opemt.ions for n.bout five hours Sat.u:rdny night :1nd throug.'1-iout 

Sundny ,"..nd . will, according to a military spokernw.n, "continue until t here 

iz absolut ely no need for us. 11 

!-iel icopters flying 300 feet nbove t he wnter nnd frari 75 to 100 yards 

apart combed the nren. wher-3 th~ ship went dm,m. The copters picked up 

two more survivors with this senrch pattern early Sunday morning, according 

to Col. Robert P. Ash, conlf1'l8.nder of the 33d Air Rescue Sq. nt ~!nhn AB, 

,mich is cooroin.1.t.lng both a ir and operations. 

1rwe didn't let so much as n_ sm.'\ll handba g get by us duri ng the 

sen rch ope~at iono," Ash said Mond!\y'. 

At leMt .38 persons. ·were picked up by helicopters Snt urdny night 

nnd flown to Nnha AB for treatment nrd t,ronsfer to Ryukyu!\n hospit.nla. 

Conflicting reporto of the number of personn nbot, rd appnrently were 

caused when 50 or oO persons bonrded the ship just before it sailed fron· 

Nnh8 F<Srt. for Kumejimn without being put on t he m.'\nifest. 

or t he known survivor$, 4J perso_na were rescued nnd 5 bodies recovered · 

of persons whoee names were not on t he ~nif est. 

Sunabe Shippin.g · Co. ofticial a snid Monday that the discrepancies in . . . 

; 



the number of saved, dend _n.nd missing could be cau~Jed by misrending of 

t.he ship's rnn.~ifest, ns ,1011 ns the f~ct t.hnt. "some reocued pnssengers 

went. di re ctly t.o their homes with out bP.ing rep<Yrl:,ed ns be ing nccounted foro 11 

Of t.he 15 crow members nbon.rd, 14 hnve b een nccount.ed fo:ro 

According to Ash, most. of the bodie !! recove red were those of adults, 

although some children were among the ]3 known dead. 

The search site is only five minutes by nir from f nha AB. i\sh said 

t.hn. t. efforts n0w would emit er nrounct t.wo HU-16 nmphi.binn n i.rcrn.ft which 

Mondny will r eport to the 33d 'qescue I s Control Cent.er nny possible sur

vivors or bodies 8 Helicopters then will be disp;.,.t.ched to t.he scene. 

Forty-two oorlies w0re flown by helicopt e rs, HU-16s c1nd Anny L-20 aircraft 

Sundny. 

Mnj. Henry F. Wnllendorf, assigned to the 33d Air Rescue Sq -nnd 

mission controller ,for ·the rescue operntion, snid Sun<lny that it was 

unfortunntP, tlmt word of the dis•nster en.me ns lnte ~s it did. 

'"lie nre nlwn.ys rendy," snid Wn. llendo!':f. "An initinl r e port r eached 

us nbout 5 p.m.- Sn.tu!'dc'\y thnt n bont hnd possibly turned over out of Nnhn. 

We cnlled everyone possible to try nnd find the posit.ion. 

"The Air Defense Control Center (ADCC) nt. Naha AB finnlly wns able 

to confirm that n b0-'.-1.t hnd sunk, but they did not know the exact location. 

110ne crews here f;isJ were iirunedfotely 11lerted nnd fn about 5 to 10 

minutes were sent out," he snid. "But it. wns not unt.il 7:10 p.m. 5nturdny 

night, when ·one of the chopper pilots finnily spotted t. he disaster nren 

where the ship rinnk. 

"He rn.dioed ba.ck thnt.· there wna much debris nnd many survivot'3 in 

the nrea," said Wnllendo~f. ·n_ay that. time, we knew we only had about n 

~nlf hour of daylight. ~• W~llendorf tmid it WAS "lUT',adng" thnt it hnppened 



"It. wrt~ fnnt.nst.it:' with nll t.ho~;e people in thP- Wf\t.er , and 

yet nobody kn~w ·,".bout it ." 



OKINAWA MORN ING STAR 
Wednesdciy, 1 Jnnuary 1961+ 

MIDORI-MARU, TOP LOCAL STORY OF 1963 

It wns an unnensonably cool Snturdny afternoon in Au?"ust. Many 

Arriericc1ns were nt t.he _Okimwa Yacht club viewing nnd participating 

in the -club's annunl wnter regatta and pnrt.icipnting in wat er safety 

week • . Others were at beaches, clubs or movies. 

To the Ryukyuan community it was nlso a typicnl summer's afternoon. 

No specin.l events were t_nking pln.ce and the -usual · cormnunity bustle was 

rolling 6.t. a slow quasi-holiday pace. 
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During that long afternoon no one realized thnt less than 18 miles 

away over several hundred people were fighting for their -lives. A heli

copter, tromp ateruner, fishing bont--even a row boat.--happ~ning by the 

right time might have saved 112 lives and spt\red 150 men, women · and 

children nn agonizing ordeal they'll never forget. 

The 256 J)c.~ssengers and crewmen hnd bonroed the Midori-Maru ferry 

at Nnhn port at 11:30 a.m~, Aug. 17 • . Most were in a holiday mood, looking 

forwnrd to the brief ocenn voyage to tiny Kume-Jima islnnd, _50 miles west 

of Mnha. While n·ot n lorig trip, it lent, opportunity for several hours - . 

of open-deck sunshine a nd fresh ~ea.d.r or relaxation in the ship•~ lo~nge. 

As it. turned out, the difference between on-deck sunshine and below~ 

deck lounge l eisure wns thnt .of life or deat h. 

At exactly- ·12: 05 'P•m•, ae the 300 ton _ convert,ed Ja panese tatrol 

~nt plo~d through heavy s _en,,s ~e ·r Sand Island·, it was struck bro'adsides 

-'. by a serie. of to~ring-.-..,nd ·af( yet unexpln~d-~~ves •. 

hel\vily _laden. vessel -~~ed _ rloantly n~t)d 



en psi zed, spilling both its ohri.eking humnn pc.'\ssenger!l and mute cnrgo 

into the sen. 
Accounts of what actunlly hnppened abonrd the 9t,ricken vessel during 

its finnl sP-conds nre controve rsial. 

c~pt.ain Shiro Nishiknjiku clnims he im.rnedi[\tely sounded nn emergt:ncy 

~lnm ordering 11 nbnndon ship" nrter whkh, he lnt.er _r c ll.\ted, he sn~pped 

inst.ructions to rt\dioman-pt1r9er Seitoku Itomi to fire nn SO_S. It.o~m 

cll'.ims he sent:. the messngeo nnd then lenped t.o safety. 

Pnssenge!'S, however, charged that Itosu wo.s not. nt his stntion when 

the wnves hit. nnd no mdio f3tntions ever r eported hen.ring the alleged mes
/ 

anges, In addition, some st\id t.hnt the Cnpt.nin did not order nn nbMdon-

ship but merely jumped overboard together with the persons he wM regpon-

. sible for. 

When the vessel tipped, confusion reigned. Mothers screruned for 

their children, f'1.thero hysterically tried to locnte +.heir families. For 

several minutes all fought for· some menns to koep their heruis n.bove t.he 

pitching, angry sens. Some did. Othel"S didn't. · 

The o-rdeal had just begun, but tho~e bobbing helplessly in the 'W?".t.,er 

luckily did not know tht\t. If they did they mlght not have had the courage 

to face the ne~ five houre. 

AlthouE_lj1 the ship was travelling a known sealnne, genemllY bustling 

wit.h · traffic, their plight runnzingly renv.tined unknown to the rest · of the 

world for fiva hours. 

A lond of telephone poles stacked on the ship's deck undoubtedly 

snv.ed scores of lives, giving· the victims something to cling to. The 

lo gs ..,.,,... cheoiiclilly ·_coated and, nit.er · becoming_ wet, tu med into glossy 

,,11ve"' or ice, forcing survivore tn constantly fight to mnintain their 
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grips. Aft.er being rescued many persons were t rented for n nn nnd chest 

bruises ns the result of their bnt.tle t.o hnng onto the poles. 

Some of the survivors recalled helplessly giving into the urge just 

to close their eyes nnrt slip under _the sen, only to be suppo~ted--physi

cnlly_ nnd morally--by the stronger ones. Some fnthers cn.rriec,i members 

of their fl'Jnilies through the entire nfternoon and complete st.rongers 

came to the nid of one rmother. All individul'l-1 nets of heroism will 

never be known. 

h group of survivors, including Cnpt.nin Niahiknjiku, managed to swim 

to nenrby sand islnnd, n small uninhabited clwnp of lnnd. Strong currents 

prevented the mnjority of victims from· attempting the swim, a lthough 

many probably did, only to lose their lives in the· try. 

· Agnin, Captain Nishikajiku1s conduct came under subsequent critici~m 

when surviv~rs with· him on the island charged he made no nttempt to rescue 

those still foundering. Nisbikajiku denied the charge, saying he wns 

physically mvaged nnd in no p:,sitio_n to help anyone. 

Shortly after 4:30 p.m., a fishing bont hnppened upon the scene nnd 

several weakened survivors were yanked from the waters. wcking a. rodio, 

the Slllt1.ll boat mnde for Nnha port at full speed, giving the out.side world 

first news of the . di9aster. 

Wit}:lin minute5 the temp, of the island quickened to cope with the 

emergency. Ryukyunn police and fire units accompanied by .their u.s • 

. military counterpn.rts swanned to Tomari port, CODlm<.'lndeering · every- vessel 

in aight-•large or sm!\11--to effect what later proved to be t he greatest 

rescue opemti9n ~n post-war history· he~• 

Ae the news flashed like st~1.1q, of lightning across Okinnwn, the 

to reaet in 



iinhn air brrne, 4nmby :i.rmy air fi eld, the MD.rine Corps Air F'ncility nnd 

Kndenn swnrmed int0 t.he l'..i :r c\ccompn.nied by boats of eve ry description, 

rrmging from L.S'l'' ~ t.o special services lnuncheso 

Like n vnst nmphibious nnny, t he force descended to t.he dis.ast e r 

sit.e, followed by wave nft e r wnve of men nnd m~ehi.ne so Off-duty pilot~ 

hcnrd t.ho news on t .h r. ir home radios nnd sped t.o · t.h8ir un.its. f:very n.vnil

nbl8 helicop+.er was pre s~ed int.o· service, even some which hnct been dead

lirv~d for repnirs but. we re safely operable, · even t hough they wouJ.d not 

hnve been used on nonnal miss ions. 

Suddenly, t he rescuern found themselves confronted with 

As the sun fell, pilots were unable to see the victims nnd the rescue 

ships were in danger of battering t.he persons they hnd come to st.we ~ 

The answer cl.'.me quickly. Giant fl~res were droppe.d from the nir

cmft, tuming night into dny and enctbling the opemtion to proceed. 
. . 

Hnrried pilots were forced to wt'.tch for ncti!ns with one eye ·and keep 

wtJ.ry tnbs on other nircroft with the other to avoid the constant dnnger 

of mid-air collision. Despite the scores of aircroft, not one inc.ident 

In the me~ntime, t he word hnd spread throughout, 0kiTI<-1.wa•s cities -n.nd 

village9. Families nnd fri~nds of persons aboard the i 11-fated ship. 

crowded into flood-lit To~ri port, joining the hlrrlreds of ·rescue . workers 

nnd curiou_tt•byetnnders nlready t here. 

Some swept by nenr,..hyaterin, fell eMy pray to pickpockets who were 

ap~rently um.ov~ by the tmgedy. 

Every ambulance in Nahl\ and scoree o t Okinawan nnd U .s. mill tnry 

small wrt area. 



confusion t.he first boat. load of survivors nrrived. 'T'he crowd stilled 

mon1enta:rily ns they nn.xiously sought a frunilinr fnce · runong the bhnketed 

figures wt\lking nnd b eing cn:r:ried off the shi_!" and rushed to hospitn.ls · 

where n.11 nvailnble doctors nnd nurses l'.wnH.ed them. 

At "'-'nha nir bnse, the nir fo-rce quickly genred for the emergency nnd 

set up messhall and dispensnry uid stntions to care for t.h~ st:renm of 

sur-vi vors coming in by nir. 

For hours, long into the night, the herculenn effort. continued until 

U4 persons hru:l been snntched to sl:1.fety. Fi.nally, no more rescue ships 

pulled in, n.nd those st.nnciing nnxious vigil reluc t antly. depr".\rted, · clin.ging 
. -

to the sliver of hope that their loved ones hnd come in nt n.nother dock 

or were airlifted to snfety. 

Hospitals· nnrl police were flooded with cnlls. The existing con

fuston was compounded ·by t he fnct thnt some of the passengers hnd not 

been listed on t.he . ship's manifest. Shipping offici,als claimed they we re 

lnte nrrivnls; others alleged t.hn.t it wns standnrd prn.ct.ice t ·o delete n 

perc8ntnge of pnesengers from manifests to bent government tnxes. 'l'he 

matter is still under investigation. 

When the final -lists were compiled-~nnd this was not for severol days-

they showed 144 persons hnd been · snved arrl 112 men, women and chil:_d ren 

lost their. lives. To this dnr, . 26 of them are still unnc~unted for. 

Sundny, the rescue effort continued,but workers were faced with n 

grimmer t.ask. It waa obvious thnt those . missing could not hnve survived 

n day arrl n night in_ the sen. Subsequent operat.ions t~agically proved 

this nsaumption ·correct. 

For three daytJ _- the search_ for bodies continued with B\lrfnce, air, 

and urde~ea Ryuqu.an and militn17 divel'"fJ pnrt;,icioot,1n$ urttil it became 



obvious th!\t further · efforts would be in vaino 

'T'he di,,ers described ,scores of vict.:bns tropped by rushi.ng wnt. e r 

a nd gmvity in t.he s econd deck ship's lounge. '!'heir descriptions per

mit.t.ed recons+.ruct.ion of the tmgic scene thnt. occurred n s t he p,:lssen

gere fr-c'.ntically t ried to jnr bolt.0d portholes n.nd blocked pc.".ssn.gewny~ 

to escape t. he nightmare of water. 

Five lunericnns on bon1'i--four of wh~n were ~ir force men ~nroute t o 

their Kume-Ji..'Jl!l mdnr site-•-we re sav8d. The tiny island, on which most 

of the victims lived, f ell: -int.~n-·pit of mourning. Almost everyon.e hl'.\d 

lost n r eln.tive or friend. 

i\s the scope of the tmgedy emerged, it triggered n. grent, but 

pre<licta.ble, public clamor for punishment of those responsible. 

Why wnsn 1t snfet.y equiµnent avniln.ble? Wns the rndio operator at 

his post.'? Why weren't many passengers listed on the manifest? Was t he 

vessel overlo.:.~ded? 

Th~ Ryukyu.an police nnd the Governnwnt I s K'\ritime Safety Agency 

launched t wo s epamte probes to nnswer these quest.ions. Over 200 wit

nesses, safety experts nnd shipping officinls were celled to testify. 

When the investigations ended,· Captain• Nishikajiku, ·radiomn.n-purser Itosu 

nnd navigator Sho Shi.m were arrest.ed in enrly November on charges ranging 

from negiigent ·homicide to violation of the rodio-wave control lnw. They 

are scheduled to be triad early this year. 

Owners of the ferry, the Sunnbe ~hipping company, !ltnt.ed thnt they 

were financially unnbl.e to meet the. __ cln~Q of the surviors aro negotinUons 

between the tWC? nre st111 continuing. Locnl R~n and American organ

icnt.ionff--_civic, co.n111ercial and private--11.\unched welfare drives .. 'to .mise 

.f'uode their familie~, were 



In one cnse, a Kume-Ji.ma fr.i.rm c r who hP.d lost hi~ daughter r eturned 

nll but, 50 cents t.o the GiU c1.ge·ncy . distributing the funds. 

"The money cnnnot . bring bn.ck my drn.:ght.er," he explnii:ied simply. 

11 'J'h ,~ re are others who need it more thnn I do. Give it to them. n 

He kept 50 cents, he ~mid, so ns "not to hurt t.h0 f '3elings of t he 

kind persons" who d -::>nnted the funds • . 

As with most grer.tt. t.rngedies, immediate· reforms_ were denmnded by 

the public and quickly effected· by the politicians ·. New laws regarding 

passenger mnnifests, snfety regulntions, cargo disposition r1n....i even cbm

pulsory insurnnce regulations for shipping finns n re now on t.he books. 

For the tin1e being, nt. lenst., Okinnwn's shipping companies nre 

f ollowing t.hc letter of the law--both old c1nd n ew law. 

But it took the ihnnber One news story on Okinl'.WP. of 1963 to do it .• 

. \ rd t he loss of 112 lives~ 

. , , 



FROM: 33AHSSCl.ESQ NII.HA AB OKINAWA 

TO : AR3 ORLANDO AFB FLORIDA 

I NFO: PAC AR.ESCUE GEN HICKAM AFB HA~AII 

¥LATS MCP SCOTT AFB ILLINOIS 

HQ USAF AFXOPGF WASH 25 D,C. 

, 1AHA ADCC OKINAWA ( COURIER) 

UNCLAS 33AR0-17-H-l. 

FOR ARSCP. · RCS: 1-~-Fl, OPENHG REPORT. MISSION 33-153-17 AlG 63. 

ADCC. RECOVERY. CAPSIZED FERRY BOAT. RBPORTED TO EE 209 PERSONS 

ABOARD, RYUKYUAN INTER-ISLAND P,.--uflliY BOAT, 11MIDCRI-MARU 11 • SURVIVAL 

EQUIPMENT UNKNOWN. BE'f'WE:EN KT..ME-JIMA AND NAHA PORT. CCORDINATES: 
. I . 

2620N 12740E, ADCC NOTIFIED 33ARSQ 17/17451, APPROXIMATELY 209 PERSONS 

INVOLVED. WEATHER IN A.R&A: 2000 BROKEN, 3000 SCAT'IE.f€D, WINDS sourH 

AT 15 KNOI'S, VISIBILITY, 10 MIIES. INITIAL ARS ACTION: HU-16B NH 51-0071 

AIRBORNE FOR MISSION 17 /1805L. Fl!I'URE PLANS: SEVEN HELICOP'IERS PRSSEtITLY 

ON SCE?,..1E, EIGHT TO BE KEPT ON SCENE THROOCHOITT 'TI-m NIGHT. ONE .HU-16 TO 

HElJJJN AS ON-SCENF; COMMANDER. 'NO HU-161 S TO BE l!l'ILI?ED FCR FLARE 

DROPS. · ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: SURVIVORS A.RE PRESE~1I'LY BEING PICKED 

UP BY AU AVAILABIE FACILITIES S_UCH AS AIR FORCE, ARMY, NAVY, AND ¥.JlRIN& 

HELICOP'IERS, NAVY AND ARMY TOOS, AND OTHER COMMERCIAL BOATS.- SURVIVORS 

ARE PRESENTLY IEING _TAKEN TO VARIOW POINTS OF SAFE HAVEN UNTIL AT 

SUCH A TIME ~~ '!HEY CAN . ALL BE TRANSPORTED TO OKINAWA. JJARS/3 HU16/ 

2 HH19/MARINg 3 H21/51ABGP 2 ID0.9/NU}UER-OF BOATS ESTIMA'fflD AT SIX 

17 AlO 63 



QKH:AWA ?T?.SSS 1'R.A1·rSLA.TION 
UNITf~D S'l'A'tSS CIVIL ADHIHISTRATION OF 'i'HE ~YUKYU ISLI\NDS 

O?FICE OF' PUBLIC AFFAP.S 
Monday, 19 t~ 1gust 1963 

'l'he Okinnwtt Times - News Article 

U.S. MILI'I'tL~y ? LAYS AC:Tvf ROIB IN :"r~S CIJE OMftA'J'ION 

The U .s. mili tnr,t played rt big role in the rescue work of the 
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Miclo ri Mn~ pt1.ssenge rs. In rnrtlculnr, the 33ro Air ~eBcue Squadron of Taha 

Air Base displayed it,s mobile power nnd profes sional activity. The smooth 

ac t ivities of both tho ~yukyu.an and American rescue groups J ed . to the 

successful rescue oper;:i_tlon of many victiri1s despite the big disnst.er. 

As·ked about the renc\ie activity, Lt.. Col., "R.obe rt ?. ASH, comma nder 

· of t he Air Bn.se Re9cue Squndron , was quoted as saying ~ "Word was received 

from- USCA 'i Public Snfety De1=x-1.rt.ment a round 5: 30 p.m., 17 August that. n 

.sr1v1ll vessel ~ecmed to have en psi.zed f.l.t the -offing of a sandy islet , .:-i.nd 

res cue work wns requE/sted soon after. After confinning the disnster, 

t.he Army, Nnvy , Air· Force, and l.fr\rine s -were contl~cted and 13 helicopters 

n:nd three planes we l"0 sent out. The militlH.,...f will continue ;d th tha senrch 

on the 19th. 

''!hero is a -possibility additional survivors will be found. It may 

di ffer according to i _ndividunls, but one may surv.i,.ve for a _ w..eek in t he 

!lea · under the present condition of the waters." 'i"he squrldron rescued 

46 persons, hfO or whom died. 



C'Kl W .. :-JA Pl?SS:3 TR/,ls.1SLf,mJC'f 
CFF'IG~ Of PUSLI C J\FF' .I ·1.s 

United St0..t.~J:J C::.vil .',drrin. L,t.rc'lt. i.-:.n r,f the Ryukyu L~L nds 
F' ricln.:,r , 23 A ' gust 1963 

On the afternoon of 17 Au ~1st. , lo i_td '.3f,¥U.!.~e rs in the Officers Club, 

+.he r.icc Club , i:.nrl. t he Enli;:; t ed r-~cn ' s Club of t1c.ho. Air B.[t~;e ei .ult.nneous ly 

blurted out , . 11 i !c w, he nr this . Now, he2.r thisl Al l members of the 33 .t\"1 

Air Resc ue Squndron, report to your duty statiom; i mmediately. This is 

· an mr.e r gency ordere II Hearing t.his eme r genc}r order, all sq und •:m ~nmnbers 

s t trrnd i nto f'.ct-.ion . Th['.nks t o t.he ir qui ck ac t i on , tha Midori-Ma r .1 dis -

due t. o the thorou, h-going hu:rr.r.ni:::rn of the Ame r icn:n fo rces wh ich order~; 

t he di spr:1:. ch o f a pl nne , even c.t r umo!'!:3 of ·dan ge r of humr.n life . 

'T'he An ny , ,favy , Air Force·, ~nd the Marines t ook p:nt n:. one bo.iy i n 

the rP-s cue opert1t.i.on of the . vict. :iJns . o f t he Midorj_4•hru di s ,:.ste r . 't'he 

first ::ew~ of t he ji~'\ster r 0ached t he Ai r De fense Cont r ol Center ( ADCC) 

c " f\1n:ir.:. Air &'1.se t h r ough US/ ~lYIS Head qunrter~ and wa s subssqu~~nt ly 

r eported to the P.nti r e U.S • . forccn . I t wc:s thus -t:.~w. t h_e licopt.e:rs ['.nd 

.:unphibi nn ple.nc s of the Am 1y ~ ; avy , idr · F r ce , ~n<i the Nn:-- i n s bcgn 

their re cue oper,-:i .icmo , but the most: spect !lculnr rescue op-~r -'\t i on wns 

performed bJ the 33 rd Ai r Re-scuC! Squ;v,lron ( C . mn·1ding f fice r , Lt . Ce,1 . 

Rob •r. P. ASH) 

The first nows of t,he disaster re ched the Re 1e Control Cent.er 
' . 

(RCC) from th ADCC nt 5: 45 p .m., imd Lt . ·col /\SH , rlho Wl\$ in wLite 

be~ch ro se r s , r h d in 0 t he c _ .. nde 15 offi 0 D 6 wns . 'I'he 



'J'h -s 33rd Air nc:.-;c ,_!e Squadron consists of i;cv,?. n .! LT- 1[ L\ r e.~- r.~ i.zcd 

"'!:,ph..:..b iw1 nirc r r>..f t ,:-, ·1 t.wo EU- 11 he l i. c oF+c rs , 0.:-v: ~1as 1 /-+0 n.c :-:. One 

pi ck8d up survivors wit hooks ,w::l life be lt.s . J-': c., · c thnn 200 fl!'.'..rc 

bombs we:i..~c r op1 d , nr.d .:1, }11:~1 .:.ccptcr had to fly b.c1.ck ltnd for+-.!1 to .:m d 

fran ~!nho. Air Bn.se eig.11t tlmes to supply th e fl~re bombs. It is reported 

t.hnt the Air Rescue Squ~Jron nlone -used 15 pl cJ1es for the resc J.8 operntion. 

Thnt. night, officers, NCOs nnd 3crv.icemen ntc snndwiche s and slept 

with th eir clothes on at hen.dquo.rters, stretched out on benches& The 

Midori-Mnru ·disaster turned . out to be a se_rious one which r·equired nn 

uncommon activity of the squPnron. Lt. Col. Ash , who is u mnn of few . 

. word s , ex:pre nsed r egret over the loss of s o many liveq and went on to 

say,_-" he rescue sque.dron hns- the mi ssion of s n.v ing humnn live a , Dnd the 

pilots undergo rigid t,rnining DO l\8 to withst.nnd MY danger. 11 He furthe r 

notedA.hat , insofar as hllllr.n lives n.re concern d , it is ·not futil~ to send 

on tha basis of n mero rumor, 

2 



UNSUNG MIDDLEM1J-J AID GIAN'l' RESCUE 

By Capt. Sam Slade 
2152nd Infonnation Office 

OPERATION OUTPOST 
Nnha Air Base 

Friday, 23 Augtwt. 1963 

As they began a rout in shift in t he No.ha contI"Jl towe r last Sat uivJay, 

little did TSgt. Har-old L. Brooks and A2C Edw~rd Ro Fishburne of the 2152nd 

(',omm Sq realize that Okinnwa ' s largest po s twar maritime dis.wt.er had taken 

place some four hours earlier. 

Unknmm to all but those aboard the ill-fated vensel , the Midori-Maru 

had capsized with all 261 personn aboardc Three days late r t he toll WOtLld 

be 143 rescued and 118 dead or presumed dead. 

At 4:30 , the Air Defense· Control Cente r asked the tower to check out 

a report thnt a ship had capsized between Na.ha and Ki.nne Ji.ma. Sgt. Brooks 

cal.led a Navy C-lA which was about to land and asked the pilot to look for 

the shipo 

The Navy pilot located thB sunken ship and survivorn only eight miles 

northwest of the fit1ld at 6: 56. The tower relayed the report to the A.DCC 

and wheels were set in motion for the largest air-sea rescue operation in 

Okinawa's postwar history. Within 30 minutes, he licopters were returning 

with the first survivors. 

Brooks and Fishburne helped· solve some of the problems which would 

have prevented rescuers from gett ing maximum use of the few remaining minutes 

of daylight, Realizing that 17 aircraft and helicopte_:r-3 were ',l()rking in a 

small area and were using different radio frequencies, Fishburne perfonned 

coo1':lination which got ill the aircraft switched to the rescue control 



I frequency so they could be effectively directed by the on-the-scene commander. 

Ai:nnan Fishburne also requeDt.ed fuel nnd oil trucks to proceed to bnse 

operations well before the first helioopter<J returned., thus reducing their 

ground time to a minimum. Heanwhile, Sgt . Brooks had hin hands full ln.unching 

o.nd recovering over 55 flighto, including assistance to two helicopte rs 

returning with airborne emergencies. 

As dnrknnss descended, the tower operators had Okinawa Approach Control 

block off all airspace surrounding the scene to an altitude of 4,500 f eet 

so that flares could b e dropped safely. 'l'his wan necessary because parts 

of both the Nnha and Kadena tmf fie patterns extend into t.hc reucue aN a4 

Brooks and Fishburne worked on into the night, launching and recovering 

a ircraft and relaying infonna.tion between aircraft and relaying information 

betw-een aircraft, the ADCC, rescue control center and base operat ionso J t 

9 : 30, they overheard a Marine ~nd Air Force helicopter that ho.cl located a 

body but were unable to recover it. 

Know-1.ng thut. Army· ships on the ncene were rQ.dio-equipped, Fis!-lburne 

ca1J.ed the harbonnaster, l earned the radio f requ t!ncy .in use and bad Brooks 

r e lay it to the on-the-scene corruimnder who was orbiUng the area _ in nn Air 

Rescue HU-16. Then, by using the HF single s1deba.nd radio on the HU-16., 

the rescue commander was able to direct surface vessels to survivors and 

bodies · inacceooa.ble [sii} to t he heJ.icoptP-rs . 

As NJocue operations were secured for the night a t 11 p.m., Sgt. Brooks 

and Ainnan F'iohburne wearily signed off duty. They knew that . from their 

perspective :ls the only participants · wi tn compl,.3te commun.tcations cont -.ct, 

they had played a signlfica.nt· part in the gigantic rescua e.f'fort. 

2 



/ 

ARJ!Y 'CC?T'SRS Sl VE · LI'!ES 
SEA DISt1S:SR ~rrc'T'rns 
LIFTED l<'ROl~ ':lfl'"'."'ER 
DY FUCHT SECT I O : CRBWS 

RYiJr~YUA/ i-l.-r.:vr:;w 
Frid2.y , 23 hil;.:":,US .: l1;6J 

FORT BUCKNER . (.RR )--Heli :::opters fra1: t.hc lfSi'JlYIS Flight Sect.ion .::1-t 

Hnnby Air Fie ld Sn.turdr:y unswe red :1 r 8qus st.. by t.hs U.S. A.ir Force ' s Air 

Defens e ·con~ r e l Center at N"~hc.. Air Bn.~.;e f or n.s s ist.0..ncP i r e scuine ...; -...ir-

v i v o1·s of the ferry boc1t. Mid ori-rnn r t.t dL:;aster . 

'T' hc fli ght . .,ect.i on wnc cnlled nt . 6 p . m._ nnd 'dithin u.11 hour one of 

the heli copt.ers pulle d one of the first ~::;urvivc.r s , Sar:-t cin Finis E . 

Drink-wn.tcr, fran t !""lf~ sea . By '1 : 31 p .. ::; . • nll f our An ny hclico,ters from 

The Am.y he lieopt e r crews conti nued r e scue ope r v.t i o s unt i l 11 !; . rn . 

Sa+.m•ctay evening ev2.c 1.w t .in; 31 pe rs or,.'.J ~-o medicr.~l ft-. c ilities l'. , :-Tah~ Air 

been . credited wi.t.h 50 pP. r cent of: th~..! re5 cues,·11 1i:ajcr Cl<; r:: r.t. A. Wylli.e 

c; t.dcd . 

Report ::.; fr0tn t r- helicopter crows dL closed tb['.t t.he numb -r of 

bcd ie$ qoat.ing in the wat er n~;>..r su.rvivoro cnused IT''"tny to becorr.c hys t er-

iccl. nnd hrunpered the rescue oper~tion. 

11Wc loWBred rescue h _.rne "' <-es fr<YJ\ ou:r hove ring helicopters to the 

wanen and children firnt , 11• Major ·•1yllie remc.rked . "Howev c~r, bccr rse of 

he mental s~.ute of n01re survivors we hnd to take t.ir..o t c in<'..ke ·sure thnt 

th~ ;ref:icue hnrn· !JS wosn ' t wrest.led nwny f_ro.1 thr-- children nm women . " 

Rescue operntions were re$w:ned Smdny at 6 n .m. n11<l con inued for 



}, njcr Clcrncnt /\. . ·,·lyllie , T"' , .... .l,. • J 

Howard L. B:-,ncroft , Jr ., H.i chr:.1:d S ., . Murr:.r , Ti.m :; ._,hy BrownhiJ.l , ·cr.rl Do 
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low .r,?ci. h.iir.s".:!1 i 1 t.o t.he 

pc rso 1s whiJ e hrmg in ; by one n ., • r 1 :1, . s tf'...t,c o f xha.• stio , he c nt-.i t tv'ct 

t .nsis t. wi n 

Duri \ .:., nn n 

she fell b .ck 

wom .. .r I s hµ,.n abo r ~ wa 

0 



1 MINUTES I SAVED 
142 ON LOST FERRY 

RY JERRY HE:A TRR 

OKINAWA HC)f?RING STAR 
Tu,sdny, 20 August 1963 

Only minut.en saved countless prissengers from a watery grave Snturdny 

a fter .the Midori-mnru went dom1 within sight of Okinawa cnrrying 262 

persons. 

Thts is the opinion of Maj. Henry S. Wnlle ndorf of the 33d Air-Sen 

TI.es cue Sq. at Nnhn. AB, who directed the four-service air rescue operotion

the greatest air-sen rescue operation in Okinawn's post war .history. 

rrwe .started making the first pick-ups only an hour before d;trk. If 

the!'3 hnd been much more delay I'm afrnid it would have been n different 

story, 11 Wnllendorf s.a.id, telling of th0 mnssive senrch and rescue effort 

t hat Wun carried out Saturday evening 10 miles west of Nahn.. 

11It' s rem~rknble in t.he number of people who survived,'' he said. 

1."1allendo:rf Is appraisal of the rescue operation 1 s success wns even 

more impressive because of the 262 persons aboard, 143 were snved, As 

of late last nig.\.it 64 were known dead and another 55 persono were missing. 

Hope for theirosurvival is all but loot. 

Wallendorf, who has been in the nir force's a.i r--rescue service since 

1950, said it wna the great~st rescue effort he has been involved in na 

far ns the number of persons were concerned. 

The 33d Aii-Sea Rescue Sq. received the first report of the disaster 

about 4:30 p.m. Snturda.y and sent an SA.-16 Albntroas to the area t o investi

gate. The Albatross confinned the report und n call for help went out 



! 

I 
to nll services f ::rom }Jahn I s nir defense control cent.e r. 

Wnllendorf s a id the res ponse from the [\rmy, navy and mnrinc corps 

wns 11mngnificent . 11 Within minutes there we re 14 helicopte rs sen.rchj_ng 

t.he n.ren a nd picking up survivors while the 33d dire cted the terun effort. 

ttThe area was saturated," was the way Wo.llendorf explained it, n.<lding 

that "sat.umtion 11 meant that no other aircrnft coul<l operate Sl\fely in the 

aren wit!'1out grent risk of mid-n.ir collision$. 

Even with all safety preCll.utions ·the~ was !:itill a great dnnger to 

the rescue pilots--especinlly· after nightfall, Wallendorf pointed ou:t. 

He snid that with crews concentrot.ing on the s earch area below there 

was some chnnce of collision, and also more t.hnn 200 flares were dropped, 

nnd there was a danger of flaren hitting lower flying choppers. 

The rescue missions continued Saturoay until 11 p.m. and were resumed 

mid continued all day Sunday nnd Monday. 

Wallendorf said Jk.~ramedica were flo'im into Snnd island about two 

miles from where· the ship _went down., and ns chopper crews picked up sur

vivors they were lifted to the island to wait until enough had been picked 

up to make n full load back to Naha AB. 

Only those who needed immediate medical treatment were flown directly 

to the base because night was falling an<l the sem"C_hers needed all the 

daylight. they could take advantage of. 

In nll, the chopper crews brought in more tl'k~n 40 survivors nnd 

directed other rescue ships to the scene. 

Although the final death toll of the Midori-maru will probably make 

it one· of the greatest maritime tragedies in Ryukyua hiatory, there a.re 

143 persons who directly--or indirectly--owe their lives to the quick 

aetion of the unsung heroes of the u.s. military' s air-sea rescue service. 

2 
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FROM : 33ARESCIBSQ NAHh AB GKINAWA 

TO AHS CHL/li,f[) O AFB FLORIDA 

I -FO : PAC AHESCLE GSN HICKAl--:. AFB HAWAII 

1,: A 'T'S MCP SCOT'rr /-..FB HLINCIS 

HQ USAF AFX0PGF WASH 25 D.C. 

313T!i AIR DIVISION KJ\DT<: ,!h AB OKINAWA-

HQ USAHYIS FORT BU CKNSH OKIN.AWA ATTM : CHEF OF S'rAFF 

5AFCC FUCHU AS JAPAN 

UNCLAS 33AR0-1B-H-l. 

FOR ARSCP . RCS : 1-AR.S-Fl, PTICGRESS RSPOHT NLH-1B.SR ONE . MISSION NL1-ABSR 

33~153-17 Al.G 63_. 18 AGU 6J. GEN ~Il,f RADIUS OF CCOrtDINA'l'}--;S : 2617N 

1 273a.. WEATHER IN SEARCH AHEA: 100 SCATTERED, 2500 BROKE ~,J , WITH 

INTEilMIT'I'Et--."I' "800 BROKEN. VISIBI LITY: 7 MIIBS WI'IH SCAT'IEHED SHOWSRS , 

w.WD SOUI'HWEST AT 10 MPH, GUSTING TO 15 MPH. SEA CONDI TI ONS: SWEU.S 

. FROM 220 DEGREES (PRrnARY) AND 270 IJEGRT<~ES (SSCONDARY) \-JITH APPROX 2-3 

FCOT WAVES. A TOTAL OF 162 PERSONNEL HAVE EEEN RE COVER!3;D INCLUDING 

16 DECEASED. ACCURA'I'E FIGURES DIFFICULT TO OBTAIN DUE TO NlMEROUS 

AGENCIES ASSIS'l'ING IN RECOVERY A.NU REIEASING AT Nrn.!EROUS L-OCATIONS. 

AFIB A OF WRECKAGE WELL DEFI NED WITH EXTT<: TSIVE DEBRIS, · ALSO NUMSROUS 

SHARKS NOW OBSERVED IN THE AREA. C0NCENTRAIBD AIR/SmFAGE SEAR.CH 

CONTINLES. (14) HELICOPTERS AND (3) HU-16 AIRCRAFT PARTICIPATED 17 

AOO 63. ( 2) HU-16, ( 2) L-2O 1 S Ai'-ID 12 PLUS SURnc1i; i,'E (';'. :s LS. · SEARCH 

AREA CONSIDERED WELL SATURATED. NO ADDITIONM E~0I PMENT RE QUIR13D. 

FOLLOWING ACri:' IVI'P'.( .REPORTED FOR l? AOO 63. 33ARSQ (3) HU-16, FIBW 

12 SORT.IBS FOR 10 PLUS HOURS. ( 2 ) HH-19 FIEW .APPROXIMATELY 8 SORTIF-;S 

l 



33AHESCur◄;sQ NJ\H/\. AB OKINAWA 

FOH. 5 PLUS 00 HOURS. 51ST ABGP Pl10VIOJ.:D (2) - HH-19' S m. APPr10XIMi\'IELY 

6 SORTI, :s FOR 4 PLUS 55 HOURS. us i !A !Y VP-4 AND VP-5 s r~uAmWNS UTILIZ~D ,:, 

(3) lfELHYJPTI<:::RS ON ESTIMA'J'RD 12 SORT:rns . F'LYH!G 'i' Il1l~ U}fRl~PORT!~D. MAU.rnr;: 

CORPS (MAAG16 ) SQUADiWN U1'ILIZfW ( 3) HSLICOPTF.RS ON APPilOX ll SORTIES FuR 

8 PLIB 30 HOURS. US ARMY (HAMBY M F ) UTILIZED (3) HH-21 HELICOPTr-:RS ON 

. 5 SORT1].~S FOR. 6 PLUS 45 HOURS AND ( 1) UH-1 J\IHCRAFT O'-.J 2 SORTIBS FOR 

3 PLUS 40 HOUH;J. AN F.STiliATE:D 30-40 SURFACE: Vl.:SSEIS ( GOVEHt..JM1
~ IT AND 

CIVILIAN) PAR'I'ICIPATED THROUGHOUT THE NI GHT . SEARCH SWEEPS CONTDJUS 

AT P~SENT TIME. TWO AMBVLANC::.:s PROVIDED BY US Ml.MY HOSPITJ\.L AT CAMP 

KlE, TWO USAF AM ULA CSS PROVIDED BY NAHA AB HOSPITAL. 1H1H~;ROUS CiTHf:R 

t ILITAHY A~ID CIVILIAN PE RSONNEL PAr TICIPATING IN VARIOlfS SUPPORT ACTIV-~ 

I Trns . 33ARS(~ COOHDINA'f'ING ·THIS MISSION AT RSQU'..-:ST OF ADCG . ALL 

ACTIVITigs NOT YET HEPORl'ED ·wrLL BE INCLUDED IN NE~XT PROGRESS REPORT. 

PUBLIC RELA'UONS REIEAS:~S AR.:i; BSIN8 MADE BY 51ST ABGP OFFICE OF INFOflH-

ATION. SEARCH CREWS H!~PORT 9 5-93 PER CEf'IT EFFSC'l'IVSN:-~SS . 

18 ALG 1963 



JKrnP:-vJ\ PRESS 'l'qA, 'SLA.\ 'ION 
CIVIL .ADMINIST::lf,;'JON ffF l'l-fr~ i1YUK'[U ISIJtNDS 

0Fr1GJ: o F PUBLIC J.nh.rB.S 
Tue odr.y, ;20 August. l '/i/J3 

'rhc Okinc'.wa 'rims s (evoning edit ion) - News Article 

?ICK?OCKSTS ACTIVE J\T TOMA 11 PORT 

Nunerou~ v ic t i ms of pickpocke ts at Tom,1.ri port we re r ,~ porte d t.o 

t.hG poli~e yest.erclny . 'T' he pickpockets were nctiv~l y engnged i n their 

profession ami d th e confusion nt. the port which wt:w crowded with people 

ti. W2.it:i.ng t he vict imn of t.i 1,? Midori M,.1.ru to be brought in, [ ~s well ns 

:Jr2vcr .:-Ll hundred cu rious s poctnto rs. 

One of th~~ victims of t he pickpockets Wf'.. 9 Yor:-r 'i.'atsuo of fJaha City , 

who rtport ed t.hat someone had pickec hi s po cket of n wal let containing 

$113 nnd n driver's licenne. 

82 



oPER/1.TION O'Jr POST 
NAH.A AIR ,..1ASE 

Fri1 P.Y, 23 Auguot 1963 
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BAST~ DIRE CT 0~U P R,:SCUL 'TASK 

Y. inchel oe Dining Hall wa s turned i nto ~ re scue haven and bas e a ircraft 

crews d i yeoman se rvJce for t hree dnyn afte r the t r-.J..gic sinking Saturday 

of the MJ.dorl-Maru f e rry boat which claimed t he liven o f an eatimat ed ll8 

per:3ons . 

WhHc t h•~ deat h toll r.>.n high, the number of per-sans s aved in the 

great est peacetime air-3ea. rescue o peration in the histo ry o f Okinawa was 

even higher as 14.3 survivors ~re pulled from th wat r and_ brought back 

safely to Okinawa. 

Those saved included an Air Fo rce capt.tin and three airmen who we1-.e 

returning on th~ boat to duty at Kune Ait' Station after spe tnding l e aves here. 

They are Capt. Finis E. Drinkwater, A2C Ed~rd G. Bancmft. , A2C Robert A. 

Ostenniller and A2C Gary D. Litt le, all assignBd to the 623rd AC&W Sq. 

The ship, ca.rry-lng 261 persons, turned ove r and nunk {j,ii/ -in heavy 

waves 18 miies west of N~ha Port. at about noon on Sat urday. It was 4: 30 

.that afternoon before word of the disaster reached Okinawa. 

Immediately, aircraft of the 33rd Air Reocue Sq. and other services 

converged on the area to start the largest rescue effort staged on Okinawa 

in recent years. Before the search ended Tuesday, 82 sorties had been 

flown by the combined team which spent almost 139 hours in the air. 

Of the U.3 survivors returned to the island, 38 were recovered by 

military aircraft and the others by boat. The 33ro and the Air Defense 

Control Center here coordinated a.11 rescue operations. 

The f'irBt ou.rvivor:s to be returned to No.ha AB sa~unta.y night were 

' , . · - I O 4 3 . , . 



taken to Kinchebe Dining Hall where they re ce ived r-efreshments and medical 

aid from Air Forc-e medics be fore trans f e r to civilian honµitals in Nairn. Citye 

Rescue terunG fought against the cJ.ock Saturday as less than an hour 

of daylight remained by t he tuqe t hey arrived over· the F.:ceneo Debris o.nd 

people clinging to debris dotted the ru ugh wate r belo\.-. 

flares dropped from HU-16 amphibian alrcraft of the 33 rd allowed 

res cue operations to continue until ili10!:!t midnight Saturd-1.y . and they were 

resumed at first light Sunday. Again halted Sunday evening, the search 

continw~d Monday before it was called off. 

Of the 82 sorties flown by all aircraft involved, , the 33:ro flew 28. 

The rescue squadron a ccounted for 42 of the 139 hours flown. 

Also pressed into s ervice was the UH-19 helioopters of No.ha' s base 

flight section, and tll bawe aircraft operating in the area Monday w-ere 

alerted to be on the lookout. for additional survivors in the water below. 

Hampering the operations at first was the fact that an indefinite 

number of unmanife sted passengers were on the boat . It wao finally detennined 

that the 320-ton vessel car-ried probably 256 passengers, 62 of whom were 

not listed. 

Anny, Navy and R;yukyuan divers Monday began recovering bodien of pas

sengers trapped inside t he ship which sunk [sii/ in 80 feet of water., As 

of Mon:by night, 51 had be~n brought to the surface, leaving an estimated 

64 still unaccourited for after l3 bodies had been recovered earlier. 

· Despite · the great los;::; of life, officials were elated over tha rescue 

operations which they called highly successful. Said Lt. G~n. Paul W,. 

caraway, high comssioner of the Ryukyu I.slilnds, in a statement: 

"l wish t.o congratulate ~nd thank all of the ·many Ryu,kyuana and 

Americans ~o.,\-worked together for long hours under difficult circumstances 

I 

. I ·O 4 4 . · . 



to rescue t he pass engers of the Midor·i-Ma.m. Hundreds of Ryukyt1an~ and 

/un nricans responrl.ed unhesitatingl y to the cclll for help and worked ~s a 

terun in the largezt and. most nuccessful rescue operation in t,he Ryukyu.an 

Islands since t he war." 

The high commissioner had 9pecial praise for the Air Defense Control 

Cente·r at Naha and the 33rd Air Rencue Sq. 

GEN. CLARK VISITS KUME 

Mo.j. Gen. Albert P. Clark , commander of the 313th A:i.r Di'f., .flew to 

Kurne Ji.ma Monday where he paid a sympathy visit to the Kume J:unam.i who had 

relatives and friends aboard the ill-fated Midori-Ma.ru l ast weekend. 

He was accompanied by Col. Lester C. Hess, commande r of the 51st FH-1, 

and Maj . Elliott B. Black, chief of the Ai1• Defense Cont rol Center he r e . 

· At a meeting in the Nakasato mayor's office, the· diviDion commu.ndqr 

expressed the Air Force's sympathy to th e many Kurue Jimuns who were person-

ally affected by the tragedy. 

The KumH officials praised the rescue operat ions and thanked those 

pe rsons involved for saving many that we re abonr-d the crti.ft. 

Also discussed was the people-to-people program on Kume and the ·cordial 

reJ.at.ions that exist between the island I s inhabitants und the men of Kume 

air station. 

The party then went to the air st...1.tion for an inspection tour. They 

were met on arrival by _Maj. Earl B. Rodrlguez, who recently replaced Maj. 

Harry Van Qttill as station commarrler. 



FRCH: JJA,'{!~oCUESQ N/~HA AB 0KI!\WtlA 

'IX) ARS ORLANDO AFB ~LORIDA 

I NFO: PAC /JlSSClE GEN HICKAM AFB !-fAWAII 

r-1/1.TS MCP SCCYI'T AFB Il.J.,INCIS 

HQ LBA..l.' AFXOPGF WASH 25 D.C. 

JJ.J'T'I-f AIR DIVISION KAfE ,JA AB OKINAWA 

CHI'~F OF STAFF, HQ lfJAl:lYIS FORT BUCKNER OKINAWA 

5AFCGFUC~U AS JAPAN 

NAHA ADCC OKINAWA ( COURIT.R) 

UNCU~S 33AR0-18-H-2. 

FOR ARSCP. RCS: 1-ARS-Fl, PROGRESS REPORT NUMBER TWO , MISSION NUMfER 

.33-153-17 AU'l 63. 18 AlG 63. CC:\'TINUED SEARCH WI'1'HIN A 10-20 NM RADIUS 

OF° COORDI TATES: 2617N 1273~. Nli\TETY-EIGHT PER CEm' EFF!~CTIVE/ WEA'T' HER 

A JO-VISIBILITY IN SEARCH AmA: 1000 SCATTERED, VISIBILITY UNLIMIIBD. 

SEA CONDITIONS: LIGHT 'IO M0DERATF.. W;I:NDS: S~·; AT 10 KNOTS GUSTING TO 

15 KNars. TI'/0 ADDITIOrAL RYUKYUAN SURVIV0f?.S TIEC0VSRSD BY 3JARSQ HH-19 

hND ONE DECEASSD RYUKYUAN Y0lfI'H RECOVERED BY SURFACE VESS% THIS DATE . 

AIR/SUR-FACE SEARCH WILL CONTINUF. THitOl.BH 19 ALG 63. 

1$ AUG 63 



OKHTAWA ?rnss 'rl:,/i ..ISLA'rIOH 
mi l 'TSO STATBS CIV I L ADMDHSTUA'T'IO;-.i OF 'L'HS i1YiJ KT0 ISLAiiuS 

OFFICE OF ? UB LIC AFFAIRS . · 
Monday, 19 /rngust 196 3 

The ~ Sh~~ - News Art i.cle 

114 mssm:; IN SHI P DISASTER 

'T'h e Rescue Hel\d qlli"lrt 8rs of Ni'.'.hn Police St at.fo n which b sonrching 

for rnissi.ng pn~s enge rs of the l·!idori Mn.ru, r:. 302 .8 -t.on regulnr Ok:.nr\•,m

. Kumejirn n. liner ,.,,h i ch mmk n.rounfnoon of t. hG 17th , cal l ed off i t s s e cond 

dny s enr'Ch at. 7 p.m., 18 August. 

gs 

Twenty-five military and loca l ve ssels and 13 militn.ry helicopte rs 

took P<,1. r t ;_n thi~ search _on the dny, r escuing t.hree survivors and picking 

up four bodies. Around 4 p .m. t.h c S ['.me dny, a- dive r loca t ed t he sunken 

ship, wi1ich belongs to the Sunn.be Kniun (wuf-, .-3r t.ronsportt\.tion) Compi1ny. 

Rescue Headquarte rs anid that a s of 7 p.m. on : h ct 18t h, the re we re 

142 survivors, 13 known dead nnd lJJi passengers c.nd c rewmcmbers ITiissingo 

'I'he senrch will be resumed. nt 8 n.m. t oduy . The ship had on bo.'.'.rd 

272 persons, of which 194 were pr1.ss enger-s on the .mnnifest , . 63 were un

Usted passengers, nnd 15 we y-e crewmembers. 

I. 



r--rsws rlS v,: r uS"E 
OPr.rcr:: LF i? UBLIC AFFAIHS 

United St,1.-t.es Civil Admini.:;t.r D.t:ion of t.:1e R;:t'.lkyu I :::l .:::m:l:; 
Sunday, 18 August 196.3 

Gf:"~RAL CAR.J-..WAY ' S STA'IEME~!T ON SIKKING. CF TH1~ EIDORJ ~iARU 

Nnha , Oki1v.1wr: , Au; . 18 -- High Can.missione r Paul W. Cnrai·r~y ha s 

kept in c on st.nnt to1ch Hi.th the: situnt.ion ever since h•~ h nl' rd, l ate 

yr; sterdny ll.fternoon, of t.hc mi:=;fort.une wh i ch be f ell t he pn.s senGers of 

t.he ship , Mi dori M:::. ru . 

JJnmedittt8ly upon r e ceiving wo rd of th~ si nking, Ge neral Ca r a•.-m.y 

di rected the rr.ilitr~17 unit s under his com1N1nd to · pr ovide me.ximum 

a :=, s istl'..nce t o t.he rescue and care of s urvivors, and c,'111.ed on nl l of 

the 0kinnwn.-bn3ed Unit.cd St.nte s milita r ~r se r1rices f or ass_i stru-1ce. All 

responded rr.ngnificently • 

The High Ccmrnisuione r ITL<.~.e this stntoment todc..y : 

11 I wish to congratulate n.nd thank all ,of t he many Ryu.kyu.;:m s and 

Ame rico.ns who worl<-..ed t ogethe r f or long hours under difficult. ci rcum

st. nnces t.o re ncue the passengers of the Midori Maru . Hundreds .of 

Ryukyun.ns nnd Ame·ricans unhes itntingly responded to the call for help 

and worked ns n terun in the larges t and most successful r escue oper-

ation in t he Ryukyu Islarrls since the war. 

~•Great credit is ~ue to the Ryukyunn _ and lunericm skip.pers, ships 

and boat · captains and to the pilots of Anny, Navy, Air Force, and 

Marine plnnea nnd heiicopters who res cued many survivors frcm t.~e water; 

to the doctors nnd nurse s from Ryukyuan ' and American hospitals, who 

worked at Tcmnrl Port and Nahn Air Base to tnl<e ca re of survivors; nnd 

to the Government of the Ryukyu. Isln.nda' PoHce and the Ryuky\l,9.n Annod 
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Service ~ Pel.ice_ , who b:'ou0ht order into vlh2-t. c c-u ..... d ht.ve been .t crtn --:iti c 

s it. tnU..on o 

"fur.on[. th1J ru :-..)1y milit. ['.ry unit:::; t-:..nd i ;1d.ividu;:i.ls who p::rti cipo.t.ed in 

he re~-cuc opcrn.t.ion , n spe cial debt 0f g r ;_;. ... i tude is owed t o the 33r::l 

Air Re scuc Squndron n.nd the men who opernte the Air Defense Control 

Cente r nt. Nn.ha Ai r Bn$e ; +.he u.s. 1~ rmy Flight. De t. nchme nt <'.t Hrunby Fi•?l d ; 

the United S t.c'.te s A1r,~, '!'r.'.'..nsportn.tion Gr<..>up ; <'.nd Marin.Po Air Group 16 0 

11T .. r o u6h excellent. tc::-:in',1or·k it was poss ,ible to r0sc1..1c ncs-t of the 

J j_dori t-"uru 1 n pt:ss'.5ngers . I hnve not ye t receive d a r,;3port on how many 

cn.su,'.\lt.ie s t.h 2:r ~ J!1r-:{,'/ h~ve b en , ~lthough I hc'.V0. been tnfonrei that 

de'.'f_, _:_ te t.be hE roic efforts of the 1--es c '..18 t.t)O..--ns , t..1e I'C nr:: scu1e ~vho l o;:;t. 

U,3ir l i ves t:1.nd ot.he r0 s till um1cco:.:nted fo1· . I , too , :1.m e ndurin~ the 

.,\11'1 • .:. :.ty of t he eo ., le ·!hos e rcLJ.t.ives nn.,j friends l'.re ns ye-c. not 

·accounted for . I offer my ee 2 st symptlthy ['.n.._ rr..y condolence~ to the 

suw i ving r c lat ivec- ~uxl frier:~ c of those w· .o vrero l ost. Teither words, 

. nor t~ roi c de ,:> d.s , c".n return -f: h ru'. . Perhc.ps kncwinr, that all of us in t.ha 

Ryukyu· iclnnd s £ire 0r.o..ring -their sor ra..1 will f!lJ..'1 ke .1.t easier t. o bear. 11 



OKINAWA PR:~SS T11NJSLA'I'ION 
UN I'T' l:.,D STA':'Y-S CIVIL ADr· INISTRil't'ION OP THE ~YUKYU ISU@S 

OFFICE OF ?U3LI ,~ A·rr-Arns 
1'1,1.esdny , 20 !,ugust. 1963 

Foul~ee n fJiie rican cl. Pd Ryukyunn _ ve sse ls c1.nd some 200 Americnn l:i1d 

Tlyukyunn per-oonnel took fl<..'\rt. yest.e rdr.y in the operation for recove ring 

t.h-3 bodies or the victims of the :Midori Mn ru disast. ,3 r. As a ·rosul t, t.he 

b odi <-= S of 14 rnnles rtnd 37 f.emnle~ were recovered nnd we -re turned over 

t o t he re spect ive b ere,wed fanilie s. Thus, the den.t h t.oll rose t.o 54, 

but 65 persons ( including unregistered pa.<Jsenge ra) ·are s nid to be st.ill 

mis!.~ing. I-1"oreove r, 142 pe rsons survived t.he d isaste r. 

Par t iclp:1ting in the opornt.ion were 25 dlve r·s from the U.S. Army, 

Marines , and the Fir.st Special Force~, in c1.ddi tion to five locnl d ivers. 

'I'he search opemt _ion wns made di fficult. bee<.--i.use of t he rnpid current, 

nnd the senrch wa s dis continued nt 5: 25 p.m. The operc'..t ion will resume 

at 6 a.m. 1-.oc.fo.y. 

27 
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DIVFR D~scnIBSS DISASTER 

PACIFIC S'f'ARS fi.1'.iD STRIPES 
Wednesdny, 21 Aut111st 1963 

By SP5 Joe Groner 
s&S Okinnwn Bureau 

NA4A , Okinawn-A U.S. Army tmnsportnt.ion diver nt the scene of the 

sunken 0kinnwn ferrybont Mldorl Mn.ru told Stars nrrl Str~ Tuesday ''our 

job will soon be over, ns most cam.pn.rtments of t.he sunken hull h t.WA been 

invest.ign.ted during the two-dny body recovery nnd 5n.lvnge job. 'l 

Freddie ~leylor-, in chnrge of the Army TrnnsportnHon Group's Mnrine -

·-
Divicion, is dlre_cting 37 divers in the tnsk of trying to loc~t.e more thnri 

G 50 persons st.ill reported mis s ing in fast Snturdny' s bo!l.t. sinking thn.t 

took at least 72 lives. 

"The divers are working in t eam3 clenring the debris . One mnn 

enters the compartments _while n.not her tends him from outnide," Neylo.r 

expfoined. 11When the bodies are locn.t ed, they a r e tied on n line fifteen 

f eet npart from en.ch ot her to ellSP, hnndling on the wny to 3Urfnce, I! he nn.id. 

"The bodie s are ba<lly decomposed nnd nre beginning to get very light," 

Neylor sa id. _ "As soon ns · they nre lifted n few feet ft'om the bottom, 

they · flont freely to the surface. We expect t.hnt IM11Y of the bodiee which 

~ny be lying _on t he bot:,_om will begitoming to t he _ $Urfnce. '' 

Neylor said personnel involved i n _ th0 recovery operntion_ incl ude 18 

.men nssigned to the let Special Forces Group (Ai rbome) and Col. Robert 

W. :-n rret t, group connrende r. 

Other divers include pe~onnel frcm t he 3d Marine I)iv. Seu.ht\ Instructo:ra' 

Sehoo.l urder ·h~ di rectio11- of Cpl. Pets· Hansen, in _addition t o 12 diver$ 

from he u.s. Anny Transportntion_ Group. 



OKIN1\WA Pl1ESS 'fnAlISLJt'f'I ON 
UJ'fff'i~D ST/\.TES CIVIL ADEirH S1'11A'1'I ON OF 'l'HE PYUnu I SIAI-JDS 

OFFI CE OF PUBLI C AF'fi'AIHS 
Tuendi\y, 20 August. 1963 

The f1J:Ukyu S~1imoo ( eve ning ed i tion) - News Ar ticle 

..: IGHT BODI?.:i "..::t•10V"2:D FTTDM SUNKF.N VESSEL 'l'riIS HORi'J lfJG 

'~he senrch f o r bodie s in tlw sunken Micto1·i 1'1inru re sumed a t b n.,m. 

todny. 'T'h e -,enther wns fin e a nd t he son wn.s ca lm, but t he m.pid c;1rrent 

renmined unchanged. Bodie s of two male s a i1d f our f em-".le s were recove red 

b y t he militar-J lmd locru div8rs by ~oon tod.1y, whlle t. wo flo[tt.i ng ·bodie s 

of f em:-1. les were · nlso !"€COV8 11ed. \\'ith this, Lhe dent.h t oll ren.ched 71 • . 

Accordin,5 to the divers, th e r e nre no more bodies i nside the vessel. 

It is b elieved that t he othe r miss ing pMsengA :rs may b e drifting , a nd 

the Nnhn police requeBted t he militl'-l''Y for nn ae rial nenrch by discon

t inuing the opercttion i nside the shi p . 
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OKINAWA PHESS TRANSLATION 
OFFICE OF PUBL1C AFFAffiS 

United States Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands 
F~idny, 13 September 1963 

Illi:. Ryukyu Shim..£2 - News Article 

JOINT MEMORI.A.L SERVICES HELl) FOR MIDORI-MARU VICTIMS 

Joint mernorinl services for the Midori-Maru victims were held 

yesterdny nt the northern pier of Tcmnri Port, under the co-sponsor-
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ship of Nnha City and Sunnbe Ko.iun Kaisha ( wnter transportation) Canpany. 

Attending were ·sane 700 persons, including Mayor NISHDE Junji, 

Sunabe Kaiun President KOKUBA Kot.aro, USCJ\R Liui.s on Off ice Di rector 

Edward O. FREUtUTH repreclenting the High Canmissioner, Chief Executive 

OTA, nnd representntiven of various quarters. 

In his words of condolence, Chief Executive OTA expressed regret 

thnt nil victims could not be rescued despite the all-out efforts of 

the military and the Okinawans. 

Following the servi~es, President KOKUBA noted that the seurdh for 

the 26 missing persons wns conducted until the 9th but had to be sus

pended because of the nppronching tyPhoon {f,1orli7. He said that as 

soon ·as the weather is good, militnr-y divers will be requested to search 

further Jnside the Midori-M~ru. 

. ... . 



OKDYA'. rA :-JESS TTI!i .. 3IATIJN 
UNITED sv.rr:s CIVIL f\.Il 11INiS1'1.t'.:-,•roH '-J i-' -rHS 7ffUiGU rs;..J\ND0 

OFF'ICE ·J F P!m i r c AF?AI'lS 
S,l t.urd,'\_,y , 24 August 1963 

~ qyukyu Bldm£2_ - News i\rUcle 

w;-1.s dissol v ed lnot e,,ening . :i:n di ssolving t h._'! headql.H.lr·l:,e rs , c>. 5t n.t.em~nt 

wfi s issued no tii1f that 1) it. wr~s <'.on cluc;ed c1..fte r ::;t.udying the :re [X)rts 

of th,: dive rs , tha t tl.ere t:.re no rnorn boJl-.:; s ins ide the sunken ship 

nor in -~.he area of the di-snnter; 2) th e fu~.ure .senrch wi ll b t, ca rded 

out mninly by t he Sunnbe Shipning Cun[-xlny ; 3) 121 Okin,~wc'.n uhip,.::; , 816 

gene~;:i..l i;eople , 939 policemen , 69 fireme n , lli he l icopt e rs ·, 7 aircr~ft , 

a nd ve ..., ciels · parti cipated i n 1i4-0 hours o f rescue and search ope r l'.t i -:ms; 

and 4) as of 7 p .m. on the 2Jrj , 28 1J, . .... sons we re·still mis s ing. 



U.S. SHIP IEAVES Nr~HA 
CARftYJ}!Q FERRY STJRVIVOrtS 

PACIFIC STARS AT\TD STRIPES 
Snt.urdny, 24 August 1963 
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NAHA, Okinmm--The Milit-l\ry Sen 1:'rnnsportn.tion Service ship AKL 31 

snil~d from 1nha ~ .. rldny for Kume,iima Islnnd, t.nking 78 -survivors, relnt.ives 

and friends home following the ~ldo~ Mnru ferrybont disaster. 

'rht1 relatives and fri 8nds had spent n weok ·-,ere since the sinking 

last Snt.urony in hope of finding missing kin. 

Abonrd the 800-ton vessel, skippered by u.s. ~avy Cnpt. T. K. Pen, 

we?re the rem.nine of a 14-yenr-old girl .:1.nd n 17-yenr-old boy, two of five 

bodies recovered Thursdny as the sen rch contin_uect. 

L!lt.est figures Friday from recovery h ec1dqunrter5 n.t. Tom..'\ ri Port 

placed the dead n.nd missing nt 112 persons, with 83 bodies found nnd 29 

,missing. In all, 144 were rescued. · 

The MSTS ship was provided to lllc.'\ke the .trip to Kumejimn nt the 

request of the u.s . high corrmissioner. 

Frid-ay, 12 Okinawnn sec1.rc;h boats fanned out over the a ren. in which 

the Midori Maro sank, some 18 miles west of 'aha port. 

· . About 20 persons rem£t.in~d nt Tof1k1.ri port. Hundreds -had crowded t.he 

docks enrlier, hop~ng r e lntives and friends would be found • . 

Among those on t.he MSTS ship wna SosM Yamashiro, who l«\8 ret.uming 

home to . K~ejimn with the· a.she·s of hi~ 14-yenr-old dnugh er, whose hody 

was recovered Ttnirsdny . -

" It WBfJ a g~t · relief to me hnt, at l eAst we could .recovet' her 

the. grief"'8t rfok,e~ rnrent~ i:mict~ 



· GKINAWA ?RESS T~U1YSLATION 
Ui~IT~D ST!iYES CIVIL ;\mmnsrR ·TION OF TH1~ HYU¥.YU I.sLAtms 

0??ICS OF PUBLIC AF'FAGS 
F:--.id<J.y, 23 Aug,ust 1963 

'I'he Ryuk;(u Shimpo - News Article 

29 ~,nsm 3 STILL MISSii'JG FHOH SEA DISASTI~R 
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'The sen. disns t.e r rescue hendqu~rt.ers of Nnha :- olice Stnt.ion yeste rony 

sent out. nine ve ssels to the spot where t he-, .Midori l~E'.ru cnpnized on the 

17th, nnd recovc31~d !'ive morP; bodies by sufo!}et. 3ome 100 reln.ti·res of 

t he missing persons awaited rtt. t.he no~t.h pier of Tomc.ri Port on t.he dn.y, 

nnd en ch tin1e n vesnel retu rned from the s enrch , they swnnned to the 

vessel to s ee if they could find t heir loved one. 

With the discoYery yeste rday , the numbe r of miss~ng persons wns 

r educed to 29 , whiJ.9 t he confirmed deaths r e ti.ched 83 ( including one crew _ 

member) . 'Phe survivors of the disaster number 144 Unclu::-ling 13 crew 

members). Four dive rs will rerticipnte in today 's s enrch and will resume 

the search· inside t l-i -3 sunken vesselo 

. I 



PACIFIC ST!t'1.S Nm 3TRIPES 
Thursdri.y, 22 i\ugust 1963 

DrJEHS F'AIL 1'0 Fl'JD l.i.3 ON F2RRY 

By Gunnery Sgt. MAt.t Mc1the"'on 
~S Okim:twti. Bureau 

~,!AHA, Okinnw(l-Diving oper~ +.ions int o the sunken hull of t.hc . ·tctori 

Mn ru, t .he Okinnwnn ferry bo:1t thnt cn.psj_ zed 18 miles from h~ r-e Snt.urdny 

nftP.rnoon cnrrying at lennt 75 persons t o the ;i r den.t.h_, were ca lled off 

Wednesdny. 

Forty-three pn.ss£mge rs nre st.ill unA.ccount.ed for nnd presumed dead. 

Sixty- t wo bod i es were recovered_ Mondn.y and 1'uesdn.y by 37 militnry dlvers. 

':'hirtP.en bodies hnd been recovered enrlier. 

Toe 320-t'on f~rrybori.t sank tn ~bout 7 mlnies · in henvy sens shortly 

a fter noon Sat.urday with 261 persons nbon.rdo 

:1ilitn.ry helicopters from l".11 anned forc e s on Okin11wn nnd Ryukyuan 

surfnce vessels rescued 143 persons Saturon.y in whµt has been described 

n.s the worst. maritime accident in the Ryukyu Islands since World Wnr II 

Monday t he 33d Air Rescue Sq. from Nnha AB cnlled off its nir se~rch 

but will continue to hnve nircr:.1.ft in readiness. '!'he divers hnv~ also 

agreed to stand by _in case they_ nre needed ngnin. 

One - body of a young .teennger )ms founq W~dnesday moming by a fishing 

bont returning to Mnhn, which is how Gover-nment of the Ryukyus official!' 
. . 

an~ milita !'f observers believe most of the missing 43 bodies will· be 

discovered--by ·ch&nce nnd on smnll islri.nds nenr l:.he disnste r scene. 

Small fi~hil}g boats n_re st.ill in the ·area which ie 18 miles. of! 

nnd 2 . mil e t~ Sand IaL\nd. Some of t he boat~ contain relativee 



t'..nd fri<:>nds of m..i.ssing persons who refuse to lerwe the nren unt.il the 

mJssing D.~8 recovered. 

Some 120 r elntives of missing pM senger.s nbc,c1..rd the f P-:rrybont, 

wtlich wr.s ~oing to Kumejimn, nbout:. 55 miles from Nn.hn, nrr:l.ved .-from Umt. 

1.slnnd 'I'uesdn.y to identlfy n.n<l clnjm bodleG. All bodies recovererl ·were 

brought. to Tomnri porl whe re n t emporo.ry _morgue wns set np. Hundreds 

o f Ryukyunns lined the dock nren waiting for policE'. ,'\nct fbhin~ b0:.'1tn t.o 

r-et11rn from the scene of the ~inklng . 

Whi l e officinlly +,he search is over for victims o f the sinklng, 

Ryukyunn eovern.ment mnchinery hns moved into high genr. 

Enrli e r, Chief ExecutivP. Seisnku o+.c1 said the GRI would p-3.y ri.11 bills 

including hospitnliznt.ion, t,rr.nspor.tntion1 and miscell,..1neous expenses in

~urred by. survivors of the rtccident. Tues<lny, he :l..ssued n.n order r e:=>lncing 

t.he Midori Mnru with t:.he fe r ryb0nt ~1aknbn Maro on the Nnhn-Kumejimn run. 

GRI police hn.ve begun nn official invent.ign.tion into the cnuse ·of 

the sink:i.ng. (Ship owners r8p0rt.ed immediately l\fter the sinking t.hnt the -

ship was licen8ed t o cnrry 207 passengers and crew members.) 

Much confusion surround ed the enrly reports of the number of passen

ge_r5 nnd crew i:nanbers nbonro the Midori M,~ru when it left. Nn.ha. C<.'\rrying 

many Kumejirnn residents who. had been on late mmimer vn.cnt.ions on Okinawa.. 

Fifty-two pe rsons were fourrl to hnve been nbourd the ship, though not 

C<\rried on its J)c'\S$enger lists. 

Shukji Arakaki, chief of the GRI Mnrltime Disaster Inquiry Agency, 

.. -...:....._-_.,_ _ ____,-y 

said Wedne~dny that nn inveatigntion into · the a,cc.ident from nn "ndministrotive 

·viewpoint." hns begun while the · police invest,ignt.fon will ~enter around 

"possible criminal ch~rges." ~RI of fieials hnve also ltdd plans t.o set up 

-◊f inter-island , ferries. 



OY. Irf,\WA PRI:.33 'f'?JYJ INI'ION 
JNITT::D .3'1'At:;:s CIVIL I,DM I N:.3T-ql\T10 N .JF Ttff: ~YU\ YU ISL.l\.NDS 

OFF'ICS . C'F "? uf3LIC F FAJTIS 
Thursday, 22 J\ U€:,1.Wt 1963 

:i: i ght ves s e l5 were sent out ;;rest.erday t o tl-1c spot of t.he ~!i dori 

Mm~ d i s11s t e r, t.hP. fifth d t'l.y t1.. ft. c r i ts o ccur r enc e , n ncl t hr ee ncid~tionn l 

bod i e s were re cove red . All t.h rce Wt1re ide nt.ifi.e d. 

Th e known numb e r o f p._'lSSf:.!ngers ilnct crew r,Mmbt::rs of the gunken 

VGs :.,el, ns 0f e p.m~ yesteroay , tot n.l ed 256, ~ons i st.ing of -144 survi vo re 

(including 1 3 c~ _w m~mb e r 3), 78 confirme d dea t hs ( i ncluding one c rew 

memb e r), nncl 34 missing v~rsons. Howe ve r, t.h~ definit e m.nnb er o f pns

s engers aboa rd the Hidol'i V.a ru i9 net known, be cnust: of t he i nco::nplete 

li~t o f passenge rn. It is sni d that tho ~H3.:irch fo-c• t he mi gs ing uo:Jie s 

will con t inue t.ode.y • 

0 



CLARK t-E 5SAGS 
0)1 F91RY DISAS'I' l~'R 

PACIFI C ~fA~S AND ST1IP4S 
Tuesctny, 71 Aup:ust. 1963 

K.A. DE~T,\ AS, Okinnwn. (01)--During n v isit:. Aug . 19 t o an Afr Force 

inst.n.lln.t.i.on nt Ktnni-jimn Iolnnd, the new 313th f,ir Di v. comrronder, 

Mnj. G1=m. A. P. Cln.rk, mAt with locn.l mnyors to P..xprcss his eympathy 

for vict:bns of the sinkfog of the Mi.dori Maru. 

The genernl mndc the following statement: 

11 1 arn deeply grieved by the grP-nt. t.r;1.gedy that. befell mnny f ::.m ilies 

of _Kumi-jimn when t.he Midori-IMru snnk ln.ot Saturday. Alt.hough we c"n 

do nothlng ·t.o bring b:.\ck t.ho~e who nre lost, it is nonetheless n. time to 

be grn.teful for the living--i:.hose who survived nn<l ·.;ere rescued fro ; the 

trencher-y of P✓xp,~ure in the open s :!t'.. 

"~he Air Force is groteful for it.s Mpn.bili ty to supply pergonnel .:tnd 

fncilit.ies in n joint operc'.tion wi+~. v '·,ner u.s. services nnd u.s. civilln.ns 

coopem.ting with Ryukyunn efforts to mount nn effectiv~ search · c1nd rescue 

operntion. There ·we1~ .mrmy lost n.nd my ~ Efn.rt. is filled .with sorrow. 'rhe 

unusually ropid nJnking no doubt prevented nny wnming to '!)[l.ssengers, or 

to lnn<l bused communication fnciltie8, nnd unfortunately d~L~yed the 

rescue operation. 

1'We must. live with th:i.s t~gedy, but from i . t,here nre obvious 

lessons to be realized. Improvements of re5cue ope mt.ions and sa.f ety of 

vessel:, on the sen must be reevnlU,:ited in .tho light of Snt.urday' s mi:J

for.tune. If, ns n reoult of inveatigntive study, ~he chqnces for safety 

at sen nre increased, then these many unfortumte souls who· perished 

will not hnve died · in vnin •. " 



Or.INAWA PRESS TRANSLATION 
UNI~_'ED STA'i'ES CIVIL A;)EINIS'I'RA'T'ION J F THL RYUKYU ISL!'u\JDS 

OFFICE O? PUDLIC AFFAIRS 
vhdnesday, 21 August. 1963 

fhe Ryukyu Shimpo - News Article 

FAMILY MSMBETI.S OF 1-1:iJ)Ol:f.I :stAflU VI C'1.'IHS ARTIVE FROll KUYEJIMA 
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'l'he 391-ton Wnknbo. l-rnru left Hnnnsnki Port of Kumejimn yest.en.iny, 

bouncl for Tomn:ri Port with 100 f!'ll11ily members of the victims of the 

Mi<lori ~ disn5t.er . A.n actditionill 60 pe rsons who we re unri.ble t. o boari:;l 

t.he WnkA.bn ~ .-.rere allowed t.o t.nke a rnilit.t' .. ry ·ve ssel th·t•ough the kind

ness of the military nuthorit.hs . 1N11en i-.he Wnkn.bn ~ crone t.o the spot 

where the Midori Maru sank, the ship s t.opped for 10 minutes and sounded 

its whist.le , while the passenge rs threw wrent.hs into the sea nnd offered 

a three-minute sil-'3nt praye r for· the rep0se of t.he victims' souls. The 

fnmily members arrived n.t Toina:ri Port around 6 p.m. SOJ:io of them had n 

h~ppy reunion with the s urvivors , while others identified the bodies of 

their loved ones, and still othe rs !'..ncertained the missing p,3rsons. 
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OKI't\TA'.".rIA ?n.: .. S-3 TWt,~tu, TION 
UN.iT:-:T) :1TAl':,S CIVIL !~'"11rn::sTqATIOt,i ' 'F 'f i{E 1Yu::Tu r s:.,,\Jm s 

o~FI~E OF ~UBLI C A?FAIRS 
Thu·'sdny , 22 August ] %3 

The Okfr_a wn Time 8 - (:: v ening E·dition - iiTews Ar+.ic le 

1•ili1':CUAL SZHVlCE :IBLD FOR 25 NIDGRI VNW l.' I C' i'ms 

qg 

A joint memorial s errice w;:is held t.h i !l mo minJ?ftt t he D-1.i t enji 'i'emple 

· in f\!an'.1 for 25 peroo ns wl-ii;:; f ell vic tims of the Mido ri Haru dis1.st e r. ·rhe 

memo rial s e rvice wris ,-~ t. t e nded by some 200 b e ren.ved frunily mc-:"mbers ::t.n<l 

othe r r e lat ive s of the decease-::l. 'T'he remn.ins were scheduled to b e t n.ken 

t.o K1.DY1Hjimn nbonrd the W£..krtbn. L;.. ru n.nd the· 3hi rnse ~, le£\ving Tomn. ri 

?or-t. n.t 11 a . m.. i-fowevc r , the numb~r of pr. s senge rs exceeded t.he capacit y 

of t .he ships, ['.nd some t ime wns requi "".'ed be .f'orn a gre ement ~.ofn.s reached 

cUTim-,g the b e 1~ aved f runil ie s , Sunnbe Wnt.er Trnnsportntion Ccmpnny, und t he 

The two ships l eft 'T'o.:r:,i ri nt noon wit h the r emains of 46 peesons , in 

nddition to t hree relntiv•3~ for eo.ch remain . Incidental ly, the U.S • . 

milit.ary will provide n vesse l for tronsporting the bereaved fnmi:!:y 

membere and relatives t o Kumejimn t omorrow. 



OKINAWA PRESS TRANSLATION 
OFFICE: OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

United Stat. e s Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Island s 
Sunday, 8 September 1963 

.!ht Ryukyu Shimpo - News Article 

JOINT 1-®~0RIAL !:>~RVICE HELD FOR MIDORI MARU VICTIMS 

Kunejimn - Kumejimn Island lost 75 lives, including those missing, 

in the disastrous sinking of the Midori Maru on 17 August. On the 7th,n 

joint memorial service was held for the victims, co-sponsored by the 

two villages of the island, Kwoojimn. tenchers association nnd the 

Stmabe Water Tranaportnt.ion Company. Atten~ng were scme 4,000 persons, 

including Chief Executive OTA, Civil Administrator McCUNE, and Legis

lator TAIRA Koichi {representing the Legislature). Following the 

service, Sunabe Canpruiy President KOKUBA Kotaro pledged efforts for 

safe navigation in the future nn:l expressed the hope of the compnny to 

do what it cnn for the bereaved families. High Coo1missioner CARAWAY 

sent n messnge of condolence to the memorinl service . 



PACU' IC STA R.S Ar-'D STR.I?ES 
Hondny, 9 .Se pt~mbe .r 196'3 

NMIA, Okin<'.Wl\ (SR.tS )--1·1emori1.\ l s e rv1-ces we-r(➔ held on K,nneJirnn I s l a nd 

off t.hG southe rn con 5t. o f 0kinnwn Sn.tur d~y for t he g5 Kumcjirr..:\ :re ddent.s 

who dh,d wh en the Ok:i .. nm'1t.'.n f errybon.t Midori Mnru Cl~psiz!.3d ['.nd s unk Augo 

17 som8 50 miles west of he.re. 

'i'he s e rvices were spon~ored by town of flcialeJ on tho · isl~nd. and by 

the Sunc1be Shipping Co. he re, owne rs of the ill-fnt ed vessel. Some 100 

p~rsons, including Mlittiven of t.he vict:Jms r~nd government officinls, 

att:mded t.he s eJ"'IJ'ices after going to the islnrd in('., Sunabe boat.. 

/ 
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VOYAGE ITECALIS TRAGIC ME1'10RIBS 

rnm~AWA NOTINrnG STAR 
Wednesdey , 11 September l 963 

U.S. and Ryukyuan officials Sat urdny n~sembled on t iny K1.nne-j:imn 

inland, 50 miles west of Naha., to bid final hono1~s to t he 112 victims 

o.f the Midori-mnru trogtdy. 

A joint memorial service , held on the Kume-jimn high school grounds , 

was at.tended by relatives nnd friends of the victims, ns well as high 

ranking local officials. 

/0/ 

A mnjori ty of the -victims resided on t.he island to which the 300-ton 

ferry had been enroute when it capsized nnd snnk 18 miles from Nuhn Aug. 17. 

Rep~sent.ing the U.S. Government wns Civil Administrntor Shannon 

HcCune. Also on hand for the ceremony was Government of Ryukyus Chief 

Executive Seisaku Ota. Both men laid wreaths on the huge t.1.ltnr erected 

in memory of the victims. 

Meanwhile, the Government of Ryukyus welf['..re deµc'l.rtment announced 

yesteroay thnt almost $30,000 hns been raised by individual and group 

donations for relief of the survivors. A government spokesmnn snid that 

80 percent of the money will go to frun..ilies of the deceased persons while 

the re~-iirder will b e doled out t _o those who were rescued but lost pel'

sonal belongings. 

A joint police-maritime board investigation is still underway, nnd, 

a spokeamnn so.id yesterday, there is a "strong indication'' thn.t captain 

Shiro Nishiknjiku may be tried on accidental hanicide chnrges. 

, In the meantime, the gove:rnnent }ms int.ensified its crackdown on 

shipping regulations and promised that future violators will be prosecuted 

. I O 6 5 . 
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to th e full ex-t.ent of the law. 

Nurrrn rous s urprise inspections were staged 1 .:-\st week :ibonrd J.ocn.l 

vess eln wi t h an t;lllph.:\sis on sn.f,3ty equipment, the au thod 1-.ies snid. 
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C PIC:~ \., F ?U8LI~ AFFt,.r~s 
'l'i1tl rsdt1.y , 22 A. Uf:,U St. 1963 

'T'ne O~inhWt\. Times - r· cws Artic le 

"Che G~I Le~nl Affo.irs Dc pn.rt.rri ·~nt i s studying t h e comoem;l\tien and 

/02 

s ol0.t i1JJ,1 problem for vi ct im~ of t!-1e Mid ori Hn.ru i ncide nt i n orde:r to 

offer n.d vice on t.' e cla :i1r1s prncedu r-e . '('h ,.: st udy includes prc cecient crtses 

of mari time disnst.e Ps i n J n.p;:m, m0 t .:1ocl <J for compu t.ing the coinpr-m s :1.ti on , 

and clrd..111s procedures • . 

/1ccorcling t.o the civil lnw, t.he right of c ln.i m i s v al.id for three 

yen. rs following th e no t. ificnt i on of the dis a ste r. The re -~,i ll be no 

problem with r~gnrd t o claims for dond pa sse ngers on t he rt1.r..".ni f,:;st ::1-nd 

t.he unlisted known dead. Howev e r, t.here seems t o be a ques t.ion concern ing 

._ th e right of clm..m for .the -un°listed missing pa s senge rs d u-:~ t o d H .ficulty 

of their confirmation. 

Depa rt..ment. Director KUGAI expr ensed the hope to be p:rnpared t.o 

respond to :i.nquiries about claim p rocedures nt any time. 



OKINAWA PHESS TRANS LA nm1 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

United States Ci vH Administration of the Ryukyu IsL'..nd s 
MondD.y, 19 August 1963 

~ Okinawn Times ... Edit orfal 

SHOCKI WJ SINKING OF' 'I'HE MIDORI MARU 

The sinking of the Midori Maru on the 17th is an unpa r alleled 

mnritime trngedy in recent years . Thn.nks to the unspr.ring e ff ort. s of 
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t he military nnd the locul people in ilie rescue of the victims , 141 

pas sengers nnd crew members barely escaped deat h. Unfortunately, however, 

:i.n addition to the recovery of 13 b odies, more thnn 50 r..ersons nre still 

listed mi ssing, · and t hey are given up for lost.. Most of the missing 

persons may have been trapped in the steerage and have gone down with the 

ship. Moreover, it appears th~t mnny passenger~ jumped aboard the ship 

just as it. was pulling out of the port, nnd the exact nwber of passen

ger~ cannot be determined. · 

With the progress of investignt.ion and the report from families 

concerned, the number of casualties will likely increase. It is quit~ 

um"eancnable that the exact' number of persons aboard the ship should be 

unkn0w11., even though it is n ferry which requires only a few hours to 

reach its destination. The number of survivors whose names do not appear 

on the passenger list is well over 60 1 indicating that the Midori Mnru 

had by far exceeded the capacity. 

Safety of passengers during ·navigation, even in hane waters lune, 

must be strictly maintained; for no one CM tell when n oen disaster 

will occur. On the 17th the passage of the trough of atmospheric 

presirure brought about stronger winds and high waves; but, even then, 



I 
l ' 

! 

( it wns not 3o bc\d, for nt 2 p .m. the we athe r bureau merely i ssued a 

wnrning . Thus, it cMnot be said that it wn.s cmised by force beyond 

humnn control. Be that n.s it. may, the en.use of the di.suster will be made 

clenr by the investigntion of the Marine Disaster Inquiry Bonrd. The 

important thing hero is f or each vessel to~ork out a thorough ::infety 

mel'.sur-e and provide against sea disasters, so as not to repeat. the 

mnrine disaster. 

The problem which now confronts us is to c ontinue t he search for 

the missing persons c'Jld help the victims who were barely rescued to get 

on t he ir feet again ns soon as possible. The problem of canpensation 

for the victims by the shipping ccmpnny will arise in the future, but, in 

the meantime, it is hoped that the government relief measure headquarters, 

the Red Cross, private groups, and the people in general will get together 

rmd help the victims of this unprecedented sea disnster. 

Dive rs, ns well ns salvage group::,, have begun the senrch for the 

sunken ship, and it hoped thc.t they will do everything in- their power 

for the recovery of bodies. It is not yet known whether or not the 

refioating of the sunken vessel is possible, but if it could be refloated 

in u short time, we may expect more recovery of bodies. The disastrous 

sinking of the cargo-passenger ship this time has greutly shocked the 

people in general, as well as persons directly concerned with the disaster. 

~t is up to us to reconsider the maritime safety arrl work out measures 

to insure mnrine safety in the future. 
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Editorial 

THE DOUBIE STANDARD 

THE OKINAWA MORNING STAR 
Sundriy, 1 September 1963 

104 

Enst is east and west is west nnd never the twnin shaD. meet when 

it comes to accepting the responsibility for your ovn actions~ This 

deplorable fact is npparent in the reactions which follow in the wn.ke of 

the sinking of the Midori-Mnru. 

Over the past 15 yenrs severru. accidents have occurred on Okinnwu. 

which involved the loss of both /unericnn and Ryukyunn life ns the result 

of plane crashes. The plane crewmen involved were engaged in the selfless 

task of protecting the Ryukyus nrrl Japan fran ever-present nnd well 

identified enemies. The accidents occurred in spite of the most alert 

nttention to detail and in defiance of the fact that the equipnent wns 

the fine s t and the flying and ground personnel involved were observing 

the most rigid and proven safety methods. 

When these regrettable events occurred, the Ryukyu.an press nnd 

Ryukyuan legislative nnd semi-public bodies mounted campaigns of reproo.ch 

ngninst the Americans which amounted to near hysteria.. Americans were 

deplored for their crass commercialism and their bestial disregard for 

lire, l:hnb and the human right~ of all and sundry. Staggering financial 

claims_ were looged against the U.S. Government while politicnl groups 

kept up a bitter chorus of condemnation against the Americans and their 

right to maintain a hard-won mili tnry base on Okinawa. 

But let the Okinawans drown and abuse one another in the moat 

.flagrant manner and a11· protests are quickly mothered under a blanket 

or ofticial disintereat. Newspapers, if they are interested at all in 
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the fate of the <lend or the sorrow of J:,he survlvors, registe r the ir 

1/ . 
interest by taking up token collections on the /st4-eets of Nahao This 

11 
activity, which runount s to public begging, helps trnnafer finnncinl re -

sponsibility for the tragedy from th~ shoulders of the shipping canpn.ny . 
t o the general publicCl 

Wit~ n fine ·eye for n bnrgnin, members of t}w Communist Okinawa 

Peoples pn.rty nnd the striking workers nt the loctl plywood plant fnll 

in beside the Midori-mnru collection-takers nnd extend their own beggars' 

pn.ws for nny alms which m;ight ba nimed nt the Midori-muru collect.ion 

boxes--but miss. 

The Midori-mam wns not engaged in n vast philanthropic ent.e rprise 

when it went down drowning 112 persons and hurling nnother 130 persons 

into the sen for nn eight-hour life and den.th ordenl. The Midori-muru 

nnd its owners were operat ing for hire. For n fee the operators · had 

contrncted to carry a group of passengers safely frcm one shore to another. 

Frcm the testimony of · the survivors there is ran.son to suspect thn.t. the 

operators .of the c r aft were guilty of criminn.J. mismanagement nnd nn 

abysmal lack of basic sel\lllanship as it pertains to pasGenger loading 

and normnl sea-going safety practices. There is n.lso runple evidence to 

suspect the operators of the ship of cheating on their troc obligat:tons 

by overloading the craft wit.h non-registered passengers. 

Even if the ship hnd been outfitted with stnndard survival eqtdP

ment, those passengers who ·were being carried in excess of the shi p's 

rated cape.city .could be expected to drown in cnse of mishap. 

The opernto~ of the Midori:..maru aren I t the only ones who were at 

fault in this trngic sinking. The government officials who were .content 

. to close their oyes to the violation of internat.ionnl snfety proctiees 

2 



must shD.re the responsibility of this trnged;y with the owne rs of the 

L':'.te Midori-mc:. ru. 

In the finnl senrch for those wh o are guilty of contributing to t he 

Kid ori-rnnru tragedy, we must .point to the . Ryukyu.an l egbln.ture. Thin 

august b <.x:ly is reno\omed f or pnst;ing l nws which cnnnot be enforced while 

ignoring· the obvious. In the pnst the leglslntur e hns pnssed lnws agninst 

nirplnne crnshes nnd hns developed legislntion which nllow~ n.JJ.eged 

trn.ffic victims to sue the insurnnce ccmpn.ny of their choice if they 

can't recnll the details of their nccident. They foiled, h owever, to 

me.1'..e shipping canpnni As either finnncinlly or physically re nponsible 

for the welfare of their passengers. 

This is what is known us n double stnnda.ro. Trnnslnted into reru.ity 

the double stnndnrd snys that Americans must be protected with every 

known firwncinl nnd moral annor before they can consider themselves to 

be half safe when dealing with Okinawan public opinion. On the other 

side of the double stnndard coin, the wealthy Okinawan cn.n get n:wey 

with murder and become the immediate object of public benevolence. 



OKU!t.WA Pl1r~SS 1'1.A\1SLA7ION 
'JNIT? D STA1.'t S CNI L Arn·rnHS'T':1ATION or THE 1YUKYU ISUNDS 

0?2ICS 0F .?UBLIC AFFAIRS 
'I' ..;csda.,·, 27 August 1963 

"'.t ~Lr:f.<' t/iON:S Y f'OR MICOIU MAl1U VICTH-fS REACf-m:s i 2c , coo 

The GR. I· We lfare Depr.trt.ment yesterday tr-..llied up t.he r~lief mon ey 

collect:ed t .o dat e runong various workshops and orgc.niznt.ions for t he 

Midori Mrm.1 victims, nrid found that. t he ~n t otnled S?.J.,028.25. The 

depti rtment. decirled to nJ.locate 80 pe r cent of the mor.e.y to the de~d a;id 
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t he misd.ng rmd 20 per c .:=mt t.o the ~rnrvivors. t. ccordingly, ['. swn of H50 o 20 

will be pn.id ns condolence money :'or ench bf the 1 12" dend nnd missing, 

while ench of the 130 survivors will reMive $32 .35. Deputy Dire ct.or 

n,i-;AYl'J:,IA Kenjun ,)r Welf rt1"'0 Section Chief KOKUBA Zuisei wj_ll be sent to 

Ktnnejir:ia on the 27th t.o present t he m,.)ney. 'l'he Okinawa Tirn<S S toDDed ------ --- '' 

the list. in the drive by ccll'3cting :r/ , 474 .61, followed by Kume j:imn 

Nnt.ives ' Association w-i t h $3 ,586 .28, nnd the R~kyu Shi.moo 1;;ith ~2 ,928, 73. 

The drive i-r.i.11 cont inue unt il the end of the i.tont :1 . 



OKm_A_\,lA Ff-CSS 1'R.fl11iSU 'T'ION 
Ji~ TI:~o S?A'TT-; .s c::.7 I L !2'J·i.I!JIST~ATION OF Tf·i.E rrnJKYU ISLi\NDS 

Gt<FICE DF PPBLIC AF?AIBS 
T'hursd:w, 22 Augus t. 1763 

GRI DSCID~S TO SIVE CJFTiiWC:D ASSISTANCE '1'0 MIDO'iI )u\.HU i/ICTIMS 

The ~xecutive Dr1.r,ch he ld nr ext. rEv) 1."'1Jin~.ry meeting of its clep1:nt

rn8nt dir t~ct ors yc ste rdny t o discuss r.-:easures _for t.he -::lisc\~t.rous sinking 

of the Mi.~ M<1.ru (an:nnd noon of· t.i1e 17th ). Foll owi ng the coni'arence , 

Adminj strativ~ Service:J D2pnrtmGnt Direct.o r :r•J.. Shochi sni:i t .hnt (1) 

probl cnw involving t he :;nr>.rine d isn.c.ter will b e harnllod 'by -the Ht\rine 

c ontinu<:; ext.en:ling r. ;-, .c•lping ho.nc:J t o t.he vic-f:.imn Jf the disaste.r; (3) 

t.h e go7e rnment will continue to s c:arc~ foi~ the missing bod ies; nnd (4) 

d onntions will be colle cted frorn the gove rrunent employr'!es . 
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OK TI-1/ 1.'tlf... prr-:ss THA 'SlJ<i'IC•i\ 
~W::i:,.,.;:o sTA" 1;:s crvi-s Ar:r-nNr-11sTru\.'~:::m: , F rnt .nunus 

o?rrci OF ' LlSLIC .FF~I?S 
Pridny , 23 AuJus t 1963 
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f o ur officials o~ the Okinnvm I4-on:J ClHb called on Chie f' T-',.xecutive 

CtrA this morning i..:.nd pr!:!sent. ed n ·}1 , 0CO check ·ror. the r-clie f of th~ 

'/ i dori ~ disc.ster v i ctims. 'Ti1e present.nt.ion ,-ms based on the deci~ion 

made n.t t.h~ gcn,3ral meeting of t.be club held on t he 21st . l"lo reover, 

Vice President U'.::~CHI Knzufum.i co nv (:;y ed t.he intent ion of t.he Kyushu 

c{endqun.--rters of the Lions Club i n J,._p.:1.n to coope r.:1. t e :tn the ·ce lie f of 

t.he vict ims . The ABahi c.ducationnl Neighborhood hssocintior1 in J.ja of 

Jahn Cit y t.ocb.y stf,.rtecl a st t-et;t Cillilf-,<~ i gn to ro ise fund s f or the r e lief 

of the vic t imD o 
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$21,000 FOR VICTIMS 
OF FER~Y BOAT SINKING 

OKil-rAWA MOR.'JrnG STAR 
Wednesday, 28 August. 1963 

The goverrunent of Ryukyus yestero.ny nnnounced tha.t over $21,000 

hns been rnised by lor..al organiznti~ns for relief of Midori-mnru survivore. 

The · 300-ton ferry sunk off Okinawa Aug. 17 carrying 112 persons - to 

their deaths. 

A government apokesman snid that 80 percent of the money will be 

given to tnmilies of_ .the dend vict:i.ms, while the ~aining 20 percent 

sh::ill go to survivors to canponsnte for personnl possessions loot in 

the disaster. 

In nddition, a GRI welfare department representative io now visiting· 

tiny KU1J1e jimn island, 50 miles west of Nahn, where most of the victims 

.. . resided in an effort to detennine what further aid might be necessary. 

The fund raising drive will continue through next month. In connection 

_ with the drive, n night of entertainnent with cover chnrges and pledged 

donations ennnarked to a.id survivol"8 and relatives of victims . of the sunken 

Midori-mnm is . planned by the roonagoment of the local VFW Post 9723. 
I 

A~ of late yesterday·, 14 noor shows had n$reed ~o give their services 

to the nffair which will begin at 8 p.m. Sept. 4 nnd wind up when nll 

donated shows have perf onne~, Joe Jnpec, club manager, announc.ed. 

Japec predicted · around 20 shows, fumiah_ed b7· local thent·ricnl: agents, 

will give or their- time to mnke the project n success. 

Among performers ~ready pledgt)d are T~:>ny Scott and l_l,is grou~, Johnny 

H~wker ·(formerly with Ink .Spote) ·,Bobby Monahan (who w1u· ~l. in .t'n>m JaP(lJl)°; 



Johnny Borge <lnd others. 

The $1 cover chnrge for the event will be put w'lth telephone and 

other pledges t.o nid burvivors and relntives of victimo of the ferry 

sinking a 

Jnpec said pledges may be made up to noon Saturday by calling the 

VFW post office ('l'e.l. 74275) or by calling other numbers which will be 

listed in newoJ~pers mrl over rodio stat.ion KSBK. The r adio begi:m announ

cing the big event lnnt night. 

In n crunptdgn to nid surv:l.vors of lnst yenr' s cntnstrophic typhoon 

in the Philippines, the Post raised more thnn $1,800 th rough cover chnrge 

and pledges. As in this event, floor shows were donnted by locr.tl age_ntso 



VFW Posi' A IDS F':7-lRY VICTIMS 

Pi\ SIF'IC STARS AND S'PRIP:~S 
Snturdny, 7 September 1963 

NA!{A , Okinmr,i (S&S)--Vet,;;mn!J. of Fore:tgn Warn Post 9723 here hM 

collected $1 ,328 to rli.d ,,icU1ns o.f the M:ldori Mnro ferrybont. di sr\st. e r 

which cln.irnen 112 lives Qn Au~. l?. 

'T'he p.-,st. st.a rled it.s fund drive with a b enefH:. vnrfot.y shew Wed

nesdny. Som8 60 entertniners perf0nned in 22 nets. 

'J'he money- t'lill be used to hel p surv1.vorg nnd · fruniH e5 of the 

victims. CJ.ub officfaln snid they would nccept phone donntion pledge ~ 

until noon Snturdny. 

A memorial se'l"'V'ice for victims o f the sinking will be held on Kume·

,jimn Sat.urday under the sponsforship of town offices on KumejL--nn nnd 

Sunn.be Shipping Co. here . 
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OKINAWA PRESS TRANSLATIONS 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

United States Civil Administrntion of the Ryukyu Islands 

/ID 

Fridey ,· 13 September 1963 ( evening edition) 

The Okinawa Times - Nevis Article 

FAMILY OF MIDORI41ARU VICTIM HETURNS ~LIEF MONEY 

1.EZU Ansho, 49, today returned $157 relief money which was presented 

in token of sympathy for the death of his lLi-yea.r-old daughter in the 

Midori-Maru disaster, to the GRI Welfare Department t h rough Gushiknwa-Son 

Mayor LEZU. · The letter accompanying the money noted that his family is 

not so hard up for money and asked th Rt the money be given to someone who 

hn.d lost both parents or a husband in the disnster. He also noted that 

he accepted 20 centz of the $157.20 in gratitude for the kind consider

ation of all inhnbitants. 

Deeply moved by the action, an official concerned of the depart

ment concerned expressed the hope to make efforts t.o respond to UEZU 's 

laudable consideration~ 

Incidentally, the Nahn City Office yesterday decided to cancel 

the 11Tomari Port Festival" scheduled for the 21st and the 22nd because 

of the Midori-Maru disaster. 



OKINAWA PRESS 'rt11\J'!:3LhTION 
OFFJC l.~ ( F PUBLIC AFF AIR..q 

United Stutes Civil /d.mi nl s t: rn~.i on of the Ryukyu I s l ~ncl:.-; 
Honclny , 7 Octobc 1-- 1963 ( ev~ ning P-d ition) 

.TI:!£ Okinmu:1 'rime s - News Art icle 

U~JISIATIV.E COOPBRATION SOUGH't' FOR 
COM'.?E\ISAT ION OF 1·LIDORI 4 f!\R!J VICTIMS 

T'he sub-commit. t !3e of t.he Legislature 1 $ Gove rm:~nt nnd Legal 

Affnirn Coilirnittee me t on t he 5th t. o discuss the Midori-Muru cnse 

nnd heard the requests of t.he bere n red fl'.r!1ilie:::: through t.he mayors 
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of Gushiknwa and No..kn zato-Son. The two mD..yors noted that 1) t he 

bereaved fomilies in Kume jimn hnve fonned an assodc.tlon nrti nrc 

studying the runount of compensati on t.o be reque sted ; 2) the c.scoci~t.i on 

is not cat.isfied with the Sunn.be Shi pi ng Company' s pr oposnl to p,:ty 

$1,009 for each adult o..nd $200 or $300 for e ach child ; and 3) the 

ass ocin.ti on will decide on the definite l'.mount to be :reqw~sted after 

the Maritime Diu.ri~ter Deliberation Co ncil r eaches a conclusfon. 'l'he 

muyors n.lsQ a!Jked the ~ub-conunittee to cla r·ify legal grounds for the 

complete fxlYJnent of ccr.npensntion. 



OKINAWA MORNING STAR 
Wednesday, 9 October 1963 

MIDORI-MARfj PROBE CONTINUES 
DISASTER cums UNSETTIBD 

Alt.hough alrnost. t.wo months have passed since the tragic sinking 

of the Midori-rnaru ferry last Aug. 17, no settlement has been made for 

either the survivors or relatives of the 112 victims . 

· The As sociation of the Midorf-Maru Sur,1ivors _ recently formed on 

112-

_ Kume-shima is.land is currently collecting 1n.ta to accompany their elm.ms 

to the Sunnbe Shipping Co., owner of the ill-fat:ed freighter, whiclll 

capsized and sunk approximately 18 miles frooi Nnha. 

A spokesman for the Sunabe Shipping Co., which operated .the ill

fated vessel, was quoted as saying that the finn is currently ope rating 

in 11 red-ink11 and is financially unnble to fulfill the compensntion 

·claims_. The officinl indicated that Sunn.be may have to call on a0soc

inted finns under the same general ownership for support. 

The · spokesman added that the exnct amount of · canpensntion claims 

to be paid will be determined following consultations with survivors 

and govermient officials. 

Meanwhile_, GRI maritime . agency of ficinls are currently continuing 

their concentrnted inquiry into the circ-wnstances surrounding the dis

aster, the wor~ sea tragedy in loqal history. 

The a~ncy is sch.eduled to wind up its probe in November. 

~ ·Coin~iding with the Marit:ime Disaste r Agency probe is a •separat~ 

investigation by the ORI Police Department on the grounds of possible 
I 

· crimipal negligence. The pQlice have questioned a _totn.l of 130 wit~ 

Q&S~&a regc:mUng -the disn11ter and ar~ _ s cheduled to take 
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POLICE PRESS 
SHIP PROBE 

'rHF. OKINAWA MORNING STAR 
Tue Dctoy, 29 October 1963 

I 14 

A Nahn police sped.ru. invostign.tion squad Sundny mnde an on-the-spot 

survey of -t:.he ill-fnted Miclori-Maru which claimed 112 lives ln.st August 

when she sank in the sen west of Naha. 

The survey, the third one conducted by ND.ha. PoUce to probe cnusen 

of the t.mgi.c nccident, wn.s made by five detectives and four divers fran 

"the U.S. military units. 

Previous investigation indicated that the 300-ton ferry bon.t wc1.s 

broken in two pieces nt the bott.cm of the sea. approximat ely 18 miles 

from ~Jaha. 

The latest. survey was to determine whether the crack WD.B cn.usod by 

tidnl currents -or by stress. at the time of the sinking. 

Coinciding with the police investigation, officials of the GRI 

maritime disaster agency are also probing the sinking, the wor st sea 

disaster eve·r re coroed here. 



SAY MIDORI-MARU MAY 
HAVE BS'EN SABOTAGED 

THE OKINAWA MORNING STAR 
Thur nday, October 31 1963 

Entering t he final phase of an investigation into the tragic 

Midori-Mnru s inking last August, ND.ha police yesterday roveo.led that 

the re nre indic n.tions the 300-ton ferry may hnve been sabotaged. 

//5 

The nuthorit.ie s bnsecl the speculative theory on reports by police 

and u.s. militury divers who revisited the scene for the third time 

last week. 

A number of pictures were taken of the sunken vessel which showed 

t hnt the steel hull hnd crumpled, as if by nn explosive force. 

I nformed police sources said pict ures indicat ed t ha t t he drunage 

.to the ship hn<l not beEm caused by tidal current s afte r t he vessel had 

been sunk. The pol ice, however, would mnke no official statement regarding 

t he sabotage theory pending furthe r investigation. 

The ship sank lust August, 18 miles frcm Nn.ha, withn loss of over 

100 Uves, the worst sea tragedy in Ryukyuan hi story. Both surviving 

passengers n.nd crewmen said it had been swranped by heavy sens. 

Naha police and the Goverrinent of Icy-ukyus Maritime Agency are 

conducting separate probes in an attempt to pinpoint bl.rune for th~ 

disaster. 
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PACIFIC STARS AND STRIPES 
F'riday, 1 November 1963 

HINT SABOTAGE IN FERRY SINKING 

NAHA (AP)--Entering the finnl phnse of an investigation into the 

tragic Midori Maru sinking last August, Nnhn police Wednesday revealed 

they hnve indications that the 300-ton ferry mny have been sabotaged. 

The authorities based the theory on reports by JX)lice and u.s. 

military divers who revisited the scene for the third time last week. 

A nllllber of pictures were taken of the sunken vessel which showed 

that the steel hull had crumpled, as if by nn explosive force. 

Police sources said the pictures indicated that damage to the ship 

had not been caused by tidal currents after the vessel sunk. 

/lb 

The police, however, would make no offi~ial statement regarding the 

sabotage theory, pending further investigation. The ship sank 18 miles 

from Nnhn with n. loss of over 100 lives, the worst sea tragedy in Ryuk:yun.n 

history. 

Survivors said it had been swrunp,ed by heavy seao. Naha police and 

the Government of Ryukyus Mnritime Agency are conductlng separo.te probes. 
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i nv0st.i ; ;1t i on :hi:o the s inking , ird_;i. catod :··0ish j ka j ik•.1 f,1:i.L :·d to L:tke proper 

!)rBCt1-nt. i or.u ry me;;i. surc :::i as cP.pt a in o f the si'1ip .;ir:d .accid cnt :i.J.ly ki lle d 112 · 

The capt a i n was r equir 0d t.o cLeck t he we?. · .he r .,i,p ' pr oper· cat'go l (nding , 

but he ncgl ~cted t,o chccK b·tn , the ind ict nent said . 

'Le i nd i ct ment . a~so _cha r ged t.htit .n.c cnpt.o. i 1 a llowed 229 pa ssengers 

(+.h r ; .. ~· per s ons ov ~t· the limitation) t bofu tl the _.ship ; and o.1J.owed ~.bout 

100 pae;sengi1rs to st ... y on de ck , ,hus e ndange ring the s a fety f t he v ~s s':' l . 

The ki ppe r , he inv-nstig:x ion i dica t ed , a so · f :dl ·d to tnk 0 pr e -

ca.iti na 

1 avi rt t aha . 

~ ne- <1fU {a :it:i..me Accid nt In ui 



~ ~ r; J.F I C S. r I\ r~~; 1\~·iD .~t~i T Pv.•.s 
'fh u r-~ -ic~y , ~-? tfovc.rn_b '; r J.·161.~ 

:,/t\S t.h r: W·)rs t. i.n STtT mr-. riJ.im ~ history . 
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OUTPOST 
N ahn Air Bnne 
?ridny, 17 July 196'4 

SHIPWR1~CK SURVIVORS BUY BQ,"\KS . FDR KlJME 
4 AF r-ffiN ABOt.RD Mif)ORI-MARU 
GIVE Wl~LFARE SHA H.ES TO SCHOOLS 

Schools on Kume Shimn which lost 14 stu:lent.s in the tragic sinking 

c,f the Mi.dori-Ma ru f~rry bon.t 11 months ngo recentl,y- snw their library 

stock sonr, thnnks t.o the "survivors' shares" cl onat. 8d by four U.S. Air 

Force men who were al~o · nboard the ill-fated vessel. 
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Mnj. Enrl n. Rodriguez, commtmder of Det. 2, 623rdAC&W Sq. at Kur.ae, 

presented 588 books worth $418 .36 t,o schoo_l officials in t he nrunes of 

t.he officer and three t.innen i nvolved in the tragedy who have already 

retu med to the Unit ed Stnten.· 

'rhe M1dori.:.Mn.ru sank near Snnd Island just west of OkinnW:.l. on Aug. 

17, 1963, cla llTling t~e lives of 118 persons. Th t;•Se included 14 students 

from Kume schools--10 boys t.t1.1~ 4 girls. 

Also on the boat were Ca.pt. Finis ·E . Drinkwnter, A2C Ed\omrd G. Bnn

croft, A2C Gary D. Litt.le f'.n<l A2C Robert Ostenniller, o.11 enrouto back 

to t heir duty stations e.t. Kume Air Stri.tion. All four were rez~ued after · 

spending up to 18 hours in the water. 

Following t he tragedy, donntion~ and other money provided by t he . 

Gove rrmont of t he R~ Islanda wns pooled and equal "survivors• shares" 

were set up for each of the 143 persons rescued afte r t he o rdeal , including 

t he fo_ur Kume m_en. 

Pr:tor to their respe.ot ive transfers t o. the u.s·., however; t he four 

de cided t o .donnt.e ~t.heir ·ahnt-Eis to a worthy ·cause ;e.s a memento t o t he Kume 



students who l ost th ei r l lves. 

A survey r evealed that t here were 1,922 students in Kume's junior 

nnd s enio r high schools. I t wns rd.so· fourid +.ht'..t. t he schools we re in 

ni;ed of JnJ.-\.'1ne !.3e-Snglish b ooks since nll b ook~ in t.he island r s school 

:::iys t.em exce pt for a f ew in. Kume 1 s Seiiior High School were j_n t he Japanese 

. lungur...ge . 

A connnltt. ee sele ct ed t .he 538 b ooks n nd us ed the full survive rs' 

r, l1n.re s of t he four a inn,rn to pa.y for t hem. · 

Each of t he four men lost !3ome personal possessions in t he ship

wreck. Two of t hem were r eturning from trips to Hong Kong and were 

bringing back radios nnd jewelry. Cnptrdn Drinkwatei- had just picked u p 

·$400 wort h of clothing on Okinawa. The Air Force · reimbursed them partially 

for their losses. 

Lt. Col. Holn.nd L. Wolf•~ , commander of t.he 623rd, wns scheduled to 

. join Major Rodriguez 1.n making the presentation, but hin trip to Kume 

hTIS halted by Typhoon Betty, which WM in the area. at t.he time. 
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OKINAWA PRE-5.S 'l'RANSLATION 
OFFICE OF SffiCIAL INVESTIGATIONS 

Sunday, 18 Aug u:~t 1963 

The Okinawn Times - Nei-ts Article 

PAST MAJOR MARINE DISASTERS IN 'I'HE RYUKYUS 

The pnst major marine disasters in the Ryukyus are as follows: 

/2/ 

l. On 7 December 1952, n Nnha.-•to-Nnse liner, the Shin~~..i Ma ru, 

foundered off Kogcrne Port nt Okierabu I s ln.nd after she had lost her 

balance suddenly. Nenrly 200 p:3rsons on board were drowned. The co.uses 

of the disnster were: Overloading to the capacity of 80 passengers. 

Picking up ru:lditionnl passengers n.fter the police had inspected the boot. 

Leaving in spite of rough went.her. The skipper sailed without n license. 

Only two survived. 

2. On 8 December 1952, the Yneyarua. ~ (40.39 tons) sank off the 

coast of Ugnnznki at Yaeyruna Island. '!he 31 passengers and crew were lost .. 

3. On '29 August 1953, the Baisan ~o-Maru _ sank off the coast of 

Tarruna Islnnd. The 12 crewmen were lost. 

4. On 18 November 1957, the Yusei Mn.ru sank off the coast of 

Yonnguni Island, two hours after spri.ng.ing a leak in her bottan. The 

vessel had 31 people on board, of which ntlnber 17 lost their lives. 

5. On 19 February 1955, the~ Mnru, carrying n full load of 

sugar, left Minnmi Daito Island at 0800 hours for Bnten Port, Okim1wno 

At midnight, she was caught in monsoon winds and .nothing hao been heard. 

from this boat since. '!lle .30 crewmen nni passengers are · still m:tssing. 

6. On 5 February 1958, the Daisnn Nis5hin ~aru:, which ~ad departed 

Daito Islnnd, snnk in a collision with the Akashisan Maru, a Jo.panese bont, 

while ahe was heading tor .Batan Port, Oki.nawn. 'Ihe three crewmen died. 



UFP'l~D '":i'i:'AT-:s nlVIL ADMINIST~TICN QF ? Hf~ RYUKYU$ 
DFfICF:.: OF . .-f' HE HIGH COl':MISSJON:;n 

0F'7ICE JF PUBLIC 1\FFAD.S 
HEWS BE;I_.:21/\SE 63-365 
Angust. 19, 19,;3 

Mn dne c01~ps d:hr e rs r e loc,t .... ~d the ~1idori tfaru a t 11: 15 n.m. todc'~y nnct by 

a ll:15 ;1,. rr: . +.oday t.he l-iidori. M~.ru was relocate d .in c.-;)rroximn..i._, e ly 

i t. ~o <i i ffi c·11t. for ~-h e. rliv·:. rs t.h,...:t. r e covery oper.: ~.i ons 1:10 re forces t o 
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De s!:'IH.e tl-iP. e1p•rent s which rire c0ntinuou::;iy shifti ng t he su~1kcn ship, 

div.ir s resumed -f:.heir perilous work a -t-. 1:45 p. m. rtnd recovered ~-wo ;\dditional 

L'!.' -1962 , c"l 100-foot. ve gs el. Hr. Freddy t-teyl0't', rt ·c.ivllhn en !')loved by 

tJSA'l'G, is t.he senior dive.,. , en.pt.a.in of ~he t .uzboa.t. is ~uf.1TnJo Flnres , a 

Filipino pn.t.ionP-1 employAd by· USA'I'G. 

Additional dive~s from t he Gov-?~ant of 4:.he ~yukyu I sl!L ds are · 

nl~o ~eported t.o be connuct,ing · recoyery ope-r:rt.ions i n the n-rea from nbonro 

By ida-rtcmoon today, it wns not known h<"M lon 

W'ould eoritinue. 



UNITED STA'J'ES CIVIL ADMDl' I STRA'J'ION OF 'T'HE T{YlJKYUS 
OFFICE O:<' 1'}-W, HIGH COMHISSION:i:R 

OFFICE OF PUBLIC 1\FFAIRS 
1'\'EWS ~rnAs.s: 63-370 
AUf?:USt. 22, 1963 

N.'.'..h n. , Oki~nw,1, Aug. 22---The large st ni r-sen r escue-recovery 

operat.ion in Okinawn' s pe<'.cet.ime h i ~t ory en.me t,0 n close on Aug~ 20 

n.nd tunerican nwj Ryukyuan offic:i.n.1s a r-e reviewing t.he~r e fforts. 

'I'he u .. s. Forces--Arm.y, t.t0.vy , Air :Poree and Mnrlnes--in calling 

123 

off the ope !"('.tion, s n.id they were prep:1. "l"f~d t .o continue t.o a Mist. · in any 

·re~idual senrch in which their pe r sonnel and equipnent cnn be properly 

used. 

As of 10 p.lll . t odny, the ::mrvi vor figure st.ood at. 144 out of tm 

estimated 256 pe:r!X)nS nboard; 83 bodies h t tVe be?.n re .covered, and at 

).east 29 persons nrB still missin.g, a probable ctea.t h toll of 112 persons. 

Triggered _by the tragic sinking of the 300-ton fld<iori Mnru 18.5 

kilometers wes-t:. of ffaha on Aug. 17, t he four-day joint military and 
. I 

civilian rescue-recovery o;:>erntion wrote a new cha pter in Amerlcan

Ryukyuan/ cooperation and courage. 

Coorofon.ting t.he gi.nnt effort was the 33rd Air Rescue Squadron (A'RS), 

Nnhn Air Bn.~e (NAB}, under the camnnnd of Lieutenn.nt Colonel Robert P. Ash. 

An ove.r-,.1:\ll t.otnl ·or l4 Army, Mavy, Air Force n.nd Mn-rine helicopt.ers, 

four Air Force ~phibious Rfrcroft, n.nd t hree Anny fixed-win~ aircmft 

were involved in search, r escue rind, recovery- missions. These planes 

flew a total of nppro~t-ely 140 ~ur s, with the major effort on 

saturoay nnd Sunday, ·Aug.17-l.8. 

Aircraft involv:ed incl\lded four amphibi ns 'and ·t.wo helicopters of 

five h8licopters and three 
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U.S. A.rmy, !:?).'l.lky11 Isll'.nds, Flight Det.<"-chmerit an<l the 173m Brignde 

(Airborne), Hrunby Ar.my .Airffold; four helicopters of Mn.,...ine Afr Group 

16, Fut.enrnn; two helicopters o f the 51st. Air Bc".l.SA Group , ~TAB, nnd one 

helicopte r of the U.S. Nn.vy' s inJ-5, Detacl'unent Brnvo, st.C'..t.ionccl .-1t 

Hnhn Air Base. 

'l'he nircr-:l.ft were directly involved in rescuing 37 persons -1.nd t he 

:recovery of one body. Despit e the u~Je of 21 nircraft of six different 

types engaged in ;tn eme rgency situation in mnr-ginnl wM.th·er in a r e5tricted 

area, there lfflre no nccidents. 'I'his, snid Lt. Col. Anh, i s the result of 

profes ~ionn..1 ntti t.ude, magnificent. t ra.ining, courage, nnd a high dogree 

of coope~tion _between the four militr-~ry· seMrices. 

!lough sens prevented the amphibians _frCTr. fan.cting in the dis:).st.er 

aren. These ::ri. re r-a.ft flew top cover, coordinated the helicopter act.ion, 

nssist~d in directing surface croft in the · ::1.ren. and lit the scene with 

fln.res :ifte~ dnrknes~ foll to ent.tble the search to continue until mid

night. '!'he Nava l Hr facility nlone provided 275 flares. 'I'he runphib

tnns ~nd the other fixed-wing ai:remft continued the search · mission 

rlurlng the next three days • 

. Sma ll helicopters shuttled rescued per9ons from t:!"le wnter to unin-

-h8.bi ted Snnd Island, z½ ~ile9 _ from the disnster o. rea; lnt~r these persona 

were ph'leed abo'1rd larger helicopters a nd tnken to Nnha ld.r Bn.se, while 

others were taken by bont. to Nnhn nnd 'I'olJ'.1,llri ports •. 

La~e he licopters were able t,o hnul in greater nttnbersof survivors 

~nd trnnsport them d.irectly to Vaha , Air Ba~e. At Mn.hr.. Air Base , the 

9urvivors were give"'l _ immediate .m~dieal enminations, tre;lf.tment, if necessary, 

·refre9hffient s nt.. a dini.ng haU, ru,rl t,hen tnk,m to Ryukyua.':' hospit9,lfj• 

Surface c~t opern ·ing in t he 

) 



Milit:-try Sen '11!-:\nsportut.ion s~rvice (HSTS) shipn, seven '.J oS. Anny Truns

p0rt..nt:.io n Group (USt'l'G ) v,1 ~seH', and 71 Gove~ent of t:.h1.=.- Ryukyt1 Isl..1.n0s 

(c?U) ,'\nd privnte craft. , ope !(l.t.ing m'Jstly from N;:ih.:i nnd Torrtc.1.ri ports. 

This c0mbined fleet r e scued ~.he maj,) "'1.ty of survivors nnci re covered 

mn.ny of +-.he d~nd du ring t,h":! first two dc..ys 0f the o per;it.ion. 

Ame rican militn'l."Y nnd cJ.vilinn divers, R.Jrukyun.n dive rs employed by 

USA'TG nnd GRI d:i.ver9 bega n recove ry ope r -1t ions from \he sunken shi·;') on 

}fondny, Augo 19, ~nd cont.inw=~d t h rough th ?J next dny • 

During t.he · high point of diving opemtions on Aug . 19, n.t least 39 

divers W9re ope-rnt.ing simultnneously; of these, ~5 were milit~ry , 12 

we re A.me 1_11.Cc'.1.n ci vili~n or Ryukyun.n employees of 'JSATG, nnd t .wo were 

from the GRI. 

However, the tot.al number of divers involv8d at varying times during 

the ope-rP.t.ion included 25 divers from t.he 1st S~cial I<'orces, 12 A.rne rican 

~nd Ryukyuan civilian employees o.f USATG, 10 from the GRI, il.nd s i,c divers 

from Hq Bnt.tn.lion, t.h ,~ 3rd Service Battalion, ~nd the 1st Communications 

(Provisional) Compa.ny, '3.rd Marine Di1rision. · 

Diven were operoting in f~m 80 to 100 feet ?f -i-1titer .:1.nd a gainst 

terrific odds.- Powerful underi..tat.er currents continually shifted the 

sunken· ship, impet"iling the lives of the divers. Shortly o.ft,er 1 p.m. 

on A~g. 19 t.he cur-rents became so vicious thnt oper.-~tione were inter

rupted; however, divers resurood t.heir_ work within _ the hour. 

By the afternoon of Aug. 20, the <livens ha~ y-ecov8red 62 bodie e 

· from t.he hull of the Mid~ri Ma.ru, 1:}·1,l t.hnt remained· in the ship. Diving 

reeover,v operations ~ere then called of.f • 

The GRI .estimt\.tes that R~n crew3 in i ts . surface fleet tot4led 

1-,065_. nnd 692 policemAn wer; : involved in trnnsfer,ing the 



survi v0r~ :'lnd t h P. dead frorr. bods t.o hospita ls; t.h ~ po Hee nlso ha hdled 

veh i cle nnd c r(rwd cont rol :i.n t .he port .:n·;~;tg a nrl n.t hospit~ls. 1-fo re t.han 

222 l1,yukyur.ms were 5.nvo}v ed in :i.de!:1t.i fic:ltion work, incl~ldinr, JJJO police

m';n, 30 physici ri.m; , ·12 nu ::-se!1, ri. rid ,:m · un::l ct9:rmined numbP- r o f GRI e mploy0es. 

'11he '33d 1\HS er.timc:i. t Bs t.t-1~t t'..ppr oxjm?.t.ely '300 U .s. Fo'l'."ce~ pers onnel 

were involved in the op•Jm t ion on Aug . 17, inc l uding pel'sonncl of the lJ.So 

Army Honpitn.l runbulances. Howevet', there is no count: o.f theh.mdr-eds o f 

othei:--s involved throughout. t.he ope rot.ion, i.Y1 clu:iing t.rl rcrc.ft. e round crews 

t.'-nd co')ro1nat.ing offlcials of the four miH .1,r ,v s e r,rices. 

S<w eral Office of thA High Commi::;nione r- personnel, incluriing those 

1;f the Public Sn.fety nncl Public Henlth _ nnd Welf:.i.1·e Depa1~tmerit. s , were in

volv0d 1n necessncy cooroinllt.ion with t.he mu nnd the milit ary se!'Vic e s. 

But there w111 neVf:!r be n count of the unknown tlnd unsung °R.YlL~yuans and 

A.mericAns who cont ri.buted in countless small but irnport,n.nt wny!J to the 

s<\d but shining rescue n.nct recovery operr-.tion. 



WORLD'S WORST PUt--TNERS 

OKINAWA MORN ING S'l'AR 
Mondny, 19 August 1963 

First of nll we cnn be thankful for some mngnificent intemationnl 

cooperation on the part of the Americans nnd the Ryukyuc~ns thnt the 

majority of the passengers nbo.:\rtl the Midori-mnru we re snved after sa t ur

dny afternoon's maritime trogedy. 

The energy and resourcefulness displayed by the police, helicopter 

crews and surfnce craft rescue workers were mntched only by the stoicisn 

of the persons who were :riescued. 

In honest · retrospection, however, we can •t help but concl\Xle thnt 

the Okinawans are the world's most inspired 110sm1e !'.rt iste nnci t.he world's 

most diamal planners. · Thnt some 271 pe.ople c~,uld flounder in the sea 

within sight of Okinnwn for four and n hnlf houro without cnusin~ comment 

sets scm3 sort of a record for cnsualne5s. 

Among the questions to be asked in the wnke of n ship sinking within 

sight of land and the subsequent loss of · an urrletermined m.nnber of lives 

nre t he inevitable queries into the safety practices followed by the 

operators of the ship. 

J~J-.ll\n regaroa itself as a leading maritime nntion. Okinawan leaders 

regard the J£q:nnese· na · th~ source of nil wisdom. Were the operators of 

the Midori--maru foll.owing the inspired leadership of Japnnese seM1nnship 

-when they managed t9 _capsbo their o~t on a_ relatively calm day a.nd 

within sight of oho~?-

Where wile, th$ rescue · equipnent that would nonnnlly be ~rri~ by a 

-------
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~hip wh:i ch is nopa rent.ly li censed to C<'\rry up to 256 paying p:.1.nsenge r:1? 

Oper~1tors of ev (-m the smalle8t plensure croft are encoumged to carry· 

flnres nnd smoke signals aboard nlong with survival equiµnent- for all 

passengers. Presuming t.hnt simple r adio equiµnent Wll.S beyond the nbility 

of the operot ors of the Midori-maru to mnint. r.dn in sound working condition, 

were mnoke fll\res nls o beyond the reach of the operators of the croft? 

Every boating season brings the rescue of hapless outboard motor craft 

owners and runnteur sailors. The rescue is acc001plished within sight of 

land nnd usually ns the result of flare distress signals. Still, a ship 

carrying 271 persons mysteriously foundered within sight of land and the 

plight of the passengers went unrecognized for four nnd a half hours. 

Anyone who hns been a pc1ssenger r.bonrd nny of the smnller commercial 

croft which ply the waters between Okinnwa and the islands to the north 

nnd south including Jl'l.plln is bound to have experienced twinges of uneasl

ness when he inspected the safety equiµnent ab~nrd these craft. 

Life boat arrl life raft launching devices are usually so clogged 

with layers of paint that crewnen .«:>uld be required to blnst in oroer to 

free thls life saving genr from the mother ship. Endless miles of rotten 

line is attached to these craft. Attempts to untie these lines from their 

apparent permnnent moorings usually discloses that the original lmot tied 

by the ship builder is still in place. 

As the result of generations of receiving the mill reje,cts and the· 

tngenda of equipnent from Jnpan, the people of the Ryukyus have become 

eome of the world's greatest artists in patch work. Once a piece of 

equiµnent hns been received in the Ryukyus, it becomes the immediate 

object of n iife of cannibalization. As elements wear out they nre re

placed by makeshift components which are themaelvea the reject5 of other 

2 
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ob9olete machines. Mnintenance of equiµn ent under these circumstance:J 

is something of a nightmare. 

So i s it with S?.fety equiµnent nbonrd mnny of the is land t s seagoing 

croft. Snturday' s trogedy is proof of t his content.ion. 

Saturday's rescue efforts on behalf of the passengers of the M.idori

maru we re a masterpiece of communit y coope:rn.tion . The ci rcumntances which 

surrounded the need for the rescue show poor plo.nning by. members of the 

co?rn'nunity who a re responsible for t he snfety of pn.ssenger.s aboard commer

cial. ocenn-going cruft . 

·, 
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Okinnwn Time~ - Commenta ry (Tonight's Topic Column) 

RZSCUE ACTIVTIIES OF AMERICAN MILITARY 

125 
RYUKYU ISili.NDS 

There is n TV progrrun called 11The Eighth Rescue Squad" which d en.ls 

with rescuing from the jaws of death someone who hns fallen into n dam 

or is pinnP-d in a heap of DCrop iron nnd is unnble to free hL"'1U3elf. It 

is a story· in which men of · 1:.he rescue squad b:rnve dnnger nnd help persona 

out of danger by cool judgement. In the procesD of the rescue work, one 

feels a thrilling mrnpense. These men appear· to be very well trained, 

and their composed activity inspire9 the onlookers with confidence. 

In Red Chillc.'\ nnd Soviet Russin, a stock epithet "heroic'' is nttnched 

to everything. If one were to follow this way of reasoning, the nctions 

- of the Rescue Squn.d a.re certninly heroic, but on looking nt the TV progrrun, 

one does not feel any heroism. '!'hey seem to be doing things most naturolly. 

After the end of war, nnd since we began to live in the srune communities 

with the Americans, we have nlways admired the Americnn rescue nctivities 

a nd we are deeply moved by their humanitarian spirit. 

Whenever there is nn emergency case in an outlying isla.nd and adequate 

medical treatment cannot be obtained, the American nuthor:it,ies, in response 

to request for assistance, send out helicopters to make a mercy flight, 

and the sick person is taken to an appropriate private hospital, or to 

the Anny Hospital in certain cases, so as to give the best medical treat

ment possible. We have seen many of t,hese merc;r flights and have more or 

less become Uln\ll'le to them, but the rescue. work still continues ·without a 



bren.k . Th e people wh o receiv ed such help must certninly be grateful. 

Several years aft er the end of the war, n big fire broke out in t,Tahno · 

Soon n l n. rge crowd gn.thered, but they could <lo nothing but cren.te con

fusion. Th en American 3ervicemen hho nrrived on t he scene of the fire 

immediately bega n combating the fire in ear-nest , wh:U.e other servicemen 

who hnppened to come by took of thei r coats •llnd participt\ted in the- fire 

fighting. At first, it was thought thnt they were fighting the fire for 

the thrill of it, but the people I s curiosity soon tu med into admiration 

at the sight. of their devotion to the fire fight ing. A.fter the fire 

was brought under control, they helped clear the debris as if it wl\s 

the most nnturnl thing to do, nnd went away i.n n.n oroerly ml\nner, without 

even so much an a trill!llphc:mt look. 

In the case of the disastrous sinking of the Midori...V-.aru, the .Amer

ican rnilitnry sent out more thnn 20 helicopters nrd rescue pln.nes and 

cooperated in the .senrch for survivors of the disaster. It is rei:x>rted 

that they will keep on searching while there is still hopo. The humMism 

backed by the Christ.inn teachings has become n strong bnckbone among the 

American people. Although it may be nothing to them, we wish to take our 

hat:, off. 
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OF?I CE vF ruBLIC AFFAI~B 
Mon<lny, 19 August 1963 

1'he Okinnwr. ~ (evening edit.ion) - ~-rews Art.icle 

SIX't'Y-ON1: SCH 0OL C'.-lI LDRB't'! A.l-10NG 'l' llli MISSrnG 

The Okinawa 'i'enche r9- Asgocint.ion (O'l'A ) held .'.'. co '.:'. ro m ... ~eting this . 

momirig :md decided t o send condolAnce t.elegrl\ffis t o· t!'!c m-:iyors of Naka

zat.o 1rnd Gushikn.wn Son nnd surviving frunily 1nt~nber8 of school children 

and t.enchers victimized in the Midori ~ disaster. 

The OTA nlso decided to develop an extensiv~ movement for aiding 

these . frunilies by collecting 50 cents from the t.e nchers, 10 cents from 

unt,rnrsit.y nnd senior ·high school students, n.nd three cents from elemen-

t~ry and junior high school pupils . 

A survey conduc t.ed by ·the etrA secret.urint reveals that of the 107 

school children who were on bonrd the ~~ ~, 43 suriived, three 

died, and 61 nre !Ili3sing; while of th~ 12 teache rs, six survived n.nd 

six are missing. 



OKU.T.1.WA PctF~S3 TRA !SLA',~ION 
·!JNIT'ED STA'r.S _CIVIL ADMINIS'T'HA'"ION OF THE RYUKYU I SU\NDS 

OFFICE OF ~UBLIC APFAIRS 
Mondny, 19 ~ugust 1963 

'T'he l1yukyu Sh imP? (cv011ing edit.ion) - He w5 Article 

fu-.:Wt INS . OF S'SA DISASTET?. 1TJCTms FOUND 

Diving opem:f: ion ,..;ns r-eswned t,his morn i ng to !lnbrage the sunken 

i.-fidori Maru. According to T.imes re porte r KillWYOSHI who took p.'\rt in 
. the senrch nbonrd ·a 18-ton fishing vessel, a military tug nnd several 

locnl vessels were s een nt t.he spot of the disnster todny, and 18 mili

t.~ ,-y nnd 8 local cUvers took pnrt in the operation~ The sea wns calm 
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but t.he tidal current . flowed fnst, with the result somEJ time wns r equired 

· before the location of the sunken vemrnl wn.s confirmed. At 11: 50 n.m., 

I KEDA Hiroshi, n 32-yenr-old diver, Cl'.me up n.nd reported that. he found 

t h~- bodies of two girls o.nd two boys. Becnuse of the rapid current, 

however, the removnl of the bodies from the vessel was postponed until 

low t ide this nftemoon. Meanwhile, military divers hnd removed 8ix 

bodies ( t hr~e rrinles nnd three femnles) from the vessel n.s of noon today. 



OKIPA't!A PR2 SS TR/1JTSL\mION 
UN IT;;D STA1.'E3 CIVIL J\ DMINIS7HATION _ OF THE 1YUKYU I 3U , lDS 

OFFICE OF PuBLIC AF?AIRS 
i~ondny, 19 August 1963 

_ Ryukyu Shimpo (ev r-ming edition) - "'1 ews hrt.icle 

MAR.INE .DISAS'T'SR rnqu rnY WA1.D r-LS~'l'S TO LAUiJ CH rn-, !1:STI~A1' ION 

128 

1'he Marine Dba ster Inquiry Bon.rd met t<Xlay to di~ cuss arrnnge

ment.s for t-.h0 investigation of the Nidori ~ i ncider.t. Tl-1e bonrd 

int..:mcls to h['.ndl e the c n.se with prudence, ns the incident. i s th~ most 

serious since th e> boa.rt!' s est~bHsh.'Tle nt. in 1952 . The board was · planning 

to hear the circumstances at t.he time of t.he a ccident f rom Skipper ? ISHI-

Kh Jii<U, bu~. since he is 3till in a s t ate of mc-mtcl. confusion , the tor;.rd 

decided t.o st.~rt wit.11 the cre¼men a nd rx:tssenge rs . 

It i s snid t hat. it wi:!..l take n long time t o b 1.·ing t .-.e deta ils of 

the case to light d ue t o shortn.ge of th8 invest,ign.ting offi.cials nn<l t he 

seriousness of the incident. 

I 
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OKWAW1\ ?TIBSS TRA, 1SU TION 

u~; rrs D STA'l'ES CIVIL AD~:rnISTl1ATION OF 't'ff6 R'illKYU ISL!\NDS 
OFFIC3 '")F PUBLIC A?FAffiS 
Tuesdny, 20 .uguf3t B63 

The Okinnwt\ Ti1~ - ( e vening editi on) - News Art.icle 

F'JLL-SCAL~ POLICE I VES'l'IGI 'f' I 0N PIA NN-SD ON MIDOi-tI MAl:W CASS 

It. is reported t hnt the "Midori Ma:r;u Disnst e r Gu,,_".rd He n.dqunrters
11 

established in 1raha Police 3tc'.t.ion will compl ete t.he re covery of bodies 

by the 20t.h, nncl ~tart iiwestignt ing n.cting capt. ,:1.in KAJIKO SHEW of the 

- sunken ve ssel and ot he r persono concerned. 

At nn inte rview with a ~ reporter , GR.I Police Heruiquarters Chief 

AR i\KAKI Shukuju sdd t hn.t t he spot inves~nt.ion may stnrt tryJay with the 

pc.'\:rt.icip[•,tion of the procurator's office, a nd upon completion of the 

inve stigation, persons concerned will be invesl:,igated . 

Asked if the re were nny e rrors in th.:; officfo.1 inspection by n 

police~'\n concerning t he excessive numbe r of passengers , t he police 

ch i e f snid t _hat an invest i gntion on t his point indi.cnted there were 

no e rrors. 



OKIFAWJ\ P~ES3 'I'nJt;1JSLATION 
mni'~~D S'I'A1tS CIVIL AWiINISTRATION 0F nr: '1YUKYUS 

O?FICc: ·rw ~UBLIC AP:'AIRS 
Tuesday- , 20 Au3-ust 1963 

llyukyu ShirnfX? ( evening 1d ition) - news Ar ticle 

'I'S: Cf-E'1S A. SSCCIA 'T'ION lITT Jr,3 THJ!'.r,OU'}H IN ::JH lY lt:'T'J HIDOTU Wd1U DLSASTSR 
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1'h2 Okin;'.wf'.. Teachers l-1. nno cintion ye s t. e r<lay he ld rm w e r g rmcy bmwd 

The st ,,t<::ment noted t hn.t U~P. vict iins o f the diMste r :include six t cnch e r R 

rmd more t h c1.n 6J pupils and st udents who n.re miss~_ng , rn1ct expressed 

condolence t o t.h e bereaved familie s. 

'T'he s tnt.ement n•)t.ed that _t. he sen dinnst8r did no t. seerrl to have b een 

unavoidabl e nnd said , "~·le cannot ove rlook t he hnphc'. Z<'.1 rd rra11<1. gement of 

the outlying i9lnnd ship ping s ervice a nd c ommercinlism of the shipping 

compnnies. The re f o re , we urge t.he authorities conce m ed nnd t he s h i pping 

compnnie s to r e f le ct u pon thmnselv cs, prob e thoroughly into t._he cn.us-3 

of the disnst,e,.•, a nd t nke d1.vtst ic !nensures for the preventi o n of s:iJnilc1r 

incidents. We nlso r eque5t thn t adequ;i.te compen!Jc::.t.ion be p:.1 id t o t he 

vie i.u1s. 11 

rr,he statement coPGluded by exp :-ecsi1 g sincere npprecl.:ttion for the 

devot~d rescue ope rnt ion of .niHtmy and Ryukyu~n persons concerncdo 



OKPiAWA ?P~~ss 'l':l AL':'3LA'f' ION 
;_nu:rsn STJ,TSS CIVIL ;\ D:-iil\!ISTR.A'i:'ION Or' !.'r:.i; T?.YUKYU ISIJ,NDS 

OFFIG 0. t-'VGLIC Af-FAIR.S 
Tue sdn.y , 20 Au,~st 1'763 

Okirn1w.1. 'l' imes ( r:vening ,~d:i.tion) News t-.rticlc; 

S:~'EN )RSAi'JI Zi/T'IONS 1.ISF: UP FOR m·~LL F "'F MIDO!U KA.:-w ncrrrns 

SeYen o rg~ri zc1.t. ions i n ?foh['. City md. yesterdri.y to discuns ~elie f 

m1;asures for the Hidori M2. -cu vid.ims , nnd deci ded on the following 
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r elief me.J.su1-es. 'l'hr:: Okin.'lwn Socinl Welfare Council will a cce pt onat ions 

of money rt11d goods unt il the erYJ of th e month with t,hH cooptnn l·.ion of its 

brnnches in vnriou8 locnlitic s a nd t.he mass ccmrn.unicat.ion media·. '1'h e 

Kanlr.oro (Government Employee s Unions · Federo.tion) will carry out n 

similar cnmpn.ign from t.h8 20th t o t ho 26th by seeking monetnry ·and 

materie l cont r lbution of nll gove rnment employees . The Okinnwn 're nchers 

s socfatio n will 3eek contributions of s chool sup pl ie s in ndditi o.n t o 

monetfiry donations. · 

MorAove r, the Okinnwn. Youth Council, the Okinn.wn. Shi- Cho-Son Yip.yors 

Asnoci:1.tion , Okinawa \ohrnen I s_ Federation, nnd . t he PTA Fede rat ion will 

hold t.heir respective ·generol meetings a round the 20th and present. relie f 

· mc,ney t o t he Tictimso 



OK INAWA PRESS TRAFSLATION 
UIH'tED STA'T'ES CIVIL Ail·HiOSTRA'l.'JO't{ OF Th'S qy JKYU ISI.ANDS 

1FF'ICE O? PUBLIC AF~AIRS 
1'uesd,•.y , 20 ,\ugust · 1963 

Hyukyu SM.moo - News Artic l e 

COLLECTIO!i! OF r;oN'i'RIBUTION PR:::rAw;~D IN KiiNSAI MlE.4 
FOR S1,~A DISAST :-:n VICTIMS 

/3Z 

Kansai ·- Mori:? than lCO ,000 Ok.inn.wnn~ -r·eGiding in Osnka nnd Hyogo · 

Prefc .:t.ure s n re ri.wnit.ing n detailed r eport on t.he "Midor:i Nnru disaster11 

wit h n.n unensy f eeling . The Okin.:iwn Pre fect..urnl People ts hssocin.tion 

in Osr~ka yeste rday sent t.c: lee;·mmz of symi:x'\t.hy to t:.he mayors of N,: k n.znto 

and Gushikn.wn-Son in KunH:; jima. 

The association hn.s decided to stn.rt collec t ing contributions upon 

l earning de tails of t.he disast e~i,. 

The ,~ccident wns t op-played nnd reported in detail by t.he Jnpane 9e 

new5p:-tpe rs. Uµon rending the report in the 18 August. morning edition, 

some 50 members of the Kumejimo. Nat.ives Associntion gn.t.hered nt the 

home of the assoc:intion chai-nnnn n.nd nwnited the radio and TV news with 

an uneney f eeling. The Knnsai Branch of the Ryukyu Shimpo is flooded 

with inquiries from peroons concemed. 



YI' . PR.fl.IS'i'S F0RC:;;s 
F.:11 t1.r.scw AID 

PhCI.FIC STARS N·m STRIP.:i:S 
Wednesdny, 21 Augunt. 1963 

S&S Okinrlwn. Burenu 

'MAHA, 0ld.nnwn--Se is1'..ku 0tn, chief executive of t.he Ryukyu Inl.n.nds , 
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'l'uesd~y s ent. n letter t.o Lt. Gen. Paul W. Cam.vf'.y, u.q. high com.TJ'_i.sslone r, 

t,hnnking hlm for t.h~ n.nsi~t.nnce of U .s~ ~·o"!"ces in r <~ scu0 ope!"n.t.iona f or 

nurvivo~ of t .h8 }adori Mr . ."ru disr-..ster Snturdny ri.n<l Sundny. 

'1"he 320-ton ferry snnk about 8 mile s west. of fhhn. Sat.nrd!".y with 270 

persons f\bo,~rd, 0f whom 140 were rescued . Sixty-three bod ieq hn.ve been 

· recoVPMd, but mon~ t .hnn 50 nr-e nt.ill missing. 

In his let.t.~r, 0tn. expressed h en.rt-fe lt. t.hnnks f or the whole- h0nr-ted 

help b:r the U.S • . 4rmy, t,tmry, Mn-rine l\nd Air •Fo-rce ln the search , rescue, 

m"'d mP,d ie:'1-l t ren.tment of survivors. 

111'he unprecef.ient.cd sen disn.5ter gave us n. ~rent· shock, 11 the letter , 

said . 

"I ·can find no ndequnte words to expre~s my npprecfa.t.ion for your 

deep concern in the dioaster shown in your · stntem ent. (issued Sunday). 

"Pl.ease imµ'1.rt my deepest thanks to all personnel who devotedly 

joined t he rescue operations. 11 

c(1 



7 NAlfA CR5'NS 
JO IN AIR SEARCH 

OPERATION OUTPOST 
N aha Air Base 

Friday, 23. August 1963 

_ 'rhe following crewn from tha 33ro Air Rescue Sq and the base flight 

section parl:i.cip.ated in the three-day search for survivors of the sunken 

Mido ri-Mn rui 

33rd ARS 

134 

HU-16--Cnpt. Jamen F. Chubner, Toledo , Ohio; Capt., Chnrles S. Myers, 

North Urnberland, Pa.; Cnpt. James E. ~eincke, Wanakoneta, Ohio; SSgt Donald 

G. Scott, Timberl.nke, S.D.; SSgt Anthony C. Johnson, El Dora.to, Kan. 

HU-16-Capt. Dale A. McGuire, Barstow, ·calif.; lat Lt. Richard D. 

Hoover, Lakeworth, Fla..; lot Lt. Raymond L. Lebs.ick, ¥.issoul--., Mont.; SSgt 

Bobby L. Lamb, Churleston, s.c.; SSgt Franklin D. R. Saunders, Hedgesville, 

W._-Va..; MSgt. Ted R. Hawkins, Buffalo Cove, tl.C.; SSgt. Charles W. Hoell, JI•., 

HU-16--Maj. Thomas J. Lunn, Bowden, Okla.; Capt. Ralph H. Angstadt, 

Fleetwood, Pa.; 1st Lt. Willirun w. Michael, Tacom~, Wash.; SSgt Galvin R. 

Gill; SSgt John J. Kootecka, Wost, Tex.;· TSgt. Paul L. Jenkins, McGehee, 

Ark.; AlC Dudley R. Peckinpaugh, Evansville, Ind. 

HH-19--lst Lt. Michael c_. Termery, Downers Grove, Ill.; 1st Lt. Goroon 

L. Hall, Ashtabula, Ohio; -AlC Eddie D. Smith. 

HH-19-capt. Robert w. Davis, Middlesex, N.J.; Capt. Lucian A. Gunter, 

Norfolk, V~.; SSgt Oavj,.d H~ Blouin. -

5lst Air .Base Gp. 

us-capt. Charles o. Ba.thmo.n, AlC R. A. Ely, ~Sgt.· J. c. ·Oom1. 

P~\ll H. · Schnucker, A2C J. _ p·. c. F. James. 



OKHU-.'.-U. PR.SJS 'P_FU, rsLJ,.'T'IQ J 
CFFICE OF FUBLIC AFF jlIRS 

.. 

Un: ted St.d.r·:s Civil Actn1in.:i s -f:.rnt.ion of the flyllk.fli I c ln~·idu 
St'..t.:J.rdny, 2-lt- Auf,ust 1963 

The Ryukyu Sh ~ - Crn1mentar.1 

VOI'E CF GHJ\'!'ITULE TO Tl~ U, S . FORGES 

The Iegisl,1.t.ure . has .r:i.dopted n re solution t 0 expre ;3s co!1dolence to 

th8 vict.i~:• s of the Hi (lori-Mc..ru disnster . fucnuse i t ·wa s n. d isaste r 

which took r1. toll of r:-.o re thn.n 100 pe rsons , the :cesol ution :1.dopted by 

the Lc gifll t:+.ttre j_,. very timely, by way of r.:ourning over their d e 1.th . 

At this point, it mny be n g oo-::i idea to <.l.dopt. a resoli.ltion of 

s r :>.titude f or t he spe cbculn. r rescue oper:\tion of th(; U.S. Force '.:,, All 

inhn.bitm1t. s of Okinm-ra unnni.rr1ou3ly recognize the 9plendid re scuc or:e r ".t io 1 

of the U.S. forces in the Hid ori-?-1--..ru di sast.e r. The rescue of 141~ sur-

vivors and t-he :recovery of 83 bodie~ out of mor e thnn 250 pr; rsons nbor~rd 

t.he 1~idori-Hnru wa s due to t he j oint search effort or" the Ckinaw£:.ns and 

the U.S. forces, but it. i s without doubt that such · good results could · 

not hn.ve been atte.ined without the cooperotio·n of the U.S. forces. 

Fourteen helic?pters of the U.S. A1~ey, Nnvy, Air Force, nnd Marines, 

four Air Force amphibinn pln.nes , nnd three Army plnnes took pnrt in 

the rescue operation, in addition to th~ participation of nine military 

vessels, ~cores of diver~, doctors nnd nurses, who t ended to the needs 

of the wenkened survivors. This is ·a manifestntion of the traditionol 

Americlln human:i.sm. It iz n. beautiful posture of Americnn oerviccmen, 

who come runnin_g fr<m whemver they were, to man the aircraft, s aying, 

"'Whore hur.nn life ls -· concerned, it is ·worth sendlng out _ plrines even o~ 

n rumor." We npolnud their good deed nnd offer gratitud~ for .their 



r escue n~tivities. 

Up till now, countles s Jive s we r e s nved by mercy fli ghts of the 

U.S . Forces from Yacy;.-1rrtn. , l✓J_ yr'..ko , D~ito I s ln.nd s , n...Y1d other outlying 

islniids. To the se mon l".ncl vtome n, t he milit.nry nrcraft are · 11 ~·r.ings of 

onlvc.t.ion," whi10 t.he pilcts who fl ew the me rcy flight~ are their 

benefact:.or.s. W-nere human life i s ccncerned , the U.S. military plnnes 

even br[!.Ve bnr.l wen.the r . Th <=! U.S. force!:> e ngo.ge in rescue work, clinre

gn:rding their own fntigue and n.t the risk of their own lives. I t. .seems 

to us that the Goverrurvmt. of the Ryu.~yu Islands should e.xprens grG,tit.ude 

t o the Ame ri cnn mili tnry, r e pre sent ing the Okinuwnn pc ople • 

· -,ti 



OEINA1tlA pn~3s T1J,\'SLA'f' ION 
. lJN:;:T .. D ST,\'~ '3 CIVIL r~UMINI:3 nJTION \. F 'I'HS RYUKYU I SL!~1ms 

,) F:-' I GS OF PUBLIC AFF'h1R3 
i<ondny , 26 Augus t 190 

. The Ql{ i n['.wn 'T' ime s (evening ed i tion) - ;,Tews : rt icle 

OTA Sh us ei, 64, forn ,e r Cr'..pLri.in of the · su.0ken Mido ri ~, retur n•.3d 

t -') 'Tomari Po rt today ~rom Jc1.pan , board t he Daishichi Kunisachi ~, a 

231 . 7-ton sh i p b elongi ng t o the Sunab e W:1.ter Tr-[t..nsportntfon Comr.nny. 

C::A, i.,,'ho is presentl y ca )t ;iin of the Kunishachi ~, naid that ;-,e ha!> 

bBen l ooking nfte r the wel f r~ re of Cu pt cd n t--1 ISHI KAJIKU ~-; i nce t he ln t.te r 

wt:.s 16 y~ar9 o f 3.ge <'.lnd t :tugh t him the sea life . OTA nlso n ::\id, 11NI3HI

YJtJ I JU is only licen:; e·l t o navign.te sh i ps up t. o 2CO t ons, b ut h e fo n. 

ve er,:m s ki pper , a nd his s kill i s P.s good us n i ne o As cnptain of ships 

on the Sn.v..ishL'Tk:. c.n<l Ag,1ni lin ... ~s, he has considf-:!rab l e experience in 

navign+.i ng the cmn•se wh~rt ti1e Midorl ~ met with di saste r." :fo 

added that Midori Maru was a c0<.'1s_tal defense sh ip of t. he fonne r ,foprmese 

Y.. wy , b ut. +.he body of t he ship 1,ro.s long fo r a 300- t on-cln.!::is v e s s el, and 

H wn.s dlf fi cul .· t o steer the ship. 

/36 
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OKINAWA PRESS TRANSLATION 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

United States Civil AdminJstration of the Ryukyu Islnnds 
Saturday, 7 September 1963 

The Okinnw-n. ~ - News Art icle 

JOINT MEMORIAL ~RVICE FOR MIDORI MARU VICTIMS TO IE HELD 'I'ODAY 
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A joint memorial service for the victims of the Midori Mnru dis

a ster will be held this afternoon at the Kume jinm. High School grounds, 

unde r sponsors hip of Nn.kn.znto-Son , Gushiknwa-Son, locnl t.enchers as soc

iat ion, nrrl Sunabe Kniun (wn.t er trnnsportnt ion company). Also nttending 

t he service will be Civil Achninistra.t.or McCUNE, Chief .&xecutive GrA 

Seisnku, Director OTA Shochi of Administrative Services Department, 

and many other persons concerned. According to the recent announce-

ment of Nuhn Police Station, there are 85 known dead and 27 persons 

still listed as missing as a result of the disastrous sinking of the 

ship. KlJilejima Island, which lost ne nrly 80 school children nnd three 

teachers, observed the first Obon sen.son with deep sorrow.. Incidentally, 

n joint memorial service will be observed at Tanari port on the 10th, 

s pon$ored by Nahn Cit y and Sunabe Kaiun. 



DIVF.i-lli TO m~VISIT SCENE . 
1~.;flliy BO/,T PHOEE CONTINUF~S 

-~ 

PACIFIC STARS AMO S'T'RJPgs 
Friday , 13 September 1963 

NMiA, Okinawn--Tne Gove romcnt of t he Ryukym, police has asked the 
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civil ndministration f or help in int e rviewing milita ry rescue crews nnd 

divers involved in rescuing s urvivors and recovering bcdies from the 

Okinmm ferry boat Mi.dori Mnru whi ch capsized n.nd sank near here Aug , 17, 

Officinls of the Public Snfety Dept. of U.S. Civil Administrnt.ion 

Ryukyus said here Wednesday the police plun to take s ome of the militnry 

divers to th~ scene of the tragedy ngnin for positive identi.ficntion on 

whe re the ship sank, its posit.ion in the water nnd e.x~ctly how the bcxlies 

were recovered. 

Police are conducting n.n intensive investigation on the ill-fated 

vessel which snnk some 50 miles west of here, killing 112 persons . 



OKINAWA PRESS TRANSLATION 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION 
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Unil. ed Stat. es Civil Administrat ion of t he United Stutes 

Wednesdo.y, 18 September 1963 

The Old.naw.'.."I. Times - News Article 

KOKUBJ\. THANKS RESClE SQUADRON 

At tho . regultn• meeting of t he Nnhn Rotnry Club held on 17 Sept ember, 

KOKUBA Kotnro, · presi.dent of the SW1nbe Shipping Ccro.pnny, present ed a 

letter of apprecintfon to Lt Col Ash ( rot a ry club member), Cammnct i ng 

Officer of tho Nnha Air Base Rescue Squndron, for the wholehearted 

cooperation of the squadron in the rescue of the victims of the Midori 

Mnru disnster. 



OKINAWA MORNING STAR 
Friday, _ 20 September 1963 

MIDORI-l-1ARU INQUI!!Y 'TO HEAR MILITARY DIVERS 

A spe_cial board o.f inquiry investignt.ing the sinking of the Midori

mnru--in which 112 persons were drowned--today begins hearing testimony 

of 41 divers of the U.S. militn:ry who probed the sunken ship searching 

for bodies. 

Government of the Ryukyu islnnds police spokesmen said that if the 

investigation produces evidence t.hat·the ship's skipper was responsible 

for the ship1 s sinking he will be charged with negligent homicide in the 

disaster. 

'I'he ship went down Aug. 17 oorne 10 miles west of Nnhn with nearly 

250 persons n.boaro, resulting in the greatest r.ost-wnr nir-oea rescue 

opemtion in·the Ryukyuz. 

The ca.ptnin of the ship wns Shiro rUshikajiku. 
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PACIF'IC S1'AR.S A}TD S'l'RIP? S 
3nt.urday, 21 Septembqr 1963 

DDT:ms 'rES'rIFY IN FERRY- SINKING 

f\ AH.ti. , Okimwn--'T'h~ gov8rnmcnt. of the Ryukyus boft. rd imre st.igr~t.inis the 

~inking of th e Mido1--i Mnru begnn hen.ring testimony Friday from 41 Americnn 

<l ive rs who searched the sunken f ~l'."rybo/\t. for b,:,dies following the lnrgest 

· m,').ri+,ime disaster in t he Ryu.kyus slnce World W;:i.r II. · 

'rhe 302-t ori ferry boat sunk 18 mile s off Mt1.h:1. p0rt. Aug . 17, 

clniming 112 liven. 

A GRI police spokesman sa id t.he interviews wi t h the J\mericnn divers 

n.re to gather additionnl i nfommt i on on t he sinking , believed to ha.v e 

b e en C:".'.used by technical negligence of the ec:.ptnin, Shiro ~,Tishiknjtku. 

The divers nre being inte1"'Viewed i.n groups nnd i t wHl tnke nbout 

a week to complete ·the~ interviews, the spokemm n said. 

Some divers n.re expected to b e t nken t o the scene of t.hiq di s n.ster 

t o e_xnmine +,he sunken ~hip n nd . co~fim statem~nt.s gathered by inveet iga+~ors. 

Fourteen crew membe rs .of +,he Midori ¥u"'lru, including the ec-ptnin, n.nd 

mnny survivors hn.ve already been questioned, t he spokesn1,-'ln snid .• 
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OKINAWA PRESS TRJ\NSl J\ TION 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAI RS 

United State s Civil Admi nistration of t he Ryu~7 u nila tYJ s 
Mor.day, 23 September 1963 ( evening edition ) 

The Okinawa ~ - News Article 

ffiREAVED FAMILIES OF MIDORI MARU VICTIMS 
ORGANIZED TO SOLVE COMPENSATION PROBIEM 

Kumejjmn - A be re c1v-ed families a s sociation for settling the compen

satfon problem of the Midori Maru vict ims was f onned on the 21st at the 

vil lage office of Gush ikawa..;..Son in Kumejl.llk:'l . At the meeting, n f our-

. item res olution wns ndopted for submi:rn ion t o the High Carunl:Jsiom~r, Chief 

Executive, Legisl,..'\ture Sr,eaker, Chief Judge of thP- Mnrine DisP.ster 

Inquiry Bon.rd, Police Department director, n.nd othe r nuthor:it ies con.;. 

cerned. Tl~e resolut,ion asked that the i nvestigntion of the Midori Mnru 

disas ter be conducted properly and f n.irly, adequate compensation be pnid 

for lost lives, eve ry possible .effort be ~nde f or encouraging the grief

stricken bereaved fnmilies, und proper measures be to.ken to prevent t he 

recurrence of similar disasters. 

I 



OKINAWA PRESS TRANSLATION 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

United Stntes Civil Administrnt.ion of the Ryukyu I s lnnds 
Thursdny, 26 September 1963 

~ Okinawn ~ ~ News Art.i cle 

TWO INSURANCE COMPANIES APPLTING FOR SHIP PASSS ~JGER INSURANCE BUSINESS 

The Ryukyu anJ Kyown Fire and Marine Inourance Ccmpnnies, rea~ct

ively, recently submitted to GRI Fimmcial Inspection Bureau en appli

cP--t:. ion for a license to engl'.ge in ship pnssenger compensl\tion linbility 

insurance bus ines£. 

The burenu is now studying the npplicntions, but it is snid that 

there js · n big difference in the premium rate_ nn:l t he mrud.rrP.llll runciunt of 

ccmpensn.tion between the two ccmpanies, n~d the bureau is foced with t he 

problem of how to &!just the differences. The bure:J.u is of the int·ention 

to conduct n cnreful study by mnking reference ton. similar system in 

Jnpan, in view of the strong public nnture of the enterprise. The 

earlier disn.strouQ sinking of the Midori~foru took n toll of 112 lives, 

but no prospect is seen ns yet for payment 6! canpensntion for the 

victims. There is a limitation in the shipping ccmpany• s capability 

to pay such a compensation, nnd the two insurance canprurl.es are planning 

the business -to CO!)e with such a situation. 



F'EP.ltY Ff' , 'f DIVSR3 _U I ZZ:-... D 

? ~ ·:IFIC s r-r t.._ ··t 3 fl TD S "!J. IPES _ 
Fridt\ j' , 27 · 5ept.emb i:; r 1963 

the ferryboat. V.iiiori Mn::r'u hn.s firii shed interviewing Amr.1 ri_cM di·vers -who-. 

ri3cove red bodies from t h8 sunlrnn vessel nrt~r the ·aisl'.st.eT' . 

'f'h e 302-to'1 f e rry'oo:.".t sunk in he 'WY se:'".s s ome 18 mile s weD+ of Jahn 

Aug . 17, cl~imi ng 112 liv~s. 

A p01i cemr\n sy ,l<esman $Aid more th:m 10 of 41 Americnn divers who 

pal'.'ticipnt.ed _in t.hc bo..-ly reco1f8!"J work h ;:w e beP.!'I interviewed, nnd infer-

m-".tion ob+Ained from t"r1em !'lk.'\inly concemed the condition nnd locnt ion of· 

t.h e sunken ship c.nd bodies, nn<l tide curr
0

nt.s . 

'T'he inforrr.ation from th e div8r~, !\long with tcsti.•rtony fmm more t.r,an 

100 survivors, ?rew members, port and company officials, nnd weather dr!tn, 

is to be used in bi'.cking up the police suspic.ion that the trngedy occurred 

n s i'. result of technicnl negligence of the cnp+,n in of the bol'.t, Shiro 

}. ishika jiku. 

Toe police spokesman nlso snid abou_t 70 f}Br cent of t he i .nvestigntion 

hns bee·n completed, _ l'.nd s ome .tunericn.n divers wiU be tnken to the see e 

of t-hB tragedy in the near fut ure to re-examine thP- condition of the 



Mil)ORI PROB.E CONTIN UES 

OKINAWA MORN1J.JG STAR 
Tuesday, 1 October 1963 

Local ship captains enr-; aged in Ryukyuan inter-i sland trade yesterday 

- deni ed charg·es that they are "sai~ing by the seat of their pants 0 rather 

than relyir1g on proven navigational aids. 

The joint anno~cement by the captairls, corru ng irl the wake of a 

· current investigation probing the tragic Midoi'-i.rmaru sinking last month, 

observed t hat all licensed captains here have had at least 10 years 

experience in addition to passing periodic tests. 

They s ald 1 hat when underway t hey rely on their instruments--sextants 

anct compasses-_-and do not steer by intuition. 

Meanwhile, _ it wa·s announced yesterday that s b ip passengers in the 

R.yukyus wi1:l be insured in the future a·s the Goverrnnent- of Ry-'Jkyus and 

two Okinawan insurance companies agreed on a basic plan to provide full 

. coverage to sea travelers. 

The agreement, . reached between tha GRI ·Firtarice Inspection Bureau 

and the Ryukyu and Kyowa insurance companies will provide for a $100,000 

maximum to be set aside in a special fund to cover claims resulting frorn 

a sea disaster with a _ $1,000 maximum designated for an individual-. 

Passengers will be charged a five-cent premium to be included in 

the cost of heir ticket. 



.OKINAWA PTIBSS TRA~SH, 1'IC~~; 
OFFICZ OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

·united St o.t.e s Civil Administ.rn.tion of the Ryukyu I sl an:ls 
Friday , h Octobe r 1963 

The Oki nawa ~ - News Article 

AMBRICAN Lf.GION Pff83SflJTS i400 TC' -FAMILISS 
OF MIDORI ¥i.ARU VICTIMS 

The Americnn Legi on Pod, in Sukiran precent.ed $400 as - cond ol e nce 

money to the bere [l.ved fmn:Llie s of the Midori Mr.r11 victims t hrou;.:1-1 

Deputy Director NAKAYAMA of the GRI Welfare Depnrtment on 3 Octobe r. 

The money which w.us raised nmong t he Anwricun ~gion members will 

shortly be d i stributed to the bereaved fnmilie s. 



· pf .. CIFIG srrf1.BS t,~,rn S'J'RIP"SS 
r•:or.dAy , 7 Octobe r 1963 

cit.ed b'! s eve:r,\l let.te.,_.s of e.pnre cie.t.ion for i.ts heb in the rescue 

OD"-r~ +.ions f O;. !>"-" s ~nge rs of th•- rt isns+,er .-'St ruck 1-iid ori-1•h"' f crryboe.t . 

ut.lv e of the 'l'{llkb"l Islr\nds , comJ!'.<'.'11der , P~cific ldr \1escue Cent.er , and 

'<he l e \. t. ,a '"3 prni s r:d the ski 11 "nd prof e ssion:cli em o.• :-:AG- 16 pe r::;onnel, 



OKINAWA PRF.SS TRANSLATION 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

United States· Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islnnds 
Wednesday, 6 November 1963 

The Okinawa Times ~ News Article (evening edi tion) 

lJlIDORI MARU SKIPPER AND RADIO OPERATOR ARRESTED 

The special investigation office of Naha Police Station, which is 

inquiring into the cnse of the Midori Mnru disaster, this morning arre'sted 

skipper NISHIKAJIKU Shiro, 42, and purser-radio operator ITO_SU Seitoku, 

32, on the suspicion of accidental hooiicide resulting frcm negligence 

of duties .. 

In connection with their arrest, special investigation office chief 

NAGAYAMA stated, 11 The Midori Ma.ru capsized on 17 August. With the 

establishment of the special investigation office on 24 August, the 

police have thus far investigated 93 surv-ivors nnd 47 other persons 

concerned. The police have also made inquiries of other agencies and 

have compiled 16 reports,. As a result, it ha5 beccme clear that the 

negligence of the skipper was responsible for the Midori Maru disaster, 

while questions have arisen in connection with the dispatch of an s.o.s. 

by the radio operator~" 

He added that the investigation of the two will be ccmpleted in 48 

hours, and they i,ill be turned over to the procurator's office. 



OKINAWA PRESS TRANSLATION 
OFFIIB OF PG~LIC AFFAIRS 

United States CiYil Administration of tho Ryukyu Islnnd n 
Thursday, 7 November 1963 

Th~ Ok:i.nawa ~ - News Article 

ANOTHER MIDORI-MARU CREWMAN ARHESTED 

The special investigation office of the Nnha Police Station 

yesteroay apprehended ai1other Midori-Mnru ci-ewman, SHil.fA Nao ( 27), in 

N'aha on suspicion of nccidentnl hcmidde. nnd infliction of bc<lily 

injuries resu.lting from negligence of duty. 

This followed the arrest earlier of Skipper NISHIKAJIKU Shiro mid 

purser-rndio operator ITOSU Seitoku. '!he survey disclosed that. SHIMA 

was at the helm when the zhip capsized. 

It is snid thnt the three suspects are adrcutting that they are 

pnrtly to blruoo. According to the findings of the investigation, the 

Midori-Maru di8aster was caused by a series of unfavorl\ble conditions, 

such as 1) unstable cargo loading, 2) lack of taking precnutions against 

bad weather, and 3) unskilled piloting. 
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3 HELD IN PROBE OF SINKING 

PACIFIC STARS AND STRIPES 
Friday, 8 November 1963 

S.&S OKINAWA BURKAU 
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NAHA, Okinawa--?faha police investigators a~r;ted the skipper, mdioman 

e.nd n snilor of the ill-fated Midori Yu-iru ferryboat Wednesday, winding up 

their two--.~nd-a-hnlf-months of invMtigntion into the worst mnri time 

disaster in tho Ryukyus since World Wnr II. 

The ar-.restn were on suopicfon of technical negligence resulting in 

death and injury. The 302-ton Midori Mn.r.u snnk in heavy sens off Nnha Aug. 

17 on its regular run to KurJ1ttjimn some 50 miles west ·or h~re, cla.i1Ding 

112 lives. 

A police SJ))kemnan said the three men will be tried after they give 

their finnl statements to police and their case -turned over to the Gov,3rn

ment of the Ryukyu Pmcurators Office. 

The Procurators Office, which acts like a U .s. district attomey, will 

review police investigation data. nnd seek indictment of the seamen. 

:rm-•stigation chief' Kazuo Nagaynmf\ said some 140 persons j_ncluding 

93_ survivors am 14 crew moo:ibers have been interviewed by policeo 



OKINP.:
1
H~ pn:ESS Tll!\.NSlJ\ 'TlCN 

OfFICS OF ·pUBL1C l\YF [\IRS 
United St"te> Civil Mminis\.rut-ion of t ne R.yul':JU 1010.ndS 

Frict<'-Y, 8 November 1963 
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seitol<u, 32, nnd SHil ShO , 27, pilO ., t.o t he Centr rJ. circuit. public 

procurator' s Office on cho.rges of accident.al h omicide :resulting fr<Xl' 

negligence of dut.ieS • 

against the ski pper "nd radiO opero.\.or , Chief NACAYA.'-11' of h0 specio.l 

investi gation office held a press conJ:e:rence this ,nornin!s and so.id that 

at.ion of the \.hree will be i.'lllnedio.telY started by Pcblic procurD.t.or 

KABIM• T\10 t_.h:ree :,i-e denyinE> some of the chnrges, J.nsis tin& thnt. i t 



OKINAW/\ PRESS TH.ANSil~ TION 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

United St:.1tes Civil Administ.rot.ion of the Ryukyu Islands 
Fri<lay, ·8 ·November 1963 

I l 
't'he Okinn.wn 'rimes_ ( evening edition) - Ne/t5 Article 

MIOOH.I-MARU SKIPIBR, fl'IO CREWMf<;N TURNED. OVER 'l'v PROCURA'l'OR 

/51 

Tho Nuhn. Police Stat ion's special invest.igc.tion office early this 

morning sent skipper NISHIKAJIKU Shiro, 42, purser--r0.dio operator rrosu 

Seitoku, 32, n.nd SHIMA Sho, 27, pilot, to the Central Circuit Public 

. P rocurntor1 s Office on churges of accidental hcmicide resulting fran 

. negligence of dutie~. 

In addition, charges of destroying the ship will be nlso lod ged 

ugninst the skipper und rndio oper<it.or. Chief NAGAYAMA of the ~peciol 

investigation office held · a press conference this morning and sn.id thut 

the special investigation office will be dissolved today. The exnmin

ation of the three will be · imrnedin.tely started ~y _Public Procurator 

KABI1:1A. The three are denying some of the charges, in$isting that. it· 

was .11 beyond humnn control." 
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QUSSTION HIDORI CHm-.'11SN 

P/\CIFIC STARS /\.ND:3TRIPE:3 
Th ursd,!).y, 21 November 1963 

NAJ :A, Okint~wa--Th13 Government of t he Ryukyus PubUc Procurd.or ' ~:: 

Office , investigating the ca se involving three crew members of the 

Hidori Mnr11 ferry borrt disn!Jt.e r hris sent n. procurntor to Kur~ejinw. 

I s lnnd off the cor.~t of Okina wo. t o s eek nddit.ionnl information on 

the trngedy. 
~ -

The ferriJ boat sank Aug°. 17 on its wr.i.y t o Kumej:i.rr'Jt ncrie 50 :nile~ 

we~t of hB!'e, clnirning 112 1.ives. 

A spokesmr!J1 for the GRI Procurntor ' s Offi ce ~aJ.d Procurnto r 

Satoru Knbira will questinn Nj_dori Muru crew rnembern on Kurne ,jimtt . 

on testimony by S.1-iiro Nishikajiku, nkipper; Sei.toku Itokmrn, rndiornn.n, 

and Sho Shima. , steerman of the ferryboo.t. · 

/53 

'The three were arrested }~ov . 16 by GRl ~lice on nuspicion of 

technical negligence re o-ultin0 in dent.h n.fter completion of nn 80-<lny 

investigation into the sinki!1g. Some 130 s urvivors , crew members, nnd 

Ame rican divers who recovered bodie s from the sunken sh:i.p were que stioned 

· in the inve stigation . 

The thre·e we re detained 48 hours arid released. 

· The Procurotor1s Office ha.-s been r .eviewing . tho police _ctr.ta _on the 

cnse since the police turned over the . cnse to the of fi ce Nov . 16. 

The office, acting like n _u.s. district attor:iey' s of fice, will 

decide to indict or dismiss the ca8e, depenqing upon t he results of its 

investiga.t ion. 



OKDlfllt/A P~SS TRA.MSU\TION 
UNTIED S'T'A't'ES CIVI L ADHINISTB.A'l'ION OF THE RYUKYU ISLANDS 

PUBLIC Al"F'AJRS DEPAR'rMS'Nrr 
Thursdny, 5 December 1963 

't'h e Ryukyu Sh impo - N ewD A rt. ic le 

-·· . -l 
INVBS'J'IGA'T'ION OF MIDOTU HARU DISAS'T'VR ENCOIJNTERS DJF'FICULTY 

'l'he Mnrine Disnst.er Inquj_ry Bonrd is integrating the result~ of 

t.he investigation pertnining to the earlier d i~st.rous ~inking o f th e 

Midori Mnru, ·but th8 prospect. for n trinl within t he yenr hns b e come 

dim, due to . the negntive ntt.itude tn.k~n by the vn~ous qunrters in 

offering infonn~tion concerning the cnse. 

Afte !" t he completion of an over-all investigntion, the int egrat.ion 

of t .he report wns entrusted to UEDA Hi rokichi, a member of the inquiry 

bonro. Hqwever, there n re ~till tive inquiries which have not been 

~nswered, even though a month has elapsed since they were sent out. 

't'he trial cnrinot be stll.rted until the five inquiries nre nnowered, due 

to· their impor-t-'lnce in the solution of the cas/• 

/53/ 



FF,RRY PROBE NOT COMPrnTE 

OKINAWA MORNING STAR 
Si1t.urday, 7 December 1963 

'f'he inquiry by the government o f the Ryukyus into the Midorl-m.c.1.ru 

d isn.st.er is unlikely to b e ccmpleted for some time to come, n.uthorities 

snid yesf.erdny. 

/55 

Officials of .the GRI Sen Disaste r Inquiry a gency h['.ve already completed 

their init.in.1 pmbe into the t.rngic sinking of t he ferry whi ch cl,dmed . 

112 l:i.ves in ·the sen off Nnhn In.st August .• 

However, the governme nt ngency still has some of their l ette rs of 

inquiry to orgnni zntio~ns concerned st.ill unnnswe red. 

Investigntors m:dd these references nre "very important" without 

which they. cannot conclude their investigntion. 
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OKH1AWA PRF;SS 't'RANSLA'1'ION 
UNI'T'ED S'f'A'1'ES CIVIL ADMINISTRATION . OF THE RYUKYU ISLJ\ NDS 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS D~ PARTMF.NT 
· Mondt\y, 6 LTnnun.ry ~ 964 ( evening '3d i ti on ) 

HEAR. I FG ON MIDORI Mil.RU DISAS'T.'E"~l TO OPEN ~TE XT MON1'H 

A hen-ring on t he mo.rine dis~ster of the Midori Mti.ru, which c,..,p

sized off Tornnri port on 17 August 1963, will stnrt n.t t he end of 

· Februnry . in cornplfance wi t.h the pro-p,sa.l of the Marine Acddents Inqutry 

Af!_ency corrim.issioners. The progre ss of t he he~ring will be W1lt ched with 

:i.nt.er~st been.use of the loss of many lives in the cti·sl\ater. 

'T'he ngency commissionert\ n~ pointing out the negligence of duty on 

the pnrt. of NISHIKAJIKU Shim, skipper of the sunk'3n ship. Moreover, · 

they nre nlso pointing out 1) the improper cnrgo Ion.ding and excess_ive 

number of pussengers; 2) f-!lilure to tnke measure s for the rolling of 

t,he !!hip; nr,d 3) negligence of prepnration against bad wenthe r. 



( 

OKINAWA PRESS 'T'RANSIATION 
UNI't'ED STA'i:'ES CIVIL ADMINLSTRAT ION OF THS rcmKYUS 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS DEPAR'!'Mr.:NT 
Tuesdl\y, ·3 Mn!"Ch 1964 

't'he Okinnwn 1~ - News Article 

FIRST HJt:ARING ON MIDORI MARU INCIDENT TO S'rART ON l?'J'H 

/57 

The Mnrine Accident Inquiry Agency held n meefing o_f judges yesterdny 

nnd decided to hold the first hearing on the si_nking of t,ho Midori M'1.ru 

on 17 Mn rch. In t.he incident: which t ook plnce la3t 17 August, 112 personB 

lost t.hair livea. 

SHIMOJI Knnchu and ~'ISHI!URA Shugi have been nruned counsellors to 

NISHIKAJIKU Shiro, skipper of the sunken ship. Considemble tune was 

.required before ~he hearing could be held because many persons involved 

with th0 cnse he.cl to be questioned. Tue ngency nho explc.'\ined t hat the 

hen.ring wns delr'.\yed ns t his is · th~ first time n counsellor's system will 

be adopted for a marine disnster cuse, nnd t.her€' was need for providi_ng 

ample time to mn.ke prepnrot.ions. 



onNAWA PRF.SS TRAY'-!SLA'l'ION 
rnnTED S'l'Nl':i:S CIVIL ADM INISTR.A1'ION OP 'I'HS RYUKYU 151/lNDS 

Public Affnirs Depn:rtment 
Wedneoo c1.y, 18 Mn rch 1964 

The Okinnwa 1'imes - _\r~ws flrticle 

FIR.S'r l-ml\11 TI1G HELD ON MIDORI MARJJ INCIDENT 

Tho fir~t henring on the disnstroun sinking of the Midori-Mn ru wM 

held yest,8 rdny nt the Okinnwn Knikf'.n (hn.11). Among some 50 spectato~ 

we re m8mbers of t.he berenved families l\nd persons concerned with t he 

ship compn.ny. 

Following the identif:le<.".t ion of the examinee~ (def_endnnta), t he 

commissioners · nt.tempted to st.nrt the fact. findings, but the counsellor~ 

indst.ed on postponing t he hearing on t he g rounds t he cn:use of t.he 

!llleged culpable negligence on t h e pt1.rt of t.he e~nmin8es is not. clenr. 

As n. result, the hearing wn:, postponed, much t o t he disappointment 

of memb e rs of t he bereaved frunilies. They exprer; sed the hope t hnt the 

c~se will b e set tled. without any loss of· t ime bee:ius e of t he pending 

compemrn.tion problem. Meanwhile, t he counsellors st<..'"lted that t hey will 

insiet on "f oree beyond cont. rol V a s n cause of the incident. 

/58 



OKIHA:-JA. pr?.L:3S ', 'i.i'-..' '31.A " 'ION 
in_I"-:D '.3'".'/ 1'~:3 Cj:\'IL Arn.::rn J_sr:~-=·u,n' I CN ,"F' 'I' l f; 1\lJK '{U I :3J.d.D~3 

OF?IC:~ :iF T~L HIGH S0Vi:I;.;3Iv~Cn 
~U-13LIC ,:-Ti\IHS fL l)A ir,..r.~::.:NT 
'I';.1end :'-:'/ , ~-J Au :~u.st 1964 

7;,I': Cki . . rn•m 'T':imes (ev ,~ning ed1tion) - N~ws ·_ ~t.i cle 

No . 14 /J.nthi} , rnemb~rs o f -1:,he be r e!'.1.v ed f wnili ~s we r0 ui1a'bl e to visit 

t.h-'3 g r nves :1.n--1 conducted t, '1e rv~rnorinl s e r vice~ At ;iome . Joint m~ lor1r.l 

Mrvices will be helc! n.t +he Kumej imi'l Senior Hi gh School g roundo on t.h8 

27th , while 0.ll islr:nde rs will offer f'. ~dle nt. pm : ,:Jr .~~t 12 n .m. th. srune 

Th A -'rime s n ~d the Shim I)) T'C "j:-Orted t,h['.t the Sunnb ·::: Kaiun Knish,". ( owne r 

f t .he Mi dorl Mn ru) obse rv13d memorial service::: fo r the victims . P.t +.he 

· compound of t,he Okincvm. cement pl"'.nt loc{ltf3r! nt ":.he 1v:>rt.h pi e r of 'romnri 

Port , with t he nttendnn ce of some 80 pe rso 1s . 
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LOCAL VESSEL 
SINKS, 10 DIE 

OKINAWA MOflNING STAR 
Tue$dny, 15 Hl!.rch 1955 

An unident ifif3 d U.S. de!;troJrer escort yesterday morning picked up 

the sole survivor of the cnpsized Snkishima Mnru, Ryukyun.n cnrgo ship, 

which reportedly snnk 25 miles south of Miyake Sundny night. from 

structural failure, G-RI police he ndqunrters reported. 

Choei Shimozat.o, onl;t one of 11 crewmen who survived the incident, 

said he nnd two others clung to ri life raft · when the smnll crn.ft begnn , 

to sink while the remidning crewn1en jlUllped overbonrd nnd apparently 

drowned. 

· The American destroyer escort. picked up Shimoznto· and two deru.l 

compn.nions in the. tiny rti.ft. and were proceeding to Okinawn late lnst 

night. An oil slick nnd wrecknge, including lumber, were visible near 

t he roft. 

A senrch for the 81-t.on cargo ship begnn Sunday nround noon when 

Miynkp shipping officials reported the Sakishimn Maru was overdue after 

leaving Mahn I s Tone.ri Port enrly Saturday morning. 

Afte r -Miyako police radioed GRI Police on the missing vessel, the 

:J13th n ir diviaion at Ka.denn dispatched two SA-16s and n -C-47 from its 

33rd air rescue squadron to assist in the emergency c-nll. 
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PAC I}~l C S'f l\ 1{S 1~1".fL S 'TR 11.-ES 
Monday , 2:_; January 1.965 

FRRRYBOA'r TRIAL TO RE.SUMg 

i'iAPJ\, Gkinawa- - The Goverrn11ent of t he Ryukyus Central Circuit 

/(3 

Court F'eb . 25 will open a 13-day speci.al court sess i.oi:J on Kwnejima, 

some 50 rr,iles west of here, to reswne t he Midori Maru ferryboat sinking 

trial , it was announced Saturday . 

Court of :·icials said the special session will be he ld to hear 

· testimony by 67 survivors of the boat d.isaster wro reside on Kume ji.'Tla. 

The 130- ton ferryboat capsized .and sank in August two years a.go 

i n heavy seas off Naha , claiming 112 lives. 

The ·skipper of the boat, Shiro Nishi Kajiku , and two other crew 

members aboard the boat were p rosec uted las t. year on charges cf tech

nical negli gence leading to . death. 

During thefirst hearing on the case. held here in ~ovember , t he 

prosecution submitted statements by survivors and rescue officials, but theJ 

were not a ccepted , because the defense council claii-ned th-e ship incicient 

was inevitable and the charges against the crew members were not a_prorriate . 

The prosecution made .a motion to cal l in all its witnesses for 

testimony to support tne ·charges brought against the crew members and 

this was accepted. 



dr!c .--::: a sed p2rson w: thin ,~:-e !:' r ar,,~work o~~ :·1 12 , T)) , in ::1 f.'o ur- - :.re,n· .i.ns La] 1 -

0. 

c_:0 .-:-::.1·i ttee ..:_,::; rcpo r~.edl y_ oJ' t h-s i nte:Jtiun to reconunc n -.: the com_rany t o 


